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Preserving history—museum restores 1911 sculpture
By Judy Reed

For years a 1911 bas relief of the signing of the
Mayflower Compact hung on the wall of the old Cedar Springs High School—at Hilltop. It was bought
and donated to the school by the class of 1929, and
hung on the walls at least into the 1950s. Cracked
and dilapidated after years of being neglected, it
was eventually donated to the Cedar Springs Historical Museum, where it has now been given a new
birth by volunteer Marie Patin.
The plaster relief, with a copyright of 1911, was
sculpted by Pietro P. Caproni and Bro., Boston.
They were manufacturers of plaster reproductions
of classical and contemporary statues. These cast
reproductions were, in an era before commercial
photography, an integral educational tool in teaching people the history of art and antiquities.
Patin said they moved it out of storage when they
did the haunted house at Halloween, and someone
suggested that they try to clean it up, although it
museum-continues on page 16

Marie Patin after her work was complete on the 1911 bas relief donated to Hilltop
School by the class of 1929. Post photo by J. Reed.

This 1952 yearbook photo shows the sculpture
hanging on the wall in the stairwell at Hilltop,
with students lined up on the steps.

A Royal Salute—Celebrating Court reverses
75 years of volunteers
decision on recall
The 75th diamond anniversary red flannel festival presents new 2014 events
The Red Flannel Festival Board of Directors recently revealed a slate of new and
exciting events to celebrate the 75th
Red Flannel Festival, taking place
October 4, 2014.
The theme this year is “A
Royal Salute! Celebrating 75
Years of Volunteers!” “We’re
so grateful to have this beautiful logo designed by local
artist, Doris Vinton, winner
of last year’s RFF Art Review,” said Brynadette Powell, Festival Trustee.
One thing the board plans
to do is have additional events
throughout the year.
“The board has added many
events in the last few years and boasts
over 4,500 fans on our Facebook page,”
said President Michele Tracy-Andres. “This
board is extremely dedicated to ensuring the Red Flannel
Festival is the biggest and best ever! Our goal is to have
Red Flannel Town events monthly leading up to Red Flannel Day, Oct. 4, 2014. We’re proud of all of the volunteers
over the past 75 years who have made this a nationally recognized, quality event.”
The Festival continues to expand its advertising portfolio with the addition of billboards to advertise this year’s
events. Again this year, the Festival has partnered with
WLAV, 96.9 FM in Grand Rapids, for radio commercials;
and an expanded number of television commercials will
begin on FOX 17 in September. The beautiful, 32-page full
color “Official Red Flannel Press” will be distributed in
August, thanks to Festival Business Patron Sponsors and
“Friends of the Festival,” a donor program designed exclusively for individuals.
New this year, the Festival will debut the Scottville
Clown Band in the Grand Parade, with a concert after the

Parade in the Grand Lodge. “This is a fantastic, entertaining group we’ve been trying
for years to have come to the Festival,” said Andres. A large volunteer picnic, to celebrate all Festival volunteers past and present
will be held in August.
The Festival is excited and
proud to have partnered with
Rob Bliss, from Rob Bliss
Creative in Grand Rapids,
to film a “Red Flannel Town
Lip Dub” during the 2014
Grand Parade. “Rob is nationally known for his creativity and we’re thrilled he’s part of
the 75th Anniversary celebration,”
said Andres.
Bliss did the Grand Rapids Lip Dub a
few years ago, which got over five million
views on youtube and brought a lot of positive
attention to Grand Rapids. He most recently did the homeless veteran time lapse for a non-profit organization, and
that received over 16 million views, and raised $60,000 for
his client.
A Red Flannel Town House Decorating Contest with cash
prizes, is also new for 2014, as well as a Spaghetti dinner. A
Princess for a Day event will be held as a fundraiser for the
Queen Scholarship Fund.
Back by popular demand are The Lumberjacks! After a
2 year hiatus, The American Lumberjack Show will again
make an appearance for an interactive show for the 75th Anniversary!
Due to last years’ success, The Red Flannel Wine and
Microbrew Tasting event, Art Review, Firefighter Parade,
and Trolley to provide transportation to Festival-goers will
also return.
“Of course, the traditional events are still in place,” said
Salute-continues on page 16

A Grand
Rapids judge
has
overturned
a
January decision by the
Kent County Elections
Commission
approving recall petitions for two Cedar Springs city council members.
The Commission voted last month that the petitions submitted by Cedar Springs resident Mark Laws against Ashley Bremmer and Patricia Troost were of sufficient clarity
for voters to know what they were voting on and why. Circuit court judge Mark Trusock reversed that decision Friday, February 21.
Laws filed new petition language at the end of the hearing, and a clarity hearing will be held on March 7, at 8 a.m.,
in the Training Room located on the 2nd floor of the Kent
County Administration Building, 300 Monroe Ave NW,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
According to Cedar Springs City Clerk Linda Branyan,
the new language reads:
1) On July 11, 2013 Ashley Bremmer/Patrica Troost voted to go into a closed session, to hear complaints against
council member Truesdale. The Open Meetings Act 267,
15.268, 8a allows for a closed session if it is requested by
the person to be disciplined or reprimanded. Council member Truesdale made no such request.
2. On November 14, 2013 Ashley Bremmer/Patricia
Troost voted to change the city logo and tagline. For many
years it has been procedure of the council to not take action
on an item not previously on agenda for public input and
comment. This change in the logo and tagline was not presented to the public for input or comment before the change
was made.
This will be the third time Laws has filed the petitions.
The first time, the Kent County Elections Commission
ruled against the language.
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The Virgin Gorda
Baths is a collection
of massive granite
boulders that lie in
piles on the beach and
is among the most
spectacular
natural
wonders in the British
Virgin Islands.
Michele and Doug
Loper visited Virgin
Gorda, BVI in February and hiked a trail, leading to Devil’s
Bay beach, through the huge rocks, caves, and pools which

required
some
ducking
down
and maneuvering
through crevasses,
ladders and bridges. Michele said
it was very scenic
and remarkable!
Thanks for taking
the Post with you
on your adventure!
Are you going on
vacation? Take the
Post with you and
snap some photos.
Then send them to
us with some info
to news@cedarspringspost.com or
mail them to Post
travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be
looking for yours!

Barred owl pays a visit

We ran a photo in last week’s paper that
a reader sent us of an owl that she had seen
twice on her property.
She thought maybe it was a snowy owl,
but we’ve had a few people identify it as a
.................................Marybeth Ford, Sherry Olson
barred owl. After looking at photos of both
Office Manager: ...................... Mary Randall
types, it does look more like a barred owl.
Check out our website at:
One way you can tell is that snowy owls
www.cedarspringspost.com
have yellow eyes and a black beak. Barred
E-mail us at: happenings@cedarspringspost.com
owls have brown eyes and a yellow beak classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
which this one does.
obits@cedarspringspost.com
Barred owls are common to this area, and
news@cedarspringspost.com
have a distinctive call. Robert Stegmeier,
newsreleases@cedarspringspost.com
with the conservation group the Izaak Waldesign@cedarspringspost.com
ton League in Belmont, said, “The Barred
sales@cedarspringspost.com
is an easy bird to call in in the spring, with
legals@cedarspringspost.com
the ‘who who who cooks for you’ call. Any- This owl has been seen several times recently on a property in Solon Township.
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.
one can do It looks to be a barred owl.
it. You can
tell their call.”
Ranger Steve also
wrote and told us it was a
 barred owl.
Snowy owls normal
ly stay further north, although there has been an
influx of them into West
Michigan since December. Wildlife biologists
theorized there may have

been a disruption in their
food supply.
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March 15, 2014


















Featuring A Taste of Rockford & Merchants Marketplace
Some lucky attendee will be
winning an all-inclusive trip to
Cancun, Mexico and stay at 5-star
RIU Palace Las Americas
complements of RIU Hotels &
Resorts and Apple Vacations!


For more information or for application,
contact Rockford Chamber of Commerce
(616) 866-2000 or go to
www.rockfordmichamber.com
A HUGE thank you to Gold Chamber Sponsors:
Byrne Electrical Specialists, Inc. ~ Wolverine Worldwide, Inc

This is a barred owl.

This is a snowy owl.

Pilot program could save court
time, reduce jail overcrowding
The Kent County Board of Commissioners accepted $33,730
from the State of Michigan last week to fund a pilot program to
determine if earlier involvement by court-appointed attorneys
will help speed cases through the system, and enhance their
services.
Funded by the Michigan Supreme Court State Court Administrative Office (SCAO), the grant funding will be used
by the 63rd District Court to increase the use of court appointed attorneys for “indigent” (low income) misdemeanor defendants at their first court appearance or bond hearing. The Court
the program will reduce the number of court appearances necessary in

hopes
misdemeanor cases.
“Currently, the Court provides court appointed counsel to indigent misdemeanor defendants
only after the first pre-trial conference,” said Kevin McKay, 63rd District Court Administrator. “The opportunity to meet with a Public Defender before arraignments or bond hearings
could help eliminate additional hearings, which would save staff time and taxpayer money.”
Currently, the Court is working with the Kent County Office of the Defender, the Kent
County Prosecutor’s Office and the Kent County Office of the Sheriff, with a goal of starting
the program by March 1, 2014. Some of the grant funds will be used to have an attorney
available for an additional one-half day per week for weekly misdemeanor arraignments at the
Court, as well as providing counsel for eligible indigent defendants being arraigned by video
on any day of the week.
The pilot funding expires on September 30, 2014, at which time the Court will evaluate the
Program-continues on page 16

Thursday, February 27, 2014

The Cedar Springs Post

Reward offered in Rite
Aid robbery
A $5,000
reward is being
offered
for information
about
the robbery
that occurred
at the Cedar
Springs Rite
Aid on September
13,
2013.
A man with
a
handgun
and wearing what appeared
to be a wig and fake dark
rimmed glasses robbed the
Rite Aid store on 17 Mile
of an undisclosed amount
of cash. Employees were
threatened with harm if they
did not comply. The suspect
fled west on foot with a customer following and then
ran south behind Subway
and into the wooded area
behind the stores in the strip
mall. Police arrived quickly
and a Michigan State Police K-9 unit was on scene
within minutes tracking the
suspect through the heavily
wooded area. Eventually

the dog lost the track after crossing back and forth
over a creek.
According to Cedar
Springs Police Chief Roger
Parent, police speculate that
the suspect may have had
an accomplice waiting with
a vehicle on White Creek
Ave.
“A number of tips called
into the police department
and other tips provided
through Silent Observer
have been looked into,”
said Parent. “Unfortunately,
we are once again asking
for any additional information that someone may have

that will help bring this investigation to a close.”
The Rite Aid Pharmacy
Corporation is offering up
to a $5,000 reward based on
information provided that
leads to an arrest for those
responsible.
“We continue to ask the
public to call in your tips
to Silent Observer at (616)
774-2345 or directly to
the Cedar Springs Police
Department at (616) 6961330,” urged Parent. “Over
time suspects will talk or
brag about what they have
done and we feel there
might be someone willing
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Man arrested again
on drug charges

A man wanted
by Cedar Springs
Police for gathering items to make
methamphetamine
Mark Justin McFadden
has been arrested
by the Michigan State Police Central Enforcement Team, along with four others on
meth related charges.
Cedar Springs Police Chief Roger Parent
was notified by CMET last week that they
had arrested Mark Justin McFadden, 25, of
Cedar Springs. The Kent County Prosecutor’s
Office approved a felony warrant last year for
McFadden as a result of an investigation back
in September, 2013. Officer Chad Tucker investigated a citizen’s complaint of suspicious
activity along the White Pine Trail near Maple Street in Cedar Springs. Items were left in
the wooded area along the trail that appeared
to be used for making Meth. Officer Tucker
received additional information about the
suspect and his case led to the felony warrant
being approved.
The State Police drug team was actively
working a new investigation on February
12, in Newaygo County, that resulted in the
to provide us with information knowing there is still a
hefty reward being offered.
Our goal is to keep this investigation active.”

