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Community pulls together for brothers battling cancer
By Judy Reed

The greater Cedar Springs community has
shown their support over the last nine months
for the family of Brison and Preston Ricker,
two teen brothers fighting cancer, but the massive number of cans donated at their annual
can drive at Meijer this week took everyone
by surprise.
This month’s drive started at 5 p.m. Monday, and by 11 p.m. Monday evening, they
had to stop counting. Volunteers returned on
Tuesday evening, hoping to finish it off. But
the cans kept coming, and at last count, over
86,000 cans were donated, and they still have
a trailer that is 2/3 full of cans that they are
holding until next month.
“We knew that this month’s can drive would
be a larger turnout but honestly we were
Community - continues on page 12

Teen Brison Ricker, who suffers from an inoperable brain tumor, is getting better with
the alternative treatments he is getting from
Carts full of cans were lined up inside and outside the Cedar Springs Meijer store Monday and Tuesday, as volun- the Burzynski Clinic in Texas. Photo from the
Ricker’s gofundme page.
teers worked to feed over 86,000 of them into the machines. Photo courtesy of Team Rickerstrong.

First grade library card drive Trufant woman
killed in crash

Post photo by J. Reed.

A woman died Thursday, Feb. 2, 2017, when she lost control of the
car she was driving and hit a tree on Meddler, in Spencer Township.

Cedar Springs Library Director Donna Clark, Mrs. Graff (Cedar Springs first grade teacher), Heidi Fifield (CS Children’s Paraprofessional), Sara
Magnuson (Youth librarian at Nelson Township/Sand Lake branch of KDL), and Mary Shallman (Youth Paraprofessional at Spencer Township
branch of KDL) pose with children in Mrs. Graff’s classroom.

For 20 years the Cedar
Springs Public Library has
celebrated “March is Reading
month” by holding a library
card drive for all first graders in the area. It started with
a push from Mike Metzger
in 1997, and has grown into
a joint project with two local
Kent District Library branches (Nelson Township/Sand
Lake and Spencer Township)
as well, since children in those
library areas also attend school
in Cedar Springs.
With “March is Reading
Month” right around the corner, Library staff from the

Cedar Springs Library, Nelson
Township/Sand Lake KDL
Branch, and Spencer Township KDL Branch decided to
officially visit all first grade
classes, Monday, February
6, for the 21st year in a row!
One-by-one, Sara Magnuson
(KDL Nelson Twp), Mary
Shallman (KDL Spencer), and
Heidi Fifield (Cedar Springs
Library) made their way to
the 10 different classrooms
at Cedar Trails, then out to
Creative Technologies Academy for one more. As Children’s
Specialists, Sara, Mary and
Heidi shared a world available

to first graders with a simple
library card...a world of books,
movies, music, toys, electronics, eMaterials, and more.
“First graders love learning
to read and they love reading
incentives,” said Clark. “All
first graders are invited to come
to see Lego Batman for FREE,
compliments of the three libraries. A personal or family
library card also adds value
to the evening for first graders—FREE Popcorn! But,
what about moms and
dads, family and friends? Yes,
for only $3 first graders may
invite anyone they wish to

join them! There is plenty of
room at the Kent Theatre!”
This invitation goes out to
all first graders in the Cedar
Springs area, whether they go
to a public, private, charter or
home school.
All first graders may go to
one of the three participating libraries and pick up a
FREE movie pass before
the showing on Monday,
March 5 or the showing on
Tuesday, March 6. The
movie starts at 6 p.m. both
nights. Oh, and by the way,
there are books about Legos,
too!

