
By Judy Reed

Residents in the greater 
Cedar Springs area and 
the surrounding commu-
nities of Sand Lake and 
Howard City are trying to 
make sense of the tragedy 
in Solon Township this 
week where a mother shot 
her three young children 
and then killed herself. 

The chilling call came 
in to dispatch on Monday, 
shortly after 3 p.m. The 
caller reported a shoot-
ing in the 200 block of 19 
Mile Rd in Solon Town-
ship, with a possible four 
victims. When police ar-
rived on the scene, they 
found Aubrianne Moore, 
28, down in the driveway, 
and her three children—
Kyrie Rodery, 8, Cassi-
dy Rodery, 6, and Alaina 
Rau, 2—dead in the car. 

The Kent County Medi-

cal Examiner said they all 
died of gunshot wounds.

Once police searched 
the premises, they knew 
that there must be a sec-
ond crime scene where 

the children were killed. 
They asked the public 
to report to them if they 
had seen her car between 
noon and 3 p.m. that day. 
They soon discovered 

the second crime scene 
nearby, a field in the 300 
block of 19 Mile Rd.

Moore had reportedly 
picked up the two girls 

It’s been an exciting year for 
the Cedar Springs Varsity wres-
tling team, and last Wednesday 
evening proved to be one of the 
most exciting yet. Fresh off win-
ning their first District title in 
over a decade, the Red Hawks 

were ready to take on some of the 
best wrestling teams in the area 
and claim a regional wrestling ti-
tle—something they hadn’t done 
in 23 years. Turn to page 9 to see 
how they made their dream come 
true.
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Cedar Springs grad 
honored

Cedar Springs Graduate Michelle (Powell) Kvalsund was named one of 10 Women 
in Medicine who inspire, by American Osteopathic Associates, in honor of Nation-
al Women Physicians Day on Feb. 3. She is shown here with her family.

Dr. Michelle (Powell) 
Kvalsund, a 1994 Cedar Springs 
High School graduate and the 
daughter of Leon and Marilyn 
Powell, was recently named one 
of “10 Women in Medicine Who 
Inspire” by the DO online, a pub-
lication of the American Osteo-
pathic Association, in honor of 
National Women’s Physicians 
Day on February 3. 

After graduating from Cedar 
Springs High School, Kvalsund 
obtained both her doctorate and 
a master’s degree from Michigan 
State University. She married her 
Norwegian husband, Pelle, in 
2007. They have two sons Alex, 
age 10 and Lukas age 7. 

The Kvalsund Family has trav-
eled extensively around the world 
and now live in Lusaka, Zambia, 
in Southern Africa, as she contin-
ues her research. Some of their 
family adventures include vis-
iting the Skeleton Coast in Na-
mibia, feeding giant tortoises in 

the Seychelles, and most recently 
sledding the Korketrekkeren, a 
1.5 mile-long toboggan run down 
the former luge track for the 1952 
Olympics in Oslo, Norway.

Kvalsund was most recent-
ly cited for the development of 
the first electromyography lab 
in Zambia, part of her push for 
neurological innovation in the 
underserved areas. As a 2018-
20 National Academy of Medi-
cine Fellow, Kvalsund, a global 
health neurologist and assistant 
professor of Michigan State Uni-
versity College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, said she plans to work 
on initiatives that emphasize the 
intersection of global health, 
neurology, and nutrition, as well 
as policy initiatives. 

In response to this recent rec-
ognition, Kvalsund said, “I feel 
both proud and humbled that my 
work would be thought of as in-
spirational. It is a great privilege 
to do the work I do.” 

Wrestlers are 
regional champs

Mom shoots girls then self 
in murder-suicide

Alaina Rau Cassidy Rodery Kyrie Rodery

The Cedar Springs Varsity Wrestling team claimed the title of regional champions last week. The last time they won that title was 23 
years ago. Courtesy photo.

Aubrianne Moore

Police at the scene of the shooting in the 200 block of 19 Mile Road.

Post photo by J. Reed.



“OUR TIME IN THE 
INFINITE” an award win-
ning 3D reverse perspective 
painting by artist/author 
David Stricklen is now on 
loan to the Cedar Springs 
Library.

This is a “see it to believe 
it” painting that appears to 
move. David refers to the 
type of painting as a 3D re-
verse perspective illusion. 

David explains the paint-
ing this way: The canvas 
comes toward you but the 
images are painted as if they 
are going away from you. 
This creates the illusion of 
movement within the piece. 
As you move from left to 
right, the first door will 
close as the second door 

opens. The hallways will 
stretch and the towers will 
rotate. If you look closely, 
the eyes in the tower win-
dows will also follow you, 
left, right, up and down.

David’s reverse perspec-
tive painting was a 2018 top 
five 3D popular vote finalist 
in the largest attended art 
competition in the world 
(Grand Rapids ArtPrize) as 
well as a first place popular 
vote finish in the 3D & 2D 
ArtPrize category for the 
post prize 2018 colors of 
community art competition.

In a former life, David 
was the Grand Rapids air-
port police chief with 30 
years experience in law 
enforcement. Now retired, 

David pursues his 
creative passions 
full time. He has 
written a series of 
three sought after 
fantasy adventure 
books: Beneath 
and Beyond, 
Through the Eyes 
of the Beast and 
The Heart of the 
Swarm. The start 
of a new series 
entitled Ripley Robinson 
and the Worm Charmer will 
be out in 2019. His books 
and school visits are filled 
with magic and creativity. 
David’s reverse perspective 
paintings are a visual exten-
sion of that same creativity. 
His paintings and writings 

hope to illustrate that there 
is still magic in the world.

David is a long time 
friend of Cedar Springs and 
will be presenting at the 
middle school on March 4th 
and 6th.
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Trivia Series
This Tuesday’s 
Winning Team!

Knights 2.0
Gail, Bruce, Deb, Bruce, 
Paul, Larry, Jean, Beth 

& Dan

Join us next Tuesday 
at 7:30pm

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Join us this 
weekend at 

Fifth Third Park 
for the 

Michigan 
Winter 

Beer Festival. 

Friday tickets 
still available!

WE ARE OPEN!

SAME GREAT MENU! 
ALL DAY BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Sunday thru Thursday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm      
Friday and Saturday 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

151 S. MAIN STREET, CEDAR SPRINGS 616-696-1880

BEST Homemade Meals in Town!

$5 Lunch
Specials

Monday thru Friday

Choose from:
•  Tostada Meal
•  Detroit Style 
 Coney Dog Meal
•  Flautas Meal
•  Gyro Meal

Eagle spotted 
near Sand Lake

Library card drive begins

Pictured from left to right: Heidi Fifield, Cassie Hall, Melissa Dubridge and Sara Magnuson.

A whole new crop of first graders will soon be getting 
their very own library card.

March is coming soon and with it, “March is Reading 
Month.” Every year now for the last 21 years, the Cedar 
Springs Public Library and Kent District Library have 
been partnering to invite area first graders at Cedar Trails 
and Creative Technologies Academy to celebrate Reading 
Month. A very significant way of celebrating is to have a li-
brary card.  On February 4, “Team Read” consisting of Cas-
sandra Hall and Melissa Dubridge from the Cedar Springs 
Library, Youth Librarian Sara Magnuson from the KDL 
Nelson Township Branch and Heidi Fifield, KDL Youth 
Parapro from Spencer Township, visited 4 groups of first 
graders, 12 classes in all. 

 They had a great time inspiring about 325 first graders 
to read, get out to their local libraries and enjoy their new 
reading skills.  Students were also invited to bring their 
families out to the Kent Theatre on March 4 or 5 to see 
the new Mary Poppins movie, where a library card will get 
them a FREE bag of popcorn and a small drink. All first 
graders are hosted free for movie night by their partnering 
local libraries.

 

Jeannie Larsen sent us this photo of a bald eagle last 
Wednesday, February 13. She said saw it on Northland 
Drive, just outside of Sand Lake.

According to birdwatching.com, you can find bald ea-
gles in every US state except Hawaii during the winter. Al-
though they usually stay around water to catch fish, you can 
also find them in rangelands and farmland, where they will 
gather to feed on the carcasses of animals that are winter 
killed. 

Artists, authors, and you at the library

The latest exhibit in the Artists, Authors and You program at the Cedar Springs Library was a 
popular vote finalist during ArtPrize. Courtesy photo.

David Stricklen



A snowmobile crash took the life of a Mor-
ley man last Saturday.

Troopers from the MSP Lakev-
iew Post responded to a snowmo-
bile crash on Saturday, February 16, at 
11:59 p.m. on Mackinaw Trail Dr. near Sag-
inaw Trail, in Reynolds Township, Montcalm 
County.

Preliminary investigation revealed  that 
Archie Demartin, 46, of Morley, was driving 
northbound on Mackinaw Trail Dr. near Sagi-

naw Trail when he lost control of the snowmo-
bile. The snowmobile overturned, ejecting 
Demartin into a tree.  Demartin was pro-

nounced deceased on scene. He was not wear-
ing a helmet at the time of the crash.  Alcohol 

and drug use are unknown at this time.
The Michigan State Police were 

assisted by Montcalm County 
Rescue, Alpha 6, Montcalm 
County Central Dispatch, and 

Safety-First Towing.
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FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS

Making Homes Cozy for 62 Years

Tame the COLD at Your Windows with Cellular Shades

Rockford Troopers recognized for out-
standing patrol and investigative efforts

Snowmobiler dies in crash

The Michigan State Po-
lice (MSP) is pleased to 
announce that four troopers 
from the Rockford Post are 
recipients of the Cpl. Samu-
el A. Mapes Criminal Patrol 
and Investigation Award. 
They were recognized at 
a ceremony in Lansing on 
Feb. 6, 2019. 

Corporal Mapes, an early 

pioneer in criminal patrol 
and investigation, was killed 
in the line of duty during the 
prohibition era. The annual 
award honors the top five 
percent of troopers in each 
district for looking “past 
the traffic stop” to excel in 
proactive criminal patrol 
and criminal investigations 
closed by felony arrests.