Shoppers’ credit card data
stolen at grocery store
If you’ve shopped at the
Carson Village Market recently, you might want to
pay special attention to your
credit card bill.
The Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office and the
Carson City Police Department reported Monday that
they have received a large
number of calls from shop-

pers who have found that
their credit card information was fraudulently used
to make purchases at retailers in southeast Michigan
and the Detroit area. All of
the victims reported making
credit card purchases within the past few weeks at
the Carson Village Market,
10715 E. Carson City Road,
Bloomer Township.
The store, located west
of Carson City, confirmed
that their local server was
compromised by hackers
and that their IT service has

at home or
away...
we’re just a
click away
www.cedarspringspost.com

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

• Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
• Name Brand Health & Beauty
Aids
• Over the Counter Medications
• Food & Snacks
• Gloves
• Tarps

• Hardware
• Household Cleaning & Paper
Products
• Gift Items
• Shop & Garage Equipment
• Name Brand Closeouts Inventory Constantly Changing

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse
for the same great deals - 1205 W. Washington St. • Greenville
Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716

stopped the unauthorized
access. A store representative said that proper security measures have been put
in place and customers are
no longer at risk.
Deputies are working
with the Carson City Police
Department and the Michigan State Police to assist
the victims and attempt to
locate the unknown offenders. At this time, over a doz-

en victims have been identified, with at least eight
reports being made to the
Carson City Police Department, nine to the Montcalm
County Sheriff’s Office,
and others to other area
agencies. Any additional
victims should report it to
their financial institution,
and the Montcalm County
Sheriff’s Office at 989-8313500 or local police.

arrest of four individuals. New drug charges
were issued for Mark Justin McFadden, 25,
his brother Steve Michael McFadden, 24,
Carloss William Caruthers 27, Lisa Ann Sedine-Kuhn, 27 and Sara Jean Cross, 26.
Mark McFadden was charged with Possession with Intent to Deliver Methamphetamine
and Operating/Maintaining Lab for Methamphetamine. Bond was set at $50,000.00
10 percent cash/surety. Steve McFadden received a $15,000.00 10 percent cash/surety
bond. Caruthers was charged with Possession
of Methamphetamine, Fleeing and Eluding 4th
Degree and (DLWS) Driving While License
Suspended. His bond was set at $7,500.00 10
percent cash/surety. Sedine-Kuhn received a
$7,500.00 10 percent cash/surety bond while
Cross posted bond and was given a Preliminary Exam date of February 20.
Cedar Springs Police had previously arrested Mark McFadden in November 2010, on
a controlled substance charge—manufacture
and delivery of marijuana, maintaining a drug
house, and supplemental charge of second
offense. He pled guilty to delivery and manufacture of marijuana, and received two years
probation, which ended in April 2013.

Three hurt in
rollover accident

An early morning rollover accident last Sunday sent three
men to the hospital, one by AeroMed.
According to the Kent County Sheriff Department, a
2004 Acura, driven by Connor Steven Thomsen, 21, of
Greenville, was traveling westbound on 14 Mile, west of
Lincoln Lake Avenue, in Oakfield Township about 12:53
a.m., Sunday February 23, when it left the roadway, causing it to roll over numerous times.
Thomsen was transported to Spectrum United Hospital,
in Greenville, by ambulance, with minor injuries. His front
seat passenger, Trevor James Vandenberg, 21, was transported to the hospital by AeroMed with serious injuries.
The rear seat passenger, Chase Lee Wright, 24, also of
Greenville, also suffered serious injuries and was transported to the hospital by ambulance.
Oakfield Fire and Rescue assisted at the scene.
Alcohol and speed are believed to be factors in the crash.
It is still under investigation with the Kent County Sheriff’s
Office.

INSULATE NOW!

Save on your Energy Bills

INSULATE NOW!
The easiest way to start saving is by
insulating your attic. And the AttiCat™
Blown-In Insulation System from
Owens Corning makes it fast and
affordable. Contact your local dealer or
contractor
more
information.
The easiestforway
to start
saving is by
insulating your attic. And the AttiCat™
This no-mess
machine
Blown-In Insulation
System from
Owens Corning
it fast
andfrom
canmakes
operate
right
affordable. Contact
your
localroom.
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your
living
contractor for more information.
Call for details.

Save on your Energy Bills

This no-mess machine
Free use of AttiCat
Blower
with
13861
White Creek
Rd.the
can operate right
from
Cedar
Springs, MI 49319
living
STOREroom.
HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
purchase ofyour
AttiCat
Insulation.
616-696-0010

Offer good through March 15, 2014
Call forFind
details.
us at: www.whitecreeklumber.com

13861 White Creek Rd.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

EdenPURE™ Heaters in Stock!

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
616-696-0010
Find us at: www.whitecreeklumber.com
3x4.5001025JAN09
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

to visit more often for everyone. It is true
that sounds can be a comfort, I’m thinking
of the words we exchange in verbal communication, or the sounds of a wonderful
piece of music being played, and the sounds
of children playing. The prophet Isaiah
wrote in God’s word, “My people will
live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure
homes, in undisturbed places of rest” (Isaiah 32:18; New International Version). This
pretty well describes a desirable state to be
in when we communicate with God.
That scripture paints an ideal place to be,
but that isn’t something we will ever experience 24/7 in this life. This isn’t to imply that we can’t visit there occasionally.
When we have a choice, we would choose
quietude over noisiness when we want to
have a conversation with someone we really want to hear from. It is God’s desire
that we know he is with us, and if we desire his presence and assurance, we need to
be where he speaks, that by
avoiding distractions, we can
Bliss-Witters & Pike
confirm his voice.
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

This winter is truly one to be remembered;
we have been given weather at record or
near-record levels. But if we only remember this winter for snow, wind, ice and cold,
we may be missing out on something even
more unusual… quietude. Quietude is defined as “a state of stillness, calmness and
quiet in a person or place.”
As I am writing this, there is a stillness in
this room, away from the hustle and bustle of what I have become accustomed to
as a normal day. Yet outside, the wind and
snow are anything but calm and still. The
contrast between outdoors and indoors today leads me to believe that all too often I
shortchange myself with all the commotion,
noises and hubbub that I surround myself
with in life.
I speak for myself today, but I am also
confident that even though quietude is
something we are generally uncomfortable
with, it would certainly be a pleasant place

While I look outdoors today, it certainly
doesn’t appear to be a picture of quietude,
and still here on the inside I am at peace,
inside from the winter storm, but also inside
myself even though life is still making quite
a stir.
Some noise is imposed upon us, especially in public places, and yes there are times
those noises can be enjoyable, even comforting as we are assured we are not alone.
But we can also know that we are not alone
in quietude. “He says, be still and know
that I am God. I will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The
Lord almighty is with us; the God of Jacob
is our fortress” (Psalm 46:10-11 NIV).
We should be about devoting ourselves
regularly to times of seeking God in silence
and quietude. “I say this because I know
what I am planning for you, says the Lord,
I have good plans for you, not plans to hurt
you. I will give you hope and a good future”
(Jeremiah 29:11 The Inspirational Bible).
Did you hear that?

The bridge you burn now may be
the one you later have to cross.

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you,
live peaceably with all men.
Romans 12:18

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ChurchDirectory
Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628
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rch
s t c hu
b a p t iced
ar spr ing s
of

233 S. Main Street
696-1630




sunday Worship: 10 aM


Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f












Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com



Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org






MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)


sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.







SundayS:
10:30 a.M.





suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr all aGes



Pastor Mary Ivanov




Arrangements by Bliss Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Sunday
Services:
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm
Jim Alblas

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM
12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Ralph
D.
Loveless,
92
of
Rockford,
went to be
with his Lord
and
Saviour
on
Monday,
February
24,
2014 at the
Grand Rapids
Home
for
Veterans. Ralph
was born February 2, 1922 in Grand Rapids,
Michigan the son of Richard and Irene
(Axford) Loveless. He was a veteran of the
U.S. Army Air Corp serving during World
War II. Known as “Ralph the Entrepreneur”,
he has successfully started six businesses.
He was a Real Estate investor and developer,
licensed builder, auto body – paint sprayer,
advertising and sign painter, and an artist
specializing in oil and sketching. He was
rated #1 salesman in every position. Ralph
competed in the Senior Olympics for five
years winning numerous gold, silver and
bronze medals. He was a loving husband,
father and grandfather. Surviving are his
wife, Marjorie (Olgetree) whom he married
on May 22, 1945; children; Evelyn Bearss
of Grand Rapids, Dave (Elaine) Loveless of
Rockford; grandchildren, Mark (Jennifer)
Loveless, Dawn (Wes) Thrasher, Ginger
Schafer, Eric (Angela) Bearss; 12 great
grandchildren; brother, Milton (Joann)
Loveless of Florida. He was preceded in
death by a son-in-law, Thomas Bearss;
brother, Neil Loveless. The family will greet
friends Saturday from 11:00 am until time
of service at 12 noon at Rockford Baptist
Church, 221 Courtland Dr., Rockford.
Pastor Garry Koon officiating. Interment
Courtland Township Cemetery in the
spring. Military honors by the U.S. Army.
Memorial contributions may be made to
Mel Trotter Ministries, 225 Commerce Ave.
SW. Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)

10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont





God’s Little Insturction Book - Honor Books

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.




Happy 35th Birthday Joel.
We miss you!

T hankyou!
A nnouncement

Shhh! Quietude

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671

Rockford Springs Community Church

Love,
Mom and Dad, Jake and family

All That Once
Was Good
“Pitchers and Catchers report!”
It’s as sure a sign of the coming
spring as erupting dandelions. Yes,
the return of baseball is a bellwether of warmer days, even if baseball
itself should expect a somewhat
chilly reception these days.
By Ronnie McBrayer
Critics say the games are too
long and tedious. Smart, run-scoring strategy has been replaced by brutish free-swinging for
the cheap seats, say baseball’s purists. And don’t even get
tongues wagging about that Yankee third baseman.
For my own part, I’ve had a suspicion about the game
for some time. After the players’ strike of the mid 1990s I
lost faith. The more recent scandals involving performance
enhancing drugs and the obscene amounts of money paid
to mere mortals for throwing and striking a rawhide ball
have done nothing to reclaim my confidence. And have you
taken your kids to a game lately? To park, $30. For tickets,
$75, $60 for sodas and snacks. And forget the souvenirs. I
can’t swing that kind of cash.
What makes all of this so difficult to take is the fact that
some of my fondest memories center on baseball. Some of
my fondest memories were also made at church; in the little
“church in the wildwood” of my formative years.
The pew bottoms were made of wooden slats that creaked
and groaned during the service, pinching this little boy’s behind and picking holes in my mother’s pantyhose. On August nights I can recall the fiery summer revivals in that old
house of worship – fiery in preaching and temperature – as
I struggled to understand all that was going on.
Was this church “better” than what I have experienced as
an adult? Probably not. Was it simpler, more sincere? Probably so. Major League Baseball and much of the church
in America have arrived at the same place. Both are more
driven by market and commercial forces than by a true
sense of what they are. We are all the worse for it.
Terence Mann in “Field of Dreams,” may have captured the sentiment best. Standing in that enchanted cornfield-turned-baseball-diamond, he says, “They’ll walk out
to the bleachers; sit in shirtsleeves on a perfect afternoon...
along one of the baselines, where they sat when they were
children and cheered their heroes...This field, this game: it’s
a part of our past. It reminds us of all that once was good;
and it could be again.” May it be so.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, pastor, and
author. His newest book is “The Gospel According to Waffle House.” You can read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Pastor David Vander Meer