A 53-year-old Trufant woman died Thursday morning,
February 2, when she crashed into a tree in Spencer Township.
According to Sgt. Corey Luce, with the Kent County Sheriff Department, the crash occurred shortly before
10:30 a.m. He said that according to a witness who was
following, Luanne Crankshaw was headed northbound on
Meddler near 20 Mile Road, on a patch of road covered
with windblown snow, when she lost control of the 2005
Mazda Tribute she was driving and went off the east side of
the road and hit a tree. The impact was on the driver’s side.
Neither excessive speed nor alcohol appear to be factors.
No other passengers were in the vehicle.
The crash is still under investigation.
Spencer Township Fire and Rescue, Rockford Ambulance, and the Kent County Road Commission assisted at
the scene.
Sgt. Luce said that is the second fatality this year. They
had one in January, and one in February. By this time last
year, there had already been five fatalities in Kent County.
He said they had 24 between July and December, and also
assisted other police agencies on two others, for a total of
31 fatalities in 2016.
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Ringleader of gas-pump skimming More winter fun
scheme convicted
Jury convicts last of seven defendants
in scheme that stretched from Texas to
Colorado, Indiana, Wisconsin, Ohio
and Michigan
Antonio
DeJesus
Perez-Martinez, 44, of Austin,
Texas, was convicted on January 30, of conspiracy to commit wire-fraud, credit account
fraud, and aggravated identity
theft after a four-day jury trial. Perez-Martinez, the last of
eight defendants charged in
the case and the overall leader
of a conspiracy that at times
involved over a dozen participants, remains in the custody
of the U.S. Marshals Service
pending sentencing on May 15
before Chief Judge Robert J.
Jonker, who presided over the
trial.
The evidence at trial established that Perez-Martinez, a
Cuban citizen and lawful permanent resident of the United

States (“green-card” holder),
recruited numerous other recently-arrived Cuban citizens,
all of whom had entered the
United States in 2014 under a
special “parole” program that
admits Cuban citizens who
present themselves to immigration authorities at the border, into a fraud scheme that
initially involved obtaining
compromised credit-account
data from illicit websites, encoding that data onto cards,
and using the “cloned” cards
to bulk-buy gift cards and
stored-value cards.
During the Summer of 2015,
Perez-Martinez switched from
acquiring account data online
to using “skimming” devices
that his accomplices secretly

installed inside gas-pumps,
and also extended his group’s
operation into West Michigan.
Skimming devices capture
the account data of any card
used to purchase gas without
interfering with the purchase,
leaving the account holder unaware that the data has been
compromised until it has been
re-encoded onto cloned cards
and used to make unauthorized
purchases. Because skimming
devices acquire account data
firsthand, the numbers are
more recent and more reliable
than those acquired secondhand from online hackers, and
the illegal profits are greater.

Perez-Martinez’ conviction
brings the total number of convictions from the case to seven:
Raul Gonzalez Falcon (29),
Yunier Carballo-Pupo (34),
Manuel Perez-Cabrera (38),
and Michel Velazquez-Gregori (30), none of whom had
prior criminal records and
all of whom agreed to plead
guilty and to cooperate with
the investigation. All received
sentences of 21 months in
prison. Pedro Sanchez-Pupo
(32) received a sentence of 37
months. A seventh defendant,
Juan Estrada-Galvez, was allowed to plead guilty to a state
scheme - continues on page 13

Everyone has a favorite way to welcome the New Year,
and here you can see Emily Patterson, 12, of Howard City,
enjoying a winter ride in the snow! Emily is the daughter of
Stacie and Jason Minard of Howard City, and Bret Patterson, of Newaygo.

Community survey on law enforcement Robin sightings
Here is your
chance to tell the
state how your local
law enforcement
agency is doing,
and what you’d like
to see happen to
make your community safer.
The Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement
Standards (MCOLES) has
released a community survey
to help gauge public trust as it
works to complete a study for
Gov. Rick Snyder.
On Oct. 4, 2016, Gov. Snyder issued Executive Directive 2016-2, telling MCOLES
to “undertake a study and produce by May 1, 2017, a public
report addressing the topic of
fostering public trust in law
enforcement.”
MCOLES is a state commission that sets standards
for the law enforcement profession in Michigan, including recruiting, training, and
professional licensing (www.
michigan.gov/mcoles).
“Community engagement
and community policing activities can advance the legitimacy of law enforcement

across the state. Only through
community
partnerships
can law enforcement reduce
crime and disorder at the local level,” said Commission
Chair Sheriff Jerry Clayton,
“The report will offer practical steps that can be taken to
strengthen police community
relations and enhance the legitimacy of law enforcement
in Michigan.”
When completed, the report
will offer a set of recommendations to strengthen public
trust and confidence in law
enforcement in communities
across Michigan. The goal is
to determine how residents
and law enforcement can
work together to make local
communities safe and secure.
The governor also directed
MCOLES to “consider the
status of community relationships and what factors can impact the public’s trust.” In or-