The 2018 Col. Sam Mapes 
Award recipients are Tpr. 
Andrew Rothermal; Tpr. 
Chris Boven; Tpr. Kyle 
Sandford; and Tpr. Eric 
Morrow.

Troopers Rothermal, 
Boven and Sandford all 
work in the City of Mus-
kegon Heights as part of 
the Secure City Partnership. 

Trooper Morrow works pri-
marily in Muskegon County.

Each award recipient re-
ceives a special service 
ribbon to wear on their uni-
form. It includes seven blue 
stars in honor of Corporal 
Mapes, who was the seventh 
MSP trooper to die in the 
line of duty.

Tpr. Andrew Rothermal Tpr. Chris Boven Tpr. Kyle Sandford Tpr. Eric Morrow

Snowmobiler drowns in Lincoln Lake

Joseph Brown died last Wednesday evening, February 13, when his snow-
mobile dropped into open water on Lincoln Lake. Photo from gofundme page.

An evening snowmo-
bile ride on Lincoln Lake 
with a friend turned into 
tragedy when one of the 
riders drove into open wa-
ter.

A 911 call came into 
Kent County Dispatch 
on February 13 at ap-
proximately 10:25 p.m. 
reporting a snowmobile 
accident on Lincoln Lake 
in Spencer Township. The 
caller reported he was on 
the lake on a snowmobile 
riding with another person 
who was on a separate 
snowmobile. The caller 
believed the other rider 
went into open water. 

Multiple fire depart-
ments along with the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the area im-
mediately. The caller was 
on unstable ice and was 
rescued by Cannon Fire De-
partment’s hovercraft. The 
hovercraft was then used 
to search for the missing 
rider. The Sheriff’s Office 
also deployed a drone with 
a Forward Looking Infra-
red Camera to search the 
lake. They were not able to 

locate the missing rider or 
his snowmobile after several 
hours and finally called off 
the search. 

The search resumed at 
daylight on February 14. Jo-
seph Brown, 29, of Spencer 
Township, was found near 
the bottom of the lake, not 

far from where his friend 
was rescued.

Sgt. Joel Roon said that 
the recovery was challeng-
ing because the water was 
dark, cold, and very deep—
about 50-60 feet. It was near 
where Cedar Creek flows 
into Lincoln Lake. “There’s 

a lot of moving water un-
der there and it’s a recipe 
for dangerous conditions,” 
he said.

Roon said it looked like 
Brown made an effort to 
get to the ice shelf be-
cause they found some of 
his clothing. “We believe 
he tried some things ice 
fishermen would do like 
shed his shoes and bulky 
clothing.” He noted that it 
looked like he made it 15-
20 feet before going under. 

Roon said the snowmo-
bile probably would not 
be recovered right away. 
He said the DNR would 
get involved because of the 
fluids in the sled, and cur-
rently it was too dangerous 
to try to remove it.

A gofundme account has 
been set up to assist with 
funeral expenses. Go to 

https://bit.ly/2GV1Qzg to 
donate.

A benefit is also being 
held this Saturday, Febru-
ary 23, at 3 p.m. at the Tru-
fant hall. Dinner $5 a plate, 
50/50 raffle tickets, and a 
live auction. Live band High 
Risk will be playing as well. 

Murder
...continued from front page 
from their schools in Sand Lake and Howard City, and later 
driven them to the field. Police said that evidence showed 
that she had shot the girls with a bolt-action hunting-style 
rifle, then loaded their bodies back into the car, and drove 
home. She then got out of the car and turned the gun on her-
self.

According to a report on WOODTV8, Moore suffered 
from hallucinations and paranoia, and a social worker had 
petitioned for her to be treated at Forest View Psychiatric 
Hospital last fall. She reportedly did agree to receive treat-
ment there.

Sheriff Lajoye-Young said there was not a suicide note, but 
investigators found notes she had written recently saying that 
the only way to protect the children was to kill them.

Tri County Area Schools Superintendent Allen Cumings 
sent out a letter to the parents and communities saying that 
two of the sisters killed—Cassidy and Kyrie Rodery—were 
Tri County students. Cassidy was a first grader at Mac-
Naughton Elementary, and Kyrie was a third grader at Sand 
Lake Elementary.

Cassidy’s teacher, Mrs. Kelley, said that she was a friend 
to everyone, a hard worker, and was always on task. Kyrie 
was a sweet girl who enjoyed playing and being active. Her 
teacher, Mrs. Schnepp, said that Kyrie  “loved to read, al-
ways volunteered to help others, her classmates loved her, 



Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

The Cedar Springs community has the 
marks of a haven of peace with history, 
quality of life and deep roots. We love our 
traditions and relish the predictable cus-
toms. People retreat from the rat race in ma-
jor metro area some 20 miles south of Exit 

104. We engage with the big city when we 
must, for work or entertainment, or maybe 
school; we tolerate, but don’t really choose 
more time than necessary there. We chose 
to live here.

And then our world explodes. 
As I prepare this week’s 

column for the Post, our com-
munity is reeling with the 
news of multiple fatalities in 
Solon Township. Tragedy, 
especially when children are 
involved, upends our way of 
life. We wonder how such 
horror can visit our quiet 
community. This doesn’t hap-
pen here! There is no way to 
prepare for such an invasion 
of our peaceful environment. 
It is simply unconscionable. 

The details are still forth-
coming, but the scenario is 
all too familiar. We know that 
mental health played a role, 

DirectoryChurch
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From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship  10:45am
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening 

(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting   7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

Living Truth Fellowship       
https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE,   Cdr. Springs, MI

Nov. 18 & Dec. 16,  times for 2019 to be posted 
BYO dish to pass, 2 p.m., lesson 3 p.m. Teaching the 

Creational Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm
*Kidzone - Wednesday 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Happy Birthday

In Memory of
REX MORRIS

January 16, 1931 – February 22, 2010

Every day in some small way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent, you are ever near,
Still missed, still loved, and ever dear.

Your loving family

ASHLEY (GAGE) 
PUTNAM

February 24, 2019

Happy 30th birthday to my beautiful 
daughter, Ashley. I love you so much.

Love mom, Cameron and Ethan
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Rev. Bill Johnson
CEDAR SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

TRAGEDY STRIKES

and that whoever took life, out of grief, or 
anger or depression, could not bear the tur-
moil and so chose the only way that seemed 
possible to end the pain.   

The Psalmist knows the story: “I cry 
aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may 
hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek 
the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched 
out without wearying; my soul refuses to 
be comforted. I think of God, and I moan; 
I meditate, and my spirit faints” (Psalm 
77:1-3).

What word shall people of faith speak in 
these times? Can we offer hope for a hurt-
ing world when hell breaks loose so close to 
home? Yes, we can. Thoughts and prayers 
are always appropriate but the complexities 
of mental health require more. Communi-
ties of faith can model openness toward 
dealing with mental health crises. 

We can offer acceptance to those who live 
on the margin, demonstrating our belief that 
“light shines in the darkness and the dark-
ness has not overcome it” (John 1:5 NLT). 

We can be present with those who are 
afraid, or are in pain. 

We can advocate for increased public 
money for research in the causes and pre-
vention of mental illness.  

We can walk with those who appear to 
be struggling. We can listen for cues of 
sadness, anger or confusion. We can make 
room for conversation, showing we are not 
afraid to talk about it. 

We can encourage people to get help. We 
can get help for ourselves. 

We can resolve to avoid the temptation 
to sweep mental illness under the rug and 
instead face it with compassion, justice and 
mercy. Each of us can pledge to listen more. 

The author of the New Testament Let-
ter of James reminds us “Someone might 
claim, ‘You have faith and I have action.’ 
But how can I see your faith apart from 
your actions? Instead, I’ll show you my 
faith by putting it into practice in faithful 
action” (James 2:18).

What is God saying to you? 



DONALD VANDENBERG
Donald J. 
VandenBerg, age 
86, of Sand Lake, 
died Sunday, 
February 17, 
2019 at the Grand 
Rapids Home 
for the Veterans. 
Don was born 
September 18, 
1932 in Grand 
Rapids, MI 
the son of John and Dorothy (Reitman) 
VandenBerg. He was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army from 1952-54 and retired from 
Dykema Excavating. Surviving are his 
wife of 54 years, JoAnn (Flynn Hiler); 
children, Michael Hiler, Cynthia (Rick) 
Dubay, Kim (Susan) Hiler, John (Christine) 
VandenBerg, DJ (Melanie) VandenBerg; 
36 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; 
1 great-great-grandson; brother, Robert 
(Pam) VandenBerg; step brother, Jerry 
(Pat) Sorenson; step sister, Betty (Bob) 
Jones. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; daughter, Kelli Hiler; sister-in-law, 
Elaine Rogers VandenBerg; niece, Katie 
VandenBerg; great-grandson, Deegan. The 
family will greet friends Friday, March 1 
from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
The service will be Saturday, March 2 at 
11:00 a.m. at the Pierson Bible Church 
Community Room. Pastor Jeffrey Wallace 
officiating. Interment in the summer at 
Crandall Cemetery.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

CORRY SMITH 
COOKINGHAM, JR.