By: Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

If you are age 65 or older
and haven’t signed up for
Medicare Part B (Medical
Insurance), now is the time
to consider doing so. The
general enrollment period
for Medicare Part B runs
from January 1 through
March 31 each year. Before
you make a decision about
general enrollment, we
want to share some important information.
Remember: Most people
are automatically enrolled
in Medicare Part B when
they become eligible. If
you don’t enroll in Medicare Part B when you first
become eligible, you may
have to wait until the general enrollment period, which
is January 1 through March
31 of each year. At that
time, you may have to pay
a higher Medicare Part B
premium.
Most people first become
eligible at age 65, and there
is a monthly premium for
Medicare Part B. In 2014,
the premium for most people is $104.90, the same as it
was in 2013. Some high-income individuals pay more

Publish
Your
• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you
in

for only $15.00
without photo
$20.00 with photo
($5.00 per
additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm
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PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

than the standard premium.
Your Medicare Part B premium can be higher if you
do not enroll when you are
first eligible, also known as
your initial enrollment period. There is a Medicare
Part B deductible of $147
in 2014.
You can delay your Medicare Part B enrollment
without having to pay higher premiums if you are cov-

616-696-3229
Sundays
@
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM

w w w. t h e s p r i n g s c h u r c h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

Thomas Cheslek phone 616.887.1761
manager-owner Fax 616.887.2870

www.hesselc heslekfuneralhome.com

ered under a group health
plan based on your own
current employment or the
current employment of any
family member. You can
sign up for Medicare Part B
without paying higher premiums.
For more information
about Medicare Parts A, B,
C, and D, visit www.medicare.gov or read our publication on Medicare at www.

socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
Information about Medicare changes for 2014 is
available at www.medicare.
gov.
Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for
West Michigan. You can
write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045
Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via email
at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov

2002 Pontiac Montana VE, Alloys, Full Power, 155k............................................ $2,995
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 cyl., 150k .................................................. $3,995
1985 K5 Chevy Blazer Lifted, new tires, 396-V8, Nice Toy! ................................... $4,995
1998 GMC Sierra 4x4, Reg. Cab, Long Box, 128K!! .................................................... $4,995
2001 Chevy Silverado 4x4, Ext. Cab, 2 in. lift, Sounds Nice!.................................. $4,995
2006 Chevy Cobalt 2 door, Yellow 125K, 32+ mpg! ................................................ $4,995
2003 Ford F-150 4x4, 5.4, 160K, FX4!....................................................................... $5,995
2007 Chevy HHR 58K, Local Trade, Full Power Options ............................................ $7,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice! ................................. $7,995
2009 Pontiac G6 1 owner! CLEAN! ........................................................................... $8,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean!...................................................................... $11,495
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K!.......................................................................... $11,995
2010 Chevy Malibu PW, PL, NICE, 90K!............................................................... $11,995
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
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2012 Jeep Patriot AWD, Loaded, 1 owner, CLEAN! ............................................. $14,495
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLY LOADED!.................... New Lower Price $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $21,995
2013 Dodge Challenger SXT 14K, Like New!................................................ $21,995
2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ 80K, Leather, 20s NAV, Loaded! Calif. Truck ..... $26,995
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Star Gazing at HCNC

Mar. 1: Do you have in interest in Astronomy? This class will help
satisfy that desire to know more about the heavens and show you
how to see objects in the night. The class covers information about
the earth, moon, planets and stars – from making a scale model
of our systems to understanding the difference between stars.
Instruction is given in viewing the night sky using binoculars and
natural sight. Following the workshop, we will go outside to view
the stars. Basics will be given on how to use (provided) binoculars
to see the planets and stars. Saturday, March 1 from 1 to 9 pm.
$5 donation per person, $15/ family of four or more. Howard
Chirstensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine, Kent City. 616-6753158. #9

Festival of the Sleds

Mar. 1: The West Michigan Snowmobile Museum and Library is
holding a snowmobile show and swap meet on Saturday, March
1st from 10 am to 3 pm at 13969 Francis Way, Cedar Springs.

“Festival of the Sleds” will celebrate snowmobiles – old and new,
have about 100 snowmobiles on display and enjoy old and new
friends. Everyone is welcome. #9

Benefit for Clinton Bresnahan and Lynn
Marion

Mar. 2: Please come join us at The Harvard Bar for a benefit on
Sunday, March 2nd. This benefit is for Clinton Bresnahan and
Lynn Marion, who lost everything to a house fire. There will be a
spaghetti dinner for $8 a plate, a luck of the draw dart tournament
(sign up begins at noon, first tournament around 2 pm), and a bake
sale and auction by IMC Motorcycle club. Donations may be
dropped off at The Harvard Bar all week, through the day of the
benefit,including all donations for the auction. #9

Help Promote Literacy

Mar. 3: The Literacy Center of West Michigan has scheduled an
information session on Monday, March 3 for prospective volunteer
tutors to find out more about the Center and its literacy programs.
At the end of the session there will be an opportunity to sign up
for tutor training. At least 6,000 adults cannot speak or understand
English well. By training people to be tutors, the Center can offer
one-on-one reading help to adults in reading or English as a Second
Language (ESL). You do not need to speak another language to tutor
ESL. Please call us at 616-459-5151(ext. 10) to register. The Center
is located at 1120 Monroe Ave. NW, Suite 204, Grand Rapids. #9
Mar. 4: What could be more exciting that a mouse in your
house? Celebrate all things “mousy” with stories, crafts, rhymes,
fingerplays and puppets. For ages
6 and younger. Tuesday, March
4 at 10:30 am at the Sand Lake/
Nelson Township KDL Branch, 88
Eighth St. #9

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons
By Janet Tharpe

Treat Your Taste Buds to New Orleans Bread Pudding
“Delicious
like a warm
hug!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s

Mar. 9: American Legion, 80 Main
St. Cedar Springs, is hosting a
baked chicken dinner on Monday,
March 3rd, from 5 – 7 pm. Included
will be mashed potatoes & gravy,
stuffing veggies, salad, dessert and
drinks. The cost is $9 for adults,
children (15 and younger) $4.50.
Come and enjoy home cooking.
Take out is available. 616-6969160. #9p

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

En Gedi Auction Fundraiser

Mar. 21: “Come Be Refreshed” on Friday, March 21 at the
CS High School. Doors open at 6 pm. This is sure to be a fun
night for all. A wide variety of items to be auctioned including
athletic events, tools, entertaining and dining certificates, lodging,
shopping, musical items and much more. This once-a-year
fundraiser benefits the after-school youth centers for 6th - 12th
graders at Red Hawk and the High School. Delicious appetizers
will be served while you carouse the silent auction items. The live
auction will feature larger items and begin around 7 pm. Tickets
are $10 each and available at Take Two, Alpha Omega Coffee
and Games, and Perry’s Place, all located on Main Street or email
SueQ@hughes.net. #9-12p

for Juniors and Seniors

our taste buds will take a trip to Louisiana when you
try Linda Elmenhorst’s New Orleans Bread Pudding.
This dessert is perfectly light and fluffy while still remaining
warm and hearty. The bourbon sauce is just right–far from
overpowering–so don’t be deterred! Have a second helping
for me.
See step-by-step photos of Linda’s recipe plus thousands
more from home cooks nationwide at:
www.justapinch.com/breadpudding
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to
win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

New Orleans
Bread Pudding

What You Need
1 loaf french bread
1 qt milk
3 eggs

-Janet
Directions

• Tear bread in pieces and
soak in milk at least one
hour.
• Beat eggs with sugar
and vanilla. Add to
bread mixture. Stir in
raisins.

1 1/2 c sugar
1 c raisins

2 tbsp vanilla
3 tbsp butter

For Bourbon Sauce
1 stick butter
1 c sugar

1 egg, beaten

A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s
office.
“Is it true,” she wanted to know, “that the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of
my life?”
“Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told her.
There was silence at the other end of the phone.
“Why do you ask?” prodded the doctor.
“I’m wondering just how long I have left to live,”
she whispered. “This prescription is marked ‘NO
REFILLS’.”

Rotary Life Leadership
Conference and Scholarships

Y

Oilton, OK
(Pop. 1,013)

Expiration dates

There’s a Mouse in the House

Dinner at the Legion

Linda Elmenhorst

JOKE
of theWeek

3 tbsp bourbon whiskey

• Melt 3 tbsp butter in
oblong 9x13 baking
dish. Pour pudding
into dish. Bake at 350
degrees for 1 hour.
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Saturday, March 15
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Rockford

Do you have new or gently used baby/kid clothes,
toys, books, baby gear, maternity wear, etc.?
Visit www.coumc.com to complete
the registration form! Tables are FREE!
Up to 2 tables per seller No vendors please!

QUESTIONS? Please contact COUMC at 616-866-4298

now Showing
Bourbon Sauce:

• In a saucepan, mix
1 cup sugar, 1 stick
butter, 1 egg beaten
and 3 tbsp bourbon
whiskey.

DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
February 28
march 1 & 2
showtimes:

Friday: 6PM • 9PM
Saturday: 3PM • 6PM • 9PM
Sunday: 3PM • 6PM

• Cook on low heat until
sugar has dissolved.
Stir constantly.

• Let cool. Cut into
serving cubes and place
in bowls. Top with
bourbon sauce.

DIGITAL
Movie Tickets

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

coming soon:

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Live on

the

Submitted by: Linda Elmenhorst, Oilton, OK (Pop. 1,013)

www.justapinch.com/breadpudding

ONLY $3.00
616-696-7469

March 7-9

stage

election
march 14-15

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

The Cedar Springs Rotary Club is now accepting
interest forms to attend a
Life Leadership Conference
for High School Juniors and
Seniors in Tustin, Michigan,
June 18-21. The conference
fee, along with transportation to and from the conference, is covered by the
Cedar Springs Rotary Club.
Students learn about leadership styles and identify
strengths and weaknesses
of those styles. Small group
discussions include an understanding of various political, cultural, ethnic, gender,
and religious groups. Two
$1,000 scholarships will
then be awarded based on
Interviews,
Applications,
Presentations and Essays
submitted by the students
chosen for the conference.
Last years attendees were
Dani George, Samantha
Lovell, Esther Couturier,
Emma Bishop and Katie Tow. Interest Forms
are available in the Cedar
Springs High School Counselor’s office, CTA Counselor’s office, Independent
Bank or White Creek Lumber, with a response deadline
of Friday, March 21 at 5:00
p.m.
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Red Hawks lose to Greenville, Northview
Cedar Springs boys varsity
basketball suffered two tough
losses last week. On Tuesday, February 18, the boys
took on the Yellow Jackets of
Greenville high school. Last
time the boys played Greenville the Red Hawks defeated the Yellow Jackets 88-55.
This time around, the tables
were turned and Greenville
took home the win 61-55.
“We didn’t play well defensively for 32 minutes,
which is our goal, and that
ended up being our eventual
downfall,” commented head
Coach Jeff Patin.
The lead changed a total of
9 times throughout the game
and was tied a total of 6
times. In the first half, Greenville led Cedar Springs 3532. And then in the second
half, Cedar Springs added on
23 more points making their
final score 55. But it wasn’t
enough because Greenville
came back and added on 26
more points making the final

score 61-55.
Junior Brad Brechting led
the team in total points coming in at 25 for the game.
Brechting went 9 for 14 on
his shots. Senior Cameron
Link also contributed to the
Red Hawks score by scoring
9 points for the game, making 2 of 6 on shots. Also scoring for the Red Hawks was
senior Austin Hilyer with 6
points, senior Aaron Mabie
with 5 points, and sophomore Taylor VanDyke with
4 points.
“Our defensives lapses
put more pressure to score
on each offensive possession. We were able to cut our
deficit to 2 points on a couple
of occasions, but couldn’t get
the big stop to get us over the
top,” stated Coach Patin.
Also the Red Hawks took
on the Wildcats of Northview. The game was originally scheduled for Friday,
February 21, but due to
the weather the game was