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant

der for the recommendations
to be meaningful MCOLES is
seeking input from residents
across the state.
A short survey is now available online for residents to
comment on how to advance
police-community relations
in their area. All communities are not the same and local
residents have unique issues
and concerns that need to be
addressed. Responses will be
organized and evaluated by
Commission workgroups and
the comments will form the
basis for the final recommendations of the report.
To take the survey online, visit: https://www.
s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
ExeDir2016-2. The link will
remain open until March 20,
2017.
Some items on the survey
contain check-boxes while
others seek open-ended com-

ments. MCOLES
wants residents to
share their thoughts
on how police
community relations in their area
can improve. But
if relations are working well,
MCOLES also wants to hear
about success stories.
MCOLES also has established a special e-mail box so
citizens can freely share general ideas. All comments will
be considered but MCOLES
wants respondents to focus on
police community relations in
their area. To submit general
comments, or submit documents for consideration residents should send an email to
MCOLES ExecDir2016-2@
michigan.gov.
Those responding to the
survey or e-mail box will
not be identified personally.
MCOLES asks for a zip code
to ensure all areas of Michigan are surveyed and there
are three questions that ask
for gender, race, and age. The
survey does not ask for names
or other personal information.
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Randy Spicer, of Solon Township, sent us the photo
showing a tree full of robins. “On January 31st we spotted
15 robins in our apple trees. It was really neat to see them
for two reasons,” he wrote. “That day was my grandpa
Leon Covell’s 80th birthday! He always told me that when
you see a robin spring is near.”
We certainly don’t know for sure, but according to Ranger Steve Mueller, it’s also
possible they could be robins
that wintered here. He said
they saw 133 robins during
the Christmas bird count.
“Many stay around but mostly in swamp areas during the
winter. They seek berries
during the winter and show
up in people’s yards feeding
Collision & Glass
on crab
and Experts
things
Your
Body
andapples
Paint
Centers
like
that,”
he
explained.
Just south of Big Rapids
• scottsbodyshop.c
So whether they are newly
Fixing Cars.
Helping people. arrived or whether they wintered here, 15 robins in trees
is a sight to see!
For more on birds, visit our
Outdoors
section on page 8.
n

...Helping people is our bus

... Helping people is our business.
Greenville:
(616) 754-0307

Cedar Springs:
(616) 696-1830

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Collision & Mechanical Services
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Collision & Glass Services
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This photo shows the original brick home built by Bill Bolthouse Sr. in 1953, which
adjoined the property he farmed that many call “the muck fields,” “onion fields,” or
“carrot fields” on 17 Mile Rd, east of the city.

By Sue Wolfe

Leon stout with daughter Debra Stout and son Jon stout.

One of the advantages of small
towns is the personal and trusting
friendships that develop and are often
carried through with future generations. Such is the case with the Bolthouse and Stout families.
Bill Bolthouse Sr. and Carl D. Stout
were local business owners who also
shared time together as friends in Cedar Springs starting in the late 1940s.
Their sons, Bill Bolthouse Jr. and Leon
Stout continued a relationship as fellow businessmen and friends. In 1953,
Bill Bolthouse Sr. built the brick home

located on 17 Mile Rd, about one mile
east of town, adjoining property often
referred to locally as the “muck farms”
or “carrot fields.” For many years the
Bolthouse family raised carrots, celery,
onions, and other crops in the fields
running along both sides of 17 Mile
Road east of the homestead. Bolthouse
Farms was founded in 1915 in Grant,
Michigan and sold the business to
Madison Dearborn in 2005. Bill Bolthouse Jr. is a 3rd generation of farmers
in his family and graduated from Cedar Springs High School (CSHS) in
1958 as part of the last graduating class
donated - continues on page 5