Corry Smith 
Cookingham, Jr., 
age 85, of Cedar 
Springs passed 
away Wednesday, 
February 13, 
2019 at home 
surrounded by 
his family. He 
was born in 
Ada Township, 
Michigan to 
Corry and Daphna (James) Cookingham, 
Sr. Corry was a letter carrier for over 
26 years. He served in the United States 
Marine Corps during the Korean War. He 
was a very loving father and grandfather 
and will be deeply missed by his family. 
Corry is survived by his children Corry 
C. (Patti) Cookingham, Sue Mansfield, 
Craig C. Cookingham, and Curt C. (Laura) 
Cookingham; brother, Wayne Cookingham; 
sister, Doris Norton; 11 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his beloved wife, Jeanette and grandson, 
Lucas Mansfield. A memorial service was 
held Monday, February 18 at Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Mark Slagh, officiating. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Disabled 
American Veterans or St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospitals.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

EDWARD KIST

Edward Kist, age 85, of Cedar Springs 
died unexpectedly at his home on Tuesday 
February 19, 2019. He worked for 34 years 
at Lear Siegler. Ed loved to hunt, fish and 
camp at Bear Lake with family and friends. 
He and Gerry loved to go for Sunday drives. 
He is survived by his loving wife of 64 years 
Geraldine; daughters, Sue (Joe) Benedict, 
Shelly Kist; grandchildren, Jake (Amy) 
Benedict, Jesse Benedict, Cody (Elizabeth) 
Pike, Casey (Emily) Pike, James (Jessica) 
Streeter, Mike Streeter and Ty Robinson; 
13 wonderful great-grandchildren; brothers, 
Floyd (Betsy) Kuhn, Fred Kuhn; sisters, 
Cathy (Jerry) Keller, Mary Kuhn; son-in-
law, Darryl Pike; many nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his daughter, 
Sandy Pike and brother, Will Kuhn. Services 
will be held at a later date. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

The heart is the happiest 
when it beats for others.

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.

John 15:13
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Every Life Tells A Story...

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 words. The subject should 
be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submis-
sions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers are limited to 
one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post 
Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICEPost Scripts

VOICES & 
VIEWS
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AMBER R. BAILEY
Amber R. Bailey, 
age 77, of Cedar 
Springs, died 
W e d n e s d a y , 
February 13, 
2019 at Green 
Acres of 
Cedar Springs. 
Amber was 
born February 
20, 1941 in 
N e w b e r r y , 
MI the daughter of Raymond and Olive 
(Crowley) Williams. She owned Bailey’s 
Party Store with her husband for five years 
and worked for the City of Cedar Springs 
for 18 years as both city manager and city 
clerk. She enjoyed scrapbooking, collecting 
china, reading and Christmas Teas. She was 
a dedicated wife and loving mother and 
grandmother. Surviving are her daughters, 
Sheila (Joe) Wittenbach, Ann (Trever) Hall; 
grandchildren, Evan, Maddy, Josh, Cade, 
Alex and Tressa; brother, Robert (Shirley) 
Williams; sister, Ardith Pangburn; four 
nieces and one nephew. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Kenneth; son, 
Kenny and son-in-law, Jim Kirkwood. The 
family greeted friends on Saturday from 4-6 
p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs where the service 
was on held Sunday at 1:00 p.m. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Heartland 
Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
JOKE

of theWeek

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

HHometown
Happenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT!

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

FREE ADMISSION 
and very affordable concessions. 
Come early and Get a Good Seat! 

Come one, come all! 
Join us for a 

Special Showing of the 
movie BumbleBee! 

TUESDAY, FEB. 26TH

6:30 PM

Brought to you by 

We hope to see you there!

KENT 
THEATRE

KENT THEATRE
DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM 
SUNDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00

FRI., FEB. 22 • SAT., FEB. 23 • SUN., FEB. 24

FREE SHOW
FEB. 26 ONLY @6:30PM

sponsored by 
Ensley Real Estate Team

MARCH 1-3

COMING SOON:

MARCH 9-10(R
ES

CH
ED

UL
ED

)

theTable at The Springs Church
Feb.21,28: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 to 
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that 
is being shared with us! #tfnb

Used Book Sale at CS Library
Feb. 22,23: The Cedar Springs Friends of the Library is 
having a used book sale Friday, February 22nd and Saturday, 
February 23rd from 10 am to 3 pm in the Community 
Room at the CS Library. Hardcovers are 50 cents each and 
paperbacks are 25 cents apeice. All proceeds supplement 
the Library’s programs and special needs. #7,8p

FX Family Experience
Feb. 23: Open to the public. All are welcome! Bring the 
whole family – we have something for everyone. Bounce 
House – Face painting – Donuts – Hot Chocolate. Saturday, 

February 23rd at 4:30 pm. Then at 5:30 pm enter the 
auditorium for a show that will engage, encourage and 
entertain all ages. The FX team will teach a new character 
trait every month, that you can take and reinforce at 
home. Rockford Res., 3233 – 10 Mile Rd., 616-866-3377, 
rockfordres.org/fx. #7,8p

Ready for Summer? We are too!
Mar. 9: Join the Senior All Night Party Committee for a fun 
indoor Cornhole Tournament with cash prizes.  We are on 
the final stretch of fundraising, as we push to the end we 
hope you will come out and spend the evening with us. $40 
per two person team.  Sponsor a lane, play and advertise 
your business on your personalized custom-made boards 
with bags. See Facebook event page for details.  Saturday 
March 9th at Cedar Rock Sports Plex. Look for the CS 
all night party Cornhole Facebook Event page to sign up 
through Eventbrite.com. Contact:  cssanp19@gmail.com 
for more info. #7,8p

Benefit dinner for Terry Gravelin
A community benefit dinner has been planned on March 2 

to raise funds for Terry Gravelin, owner and chief instructor 
of American Martial Institute here in Cedar Springs.

Gravelin recently had triple bypass heart surgery, and 
with no income coming in the bills have been mounting. 
The families of his students wanted to do something to help 
him keep his karate school open, so they are having a spa-
ghetti dinner including garlic bread, dessert, and a drink.

The dinner will be held on March 2, from 4-8 p.m. at the 
Cedar Springs Public Library. The cost is $6 for ages 12 
and over; $4 for ages 4-11 and seniors; and free for ages 3 
and under.

They are also having a bake sale and raffle for gift cards, 
gift certificates, gift baskets and other items. 

Come show your appreciation for his dedication to the 
community in teaching his students more than martial 
arts—he also teaches life skills, respect, dedication, disci-
pline, motivation, good character, and confidence. 

Any questions call 231-282-1177.

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

The Cedar Springs 
Post Newspaper

5,578 likes
Visit us at

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

Like us on

is online @ cedarspringspost.com

ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENT

Baseball in heaven
Two senior citizens, Abe and Sol, are sitting on a park 

bench feeding pigeons and talking about baseball, like they 
do every day. Abe turns to Sol and says, “Do you think 
there’s baseball in heaven?”

Sol thinks about it for a minute and replies, “I don’t 
know. But let’s make a deal: if I die first, I’ll come back 
and tell you if there’s baseball in heaven, and if you die 
first, you do the same.”

They shake on it and sadly, a few months later, poor 
Abe passes on. One day soon afterward, Sol is sitting there 
feeding the pigeons by himself when he hears a voice 
whisper, “Sol...Sol...”

Sol responds, “Abe! Is that you?”
“Yes it is,” whispers Abe’s ghost.
Sol, still amazed asks, “So, is there baseball in heaven?”
“Well,” says Abe, “I’ve got good news and bad news.”
“Give me the good news first,” says Sol.
Abe says, “Well, there is baseball in heaven.”
“That’s great!” says Sol. “What news could be bad 

enough to ruin that?”
“You’re pitching on Friday.”



Nearly everyone knew certain facts as ab-
solute truth but science evidence changed 
accepted knowledge. Examples of known 
facts that are no longer accepted: 

*The Earth is the center of the universe.
*Swallows hibernate in winter at the bot-

tom of lakes.
*The sun moves around the Earth daily.
*The Earth is flat.
Facts change as new physical evidence 

is gathered. Scientific theories, however, 
are the most supported evidence for under-
standing how nature functions. They are 
based on experimentation with rigorous 
scientific challenges. Science is self-cor-
recting. Scientists challenge experimental 
methods and conclusions for every finding. 
Conclusions must be verified with repeat-
able physical experimental evidence 100 
percent of the time. When always support-
ed, the conclusion can be elevated to scien-
tific theory status.

Some supported scientific theories are 
atomic theory, gene theory and theory of 
evolution. There is another definition for 
theory that most people know but it has a 
different definition from scientific theory. 

Theory in general use is an educated 
guess. An example is that swallows hi-
bernated at the bottom of lakes. Swallows 
gathered over lakes in fall, suddenly disap-
peared, and then reappeared over water in 
spring. The ancient idea of hibernating in 
lakes was an educated guess based on what 
people thought was occurring. Experiments 
could provide evidence that swallows could 
not be found in lake bottom mud. Putting 
a swallow underwater would cause it to 
drown. Most songbirds migrate at night so 
their departure was not easily noticed. 

The words theory and theory are differ-
ent words with different definitions but are 
spelled the same. It is much like the words: 
bark (dog’s vocal) and bark (tree covering), 
bank (land along stream) and bank (finan-
cial institution), or bat (flying mammal) and 
bat (baseball club). Theory (scientific) and 
theory (hypothesis) are spelled the same but 
do not have the same meaning. 

I wrote about the two theory definition 
concepts in a December 2010 nature niche 
article to help clarify that a theory is not 
always a theory. In everyday use the word 
theory means a preliminary idea of what 
happened. “How did the accident occur”? 
In science, a theory is the evidence-based 
conclusion proving “How the accident oc-

curred.” For scien-
tific acceptance, it 
must have repeat-
able methods of 
experimentation. A 
scientific theory re-
quires physical evi-
dence as proof and is not an educated guess 
(hypothesis).

When the scientific community identifies 
something as a theory, it means scientific 
evidence is overwhelmingly conclusive as 
the one correct explanation. When new sci-
entific experiments demonstrate a flaw in a 
theory, the theory must either be discarded 
or the flawed portion removed from the the-
ory. 

In one of the papers (Rockford Squire) 
where my Nature Niche column is pub-
lished, a question was posed to readers: 
Should creationism and evolution be taught 
in schools as theories? Readers provid-
ed interesting responses. The science and 
non-science theory definitions were not 
clarified. Physical scientific evidence vers-
es faith beliefs was not addressed as to what 
can be accepted as science. 

Physical evidence supports the theory of 
evolution. Many people accept or reject it 
depending on the conclusion they desire 
regardless of evidence or lack of evidence. 
People often have beliefs based on percep-
tions without rigorous scientific experimen-
tal support. That is typical for politics and 
religion. Physical evidence usually will not 
convince people concerning politics or re-
ligion. What people want to believe takes 
priority.