Young wrestlers
battle at Sparta

moved to Saturday February
22. The first time the Red
Hawks played the Wildcats,
Northview defeated Cedar
Springs 66-49. And the same
outcome happened once
again with Northview beating Cedar Springs 65-36.
“Northview came out defensively this game and really pressured the ball. We
allowed the pressure to take
us out of what we wanted to
do offensively,” said Coach
Patin.
In the first half, Northview
scored a total of 37 points
while Cedar Springs scored
21. Then in the second half,
Northview took hold of the
lead even more by adding
28 more points while Cedar
Springs scored 15. Northview took home the win by
defeating Cedar Springs 6536.
“It was disappointing. We
didn’t come out and play
anywhere near our best. We
have to put it behind us and

get ourselves ready for the
remainder of the season,” exclaimed Coach Patin.
Senior Cameron Link led
the team in points coming in
at a total of 14. Link went 3
for 4 on his free throws and
had a shooting percentage of
62.5% for the game. Junior
Brad Brechting also scored
9 points for the Red Hawks.
Brechting went 3 for 5 on his

free throws and had a shooting percentage of 42.9%.
Also scoring for the Red
Hawks was senior Dakota
Bekins with 4 points, Mitchell Kooiman with 4 points,
and Nate Sorenson with 2
points.
This week the boys varsity
basketball team take on their
last conference game of the
season. On Friday, February

Photo by K. Alvesteffer

28, the boys go up against
Forest Hills Northern. The
boys are looking to defeat the
Huskies once again. Also, the
boys first district game is on
Monday, March 3, at Cedar
Springs High School against
Rockford High School. Tipoff is at 7:00 p.m. for both
games so come on out and
support your Red Hawks!

Rams Hockey invites kids to try
hockey for free

Brocke Fisher

This week’s MYWA Western Region tournament was
hosted by Sparta. West Michigan Pursuit brought twenty
grapplers to compete, half entering Novice and the other
half entering the Open division. Our team battled 59 times
with 30 ending in victory. This past weekend placed 14 of
our young competitors in the top 4.
“I challenged my kids to beat their personal fastest pin
for this season and six rose to the challenge. I now owe six
King Sized Candy Bars! These kids have heart and a competitive drive to be the best,” said Owner and Head Coach,
Dave Andrus. This week’s placements are as follows:
4th Place Medalists include Hunter Chilcote in the 11/12
Novice age group in the 95 lb wt class and Zak Schmid in
11/12 Open age group in the 112/119 lb wt class.
3rd Place Medalists include Blake Longcore in the 13/14
Novice age group in the 107/114 lb wt class and Kaden
Schmid in the 9/10 Novice age group in the 71 lb wt class.
2nd Place Medalist include Derek Egan in the 11/12 Novice age group in the 80/85 lb wt class, Brocke Fisher in
the 11/12 Open age group in the 65/70 lb wt class, Lucus
Pienton in the 13/14 Open age group in the 122/130 lb wt
class, Colton Schmid in the 7/8 Novice age group in the 61
lb wt class and Maston Wood in the 9/10 Open age group in
the 95/100 lb wt class.
Champions are Luke Egan in the 4/5/6 Novice age group
in the 49 lb wt class, Cameron Fess in the 11/12 Open age
group in the 85 lb wt class, Jayden Marcano-Cruz in the
4/5/6 Novice age group in the 43 lb wt class, Cody McHenry in the 13/14 Novice age group in the 155/170 lb wt
class and Blake Peasley in the 4/5/6 Open age group in the
49/52/58 lb wt class. Blake still remains undefeated.
Congratulations to all of you grapplers for stepping out
on the mat and working as hard as you do. You truly are The
Pursuit of Champions!
We somehow missed Brocke Fisher from last week’s
Champions. He also took 1st Place at the Tri County tournament in the 11/12 Open age group in the 65 lb wt class.
Way to go!

Event from last December. “We have a great time at Try Hockey for Free!”

On Saturday, March 1
Rams Hockey will host
their third Try Hockey for
Free event this season.
Rams invites boys and girls
ages four to nine years old
to Cedar Rock Sports Plex
for a free clinic to experience ice hockey for the first
time and learn the basics of
the sport in a fun, safe environment.
The Try Hockey for Free
clinic is part of USA Hockey’s seventh annual Hockey
Weekend Across America
celebration, which runs nationwide Feb. 28- March
2. This program, designed
to provide youth hockey
associations a national platform to introduce new kids
to the sport, is a joint-effort
between USA Hockey, the
National Hockey League,
and NHL member clubs.
“We look forward to introducing new families to
our sport,” said Dave Bina,
Rams Hockey President.
“To help keep costs rea-

sonable for parents, we’ve
discounted our introductory
programs to provide firsttime players with a cost
effective way to join us for
the weeks after the event
and learn even more about

the game.”
For this event there will
be equipment available for
use, and many helpers on
hand. Please join us from
5:30 – 7:00 p.m., Saturday,
March 1 at Cedar Rock

Sports Plex and give hockey a try. To register for Try
Hockey for Free visit www.
TryHockeyForFree.com or
find more information at
www.ramshockey.org
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Auto Life

While regular wear and
tear cannot be avoided over
time, there are some important steps you can take
to keep your vehicle on the

road longer:
Wash Your Car
Regularly washing your
car may keep you riding in
style, but a clean vehicle is

Following your manufacturer’s recommendations can help you extend the life of your vehicle.

not just for appearances.
Keeping your car or truck
clean and free of debris and
detrimental road salt will
prevent rusting and costly
repairs down the line.
Oil Changes and Filters
To protect your engine,
follow your manufacturer’s
recommended oil change
intervals. Instead of conventional oil, consider using
high performance synthetic
motor oil designed to reduce
wear, heat and fuel consumption.
Just like motor oil, not all
oil filters are of the same
quality -- filters can be classified as “economy,” “bet-
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ter,” and “best. Since the oil
filter prevents contaminants
from circulating through the
system and causing damage,
opting for a premium oil
filter will extend the life of
your vehicle.
For example, Royal Purple oil filters use micro-glass
filter technology. Advanced
micro-glass oil filters are designed to extend the life of
vehicles and equipment. In
addition to superior filtration
media, the other internal and
structural components are
of higher quality materials,
making for easier installation and removal as they are
much less prone to crush
while installing or removing.
More information on
motor oil and filters can be

found at www.RoyalPurpleConsumer.com.
Smoother Driving
The way you drive can
affect your vehicle’s performance and longevity. Take
care to accelerate and decelerate smoothly. Not only
will you increase your fuel
economy, but you’ll extend
the life of your brake pads.
Avoid feel-good driving
maneuvers like revving the
engine and try not to drive
on a nearly empty gas tank.
Neither of these behaviors
is good for your engine, and
could result in costly repairs.
By following a maintenance routine and practicing
good driving habits, you can
extend the life of your vehicle well after driving it off
the lot.
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OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Auto Life

(NAPS)—The
next time you’re
thinking of buying a used car,
remember, what
you don’t see can
hurt you.
We’re talking
about air bags. Be
sure they’re present and working
properly.
As many as
250,000 counterfeit air bags may
have been used to
replace deployed
ones, according
to the federal It’s a good idea to check any used car for properly functioning air bags.
government. But
yards
Also, check Carfax for
that’s not all.
• Stolen air bags
reported accidents and air
Air bag fraud also can in• No air bags at all.
bag deployments, and get a
volve:
What To Do
mechanic’s inspection.
• Stuffing things in the
Start by simply turning
Learn More
air bag compartment the ignition. If the air bag
For further facts and re(newspaper, packing indicator doesn’t come on ports, visit www.carfax.
peanuts)
at all or stays on, there may com.
• Air bags found in junk- be a problem.

(BPT) - Have
you ever felt that
new technologies,
from smartphones
to Internet apps,
are moving so fast
that it’s hard to
keep up?
You’re not alone.
Many Americans
feel overwhelmed
by new technology. One-third of
adults in the United States, United
Kingdom, Australia and China said they felt overwhelmed by technology in a 2011 study conducted by the
University of Cambridge.
As it relates to public policy, lawmakers may also be feeling overwhelmed as they try to
keep up with researching, writing and passing legislation to regulate new technologies to
maintain public safety or prevent the invasion of privacy. According to the WestlawNext,
the leading online legal research service, more than 100,000 new or changed statutes,
160,000 new or modified regulations and 285,000 new judicial opinions were incorporated
Collisio
into the U.S. legal system in 2013.
n
“New technology can create a debate,” says Rachel Utter, manager of Legal Editorial
Repair
Operations at Thomson Reuters. “As regulators come to understand the impact of a new
Special
technology on our day-to-day lives, they may be challenged with balancing the benefits of
ists
a new technology with public safety concerns. In some cases, such as fuel mileage mandates, government regulation can force the development of new technology, such as hybrid
engines and electric cars.”
(Formerly Larry’s Body Shop)
Among the new wave of enacted or proposed legislation involving technology and cars
915 S Clay St | Greenville, MI 48838
conducted via WestlawNext through Jan. 30, some of the most prominent include:
Phone: 616-754-6957
* Texting and driving - Forty-one states and the District of Columbia ban texting with
Email: sturgeoncollision@hotmail.com
Fax: 616-754-8305
smartphones and cellphones for all drivers - and all but four have primary enforcement,
• Free Estimates for ALL makes & models
allowing law enforcement in those four states to only ticket someone for texting while
driving if they were stopped for another reason such as speeding.
• Quality Auto Body Repair & Painting
* Wearable technology - With the recent introduction of Google Glass and other evolving
24+ Year
s
wearable technology such as the smart watches and smart contact lenses, lawmakers may
• Expert Color Matching
Experien
need to develop new laws about the use of these technologies while a person operates a
ce.
motor vehicle. Ten states - Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey,
• Glass Repair & Installation
New York, Tennessee, West Virginia and Wyoming - have enacted or have proposed legislation prohibiting the use of wearable computers with a head-mounted display while
• Full exterior & interior clean up with every repair
driving. In October 2013, a California woman may have been the first person in the United
• Workmanship Guaranteed
States to receive a citation for operating a motor vehicle while wearing Google Glass. The
citation was later thrown out of court.
* Black boxes - Nearly all recently manufactured U.S. cars and trucks are equipped with
an Event Data Recorder (EDR), also known as a black box.
In September 2014, this piece of computing technology will
become mandatory in all new U.S. vehicles. The EDR monitors a vehicle’s electrical systems, which includes speed,
braking, driving patterns and even location at any given
time. A number of legal questions have emerged about
black boxes, such as: “Who owns the data that a vehicle’s
black box is gathering? If a car owner is involved in a crash,
do police and insurance companies have the right to review
the data in the vehicle’s EDR? Can marketers buy the data
to deliver ads through the vehicle’s entertainment system?”
These questions are at the heart of a recent bill introduced
by senators John Hoeven (R-ND) and Amy Klobuchar (DMN).
* Driverless cars - Imagine a day when people travel by
car, but don’t actually drive the car. They simply type in
Includes 5 qts. of Conventional Oil, Dexos and
Synthetic Oils Additional. Expires 6/30/14.
their destination and go. Several states have passed laws
4 Wheel Drive Slightly Higher. Expires 6/30/14.
allowing automated cars. California, Florida, Nevada and
the District of Columbia allow autonomous vehicles to be
driven on public roads. Washington D.C. may have the least
restrictive provisions: the vehicle must have a manual override feature, a driver must be in the control seat with the
ability to take over operation of the vehicle, and the vehicle
must be capable of operating in compliance with the DisInstallation with
trict’s traffic and motor vehicle laws.
purchase of a Battery
“Technology, whether implemented into how automobiles are designed or operated, has made significant contriAll Makes
butions in making vehicles safer,” says Utter. “And as new
and Models
technology is integrated, there will be questions, concerns
and debate driving new regulation and legislation.”
To learn more about WestlawNext, visit www.thomsonGo to our website today
reuters.com.
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Drivers are 23 times more
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accident while texting.
- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute
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Avoiding air bag fraud
New laws emerge as
technology impacts cars
and driving