Former business may become home
for veterans
By Judy Reed

Bob and Betty Truesdale
built the Amish Warehouse
Furniture and Gifts store and
adjoining home at 141 S. Main
Street in 2009, and now that
they have retired and are living
with family in another part of
the state, they would like to
see it turned into something
unique: a home for veterans in
need.
“There is a big need for veteran housing,” said Bob, as he
explained the plans he has in
mind for the site.
He said they have plans on
the drawing board to convert
the lower level of the Amish
Warehouse store into beautiful living quarters for up to
six veterans. It would include
six large bedrooms, a 40x30
living room, and three full size
bathrooms. The rooms will be
furnished with Amish dressers,
twin beds, chairs and lamps.
“It is our desire to give these
forgotten men the best of life
and accommodations,” he explained.
The street level area of the

Amish Warehouse would be
an activity area.
The facility would be managed by Mark and Elsa Eldred, of Cedar Springs. They
are already living in the house
that adjoins the store, and are
licensed by the Veteran’s Administration as caregivers. Elsa
is also a registered dietician.
Bob said vets would share
meals in the big dining room
in the house, and have access
to the kitchen. “They will be
like a family and have full use
of the facilities,” he explained.
The home would use the
services of Margaret Freund,
of Rockford, to screen the applicants. Margaret is a nationally certified counselor, who is
also certified as a senior advisor, certified in long term care,
in aging, and other areas. She
works with a similar home in
Rockford that she established
8 months ago.
“I’ve been working with
veteran groups and seniors for
30 years, to help them stay in
their home. When folks get to
where their mobility doesn’t
work as well, they stop eat-

ing, stop shopping, and other things,” she explained. “I
decided to create a home that
was wheelchair accessible all
around, and I do the shopping
for them, make sure they have
food in the cupboards, etc.”
She said the veterans would
be referred for the Cedar
Springs house by other agencies, such as the VA health
center, Veterans hospital, other
hospitals, attorneys, and more.
There would also be an extensive background check, interview, and a request for three
references.
She also said that if something pops up in the criminal
background check, it doesn’t
mean they will automatically be denied. “We know that
sometimes veterans have had
problems with the law. We will
take it on a case by case basis
and see where they are now,”
explained Freund. She did say
that no sex offenders would be
allowed.
Besides veterans living in
the basement level and doing
recreation on the street level,
Truesdale has an added idea
for the street level area. “We’d
like it to also be a ‘Good times
activity center’ for adults that

Please Help Us
If you have a heart for our veterans,

please talk to members of our city planning
commission and council.
We would very much appreciate your “yes” vote
Or send us a note at 141 S Main Street
And if you have a veteran family member who would
enjoy living with us, please phone Margaret Freund
616-432-3076 for an application/interview

Thank you very much,
Bob and Betty Trueseale & Mark and Elsa Eldred

awarehouse@att.net

need care on a daily basis, for
a nominal fee. There would
be activities galore—games,
puzzles, table tennis, videos,
shuffleboard, computers and
more. And they would be provided a tasty lunch,” he added.
Also anyone could stop in for
free coffee and cookies and to
chat with the veterans or those
adults being cared for that day.
Veterans - continues on page 5
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Mild winters are harsh on
Fast facts:
Michigan roads
•

Michigan roadways become
vulnerable to damage during
unseasonably warm temperatures.
Extreme thaws create unstable, soft
roadbeds that are susceptible to
potholes.
To report a pothole, call MDOT’s
Pothole Hotline toll-free at 888296-4546, or go to https://goo.gl/
x6Rgo9.