Science and faith can complement each 
other. Science is about “How” the world 
works based on physical evidence. Religion 
is about “Why” the world exists. Faith is be-
lief without supportable physical evidence. 

Should religion be dismissed because it is 
not supported with rigorous scientific evi-
dence? My answer is No. There is a place 
for multiple realities that impact our lives. 
Faith should not be taught as science be-
cause it is not based on physical evidence. 
Science should not be taught as faith be-
cause it requires physical evidence.

Natural history questions or topic sug-
gestions can be directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - 
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 North-
land Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.
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NEW LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040. 616-458-7304   www.schaafsma.com

$19.05 NEW CUSTOMER
SERVICE CALL

*Restrictions may apply, call for details.

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Theory and Theory 
and Evolution

Ranger Steve Mueller

This pumpkinseed, caught by Harper Knust of Rapid City, was a 2018 catch-and-keep Master Angler Fish. 
In February 2019, the Michigan DNR announced some rule changes to the department’s Master Angler 
program.

Master Angler program 
has some new rules for 
2019

Anyone hoping to submit 
a catch to the DNR’s Mas-
ter Angler program, which 
each year recognizes the 
largest fish of several doz-
en species, will want to pay 
close attention to the 2019 
application.

A few new rules have 
been added to the program 
for 2019, including:

No more than one entry 
for fish of the exact same 
size will be accepted for 
each species. (For example, 
if you catch two 10-inch 
bluegills, submit just one.)

Each entry must include 
at least one photo showing 
the fish being measured. 
Color photos of the entire 

fish are required, too; en-
tries received without color 
photos will not be accepted.

“The DNR’s Master An-
gler program has more than 
tripled in popularity in the 
last five years,” said Lynne 
Thoma, the program’s ad-
ministrator. “We want to 
recognize as many anglers 
as possible for their fishing 
accomplishments, while re-
taining the integrity of this 
program. We feel these new 
rules will help us do that.”

The Master Angler pro-
gram runs on the calendar 
year (Jan. 1 through Dec. 
31), rather than the fish-
ing license year (April 1 
through March 31). The 

program includes more than 
50 species of fish in both 
catch-and-keep and catch-
and-release categories. All 
fish entered must be taken 
by legal Michigan sport 
fishing methods, during the 
open season, and in Michi-
gan waters open to the pub-
lic.

Download the 2019 Mas-
ter Angler application at 
Michigan.gov/MasterAn-
gler. People are encouraged 
to review the application 
every year for program 
changes. Applications can 
be submitted via mail or 
email; the current year’s 
form is due Jan. 10, 2020.



This past weekend, 
West Michigan Pursuit 
spread out to compete in 
different competitions. 

WMP had five trav-
el to the Metro Region 
for the Greights tourna-
ment in Roseville. 55 lb 
Blake Werkema, 7/8 age 
group finished 3rd. 80 lb 
Alex Buskirk, 11/12 age 
group and 43 lb Koop-
er Witte, 4/6 age group 
both finished 2nd. Metro 
Greights Champions are 
69 lb Evan Andrews, 9/10 
age group and 54 lb Carter 
Giles, 9/10 age group. 

112 lb Isa Starr traveled 
to the West Region’s tour-

nament hosted at Daven-
port. Starr finished 3rd in 
the 11/12 age group. 

WMP had five travel to 
Pennsylvania for Team 
Duals on Saturday and In-

dividual events on Sunday. 
75 lb Quinten Cassiday 
wrestled on MI Mayhem’s 
10U Team. Cassiday went 
4-1 for the day and his team 
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SPORTS/OUTDOORS

SPORTS

588 17 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs (4 miles west of 131)

- Loaner Cars
- On Site Estimates

Locally owned and operated with OVER 35 years 
of collision repair and automotive painting experience

- We Accept All Insurance Companies

Girls bowling OK-White 
Conference Champs

Varsity cheer to head 
to regionals

Red Hawk girls bowlers are OK-White conference champs. L to R: Coach Tim Jackson, Alexa Thompson, 
Rose Baty, Omani Morales, Katelyn Paige, Michayla Paige,Sarah Galloway and Asst. Coach Crystal Mo-
rales.

The Lady Red Hawks Varsity Cheer team will head to regional competition 
after a strong showing at Districts. Courtesy photo.

Red Hawk all-conference bowlers. L to Right Josh Beebe, Sarah Galloway, Omani Morales, Rose Baty, 
Michayla Paige, Katelyn Paige and Dane Conley.

It’s been a great year for 
Cedar Springs bowling 
teams, and the girls are OK-
White conference champi-
ons for the second year in 
a row.

In the days leading up to 
the conference tournament, 
the teams bowled a couple 
of conference matches. On 
February 13 the teams had 
a conference match against 
Forest Hills Northern at 
Eastbrook Lanes. The girls 
won their match and boys 
lost.

On February 14, they had 
a conference match against 
Forest Hill Central at Rock-
ford. The girls won and the 
boys lost.

On February 16, the 
teams bowled in their con-

ference tournament, hosted 
by Lowell, at Ionia lanes. 
The Red Hawk girls carried 
the day and walked away 
as back to back OK-White 
Conference Champions! 
They were undefeated. 

Two of the boys made all 
conference: Joshua Beebe 
was 5th with a 183.1 aver-
age and Dane Conely 6th 
with a 182.8 average. Four 
girls made all-conference: 
Omani Morales was 1st 
with a 201 average; Sarah 
Galloway 2nd with a 173.1 
average; Katelyn Paige 3rd 
with a 172.5 average; and 
Michayla Paige 6th with a 
158.4 average. Rose Baty 
made honorable mention 
with a 140.4 average. 

On February 17, the girls 

and boys attended a singles 
Regional Tune-up. There 
were 91 boys and 49 girls 
bowling. Unfortunately, 
no Red Hawk boys made 
the 12-spot cut. Three girls 
made the cut with Omani 
Morales placing 3rd, Kate-
lyn Paige 6th, and Michayla 
Paige 11th. Unfortunately  
Katelyn and Michayla were 
eliminated in the second 
round. Omani made it to the 
3rd round but was eliminat-
ed. While she didn’t make 
the cut, Rose Baty bowled 
her high school high game 
of 236.

The girls will now trav-
el to regionals Friday and 
Saturday February22-23 in 
Muskegon.

Thirteen teams ar-
rived at Mt Pleasant 
High School ready to 
compete for the District 
11 Competitive Cheer 
Title last Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16. The top four 
teams would continue 
their post-season run by 
securing a spot on the 
mat at the Division 2, 
Region 3 Tournament 
at Kenowa Hills on 
February 23. 

WMP at Metro Greights, 
Meijer State Games and 
more
By Barbra Chong

CSY Wrestlers medal 
at Meijer State Games

Desmond Smith, 64 lbs 7/8 age group finished in second place in the 
South West region’s Go Earn It competition last weekend. Courtesy photo.

WMP - continues on page 15

By James Streeter

This past weekend Ce-
dar Springs sent 30 youth 
wrestlers to Davenport Uni-
versity to participate in the 
Meijer Winter State Games 
and they did not disappoint. 
22 wrestlers came away 
with medals, and as a team, 
Cedar Springs placed 1st in 
pins with 36 (50:12), 1st in 

total match points with 460, 
and 4th overall in technical 
falls with 3 (9:48). 

Coach Scott Marsman 
had this to say about the 
weekend. “This is usually 
a really fun tournament for 
the kids, here at a college 
venue in front of a lot of 
people. Everyone had fun 
today, which is what really 
matters.”

In the 2012-2014 age di-
vision, 43lb weight class 
Deacon Reynolds took 2nd 
place and Brycen Alber 
brought home a 1st place 
finish in the 46lb weight 
class. Sierra Streeter had 
another strong showing 
in the 49lb bracket with 
a 2nd place finish. The 
52lb bracket saw two Red 

GAMES - continues on page 15
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WRESTLERS - continues on page 15

80K, 4X4, 5.0L V-8, 
NAV, PWR MOON, 
PWR SEAT, TOW 
PKG, SHARP!

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 

DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

AWD, 51K MILES, 
V-6, HTD CLOTH, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY, 
1-OWNER

2016 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

4X4, 5-CYL AUTO, 
94K MILES, PWR 
MOON, ALLOY 
WHEELS, TOW 
PKG

72K MILES, V-6, 
HTD LEATHER, 
DUAL PWR 
SEATS, MICROFT 
SYNC  

2014 BUICK ENCORE PREMIUM
NAV, PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
HTD STEERING 
WHEEL, BLIND 
SPOT

ONLY 21K MILES, 
2.0L DIESEL, 
AUTO, HTD 
LEATHER, PWR 
SEATS

4X4, V-6, 61K 
MILES, HTD 
LEATHER, BRAND 
NEW TIRES, VERY 
SHARP

ONLY 35K MILES, 
PWR SEAT, 
BACKUP 
CAMERA, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY

SPORTWAGEN

2015 FORD EDGE SEL

2013 FORD F150 SUPERCREW 

2011 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX LT 2015 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 

$15,995

$14,995$13,995

$16,495

$20,995$19,995

$18,995

$11,995

4X4, 52K MILES, 
5.3L V-8, PWR 
SEAT, TOW 
PKG, FACTORY 
WARRANTY

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

 $24,995

2008 HUMMER H3

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com
Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES., WED., THURS., FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

XLT
2015 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 

DOUBLE CAB 

SPORTS

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Varsity wrestlers 
punch tickets to State

Girls basketball 
takes two out 
of three games

The Cedar Springs Varsity Wrestling team claimed the title of regional champions last week. The last time 
they won that title was 23 years ago. Courtesy photo.

The Varsity wrestling 
team continued their magi-
cal post season run Wednes-
day night, February 13, 
against Reeths-Puffer and 
Allendale.

The stage was set in the 
Hawks Nest as the three 
evenly matched teams pre-
pared to battle for the Re-
gional Championship at 
Cedar Springs High School. 
The night would unavoid-
ably end with dreams come 
true and broken hearts.