How to extend the life of your car or truck
(StatePoint) Your vehicle
is one of your biggest investments, so taking care of
your car or truck just makes
good sense.
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Battery Condition Test

Ed Koehn

www.getacar123.com

616-866-9511

Thursday, February 27, 2014

Did you know: Probiotics can improve Fifth Flu-Related
more than just stomach health
Death Reported in
Kent County

molds and
fungi. A
vast majority of
your immune defenses are
right there
in the gut.
Probiotics
PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Monticello - Shutterstock
can help
keep these critical defenses probiotic supplements or foods
with added probiotics.
functioning properly.
“Thanks to new research and
Stress Management
Have you ever experienced the emerging field of pharma“butterflies” in your stomach? biotics, you can increase your
This sensation isn’t just “in intake with a broad spectrum
your head.” The gut contains of probiotic products, as well”
over 100 million neurons. One says Smith.
Remember, not all probiotparticular nerve, the vagus
nerve, communicates directly ics are created equal -- there
with your brain. When you’re are many strains and prepastressed, your digestive system rations on the market. One of
suffers as a result. But new re- the complications many comsearch shows that probiotics mercial probiotics face is their
can potentially alleviate these inability to overcome hurdles
in the digestive tract before
symptoms.
Though more research is hitting their target area, which
needed in this area, scientists can limit their beneficial effect.
are uncovering new ways that Additionally, some suppleyour mind is connected to your ments only provide one type of
your health care reform questions
bacteria. It’s important to get
gut.
Worried about Health Care Reform?
clinically effective strains in
Reaping the Benefits
if you are eligible forI aCan
subsidy
whatever product you choose.
Start
by
incorporating
more
Help!
• Answer your health care reform questions probiotics into your diet. To learn more, visit www.Lef.
our product options and costs
Sources include yogurt, sour org/FlorAssist or call toll-free,
• Answer
your health
care reform
• Identify
if you
are eligible
for aquestions
subsidy
th the application
process
pickles, certain soft cheeses 1-855-870-0682.
• Identify if you are eligible for a subsidy
• Review your product
options
and
costs
An improper balance of
and miso
soup. While
these
• Answer
your
reform
questions
• Review your product
options and
costshealth care
foods do supply a small dose good-to-bad bacteria can
with
the
process
e at • Assist
• Assist
with
theapplication
process
of beneficial
Smith wreak havoc throughout the
•application
Identify
if you are eligible
for abacteria,
subsidy
body. But by being proactive
says
that
if
you’re
not
already
ur FREE
Quote
Today!
Worried
about
Health
Care
Reform?
•
Review
your
product
options
and
costs
Call
me
at
616-490-7135
about probiotics, you can betdoing
so,
you
should
consider
Call me at
I
Can
Help!
for
your
FREE
Quote
Today!
ter achieve optimal health.
supplementing
your
diet
with
Agency
(StatePoint) If you’re familiar with probiotics, you probably know that these “good
bacteria,” found in such foods
as yogurt and pickles, are associated with good digestive
health. But the health benefits
of probiotics are more extensive than just improving digestion. Experts now say that
paying attention to your probiotic intake, including the use
of probiotic supplements, can
potentially help you achieve
better health -- from developing a stronger immune system
to reducing stress.
“Probiotics have formed a
vital part of Mediterranean and
Middle Eastern diets for thousands of years and are credited, in part, for the remarkably
low rates of chronic, age-related diseases that prevail in
those regions,” says Michael

A. Smith, M.D., senior health
scientist with Life Extension
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and
host of Healthy Talk on www.
RadioMD.com.
Gut Health
The human gastrointestinal
system has the all-important
job of digesting food and absorbing nutrients. If it fails at
this, you’ll quickly become
malnourished. These tasks are
managed mostly by bacteria
and not by your own body.
Foods and supplements that
replenish important bacteria
are called probiotics.
Additionally, probiotics are
said to ease inflammation by
decreasing production of inflammatory proteins called
cytokines.
Immunity
Your gut system is exposed
to lots of dangerous bacteria,

GRAND RAPIDS – The Kent County Health Department
received notification today of a fifth flu-related death: a man
from Kent County over the age of 50. The initial test confirms the man was suffering from Influenza A/H1N1, the
predominant strain people have been catching this season.
The health department has no medical history on the man,
so it is unclear if there were any known underlying medical
conditions in this case.
“Health care providers report a leveling-off of cases of flulike illness in recent weeks, but we still need to practice prevention,” says Adam London, Administrative Health Officer
for the Kent County Health Department.
“In some years, we see flu season peaks as late as March.
If you are suffering from the symptoms, consider seeking
help from a health care provider, and stay home until you recover.” Kent County had five known flurelated deaths in the
2009-2010 season, the initial year that the H1N1 strain was
circulating. There were no deaths reported in Kent County
in 2012-2013.
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu viruses can spread when people with flu cough, sneeze, or even
talk. Someone might also get flu by touching a surface or
object (like a phone) that has flu virus on it, and then touching their own mouth, eyes, or nose. Signs and symptoms can
include fever, chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose,
muscle or body aches, headaches, fatigue (very tired), vomiting and diarrhea (more common in children than adults). If
you think you have the flu, try to limit spreading the illness.
Do not go to school or work until you recover.
The CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine for everyone
over 6 months of age. The influenza vaccine this year is
highly effective protection against the flu, including H1N1.
It takes 10 – 14 days after receiving the vaccination for a person to develop immunity. This is why you often hear people
wrongly claim that they got the flu from the flu shot. Multiple
studies have confirmed that the flu vaccine does not cause
influenza. People can, however, become ill from exposure
to contagious people during those 10 – 14 days before their
immunity develops.
Some children ages 6 months to 2 years old may require
for
your
FREE
Quote
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process
ong-Term Care
two doses of vaccine (parents
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Worried about Health Care Reform?

out Health Care Reform?

I Can Help!

I Can Help!

Worried about Health Care Reform?

Can Help!
• IAnswer
your health care reform questions
Worried about Health Care Reform?
• Identify if you are eligible for a subsidy
•

I Can Help!

Review your product options and costs

• Assist with the application process
616-490-7135
616-490-7135

Call me at 616-490-7135
for your FREE Quote Today!
Call me at 616-490-7135

No Dental Insurance?

for your FREE Quote Today!

CedarRock Dental Care

Jerry Antvelink

Comprehensive Dental Plan

616-490-7135

For details, call 863-7049.

products. Service and product availability varies by state.

nEw FITnESS STUDIo

Moxie Fitness & Health Studio
4625 14 Mile Rd. | Rockford

(Behind Cedar Rock Cafe and By Arnolds Garage)

248-701-0863

www.moxiefitnessandhealth.com
E-mail: moxiefitness43@gmail.com
michelle pozan/moxie fitness and health

nEw Students try us out FREE
Call Michelle to get coupon for 4 free classes!

Contact Michelle to try any four classes...
Go to Moxiefitnessandhealth.com for class schedule

Come in - work out - have fun - get fit!

CLASSES! CLASSES! CLASSES! Michelle Pozan
Bikini season is coming!

Mirrors • Dance Flooring • Steps • Weights • Bands
Zumba • Kickboxing • Circuits • TRX • Bootcamps!

Classes forming now! 1st class FREE

ACSM Certified
Personal Trainer,
AFAA Certified Group
Fitness instructor,
& Licensed Zumba
instructor

HMIA000087

Confused about ACA/Obamacare?
Let a Marketplace Registered Agent guide you. I can help you find
out if you are eligible for a subsidy, show you all of your plan options,
both on and off of the Exchange, and help you enroll in the plan
that suits you best! With me as your agent, you will have a LOCAL
representative to answer your questions and provide service all
year long. Best of all, using my services to help you shop for health
insurance doesn’t cost one penny more.

Ready to review your options?
Call me today and schedule an appointment!
Gabrielle Warner

Marketplace Registered Agent • Advanced Chartered Benefit Consultant (ACBC)

PH 616.732.9000 FAX 888-390-0441
gabwar@innovativesolutionsagency.com
PO Box 1786
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-1786
www.innovativesolutionsagency.com
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IRS Releases the “Dirty Dozen” Tax Scams for 2014;
Identity Theft, Phone Scams Lead List
IR-2014-16, Feb. 19, 2014

country. Victims are told they owe money to the IRS and it must
be paid promptly through a pre-loaded debit card or wire transfer.
If the victim refuses to cooperate, they are then threatened with
arrest, deportation or suspension of a business or driver’s license.
In many cases, the caller becomes hostile and insulting.
If you get a phone call from someone claiming to be from the
IRS, here’s what you should do: If you know you owe taxes or
you think you might owe taxes, call the IRS at 800-829-1040. The
IRS employees at that line can help you with a payment issue – if
there really is such an issue.
If you know you don’t owe taxes or have no reason to think that
you owe any taxes (for example, you’ve never received a bill or
the caller made some bogus threats as described above), then call
and report the incident to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax
Administration at 800-366-4484.
If you’ve been targeted by these scams, you should also contact the Federal Trade Commission and use their “FTC Complaint
Assistant” at FTC.gov. Please add “IRS Telephone Scam” to the
comments of your complaint.
Phishing
Phishing is a scam typically carried out with the help of unsolicited email or a fake website that poses as a legitimate site to lure
in potential victims and prompt them to provide valuable personal
and financial information. Armed with this information, a criminal
can commit identity theft or financial theft.
If you receive an unsolicited email that appears to be from either the IRS or an organization closely linked to the IRS, such as
the Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS), report it by
sending it to phishing@irs.gov.
It is important to keep in mind the IRS does not initiate contact
with taxpayers by email to request personal or financial information. This includes any type of electronic communication, such as
text messages and social media channels. The IRS has information online that can help you protect yourself from email scams.
False Promises of “Free Money” from Inflated Refunds
Scam artists routinely pose as tax preparers during tax time, luring victims in by promising large federal tax refunds or refunds
that people never dreamed they were due in the first place.
Scam artists use flyers, advertisements, phony store fronts and
even word of mouth to throw out a wide net for victims. They
may even spread the word through community groups or churches where trust is high. Scammers prey on people who do not have
a filing requirement, such as low-income individuals or the elderly. They also prey on non-English speakers, who may or may not
have a filing requirement.
Scammers build false hope by duping people into making
claims for fictitious rebates, benefits or tax credits. They charge
good money for very bad advice. Or worse, they file a false return
in a person’s name and that person never knows that a refund was
paid.
Scam artists also victimize people with a filing requirement and
due a refund by promising inflated refunds based on fictitious Social Security benefits and false claims for education credits, the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), or the American Opportunity
Tax Credit, among others.
The IRS sometimes hears about scams from victims complaining about losing their federal benefits, such as Social Security benefits, certain veteran’s benefits or low-income housing benefits.
The loss of benefits was the result of false claims being filed with
the IRS that provided false income amounts.
While honest tax preparers provide their customers a copy of
the tax return they’ve prepared, victims of scam frequently are

WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service today issued
its annual “Dirty Dozen” list of tax scams, reminding taxpayers to
use caution during tax season to protect themselves against a wide
range of schemes ranging from identity theft to return preparer
fraud.
The Dirty Dozen listing, compiled by the IRS each year, lists
a variety of common scams taxpayers can encounter at any point
during the year. But many of these schemes peak during filing
season as people prepare their tax returns.
“Taxpayers should be on the lookout for tax scams using the
IRS name,” said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “These
schemes jump every year at tax time. Scams can be sophisticated
and take many different forms. We urge people to protect themselves and use caution when viewing e-mails, receiving telephone
calls or getting advice on tax issues.”
Illegal scams can lead to significant penalties and interest and
possible criminal prosecution. IRS Criminal Investigation works
closely with the Department of Justice (DOJ) to shutdown scams
and prosecute the criminals behind them.
The following are the Dirty Dozen tax scams for 2014:
Identity Theft
Tax fraud through the use of identity theft tops this year’s Dirty
Dozen list. Identity theft occurs when someone uses your personal information, such as your name, Social Security number
(SSN) or other identifying information, without your permission,
to commit fraud or other crimes. In many cases, an identity thief
uses a legitimate taxpayer’s identity to fraudulently file a tax return and claim a refund.
The agency’s work on identity theft and refund fraud continues
to grow, touching nearly every part of the organization. For the
2014 filing season, the IRS has expanded these efforts to better
protect taxpayers and help victims.
The IRS has a special section on IRS.gov dedicated to identity theft issues, including YouTube videos, tips for taxpayers and
an assistance guide. For victims, the information includes how
to contact the IRS Identity Protection Specialized Unit. For other
taxpayers, there are tips on how taxpayers can protect themselves
against identity theft.
Taxpayers who believe they are at risk of identity theft due to
lost or stolen personal information should contact the IRS immediately so the agency can take action to secure their tax account.
Taxpayers can call the IRS Identity Protection Specialized Unit
at 800-908-4490. More information can be found on the special
identity protection page.
Pervasive Telephone Scams
The IRS has seen a recent increase in local phone scams across
the country, with callers pretending to be from the IRS in hopes of
stealing money or identities from victims.
These phone scams include many variations, ranging from instances from where callers say the victims owe money or are entitled to a huge refund. Some calls can threaten arrest and threaten a
driver’s license revocation. Sometimes these calls are paired with
follow-up calls from people saying they are from the local police
department or the state motor vehicle department.
Characteristics of these scams can include:
• Scammers use fake names and IRS badge numbers. They
generally use common names and surnames to identify
themselves.
• Scammers may be able to recite the last four digits of a victim’s Social Security Number.
• Scammers “spoof” or imitate the IRS toll-free number on caller ID to make
it appear that it’s the IRS
calling.
• Scammers sometimes send
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation
bogus IRS emails to some
victims to support their boWe are a
gus calls.
Full Accounting Service
• Victims hear background
noise of other calls being
123 South Main Street
McBride Accounting
conducted to mimic a call
Cedar Springs, MI
site.
After threatening victims
with jail time or a driver’s license revocation, scammers
Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.
hang up and others soon call
back pretending to be from the
local police or DMV, and the
caller ID supports their claim.
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED
In another variation, one sophisticated phone scam has tarHours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm
geted taxpayers, including reWalk-ins welcome
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pm
cent immigrants, throughout the

not given a copy of what was filed. Victims also report that the
fraudulent refund is deposited into the scammer’s bank account.
The scammers deduct a large “fee” before cutting a check to the
victim, a practice not used by legitimate tax preparers.
The IRS reminds all taxpayers that they are legally responsible
for what’s on their returns even if it was prepared by someone
else. Taxpayers who buy into such schemes can end up being penalized for filing false claims or receiving fraudulent refunds.
Taxpayers should take care when choosing an individual or firm
to prepare their taxes. Honest return preparers generally: ask for
proof of income and eligibility for credits and deductions; sign
returns as the preparer; enter their IRS Preparer Tax Identification
Number (PTIN); provide the taxpayer a copy of the return.
Beware: Intentional mistakes of this kind can result in a $5,000
penalty.
Return Preparer Fraud
About 60 percent of taxpayers will use tax professionals this
year to prepare their tax returns. Most return preparers provide
honest service to their clients. But, some unscrupulous preparers
prey on unsuspecting taxpayers, and the result can be refund fraud
or identity theft.
It is important to choose carefully when hiring an individual or
firm to prepare your return. This year, the IRS wants to remind all
taxpayers that they should use only preparers who sign the returns
Dozen - continues on page 16
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44 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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FasTax@1040.com

LOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

Steven L. Friar, ABA

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
Complete Individual & Business Tax Services
Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting
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(616) 874-7749

5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont

Email: steve@fritax.com www.fritax.com

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
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INCOME TAX PREPARATION

616-696-1599

Checks in as little as 1 week!

ExpERT, AFFORDAbLE Tax Help
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Public Notice

city of cedar SPriNgS
regular MeetiNg of
the ZoNiNg board of
aPPealS
Wednesday, March 12, 2014
7:15 p.m.
cedar Springs city hall
66 S. Main St.
cedar Springs, Michigan
Public Hearings will be held on the following
variance requests:
1.) American Gas & Oil, for property it owns at
4010 17 Mile Road.
The applicant is requesting relief from Section
40-545 Signs Permitted, 6d, Items 2 and 4,
ground signs size and height.
2.) Derek Vogelar, for property he owns at 94
Maple Street. The applicant is
requesting
relief from Section 40-408, Table of District
Regulations, rear yard setback.
Please plan on attending the meeting if you wish
to make comment. If you are unable to attend the
meeting, you may put your comments in writing
and send them to: Zoning Board of Appeals, 66 S.
Main St., P.O. Box 310, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Dated: February 27, 2014

Linda
Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Public Notice

city of cedar SPriNgS
2014 board of
reVieW Notice
city of cedar Springs
66 S. MaiN St
cedar Springs, Mi 49319

2014 board of reVieW
MeetiNg ScHedule

The City of Cedar Springs Board of Review for
2014 will be held at the City of Cedar Springs City
Hall, 66 S Main St, on the following dates:
March 5th 2:00 pm = organizational Meeting
Monday, March 10, 9 am to Noon and
1 pm to 6 pm = appeal Hearing
Tuesday, March 11, 5 pm to 9 pm = appeal Hearing
APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO
APPEAR AT THE MBOR
The Board of Review will meet to hear questions,
protests, and to equalize the 2014 assessments.

LEGAL NOTICES
Township
of Nelson

Township
of Nelson

County of Kent,
Michigan

NOTICE OF PLANNING
COMMISSION MEETING
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at 7 p.m. the
Planning Commission of the Township of Nelson,
Kent County, Michigan, will hold a public hearing
at the Nelson Township Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand
Lake, Michigan, to consider an amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Nelson.
The amending ordinance would amend
Chapter 7A of the Zoning Ordinance so as to
reduce the required side lot line from ten feet to
five feet in the Pine Lake Residential District.
The text of the three proposed ordinances to
amend the Zoning Ordinance are on file and may
be examined at the offices of the Nelson Township
Clerk, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan
during Township hours. All interested persons
may attend the public hearing and comment on
the proposed ordinances. Written comments
concerning the ordinances may be submitted to
the Township office at the above-stated address
up to the time of the public hearing.
Dated: February 27, 2014
PLANNING COMMISSION OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE
TO TAXPAYERS AND
PROPERTY OWNERS OF
NELSON TOWNSHIP

The Nelson Township Board of Review shall meet
at the Township Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake,
MI, on the following dates for 2014:
Tuesday March 4 at 10:30 am Organizational
Meeting
Monday March 10, 12pm to 3pm and 6pm to 9pm
Appeal Hearings

by board resolution, residents are able
to protest by letter, provided protest
letter is received prior to March 7, 2014.

Wednesday March 12, 9am to 12pm and 1pm to
4pm Appeal Hearings

The tentative ratios and the estimated
multipliers for each class of real property and
personal property for 2013 are as follows:

Phone 616-636-5332 during the hours of 9am to
3pm Mondays thru Thursdays to schedule your
time and date of appointment.

Commercial............50.23%.................0.9960
Residential.............48.74%.................1.0260
Industrial.................53.03%................0.9430
Personal Property....50.00%...............1.0000

Residents and non-residents may appeal by letter.
They should be addressed to Nelson Township
Board of Review, PO Box 109 Sand Lake, MI
49343. All letters must be received by March 10,
2014 to be acted upon.

americans with disabilities (ada) Notice
The City will provide necessary reasonable
services to individuals with disabilities at the Board
of Review meetings upon 4 days notice.
Contact: Thad Taylor, 616-696-1330.

Thursday, February 27, 2014

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED

County of Kent,
Michigan

Summary of Nelson Township
Board Meeting
2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, February 11, 2014
7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Austin, Armstrong,
Mahoney
Board action approved: Supervisor salary
Resolution 2014-005; Clerk salary Resolution
2014-006; Treasurer salary Resolution 2014007; Trustee’s salary Resolution 2014-008; 2014
Poverty Exemption Income Guidelines and Asset
Test Resolution 2014-009; Ordinance 2014-001z Zoning Definitions; Ordinance 2014-002-z
Accessory building and uses; Ordinance 2014003-z Chapter 7A Pine Lake Residential District;
Venman’s proposal for 2014-2015; Advance Pest
Solution proposal 2014-2015; Cedar Springs
Community Night share a booth with the Friends
of the Library; purchase of a wall organizer.
Discussed:
Information on mapping Punches Cemetery,
expanding East Nelson Cemetery; converting
sexton building into a mausoleum.
Complete copies of the minutes are available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.
Dated: February 27, 2014
Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

The Cedar Springs Post

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUblIC HEARING

bASS lAKE WEED CONTROl SPECIAl ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County,
Michigan, has determined to continue to make certain public improvements consisting of the control of
aquatic weeds and plants in Bass Lake by means of periodic removal by chemical harvesting and other
methods (the “Improvements”), pursuant to Act 188 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1954, as amended.
The Township Board has tentatively determined that the cost of said Improvements shall be specially
assessed against each of the following described lots and parcels of land which are benefitted by the
Improvements and which together comprise the following proposed special assessment district:
Lots and parcels numbered:
41-04-12-302-005
41-04-12-302-006
41-04-12-303-004
41-04-12-303-011
41-04-12-303-012
41-04-12-303-013
41-04-12-304-009
41-04-12-304-010
41-04-12-304-011
41-04-12-305-008
41-04-12-305-011
41-04-12-305-012
41-04-12-305-015
41-04-12-305-016
41-04-12-305-017
41-04-12-305-019
41-04-12-326-031
41-04-12-326-032
41-04-12-326-033
41-04-12-326-034
41-04-12-326-035
41-04-12-326-036
41-04-12-326-037
41-04-12-326-038
41-04-12-326-039
41-04-12-326-040
41-04-12-326-041
41-04-12-326-042
41-04-12-326-043
41-04-12-326-044
41-04-12-326-045
41-04-12-326-084
41-04-12-351-008
41-04-12-351-019