Unseasonably warm temperatures provide
a nice break from Michigan’s long winter. But •
they also offer another break that’s not so nice.
With each sustained warm-up, the roads that
have been frozen begin to thaw from the surface •
downward, and the melting snow and ice saturate
the ground. The roadbed, softened by trapped
moisture beneath the pavement, is more susceptible to damage during
every significant thaw.
A sustained thaw typically happens only once
a year in the spring but
not this year. Continuous
temperatures above and
below freezing have created several freeze-thaw
PAVEMENT
cycles, which also create
potholes.
SUB-BASE
“It’s normal to get a
SOIL
few days throughout the
The moisture freezes when temperatures
Potholes begin after snow or rain seeps
winter that are warmer
drop, causing the ground to expand and
into the soil below the road surface.
than usual, but this year
push the pavement up.
has been unusually sporadic,” said State Transportation Director Kirk T.
Steudle. “Extreme temperature fluctuations creGAP
ate many issues for road
maintenance.”
Potholes are most
prevalent during freeze/
When vehicles drive over this cavity, the
As temperatures rise, the ground returns
thaw cycles, when water
pavement surface cracks and falls into
to normal level but the pavement often
remains raised. This creates a gap between the hollow space, leading to the birth of
penetrates the pavement
another pothole.
the pavement and the ground below it.
surface and refreezes,
This information can be accessed on MDOT’s Web site at www.michigan.gov/mdot
roads - continues on page 5

Birth of a Pothole

.
MDOT Graphics\Offices\Communications\Pothole files k/h Rev. 4/27/2004
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From the Pulpit

Pastor Craig Carter
North Kent Community Church
1480 Indian Lakes Rd. • Sparta, MI 49345

Precious thoughts
“How precious to me are your thoughts,
O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were
I to count them, they would outnumber the
grains of sand. When I awake, I am still
with you” (Psalms 139:17-18 NIV).
I am thinking about my sermon series for
this month on “Love.” Specifically, God’s
love for me! I could not help but contemplate on the verse in Psalms 139:17-18 that
tells me what God thinks about me. Did you
know that the thoughts God thinks about
me are much better than what I think about
myself? Let’s look at these verses and the
three primary characteristics about God’s
thoughts.
First, God’s thoughts are precious. When
you reflect on your life and what you think
about yourself, do find your personal

thoughts precious? The Hebrew word here
for “precious” means to be precious, valued
and honored. It is also a verb that means
God puts actions behind His thoughts. He
is always working behind the scenes of our
lives to show us our value and to bring us
honor. Another root Hebrew word for “precious” means “to be pleased.” Do you know
when God thinks about you, He is pleased?
Why? Because you do everything, right?
No! Most of us spend our whole lives trying to please others and God, too. However,
according to His Word, the only thing that
pleases Him is faith, and our trust in what
Jesus already did. God so loved us that he
sent his son, Jesus, to die on the cross for
our sins (John 3:16). He put action behind
His loving thoughts.

Secondly, His thoughts toward you are
numerous; they are vast. He said if we
could count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When was the last
time you accurately counted the number of
sand grains at Grand Haven beach? In your
human ability, it is not possible. Yet, God
says that’s how much he thinks about you!
God thinks about you all the time. Psalm
139: 2-4 says, “You know when I sit and
when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from
afar. You discern my going out and my lying
down; you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you know it
completely, O LORD.” The Hebrew word
for “vast” not only means be to be numerous or great, but to be powerful, mighty
and strong. God’s thoughts toward us are
strong. They are not “strong” with negativity, but strong in love. They are designed
to make us stronger. Understanding and receiving God’s loving thoughts towards you
empowers you to be strong. Romans 8:3537 says, “Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine or nakedness or
danger or sword?…No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us.”

ChurchDirectory
North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta,
MI 49345

866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

616.550.6398
coumc.weebly.com


Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Pastor Craig S. Carter

Lastly, His thoughts are comforting and
reassuring. Notice in verse 18, David says,
“when I awake, I am still with you.” It is
as if he is surprised that God is still there.
The word “awake” implies it’s a new day.
When I wake up today, He is still there. He
has not left me. Regardless of my previous
day, good or bad, He is still there. Remember, God’s thoughts and actions are strong,
filled with the power to convince you of
His love towards you. There is no greater statement of love than consistency and
faithfulness. All of us have experienced unfaithfulness in some way, shape or form—a
lack of follow through, a broken promise, a
failed commitment. Whatever the form, we
know the insecurity it brings into our lives
regarding love. However, God assures us
again and again, that He will “never leave
us or forsake us” (Hebrews 13:5).
Remember that when you wake up tomorrow, God is still there with you, and
He is for you! His thoughts and actions towards you are precious and vast, designed
to reveal to you that He loves you. You’re
precious and so are God’s thoughts toward
you.