The Reeths-Puffer Puff-
er team had been tough all 
year long with solid wres-
tlers from head to toe. After 
eight classes and a 27-12 
lead, it looked as though 
they would eliminate the 
Hawks after a nice season. 
However, Aaron Smith got 
things rolling with a MD 
(Major Decision) at 135 and 
sophomore Nate Elliston 
stole a match at 140. Lucus 
Pienton tightened the score 
to 27-23 with an MD at 145. 

In the 152 lb weight, class 
Anthony Brew turned leg-
end. Brew, who had been 
hobbling on an ankle sprain 
for two weeks, chose to take 
the mat against an opponent 
who had defeated him 16-4 
just days before. The acro-
batic Brew bridged from his 
back to his feet and threw a 
chin whip on the way to pin 
his man and give the Hawks 
a two-point advantage. Alex 
Ream withheld a pin and 

Senior Courtney Pienta goes up for a shot 
earlier in the season against Greenville.

The Cedar 
Springs Varsity 
Girls Basketball 
Team was busy this 
past week playing 
three games.  

On Monday, Feb-
ruary 11, the Lady 
Red Hawks picked 
up an OK White 
Conference victo-
ry at Ottawa Hills.  
Behind a feisty 
team defense that 
totaled 20 steals 
and a strong perfor-
mance by sopho-
more Arianna Rau, 
the team secured a 
41-35 victory.  Rau 
notched the first 
double-double of 
her young career, 
scoring 13 points 
and hauling in 12 
rebounds.  Senior 
Brighton Miller followed Rau in scoring with 10 points. 

The ladies picked up their second victory of the week as they 
traveled to Cornerstone University to play NorthPointe Chris-
tian.  After trailing 21-22 at halftime, the Lady Red Hawks used 
pressure defense that led to a couple of easy baskets to outscore 
Northpoint 15-5 in the third quarter to take a 9 point lead into the 
final quarter.  The final score was 53-45.

Miller led the Red Hawks in scoring with 20 points. Rau gar-
nered her second consecutive double-double, scoring 10 points 
and bringing down 13 rebounds.  Sophomore Kaelyn Colclasure 
scored 10 points as well.

On Friday, February 15, league-leading Northview visited 
Cedar Springs. Playing solid defense all evening, the game re-
mained within striking distance for the Red Hawks, but the of-
fense could not get going and the team came up short by a score 
of 29-43. Sophomore Maggie Prins led the scoring for the Red 
Hawks with 7 points.

The Red Hawks are back in action this week Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19 at Kent City, at home for senior night on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21, against FH Central, and on the road at Greenville on 
Friday, February 22.

Two CS soccer players compete 
in Orlando City Winter Classic

ABOVE: Picture from Left to Right: Emerson Andino, Kendal 
Brown, Olivia Sherman, and Karim Hussian.
LEFT: Olivia Sherman playing for Midwest United. 

Two Cedar Springs girls traveled with their soccer 
teams to Orlando, Florida to play in the Orlando City 
Winter Classic on January 26-27.

Kendal Brown, an 8th grader at Cedar Springs Middle 
School, plays on Midwest United 05 Royal Team, which 
is ranked #8 in the State of Michigan. Her team plays in 
the National League Conference with teams from Minne-
sota, Missouri, Wisconsin, Nebraska, Iowa, and Illinois.

Olivia Sherman, a 10th grader at Cedar Springs High 
School, plays on Midwest United 03 White Team which 

is ranked #7 in the 
State of Michigan. 
Her team plays in 
the P1 Division 
of the Michigan 
State Premier Soc-
cer League, which 
travels weekly to 
play teams from 
the Detroit area. 
Olivia’s team will 
be moving up 
into the National 
League Confer-
ence next fall, after 
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RETIREMENT - continues on page 11

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Axos BankTM, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in
amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or $3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID verification,
eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be
deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this
loan. Fees for other optional products or product features may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations.
Not offered in Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#B13696 See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details.
©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

14111 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3702

6860 GULFPORT BLVD
STE 1200

SOUTH PASADENA, FL
33707

727-803-2566

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Axos BankTM, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in
amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or $3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID verification,
eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be
deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this
loan. Fees for other optional products or product features may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations.
Not offered in Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#B13696 See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details.
©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

14111 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3702

6860 GULFPORT BLVD
STE 1200

SOUTH PASADENA, FL
33707

727-803-2566

PETERSON Tax and Accounting
“Professional Knowledge with Personal Attention”

• ALL BUSINESS & 
         PERSONAL TAXES 
• ACCOUNTING

Tax Laws have Changed this Year!

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

23 West Elm St., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616.696.5300

 Lucinda Peterson, Proprietor
Lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

PETERSON 
Tax and Accounting

37 Years of Experience

An IRS incentive 
to save for 
retirement

(NAPS)—Tips 
for claiming the 
Saver’s Credit:

1. Check Your 
Eligibility

Depending on 
your filing status 
and income level, 
you may qualify 
for a nonrefund-
able credit of up to 
$1,000 (or $2,000 
if filing jointly) 
on your federal in-
come taxes for that 
year when you con-
tribute to a 401(k), 
403(b), 457(b) or 
similar retirement plan, or IRA.

To be eligible, the maximum Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI) for single filers is $31,500 in 2018 and $32,000 
in 2019. For the head of a household, the AGI maximum 
is $47,250 in 2018 and $48,000 in 2019. For those who 
are married and file a joint return, the AGI maximum is 
$63,000 in 2018 and $64,000 in 2019.

You must be 18 years or older by January 1 and cannot be 
a full-time student or be claimed as a dependent on another 
person’s tax return. 

2. Save for Retirement
Save for retirement in your employer’s retirement plan, if 

offered, or in an IRA. In general, for every dollar you con-
tribute to a qualified retirement plan or IRA (up to the less-
er of the limits permitted by an employer-sponsored plan or 
the IRS), you defer that amount from your current overall 
taxable income on your federal tax returns—and you may 
also qualify for the Saver’s Credit. After-tax contributions, 
such as those made to a Roth IRA or Roth 401(k), are also 
eligible for the credit. You have until April 15, 2019 to 
make a contribution to an IRA for tax year 2018.

3. File Your Tax Return and Claim the Credit
When you prepare your federal tax returns, you can claim 

your Saver’s Credit by subtracting this tax credit from your 
federal income taxes owed.

Workers who are eligible to claim the Saver’s Credit are 
also eligible to take advantage of the IRS Free File pro-
gram for taxpayers with an AGI of $66,000 or less. Twelve 
commercial software companies make their tax preparation 
software available through the Free File program at www.
irs.gov/FreeFile. 

• If you are using tax preparation software, use Form 
1040 or Form 1040NR. If your software has an interview 
process, be sure to answer questions about the Saver’s 
Credit, also referred to as the Retirement Savings Contri-
butions Credit and/or Credit for Qualified Retirement Sav-
ings Contributions.

• If you are preparing your tax returns manually, com-
plete Form 8880, the Credit for Qualified Retirement Sav-
ings Contributions, to determine your exact credit rate and 

The Saver’s Credit—an overlooked tax 
credit made available by the IRS to eligible 
taxpayers—could make saving for retire-
ment more affordable than many people 
realize.
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Outreach center holds ribbon 
cutting

City Impact of Cedar Springs held their ribbon cutting last weekend. Photo from City Impact facebook 
page.

City Impact of Cedar 
Springs held their ribbon 
cutting and building dedi-
cation last Saturday, Feb-
ruary 16, at 288 N. Main 
Street.

The event was originally 
scheduled for February 9 
but was rescheduled due to 
the power outages from the 
winter storm. Instead, City 
Impact served as a warm-
ing station last weekend for 
many residents in the area 
who did not have power.

The building, located 
next to Dollar General, has 
been completely renovated. 
Someone who liked what 
Jonathan and Kelley Berg-
sma and their team have 
been doing here in Cedar 
Springs bought the building 
for City Impact in 2017.

City Impact, which is af-
filiated with Resurrection 
Life Church in Rockford, 
has been working in the area 
for three years. “We work 
with Lean on Me Outreach 
Center to meet the needs 
of the community through 
delivering groceries to 
neighbors who are shut in 
or in tough circumstanc-
es that leave them without 

transportation,” explained 
Kelley. “We desire to build 
relationships and meet felt 
needs within the commu-
nity through community 

dinners, engaging kids and 
families through Super Sat-
urdays, grilling out, playing 
games and more.”

For more information, 

contact City Impact at 616-
843-2438 and follow City 
Impact of Cedar Springs on 
Facebook.
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SPORTS/OUTDOORS

from the EXPERTS

Retirement
...continued from page 10

BUSINESS / TAX $ $

Offices  in  Gccinn iice,
 Gaind Rap des aind RoikfoGd
(616) 866-5800

Tom & Tracie Rich
Brokers/Ownerswww.Gcmaxuin tcdm .iom

“We are preparing for retirement in a few years and are wondering 
how our home fits into our future plans – can you help?”
Along with your life insurance, investment accounts, and retirement plan, your home is a key part of your financial health.  In 
the most recent decade, home values have dropped more than 30% for a time and climbed in value to recover that entire 
loss and then some.  This fluctuation has left many a homeowner without any real knowledge of the value of their home and 
the role it plays in current and future financial plans. Likely your largest and most important investment, your goal should be 
to keep up to date on the value of your home and determine how to maintain and improve it for the long run.

RE/MAX United offers clients an Annual Home Study, a proprietary service, that combines the home owner’s knowledge 
of the home with the agent’s expert knowledge of the real estate marketplace to give a clear, accurate value of the home.  
Armed with that knowledge, clients are able to determine how the home fits into their long-term financial picture and has the 
home owner prepared in the event of a job, health, life, or financial change.  
Contact me or your RE/MAX United agent to arrange your Annual Home Study.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Women May Need to Make Extra 
Financial Moves

International Women’s Day will be observed 
on March 8. Around the world, special events will 
celebrate the cultural, social, political and eco-
nomic achievements of women. However, this last 
area – economic progress – is one that still causes 
concern, and rightfully so, because women still 
face gender-related challenges. How can you deal 
with them?