41-04-12-351-021
41-04-12-351-024
41-04-12-351-025
41-04-12-351-026
41-04-12-351-029
41-04-12-351-030
41-04-12-351-031
41-04-12-351-032
41-04-12-352-008
41-04-12-352-009
41-04-12-352-010
41-04-12-352-012
41-04-12-353-012
41-04-12-353-013
41-04-12-353-014
41-04-12-353-016
41-04-12-353-019
41-04-12-353-020
41-04-12-452-003
41-04-12-452-004
41-04-12-452-005
41-04-12-452-008
41-04-12-452-009
41-04-12-453-001
41-04-12-453-002
41-04-12-453-003
41-04-12-453-006
41-04-12-453-007
41-04-12-453-008
41-04-12-453-009
41-04-12-453-010
41-04-12-453-011
41-04-12-454-012
41-04-12-455-008

41-04-13-101-005
41-04-13-151-003
41-04-13-151-009
41-04-13-152-003
41-04-13-152-004
41-04-13-152-009
41-04-13-152-010
41-04-13-152-011
41-04-13-152-012
41-04-13-152-013
41-04-13-152-014
41-04-13-152-015
41-04-13-160-003
41-04-13-160-006
41-04-13-160-007
41-04-13-160-012
41-04-13-177-005
41-04-13-177-008
41-04-13-177-009
41-04-13-178-009
41-04-13-178-010
41-04-13-178-011
41-04-13-178-014
41-04-13-178-016
41-04-13-178-017
41-04-13-178-018
41-04-13-178-019
41-04-13-178-020
41-04-13-201-006
41-04-13-201-007
41-04-13-201-008
41-04-13-201-010
41-04-13-201-011
41-04-13-201-012

41-04-13-201-013
41-04-13-201-014
41-04-13-201-015
41-04-13-202-004
41-04-13-202-005
41-04-13-202-010
41-04-13-202-011
41-04-13-202-012
41-04-13-202-018
41-04-13-202-019
41-04-13-202-020
41-04-13-202-021
41-04-13-202-022
41-04-13-202-023
41-04-13-202-024
41-04-13-202-025
41-04-13-251-001
41-04-13-251-002
41-04-13-251-005
41-04-14-200-013
41-04-14-200-017
41-04-14-200-020
41-04-14-200-021
41-04-14-200-035
41-04-14-200-039
41-04-14-200-040
41-04-14-277-001
41-04-14-277-002
41-04-14-277-003
41-04-14-277-004
41-04-14-277-005
41-04-14-277-006
41-04-14-277-007
41-04-14-277-008

Map of Special Assessment District
(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on Bass Lake or deeded or dedicated access thereto)
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Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
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MARCH BOARD OF
REVIEW 2014

The Spencer Township March Board of Review
for 2014 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall,
14960 Meddler Ave. N.E., on the following date:
Tuesday March 4, 2014

Organizational Meeting
4:00 p.m.

Tuesday March 11, 2014 9:00 am to 12 noon
1:00 pm to 4 pm
Wednesday March 12, 2014
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Please call for an appointment to appear before
the Board of Review at 616-984-0035 on Tuesday
or Thursdays 8:30 am to 12:30pm and 2:00 pm to
5:00 pm and Wednesdays 8:30 to 12 noon. Letter
appeals are accepted. The tentative ratios and
multipliers for 2014 are:
Ratio

Multiplier

45.96
49.34
49.84
48.00
50.00

1.0879
1.0133
1.0032
1.0416
1.0000

Poverty guidelines and applications are available
from the Township Office Monday thru Thursday.
If applying for poverty exemption they must be
received by March 10, 2014.

Board of Review Members, Arthur Probst, Stacey
Velting, Joe Jernigan
Debbie Rashid, Secretary of Board of Review

Agricultural
Commercial
Industrial
Residential
Personal Property

Veterans exemptions must be turned in by March
12, 2014.

Dated: February 4, 2014

Dated: February 27, 2014

Dated: February 27, 2014
Jason Rosenzweig, Assessor

Debbie Rashid
Assessor

Thursday, February 27, 2014

Marla M. Platt
Assessor
Spencer Township

Boundary of Bass Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District
TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer will hold a public hearing on
March 18, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., or shortly thereafter, at the Spencer Township Hall, 14690 Meddler
Avenue, within the Township, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed Improvements, the
proposed special assessment district, and all other matters relating to said Improvements.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that preliminary plans and estimates of cost for the Improvements are on
file with the Township Clerk for public examination.
PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE ADDED TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
AND THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF COST SHALL NOT BE INCREASED BY MORE THAN 10%
WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING.
Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Improvements may be necessary, without a change
in the Special Assessment District, and in that event, such redeterminations may be made by the
Township Board without further notice to record owners or parties in interest in the lands in the Special
Assessment District, in accordance with the provisions of said Act 188.
The proposed Special Assessment District must be re-established to continue the weed control
program undertaken by the Township Board in 1999. Funds on hand from the current weed control
district may be used to defray the costs to re-establish the district and for weed control treatments.
This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.
Dated: February 27, 2014

Denise Biegalle, Township Clerk

Studies show that
reading keeps the
mind sharp. Give your
brain a boost. Subscribe to the newspaper and expand your
mind with a world of
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*

rate has been raised for 2014.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 14 		

Thursday, February 27, 2014

CLASSIFIEDS

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTION

homes for

Sale

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY
616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

notice
Notice to creditors
decedeNt’s trust
In the matter of the
ruLe FAMiLY trust,
u/A/d January 23, 2003
James G. rule, deceased
date of Birth: June 11, 1933
To All CredITors:
NoTICe To CredITors:

The decendent, James G. rule,
who lived at 8414 18 Mile road,
N.e., Cedar springs, Michigan
49319, died January 22, 2014.
There is no personal representative of the decedent’s estate to
whom letters of Administration
have been issued.
Creditors of the decendent are
notified that all claims against
the Trust will be forever barred
unless presented to elaine M.
rule, Trustee fo the rule Family
Trust, U/A/d January 23, 2003,
within 4 months after the date of
publication of this notice.
Dated: February 19, 2014
elaine M. rule, Trustee
8414 18 Mile road, N.e.
Cedar springs, MI 49319
FosTer, swIFT, CollINs &
sMITh, P.C.
Attorneys for the Trustee
By Jonathan J. david
1700 east Beltline, N.e., suite 200
Grand rapids, MI 49525
(616)726-2243

Next to Meijer

Your Wife Wants
to live in

Crafts &
Bazzaars

LOST and
Found

Vendors (Direct Sale &
Crafters) needed for our Spring
Craft Bazaar March 22nd, 9
– 2 at Mamrelund Community
Center - call Linda at (231)8341242 or em: dlpatt70@netzero.
com for info. #9b

Found: iPod Nano found on
Wednesday, February 12 in
the Upper Lake area. Call to
identify. 616-696-1782. #8

cedarfield

Services

55+

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Call Marilyn

Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed.
Free Estimates. 616-3343574. #9p

because all of her
friends alreadY do!

616-696-1100
Help
Wanted
OTR Drivers Wanted:
Looking for miles? Make
up to $60,000 a year and
still have home time?
Provision Transport is the
place for you. We are currently hiring CDL drivers
to join our growing fleet.
You must have at least 6
months OTR experience.
Please call 877-396-1078
or visit www.provisiontransport.com. #8-11p

Apartments

for Rent

Meadowcreek Apartments
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms available, appliances furnished,
cathedral ceilings. 300
Oak St. Cedar Springs.
Call 616-249-1682. www.
meadowcreekapts.us.
#tfnb

(Q.) WHAT ADVERTISING
HELPS BUILD A
COMMUNITY?

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
Still free but priceless

Covering a community of over 30,000
residents in northern Kent County.

Check us out @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Contact your sales rep today!
PH. 616.696.3655 | Fax 616.696.9010
email: sales@cedarspringspost.com

Critter

Corner
Lost: Cocker Spaniel, female,
light tan w/little white, and
handicapped. “Payton” was
lost on January 15th in the area
of Egner and Simmons. She
needs her meds! REWARD
offered. Call Jan at 616-6962918. #4

PETS of the Week
Hi, I’m Bentley!
I’m
a
1-year-old
German shepherdpit bull mix
who
“nose” how to have
fun. I know all my
basic commands- sit,
lie down, shake and
roll over. I’m also
crate trained and
Bentley
housebroken. I love
to play ball. I get along
well with other dogs and children age 8 and older. I
would do best in a home without cats.
Hi, I’m Bubbles! I’m
a 1-year-old Domestic
Shorthair mix who
loves attention. I’m an
active kitty who enjoys
toys and finding new
spots to explore. I’m
a very lovable cat who
has a great personality.
Come and meet me
at Humane Society of
West Michigan.

Free to good home: St.
Bernard, female, 5 yrs. old. If
intrested or questions please
call 616-799-0361 or 616-3227585. #9

HELP WAnted
Permanent position
open at The POST in sales.
Earn extra $$

Make your own job. Work 20 hours or 40. Work in a
newspaper office or from your home office. Looking to
make extra money in sales? If selling does not scare you,
The Post is always looking for someone who is willing to
work at it, and has the ability to close a sale. Seeking a
person who can’t give up and needs to be challenged
every day. Someone who can drive themselves without
driving their co-workers crazy.
This is a commission paid position. We supply the sales
materials, business cards and the work space w/phone
access. Must have good phone skills, in person skills.
Some driving may be required. Prior sales experience is
helpful. Quitters need not apply.
For more info, send your resume and contact
information and we will get back with you.
Send to: sales@cedarspringspost.com.

PH. 616.696.3655

(A.) ADVERTISING IN THE
LOCAL NEWSPAPER

Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community
Run Your Ad Here!

Found: Black charger cord
found on Simmons near Rau
on Thursday, February 13. Call
616-696-1782. #8

– 696-3655 –

Fax 616.696.9010

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Bubbles

For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

Pets of the Week is brought to you by:

326 Main St.
Cedar Springs

696-9340

FLOOR COVERINGS • DRAPERIES

Making Homes Cozy for 60 Years

CLASSIFIEDS

are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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Common Grackle may no longer Snowmobile ViolationsLeaving the scene of a property damage
be common
accident.

Prior to European settlement the Common Grackle
was likely not common. It
wasn’t until settlers started
clearing land for agricultural uses that the species start
expanding, and rapidly. By
1974, the species global
population had reached 190
million individuals (National Audubon).
The Common Grackle is
part of the blackbird family
and if you live in an urban
area chances are you have
seen one or an entire flock.
This grackle looks black
from a distance but up close
they display a glossy purple
head, a bronzy-iridescent
body and bright golden
eyes. In Michigan, they prefer larger cities including
Detroit, Lansing, Jackson,
Grand Rapids, Gaylord,
Clare and Sault Ste. Marie.
The species is most often
found in open to partially
open areas with scattered
trees, usually along forest edges. The Common
Grackle particularly prefers
human-altered habitats.
Although once widespread, the species has
witnessed a 61 percent decline in population numbers since 1974, making the
current global population
roughly 73 million individuals (National Audubon).
In Michigan, the decline is
not as drastic, with a 2.5
percent decrease annually
from 1988 to 2008 (Michi-

gan Breeding Bird
Atlas I & II). Partners in Flight estimates that in the
state the Common
Grackle population
is around 1.6 million individuals,
making it one of
the more common
birds in Michigan.
Its commonality
along with its current population decline has landed the
Common Grackle
on National Audubon’s list
of “Top 20 Common Birds
in Decline”. The species decline is due to two different
elements.
Common Grackles often roost in large numbers
around agricultural food
sources such as corn, soybeans and cherries, which
has caused the species to
be considered an agricultural pest allowing it to be
legal to eliminate the bird
in some areas. According
to the Michigan Breeding
Bird Atlas the depredation
order, “allows the control of Common Grackles
in agricultural situations
when found committing
or about to commit depredations upon ornamental
or shade trees, agricultural
crops, livestock, or wildlife, or when concentrated
in such numbers and manner as to constitute a health
hazard or other nuisance.”

by Sgt. John Jurcich

Photo by Phil Hauck.