In order to receive the
direction from God you
must be able to receive
the correction from God.















Nursery & Children Ministry 
Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org
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PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

...My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.
Hebrews 12:5b,6
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Cedar Springs
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
UnitedUnited
Methodist
Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs

140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Publish Your

Pastor Steve Lindeman
Steve
Lindeman
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 Pastor
a.m. • Coffee
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care a.m.
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Rockford Springs Community Church

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown
22 Mile Road

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

in

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

SAND LAKE

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

Cedar Springs

US-131

www.holyspiritbelmont.org

S. to G.R.

New Ideas, Traditional Worship

St. John Paul II Parish

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am
10
amSunday
Sundayworship
worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

A nniversary A nniversary
W edding
W edding
Church
Connection
emorial
M emorial Donated
M
O bituary
O bituary
T hankyou! T hankyou!
nnouncement A nnouncement
A
E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement
The Cedar Springs Post

Thursday, February 9, 2017

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

CAROL A. PHELPS

Carol A. Phelps age 80 of Cedar Springs,
passed away Sunday, February 5, 2017 at
her home. Carol was born June 30, 1936
in Paw Paw Township, Michigan the
daughter of Bernard and Maude (Sirrine)
Schidt. She served as Nelson Township
Clerk for many years. She loved the Lord
and serving in church, most recently, North
Kent Community Church. Surviving are her
children, Debra Austin and Todd Phelps;
grandchildren, Shawn (Katy) Austin, Troy
(Kendra) Austin, Brandon Austin; six greatgrandchildren. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Dale Phelps. Services were
held Wednesday, February 8th at North
Kent Community Church, 1480 Indian
Lakes Road NE, Sparta. Pastor Craig Carter
officiating. Interment in the spring in East
Nelson Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the
family asks you to pay it forward with an
act of kindness.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

LINDA MICHAELS

Linda Michaels, 72 of Rockford,
unexpectedly went to her heavenly home on
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 in Casa Grande,
Arizona. A memorial service will be held
Saturday, February 11, 2017 at 11:00 am
at the United Methodist Church, Cedar
Springs. A luncheon and time of sharing
will follow at the church.
Local arrangements by Bliss-Witters &
Pike Funeral Home

David Laverne Park

David Laverne Park, born May 14th
1954, passed peacefully in his home on
Thursday, February 2, 2017 surrounded
by his family. He was preceded in death
by his parents Ray Laverne Park and
Mabel Maxine (McQuiston) Park and
brothers Robert, Rodger, Raymond and
Steven. He will be dearly remembered by
his loving wife Kathy; children, Jennifer,
James and Amanda; grandchildren,
Krystal, Brynadine, Jacob, Jennah, Riley,
Destiny and Bentley; great-grandchildren,
Katilynne, Bai, Phee, and Khalisia; brother
Terry, many special cousins, family and
friends. Dan was a fun loving guy, always
cracking jokes. He loved hunting, fishing,
camping and spending time with those he
loved. There will be a Celebration of his life
Saturday February 18, 2 p.m. at 190 Grand
St. Pierson MI 49339. All our welcome to
join us in sharing a few good memories of a
wonderful man.
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from Hilltop School.
“My father was operating three farms in 1953.
Cedar Springs was in the middle of the Grant
and Sheridan locations, making it a desirable location for our home,” explained Bill Bolthouse
Jr.
The Bolthouse family sold their home to the
Russ and Angie Kniff Family but retained ownership of the farming land then deeded over to
Bolthouse Farms and later Bolthouse Properties
LLC. A few years ago, Bolthouse Properties
LLC, now based out of Bakersfield California,
put the 17 Mile Road farming property into a
Wetlands Reserve Program overseen by the US
Department of Agriculture, who holds a perpetual conservation easement deed.
“After graduating from CSHS, I left for
college. Our family had a good life in Cedar
Springs,” said Bolthouse Jr. “Upon college
graduation, my wife Nora and I built a home on
the Grant farm. When this opportunity to support Cedar Springs arose, I was happy to give
back. I am also grateful Leon Stout assisted me
in putting the property into a Land Conservation
Reserve Program. This program not only preserves a natural green and animal habitat space
for the community but also protects the trout
beds where many locals enjoy fishing, including
Leon Stout.”
About a year ago, Bill Bolthouse Jr. and Kevin
Pike, owner of Bliss, Witters, and Pike Funeral
Home and a nephew of the Bolthouses, were
discussing the need for a Community Building in Cedar Springs. The discussion carried
forward with long-time friend and local realtor
Leon Stout, co-founder of Stout Group.
In early 2016, Bill Bolthouse Jr., Leon Stout,
and Kurt Mabie, President of the Community
Building Development Team (CBDT) began
sharing ideas and options. In November 2016,
the 195-acre property was appraised at $315,000
by John A. Meyer Appraisals Co. Then, in December 2016, Bill Bolthouse Jr. and Bolthouse
Properties signed legal documents donating the
property to the Community Building Development Team. Local businessman and attorney
Thomas Cronkright Jr. donated his professional services thru Sun Title for the closing. The
property will remain titled to the CBDT for three
years, with a lease created for the purposes of
fishing, hunting, and recreation to include an