To begin with, you need to recognize the nature 
of these challenges. While many factors are actu-
ally responsible for women facing more economic 
pressure than men, two stand out in particular:

• Gender wage gap – It’s still around, despite 
some progress toward equality. The U.S. Census 
Bureau has found that full-time, year-round work-
ing women earn about 80% of what their male 
counterparts earn. Other studies show a slightly 
smaller gap.

• Caregiving responsibilities – Women typical-
ly take more time away from the workforce than 
men, both to raise children and then, later in life, 
to take care of aging parents. These absences can 
result in lost wages, lower Social Security benefits 
and fewer contributions to 401(k) and similar re-
tirement plans.

So, given these realities, what can you do to 
improve your own financial outlook? Here are a 
few suggestions:

• Increase your contributions to your retire-
ment plan. Every time your salary goes up, in-
crease the amount you contribute to your 401(k) 
or similar retirement plan. At a minimum, put in 
enough to earn your employer’s match, if one is 
offered. These plans offer potential tax-deferred 
earnings, and since your contributions are typical-
ly made with pre-tax dollars, the more you put in, 
the lower your taxable income.

• Invest for growth. Some studies show that 

men may invest more aggressively than women 
– though not necessarily more successfully. How-
ever, while you do need to invest wisely, you can’t 
ignore the need for growth. Consequently, you 
should consider including a reasonable percentage 
of growth-oriented investments in your retirement 
and other investment accounts, with the precise 
amount depending on your individual goals, risk 
tolerance and time horizon.

• Look for income even while serving as care-
giver. Of course, you may never become the pri-
mary caregiver for your elderly parents – but even 
if you do, it doesn’t necessarily follow that you 
must forego all earned income. If it’s possible, you 
could seek to go part-time at your current job, or 
request some type of telecommuting arrangement. 
And as long as you have some earned income, 
from somewhere, you can still contribute to an 
IRA.

• Manage retirement plan withdrawals care-
fully. Once you’re retired, possibly to become 
a full-time caregiver, you can take penalty-free 
– though still taxable – withdrawals from your 
401(k) as early as age 55, provided you meet cer-
tain conditions. Once you’re 59-1/2, you can take 
penalty-free withdrawals from a traditional IRA, 
though the money will be taxable. While you can 
withdraw contributions you made to a Roth IRA at 
any time, tax- and penalty-free, you’ll have to wait 
until 59-1/2 to take out your earnings free of taxes 
and penalties. And you’ll need to find a sustainable 
withdrawal rate so you can reduce the risk of de-
pleting these accounts too early.

As a society, we are still working toward equal-
ity for all people – including economic equality. 
As a woman, however, you can’t afford to wait 
until that day arrives, so you need to be proactive 
in seeking and maintaining your financial security.

amount. Then transfer the amount to Sched-
ule 3 (Form 1040) or Form 1040NR.

• If you are using a professional tax pre-
parer, be sure to ask about the Saver’s Cred-
it.

• Consider having any refund you receive 
directly deposited to an IRA to further boost 
your retirement savings.

The 19th Annual Transamerica Retire-
ment Survey found that 62 percent of Amer-
ican workers are unaware that the Saver’s 
Credit exists. Don’t overlook this important 

tax credit; it may help you pay less in your 
current federal income taxes while saving 
for retirement. Spread the word—perhaps 
friends and family are eligible for this in-
centive but are unaware of it. 

For more details and resources on the 
Saver’s Credit in English and Spanish, visit 
Transamerica Center for Retirement Stud-
ies® at www.transamericacenter.org/saver-
scredit.

TCRS is a division of Transamerica Insti-
tute®, a nonprofit, private foundation. 

ASK   SCORE
SCORE, Counselors to America’s Small Business
Free Business Counseling

Information small 
business needs to keep

Workforce Agency’s 2019 
Hot Jobs List provides a 
snapshot of the region’s 
workforce needs

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. 
– February 8, 2019 – West 
Michigan Works! today 
released its 2019 Hot Jobs 
list, which highlights the 
top 100 jobs in the region’s 
high-growth industries. 
According to the 2019 Hot 
Jobs list, the majority of 
the high-demand jobs in 
the seven-county region of 
Allegan, Barry, Ionia, Kent, 
Montcalm, Muskegon and 
Ottawa Counties are in the 
manufacturing and health 
sciences sectors.

High-demand occupa-
tions are defined as those 
that have a significant 
number of open positions 
in today’s job market, are 
expected to see consid-
erable growth in the next 
five years, and can lead to 
self-sufficiency through 
living wages and opportu-
nities for advancement. To 
create the list, West Mich-
igan Works! gathers state 

labor market information 
and data from job analytic 
programs. The data is then 
presented to employers 
who provide feedback and 
insights that create an ac-
curate representation of the 
regional hiring needs.

“The Hot Jobs Lists pro-
vides sound guidance for 
students, job seekers and 
our workforce partners,” 
said Jacob Maas, CEO of 
West Michigan Works!. 
“We’re grateful to the many 
regional industry councils 
and employers who pro-
vide input into the Hot Jobs 
List.”

The Hot Jobs List serves 
as a guide for many insti-
tutions and organizations 
across the region, including 
Grand Rapids Community 
College.

“The West Michigan 
Works! Hot Jobs List is 
a critical tool that we use 
with current and potential 

students to help them iden-
tify a career path,” Julie 
Parks, executive director of 
workforce training at Grand 
Rapids Community Col-
lege. “The Hot Jobs List is 
also used by our faculty and 
staff to ensure GRCC re-
mains relevant and respon-
sive to our community.”

West Michigan Works! 
staff uses the Hot Jobs List 
as an important internal 
tool to begin discussions 
around career exploration, 
to identify existing skills 
that would transfer into 
high-demand occupations 
and to inform decisions re-
garding funding for occupa-
tional training. The list also 
identifies careers that are 
eligible for training schol-
arships.

The 2019 Hot Jobs List 
is available on the West 
Michigan Works! website 
at http://jobs.westmiworks.
org/hot-jobs.

One of the most important administrative 
responsibilities small business owners face is 
keeping accurate and current records. Not only 
is it critical for assessing opportunities and risks 
that can affect your company’s profitability and 
potential for growth, it’s also necessary for en-
suring legal and regulatory compliance. 

Regardless of the type of business you’re run-
ning, record keeping comes with the territory. 
Some types of documentation and information 
are required for all businesses and others may 
or may not be necessary depending on your in-
dustry. 

Here’s a list of some commonly required re-
cords businesses need to maintain. While this 
list is not all-inclusive, it will give you a good 
idea of the basic items you need to track and 
keep in your possession. 

• Accounting records
• Expenses
• Income
• Invoices 
• Customer payments and transac-

tion records
• Tax filings (annual, quarterly, and 

monthly if applicable)
• Bank and credit card statements

• Contracts (with clients, vendors, part-
ners, etc.)

• Purchase orders
• Licenses and permits
• Employment applications
• Vehicle mileage logs
• Articles of Incorporation or Certif-

icate of Organization (depending on 
your business’s legal structure)

• Operating Agreement
• Annual Meeting minutes
• Trademark, service mark, and patent 

registrations
• Inventory logs

Without a doubt, there’s a lot to stay on top of 
as a small business owner. To help prevent im-
portant details from slipping through the cracks, 
you need to stay organized and educate yourself 
about what information and documentation you 
need to keep. 

Software programs (such as accounting tools, 
sales and customer relationship databases, in-
ventory software, etc.) alleviate some of the 
work, but remember they all require some man-
ual attention to make sure information is logged 
and entered correctly. If information is missing 
or inaccurate, you (not your software) are ulti-
mately responsible for the integrity of your re-
cords. 

Also make sure you back up your digital data. 
Many cloud-based software applications pro-
vide backup of the data you’ve entered, but your 
computer files (Word documents, Excel files, 
etc.) should be backed up, too. Consider back-
ing up your data on an external hard drive AND 
through a cloud-based data backup service such 
as Carbonite, CrashPlan, SugarSync, or one of 
the many others available. 

Consulting with professionals who specialize 
in taxes, accounting, and business law can also 
help ensure you meet regulations and require-
ments. If you find it difficult to dedicate time to 
maintaining good records, you might also con-
sider transferring some routine record keeping 
tasks to a trusted and capable bookkeeper, vir-
tual assistant, or a consultant. For help knowing 
where to look and what questions to ask when 
locating reputable professionals in your commu-
nity, consider asking a SCORE mentor at your 
local chapter, your local chamber of commerce, 
or business colleagues for advice.

Further advice on planning for your small 
business is available from SCORE, a nonprofit 
association offering a wealth of information re-
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LEGAL 
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
2019 MARCH BOARD OF 

REVIEW 
THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 

OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY 

BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING 

APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2019 
ASSESSMENT ROLL.

THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT: 
THE CITY HALL OFFICES 

66 S MAIN STREET NE
 CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 

ON 
TUESDAY MARCH 5, 2019 

(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM

MONDAY MARCH 11, 2019 
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

AND
WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, 2019 

(APPEAL HEARINGS)
10:00AM – 4:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO MEET 
WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY CALLING 
THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 696-1330 EXT 

102; M-F 8-5. 

A NON-RESIDENT MAY APPEAL BY LETTER. 
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT 
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY MARCH 

11, 2019. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER 
THAT DATE MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. 
IF A TAXPAYER OR PROPERTY OWNER 

HAS ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS 
INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE 

ASSESSING DEPT. 