(Depredation 2008). When
grackles roost at the same
site for several consecutive
years the site has a chance
of harboring the fungus,
Histoplasma capsulatum,
which can be fatal in humans because it causes histoplasmosis, an infection of
the lungs.
The second reason for
the population decline is
due to the bird’s shrinking
habitat. In the late 1800’s
and into the 1900’s land
was being cleared at an
astonishing pace, opening
up an abundance of habitat
for the grackle. Now with
reforestation in full swing,
the Common Grackle is
witnessing a large, quick
habitat loss.
To help the Common
Grackle improve its population numbers check into the
federal, state and local regulations on agricultural pests.
If you live in an area with

large numbers of blackbirds
investigate what the protocol is regarding blackbird
control and then contact the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or your state wildlife
office; if permits have been
issued report the information to the stateofthebirds@
audubon.org.
Additionally, participating in bird surveys such as
the Christmas Bird Count,
Great Backyard Bird Count
and the North American
Breeding Bird Survey will
help scientist get a better
idea of the species overall
population. Lastly, if you
submit checklists to Cornell
Lab of Ornithology’s citizen scientist project eBird,
make sure to include all
birds you observe, even the
species you think are common, you never know when
they will be in decline.   

The Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division, continues to seek information related to a
hit and run snowmobile crash which
killed one dog and seriously injured a
second dog along Simonelli Road in Fruitland Township
of Muskegon County on the evening of February 16th 2014.
At approximately 7:30 p.m. two Fruitland Township residents were at the end of a driveway while snow was being
cleared and mail was being retrieved from a mailbox along
this lightly traveled rural road. Two vehicles were visible
at the end of the driveway with tractor lights illuminating
the road at the time of the incident. Two Brittany Spaniels,
owned by one of the residents, briefly ran into the gravel
roadway and were returning to the drive when a lone snowmobile approaching from the north, traveling the center of
the roadway at a high rate of speed appeared. The snowmobile continued at high speed striking both dogs within twenty feet of the owner and witness. The suspect vehicle did not
slow or brake prior to or after the collision. One dog died
on scene after being thrown 114 feet, and the second dog
required emergency care and surgery in Grand Rapids with
veterinary bills totaling more than $6,000.
The snowmobile was last observed at the intersection of
Simonelli and Lakewood Roads. Conservation Officers and
local law enforcement have been working leads related to
this incident but continue to seek additional information.
Investigators may be seeking a mid to late 1990s, Polaris
snowmobile, dark in color, being operated by a lone occupant. This snowmobile may have left the Berry Junction
Trail or the City of Whitehall just prior to the incident and
may have been returning to Fruitland or the Laketon Township area at the time of the crash.
Snowmobiles in Muskegon County may operate to the extreme right of the “right of way” or plowed portion of the
roadway. Speeds may not exceed those posted or designated
to normal vehicular traffic. Under Michigan Snowmobile
and Motor Vehicle Code laws, snowmobiles involved in a
crash causing property damage or human injury, must stop
at the scene to provide information.
Information may be provided to the DNR Report All
Poaching Hotline at 1 800 292-7800 or the Muskegon Silent
Observer at 72-Crime.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
by Ranger Steve Mueller

Gradual Metamorphosis
As a child I collected
butterflies in fallow farm
fields near my home. I recall rearing large numbers
of mourning cloaks and tent
caterpillars. The joy of the
metamorphosis was miraculous and butterflies were
released to “live and be
happy”. When I collected
adults, I recall how difficult
it was to kill such splendid
creatures in my killing jar.
Collecting allowed me to
study details that were otherwise not possible. More
than once I released specimens too near death to ever
recover completely. That
may have been improper
treatment for those poor
individuals but a child has
a unique view and understanding of life.
All too rapidly the fallow
farm fields became housing
developments and that angered and disappointed me.

The loss of habitat was crucial in my development as
a lepidopterist. As a seven
year old, I recognized human
population expansion was
squeezing other life off the
planet and by age 19 I decided to limit my own family to
no more than two children.
I developed understanding
and reasons for collecting
and studying these wonderful creatures whose presence
declined proportionally with
development and human
population growth.
In addition to observing
life histories, my efforts to
collect, kill, and classify
intensified so I could learn
ways to sustain species and
life. I gradually metamorphosed in my understanding for taking the delightful
insects from nature. It was
essential to study details that
help species survive. The
research led me to discover

distribution of species not
known to live in Michigan
and Utah. Scientific collecting allowed me to document
hundreds of new County
records where species were
not known to live. Collecting even resulted in the
discovery of a new species
called the Brilliant Virgin
Tiger Moth (Grammia brillians) at my Bryce Canyon
National Park research site.
My three-year-old daughter, Jenny Jo, collected with
me when young and clearly instructed me to release
specimens from the net so
they could “live and be happy”. Thus I saw a new generation of lepidopterist beginning her metamorphosis.
I thought her development
and collecting efforts might
help butterflies “live and be
happy”. Now grown, her efforts do not include study of
butterflies but she developed

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

616-887-8661

a love for life and joy for nature’s biodiversity. She lives
conservatively to sustain life
on Earth for all species.
Jenny helped me again
see the miraculous nature
of butterfly existence that a
child sees. A three-year-old
renewed my efforts to help
butterflies “live and be happy” - a thought sometimes
difficult for the adult perspective but one we should
never lose.
Live a life that conserves
nature niches.
Adapted from July 1983
article published in the Lepidopterists’ Society News
Natural history questions
or topic suggestions can be
directed to Ranger Steve
(Mueller) at odybrook@
chartermi.net Ody Brook,
13010 Northland Dr, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319-8433.
616-696-1753.

Outdoors
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Museum
...continued from front page

was in bad shape. There was a crack running all across the
top, with a triangular hole in the top middle, more cracks
throughout, peeling paint, and even some key pieces missing. But Patin felt up to the challenge. “I paint ceramics at
home, and have experience filling holes, and fixing things.
I’m a crafty person.” Patin had her work cut out for her.
In addition to the holes, cracks and missing shoes, fingers,
etc., the work had been painted over several times—and
not by an artist.
Historical Society President Fred Gunnell worked part
time as a student worker doing janitorial work in the summer when the picture was hanging at Hilltop. “We used to
take it down to paint the walls, then one year the janitor,
Bert Hawkins, said to just paint over it, so we did,” he recalled.
A picture in the 1952 yearbook shows the sculpture hanging in the hallway at the top of the stairs, where several
students are lined up. Gunnell recalled that there was also a
duplicate—or at least another similar relief, that also hung
at the school, along with some busts in the library. But this
particular bas relief is the only one that the museum has.
DM White made a special frame for the artwork. “The
back is hollow and there is no support for the body parts,”
he noted. “So we shimmed it up from behind.”
Patin used powdered plaster of paris and worked on the
relief tediously one day a week at the museum—for 2-1/2
months. “I’m tickled. I like the way it turned out,” she said.
“It was kind of fun because I like to see things come to
life—it’s rewarding. It was an achievement, history preserved,” she explained.
The Caproni brothers—Pietro and Emilio—supplied ma-

Salute

Andres. “The Car & Tractor Shows, Museum Open House,
Rotary Chicken BBQ, Lion’s Lumberjack Supper, Queen
Scholarship Pageant, Bed Races and Grand Parade are wonderful traditions.” For a full schedule of events, or to download event applications, visit www.redflannelfestival.org.
The Festival was granted 501c3 non-profit status and all
donations are tax deductible. The Festival is an independent,
all volunteer organization with volunteer openings for individuals, families and groups to be involved. Sponsorship opportunities are also available. For more information on how
to donate, volunteer or get involved with the Red Flannel
Festival, call 616-696-2662 or visit www.redflannelfestival.
org.

Dozen
...continued from page 11

Marie Patin working on the project.

jor universities and museums with quality reproductions.
The firm operated under their ownership between 1892 and
1927, the year the company was sold and a year before Pietro’s death.
The museum, located at Morley Park, on Cedar Street in
Cedar Springs, plans to display the relief behind the counter, and it will be ready for patrons to see next Wednesday
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Program
...continued from page 2

...continued from front page
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program.
Evaluation will include tracking the time these misdemeanor cases take to move through the system before and after
the pilot, and the number of pleas that are completed at first
arraignment, as well as the point when defendants first meet
with court-appointed counsel.
“We’re appreciative that the SCAO selected 63rd District
Court to pilot this program,” McKay added.
“As one of the busiest two-judge district courts in the state,
we are always looking for ways to be more efficient.”
If the pilot is successful, the Court will evaluate if the program can be continued within its operating budget and/or
identify and apply for additional grant funding.

WHY?

they prepare and enter their IRS Preparer Tax Identification Numbers (PTINs).
The IRS also has a web page to assist taxpayers. For tips about
choosing a preparer, details on preparer qualifications and information on how and when to make a complaint, view IRS Fact
Sheet 2014-5, IRS Offers Advice on How to Choose a Tax Preparer.
Remember: Taxpayers are legally responsible for what’s on
their tax return even if it is prepared by someone else. Make sure
the preparer you hire is up to the task.
IRS.gov has general information on reporting tax fraud. More
specifically, you report abusive tax preparers to the IRS on Form
14157, Complaint: Tax Return Preparer. Download Form 14157
and fill it out or order by mail at 800-TAX FORM (800-8293676). The form includes a return address.
Hiding Income Offshore
Over the years, numerous individuals have been identified as
evading U.S. taxes by hiding income in offshore banks, brokerage accounts or nominee entities and then using debit cards, credit
cards or wire transfers to access the funds. Others have employed
foreign trusts, employee-leasing schemes, private annuities or insurance plans for the same purpose.
The IRS uses information gained from its investigations to pursue taxpayers with undeclared accounts, as well as the banks and
bankers suspected of helping clients hide their assets overseas.
The IRS works closely with the Department of Justice (DOJ) to
prosecute tax evasion cases.
While there are legitimate reasons for maintaining financial accounts abroad, there are reporting requirements that need to be
fulfilled. U.S. taxpayers who maintain such accounts and who do
not comply with reporting requirements are breaking the law and
risk significant penalties and fines, as well as the possibility of
criminal prosecution.
Since 2009, tens of thousands of individuals have come forward
voluntarily to disclose their foreign financial accounts, taking
advantage of special opportunities to comply with the U.S. tax
system and resolve their tax obligations. And, with new foreign
account reporting requirements being phased in over the next few
years, hiding income offshore is increasingly more difficult.
At the beginning of 2012, the IRS reopened the Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Program (OVDP) following continued strong
interest from taxpayers and tax practitioners after the closure of
the 2011 and 2009 programs. The IRS works on a wide range of
international tax issues with DOJ to pursue criminal prosecution
of international tax evasion. This program will be open for an indefinite period until otherwise announced.
The IRS has collected billions of dollars in back taxes, interest
and penalties so far from people who participated in offshore voluntary disclosure programs since 2009. It is in the best long-term
interest of taxpayers to come forward, catch up on their filing requirements and pay their fair share.
See next week’s POST for the following Tax Scams:
Impersonation of Charitable Organizations
False Income, Expenses or Exemptions
Frivolous Arguments
Falsely Claiming Zero Wages or Using False Form 1099
Abusive Tax Structures
Misuse of Trusts
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