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS BOARD OF REVIEW

Dated: February 21, 2019  

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, February 14, 2019

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:07 P.M. By 
Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was Re-
cited.  Five Councilmembers Were Present.  One 
Person Addressed The Council During The Public 
Comments. There Were No Scheduled Public Hear-
ings; The Agenda And The Consent Agenda Were 
Approved With The Following Changes: 7D Harrison 
Owens Appointment To The City Planning Commis-
sion To 8I, Addition Of 8J Community Newsletter, 
Addition Of 9I Elected Official Training, Addition Of 
6Ca Property Tax, And Addition Of 6Fa Agreement 
And 6Fb Quit Claim Deed. Action Taken:  City And 
Library Budget Amendments, Budget Workshop 
For March 21, 2019 At 6pm, Resolution 2019-08 A 
Resolution To Revoke The City Water And Sanitary 
Sewer Service To And De-Annex Parcels Affecting 
The Conditional Transfer Of Certain Real Property 
From The Jurisdiction Of The City Of Cedar Springs 
To The Jurisdiction Of Solon Township, And Harrison 
Owens Appointment To The City Planning Commis-
sion. Discussions Were Held On: 2019 Personnel 
Policy For The City Of Cedar Springs Employees, 
Draft Community Event Application Revamp, Com-
munity Event For Alpha Family Center 5K Life Run/
Walk/Ride For Saturday, June 15, 2019-First Review, 
Community Event For Starkbierfest 2019 For April 6, 
2019-First Review, Employee Paid Time Off Losses, 
Review Premise Identification Policy, Rental Reg-
istration Rates, Chamber Of Commerce Sign And 
Community Newsletter.  The Meeting Was Adjourned 
At 8:38 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Is 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: February 21, 2019  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

February 6, 2019
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Brown, Bartels, 
Frandsen, McConnon, Mojzuk, & McIntyre. 
Absent: none.

 
Approved: Consent Agenda/All monthly 

reports received.  Approved: January 2, 2019 
Regular Board meeting minutes. Approved: 
January 2, 2019 Agenda, McConnon added 
under New Business E Water Softener Bids. 
Approved: Christopher Farr as a new Firefighter. 
Approved: Poverty Exemption Resolution 
2019-01. Approved: Cedar Springs Area Parks 
& Recreation By Laws. Approved: Budget 
Amendments as follows: Little Brower Lake 
$3,000.00, Myers Lake $2,000.00, Sewer Fund- 
Professional Services $3,000.00 & Electrical 
Inspections $5,000.00. Approved: Water 
Softener Bid for Bayes Water Treatment to 
replace our current equipment at our Township 
office building for $1,595.00. Next meeting: 
March 6, 2019 @ 7 PM. Complete minutes 
available at the Twp. Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., 
during regular office hours and on the website @ 
www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: February 21, 2019        Sandy Frandsen, 
Clerk 

Matt McConnon, Supervisor

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

COURTLAND TWP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS
A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township 

Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., 
March 13, 2019 at 7:00 PM at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. 
The following application will be a matter for 
consideration:

Application by Mathison Architects/Taylor 
Res., located at 8329 JeNeBe Dr., Rockford, 
MI, PP# 41-07-34-451-061, for release from 
Section 5.04 District Regulations, Front & Rear 
Yard Setbacks of the Courtland Township Zoning 
Ordinance.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information or to make a comment.

Dated: February 21, 2019   Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW 

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS 
AND

PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF NELSON TOWNSHIP
The Nelson Township Board of Review shall 
meet at the Municipal Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand 
Lake, MI for the purpose of reviewing the 2019 
Assessment Roll on the following dates:

Wednesday, March 13, from 3pm to 9pm.
Thursday, March 14, from 9am to 3pm.

Please call PRIOR to the Board of Review if you 
have any questions or concerns regarding your 
Assessment Change Notice. (231.636.5332) 
Appeals must be made/received by the March 
8th, 2019. Protests are not accepted by email, 
facsimile or phone. 
 
Dated: February 21, 2019 Amanda Toomey

Nelson Township Assessor 

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF 

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2019 Assessment 
Roll. The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

 

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township hall at 866-0622 beginning 
Wednesday, February 27 through Thursday, 
March 7, 2019.  Appeals may also be made by 
letter addressed to the Board of Review, 7450 
14 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI  49341 if received no 
later than March 11, 2019.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: February 21, 2019  Jane Kolbe, 
Assessor, Courtland Township

Monday, March 11, 2019    9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019   3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Check out our e-edition @ 
cedarspringspost.

com/e-newspaper-2/
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PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Regular Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, March 14, 2019

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

A Public Hearing will be held regarding 
the transfer of 14190 White Creek, 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319 (41-02-25-
300-051) from Solon Township to the 

City of Cedar Springs.

Dated: February 21, 2019  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Special Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Monday, March 4, 2019

4:30 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the meeting is to hold a 
workshop regarding the 2019 Red Flan-

nel Festival and to discuss any other 
business that may come before the City 

Council.

Dated: February 21, 2019  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BUDGET HEARING
Public Notice is hereby given that the Public 

Hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year    
2019-2020 will be held on Wednesday, March 
6, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. at the Courtland Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd.  A copy of the proposed 
budget will be available for public inspection at 
the Courtland Township Hall, Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 to Noon and 1:00 to 4:30 
PM.  

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE 
RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO 
SUPPORT THE PROPOSED BUDGET 
WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THIS 
HEARING.

Dated: February 21, 2019        Sandy Frandsen, 
Clerk 

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan
SUMMARY OF NELSON 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
MEETING

2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, February 12, 2019
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, Mahoney and 
Armstrong. Absent: Austin.

Board action approved: Ordinance 2019-001 
Prohibits Marihuana Facilities and Establishments; 
Assigned funds to Nonmotorized trail; Accepted 
Cedar Springs Parks & Rec name change and 
increase funding for 2019-2020.

Discussed:  Poverty Exemption Income Guidelines 
and Asset Test.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.
 
Dated: February 21, 2019 Laura Hoffman

Nelson Township Clerk

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Solon Township Board of Review will meet 
at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave. NE, 
Cedar Springs, Michigan on the following dates: 

March 11, 2019 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

March 13, 2019 9:00 am - 12 Noon
 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear be-
fore the Board of Review at 616-696-1718 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Wednesday. If you have 
specific questions contact the Assessor.

Dated: Feb. 21, 2019 Thomas Doane, 
Assessor Solon Township

LEGAL NOTICES

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

71 N. Main St. | Cedar Springs

FOR
SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew

Page 2
Pages 11-14

Memorial Day Sports

Pages 16-17

reaching around the world



Penelope – 5-Year-Old Female – Terrier Mix
Meet Penelope! Pe-
nelope is a happy gal 
with an easy-go-lucky 
attitude.  Her three 
favorite things are smil-
ing, running, and play-
ing! She is looking for 
an active family with a 
fenced-in backyard. Pe-

nelope would make a great camping buddy and companion 
to walk and explore the trails of Michigan. She came to us 
from Genesee County Animal Control in December and is 
ready for her new, loving home.
If you’re interested in adopting Penelope, please visit HSWM.

Milo James - 3-Year-Old Male - Domestic Short Hair Mix
Meet Milo James! He has 
been with HSWM since 
December 28th, 2018. 
He is awaiting his forever 
home at our offsite adop-
tion location at Chow-
hound in Standale. He 
enjoys interacting with 
customers and employees, 
especially if they give him 
chin scratches! Milo James is a mellow guy who would love 
to window watch, relax on the couch with his human com-
panion, or take a cozy afternoon nap. 
If you’re interested in adopting Milo James, please visit him at 
Chowhound in Standale.

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 

Rockford Quarterly Coin 
Show: Rockford Sports-
man’s Club, Sunday, March 
3rd from 9am to 4pm. FREE 
admission. FREE ap-
praisals. Buy - Sell - Trade 
with area collectors and 
dealers. #8,9p
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ANNOUNCEMENT

LIKE YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS?

DONATE! 
with PayPal 

@ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

Keep The POST 
Coming . . .

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

CRITTER
CORNER

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   STThe

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them 

at 3077 Wilson NW,   just ½ mile north 
of Three Mile Road during adoption 
hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEKSERVICE

STORAGE
FOR RENT

HOMES 
FOR SALE

small ads 
make ¢ents

for details 
call

696-3655

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

CLASSIFIEDS
are online at 

http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

C
la

ss
ifi

ed
s 

 W
o

rkNarrow
Your 

Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

HELP 
WANTED

Animal Ads
are FREE 

in The POST
696-3655

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 

616-696-1100

Check out this home
for sale at

13651 Iris Lane
details online at 

Cedar Springs Department 
of Public Works is hiring for 
SEASONAL employment. 
Qualified individuals should 
be able to perform various 
physical activities including 
landscaping, mowing, trimming 
and building maintenance, 
some street maintenance 
and other municipal services 
as needed or directed. This 
is a great opportunity for an 
enthusiastic and energetic 
individual who works well with 
others and enjoys working 
outdoors. A full job description 
is available at the City of Cedar 
Springs website under “News”. 
This is a SEASONAL PART 
TIME position from.  Pay starts 
at $9-13 per hour depending on 
qualifications and 28 hours per 
week. Please wnd a completed 
City Employment Application, 
cover letter, resume, and 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org  Applications to be reviewed 
initially on March 11, 2019, 
applications accepted until 
position filled. #8-10b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

For Sale: AKC Siberian Husky 
pups. Vet checked, first shots, 
de-wormed. Please call 616-
263-0482 or 989-291-6044. 
#8-11p

The POST 
will give you

 
$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

 CA$H
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Thank you 

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

Are you embarrassed and tired of having to 
cover your mouth every time you smile?

Give us a call at 616-918-3037 
You can also visit us at www.micedardental.com

If this is you, our 
Cedar Springs 
Dental team 

would love to 
help you get 
the smile you 

deserve! 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM and FRIDAYS 8AM-2PM

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

The Lady Red Hawks had strong performances through-
out the competition and earned some of their highest scores 
of the season. The Red Hawk fans cheered as they heard 
scores for Rounds one (232.2) and Two (229.6). Round 3 
began with only a 3-point difference between Cedar Springs 
and the 2nd place team from DeWitt. The Lady Red Hawks 
took the mat, hit every stunt and jump and earned an ex-
tremely high score of 319.6, but still fell short of claiming 
the District Title by only .14 points. 

Coach Anne Olszewski is proud of this team. “We had 
some of our best scores at districts and fell barely short of 
defending our title, but we are heading to Regionals. The 
top four teams will advance to State Finals on March 2nd. 
That is our goal—to get to State Finals. It has been 9 years 
since Cedar Springs has been to State. We are ready!” 

In addition to advancing to Regional Competition next 
Saturday, the team also celebrates several of their athletes 
who were named to the OK White All Conference Com-
petitive Cheer team: Gabby Endres, Elayna Male, Emily 
Pierson, Paige Pierson and Sophia Dault, and two receiving 
honorable mention: Harlow Hovarter and Olivia Endres. 
Congratulations ladies!

Come and support this group of hard-working ladies at 
the Regionals Competition this Saturday, February 23rd at 
Kenowa Hills High School at 10 a.m. Good luck Lady Red 
Hawks!

Cheer
...continued from page 8

finished 1st. 72 lb Luke Egan wrestled on 
Cyclones 12U Team. Egan won 2 matches 
for the day and his team finished 5th. 85 lb 
Ayden McClurken wrestled on Cyclones 
12U Team. McClurken won a match and 
his team finished 5th. 80 lb Tyler Parmeter 
wrestled on TNT 10U Team. Parmeter won 
three matches and his team finished 2nd. 
72 lb Josh Vasquez wrestled on MI May-
hem’s 12U Team. Vasquez went 4-1 for 
the day and his team finished 3rd. For the 
PENNWAY Individuals, Tyler Parmeter fin-
ished 5th in his division. Ayden McClurken 
finished 2nd and Champions of the day are 
Luke Egan and Josh Vasquez.

Harper Cheng and Kaleb Pautke also 
wrestled on their Byron Center school-
based duals team on Saturday. Both claimed 
3 victories each and their team finished 2nd. 
The rest of the team traveled to the South 
West region’s Go Earn It competition at 
Wings Stadium. 90 lb Xavier Carpentier, 
11/12 age group and 58 lb Tatianna Castil-
lo, 7/8 age group finished 3rd. 75 lb Quinten 
Cassiday, 9/10 age group; 95 lb Blake Peas-
ley, 11/12 age group, 64 lb Desmond Smith, 
7/8 age group and 66 lb Kellen Weckesser, 
9/10 age group all finished 2nd. Valentine’s 
Day Brawl Champion is 49 lb Brody Com-
pau, 7/8 age group. 

“These kids are exposed to some of the 
toughest competition in the nation,” re-
marked Head Coach Dave Andrus. “Their 
sportsmanship continues to impress me 
whether coming down from an incredible 
win or having to pick themselves back up 
from a tough loss.”

WMP
...continued from page 8

Games
...continued from page 8
Hawks medal with Taylor Crystal taking 1st 
and Hudson Cassiday taking 3rd.

The 2010-2011 age division saw more 
Red Hawks medal with Tucker Crystal tak-
ing 1st and Dillon VanDyke taking 2nd in 
the combined Open bracket of 61/64lbs. 
Chasyn Winchel had another strong show-
ing in the Open 67lb weight class with a 
2nd place finish and Jaxon Fitzgerald took 
2nd place in the Open 72lb weight class. On 
the Novice side of the 52lb bracket Eli Gun-
derson earned a 1st place finish.

Moving to the afternoon session of wres-
tling saw five wrestlers medal in the 2008-
2009 age group. In the Open 69lb weight 
class Deegan Pike took 3rd place while in 
the Open 78lb weight class Blake Falan 
managed a 1st place finish. In the Open 85lb 
bracket Jon Libera took 2nd place, while on 
the Novice side in the 75lb weight class Ca-
leb Austin took 1st.  Also on the Novice side 
in the 130lb weight class Zachary Vu took 
2nd place.

In the 2006-2007 age group, Rory 
Schoenborn  was a 2nd place finisher in the 
85lb weight class and Gavyn Byxbe took 
3rd place in the 100lbs bracket. In the 105lb 
bracket Hudson Crystal took 3rd place and 
Wyatt Cooper took 2nd place in the HWT 
bracket.

`The 2004-2005 age group saw Gabe Gair 
take 3rd place in the 130lb weight class and 
Logan Troupe fought for a 2nd place finish 
in the 138lb weight class. Rounding out the 
age group was Antwuan Nicholls, who was 
able to take 1st place in the 145lb weight 
class.

State Champ Ryan Ringler finished the dual with a pin to 
close out the Rockets 35-31.

The following dual brought more fireworks. The Falcons 
of Allendale, led by local legendary coach Duane Watson, 
have reached the Regional finals five years in a row and are 
no strangers to the State tournament.

Xavier Anderson lit things up with an OT victory and the 
Hawks took the lead out of the gate. The Falcons came back 
to build a 24-9 advantage but once again Smith, Elliston and 
Pienton rose to the occasion and tied the dual at 24 a piece. 
After two consecutive pins from Allendale, there were only 
two weight classes left. Fortunately for the Red Hawks they 
had a few aces in the hole. Ringler pinned. Sage Serbenta 
pinned. The score was tied 36-36 and went to the officials 
for the tiebreaker. When the announcer rang, “Your win-
ner on tiebreaker criteria C, Cedar Springs!” the hometown 
crowd erupted with joy and celebration. The Red Hawks 
had won their first Regional Wrestling Title since 1996. 

“That was one of the best sporting events I have ever 
been a part of!” said MYWA Coach James Streeter. “My 
kids were on the edge of their seats the whole time.” 

The boys now travel to Wings Event Center in Kalama-
zoo to represent the community at the MHSAA State Finals 
on Friday at 6:45 p.m.

Wrestlers
...continued from page 9

winning the P1 Division last fall. Olivia also plays on the 
Cedar Springs Varsity Girls Soccer team in the spring.

Both girls began playing soccer at a young age with the 
local AYSO organization.

Emerson Andino and Karim Hussian both coach the 
teams the girls play on. Kendal has been training/playing 
for Emerson and Karim for 4-½ years, and this is the first 
year for Olivia.

The girls’ teams both came home Orlando City Winter 
Classic Champions. Kendal’s team beat the Orlando City 
2005 ECNL team, which is ranked #2 in the State of Flor-
ida, 2-1 in the Championship game. Olivia’s team won all 
4 of their games by scoring 9 goals, and not allowing any 
goals to be scored against them.

Soccer
...continued from page 9

Ask Score
...continued from page 11

and that she was a good friend.”
Tri County’s crisis team members were available at the 

two schools to help students, staff and parents. The letter said 
they would be available to middle and high school students 
as well.

“We hurt and mourn with the loss of these precious stu-
dents,” wrote Cumings. “Please keep the family and friends 
in your thoughts and prayers during this time.”

Cedar Springs Public Schools Superintendent Scott Smith 
told the Post that while the tragic events that touched the Ce-
dar Springs community did not directly involve any of their 
students, their crisis team was ready to support students and 
staff who may have been connected in some way to the trag-
edy.

The family of Kyrie and Cassidy will greet friends Friday 
from 5-7 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Ce-
dar Springs. A private graveside service will be held on Sat-
urday.

sources, training, and free counseling designed to help entrepre-
neurs nationwide build productive, profitable businesses. 

A SCORE Counselor can serve as a sounding board and will 
provide valuable unbiased feedback on how to improve things. 
The SCORE Counselor can also look at the business from the 
perspective of a bank or other investor, and raise questions you 
may have overlooked.
All SCORE counseling is offered as a free and confidential com-
munity service. There are 30 counselors in the Grand Rapids 
office of SCORE. Call 616-771-0305 for an appointment with a 
knowledgeable counselor or e-mail us at score@grandrapids.org.
Free and Confidential Counseling
SCORE, 250 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-771-0305
www.grandrapids.score.org
e-mail: score@grandrapids.org

Murder
...continued from page 3

Thank you 
to our Advertisers for

KEEPING THE POST 
COMING!

#shopthepost

Kendal Brown scoring the winning goal against Midwest United 04 
Academy Team.
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MLS# 19005436

MLS# 19005473

MLS# 19005371

MLS# 19005040

3837 Johnson Rd, Gowen

9480 Fricke Dr, Rockford

9 River St, Rockford 

$120,000

$249,900

$100,000 each parcel

DOING MORE FROM

FOR SALE
TO

 SOLD

249071THINKING ABOUT A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?  
Contact Tina Johnson at 

616.951.2095    
Tracie 
Rich
616.884.2056
RE/MAX UNITED

3
BEDS

2
BATH

1,988
SQ FT

Tina
Johnson
616.884.2095
RE/MAX UNITED

This spacious 3 
bedroom 2 full bath 

home is almost 2K 
sqft. Large family 

room with wood 
fireplace opens to 

kitchen with center 
island .

Do you need more 
space? Room to 

roam outside? 
Then this 5 

bedroom 2 bath 
home sitting on 2 
acres is just what 

you need!  

2.12
ACRES

5
BEDS

2
BATHS

2,524
SQ FT

Wooded land in 
Award Winning 

Rockford school 
district. Easy 

commute to Grand 
Rapids. Walk to 

Townsend Park! 

$300,000

This home has an 
amazing setting 
overlooking the 

popular Rockford Dam 
where you can enjoy 

the cascade of the 
water, summertime 

entertainment .

4
BEDS

3
BATHS

1,357
SQ FT

Mollie
Dauser
616.884.2075
RE/MAX UNITED

MLS# 19005372
2.97
ACRES

8095/8150 Copper Ridge Dr, 
Rockford

Leisa 
Lodden
616.884.2039
RE/MAX UNITED

Please correct Mollie’s phone number to 
616.884.2075

For Leisa’s land can you make it not overlap 
the photo?

United Hospital

For Everything in Life,
We're United With You

At Spectrum Health United Hospital, we're here 
and we're ready. Whether your circumstance is 
scheduled, unexpected or an emergency, rest 
assured that the resources of our nationally 
recognized health system are here for you. 
And whether you're a current patient or not, 
we're here with care available 24/7 through 
MedNow—a secure video visit using your 
smartphone, computer or tablet anywhere in 
Michigan. Discover greater possibilities when a 
health system brings care to wherever you are.

See all of the ways we're helping you get and stay healthy.

spectrumhealth.org/united  |  616.754.4691

Emergency Care
Long-term Care
Women's Health
Radiology and Lab Services
Family Medicine
Cancer Care
Surgery
United Lifestyles