option to buy being overseen by Stout. The leasing party wishes to remain unnamed, but will be
paying $10,000 per year. The funds earned from
both the lease (after taxes and insurance) and
eventual sale will be used to continue building
the “Heart of Cedar Springs” on property owned
by the City of Cedar Springs, which is located on
the northwest corner of Main and Maple Streets,
and surrounds the Community Library currently
under construction. A community building, amphitheater, boardwalk along the creek, Veteran’s
Clock tower, and more are included in the master site plan, but is dependent on donations from
community members in order to be completed.
Leon Stout, along with his children and business partners, Debra Stout and Jon Stout, provided their professional real estate expertise and
community-focused services at a greatly reduced fee for the transfer of property and leasing
arrangement. Leon Stout hesitantly shared some
of his interesting history within our community
to include sailboat and piloting adventures. He
has dabbled in beef farming and quarter horse
racing. His hobbies include hunting, fishing and
traveling around the world. Stout, now in his
mid-80s, continues to stay active with his various business endeavors and is always looking
for ways to serve a community that has provided
him with generations of meaningful friendships
that still carry on today.
“The Bolthouse property was a wonderful
gift. The CBDTeam would like to thank Bill
Bolthouse Jr, Leon Stout, and Kevin Pike for
investing their time and resources for the greater
Cedar Springs Community,” said Mabie. “These
significant leaders will join the ranks of others
that have chosen to leave a legacy and help to
make the Cedar Springs Community even better,“ he added.
“All community members are encouraged to
get involved by attending the one-hour monthly
team meetings, monthly board meetings, and/or
various other committee meetings. The CBDTeam needs each member of the community to
share their ideas and help to find ways to complete the various opportunities. Each person has
a special talent that can help bring this all together,” said Mabie.
The CBDT now meets at Creative Technology Academy (CTA) located at 350 Pine St on the
third Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. while the
board meets on the second Tuesday at CS Tool
Engineering at 7 a.m. The various committee
meetings are scheduled as needed. These open
meetings allow residents to exchange suggestions and information.

...continued from page 3

...continued from page 3

...continued from page 3

Veterans Roads
Every Life Tells A Story...

Moving?
Let us know so
your newspaper
subscription can
move with you!

Call 616.696.3655

or email:
classifieds@cedarspringspost.com

More staff would be hired to oversee the recreation area.
The plans for the home will need to go before
the Cedar Springs Planning Commission. City
Manager Mike Womack said he has not yet seen
any plans, though he did talk to Truesdale about
what he was planning.
“The plan as verbally described to me would
at minimum require a special land use approval,” noted Womack. “It may require other things
based on what plan is eventually presented to
myself and [the] Planning Commission.”
He does have some concerns about the plan.
“My thoughts on the plan are that I understand
that the home/store-front combination must’ve
originally received a variance of some kind
because the combined situation makes it very
difficult to sell. Some people are probably interested in the house and some people are probably interested in the store-front but few will be
interested in both at the same time. My biggest
concern with the verbally presented plan is that
it converts a Main Street commercial store-front
property to a quasi-residential property which
is counter to the intended commercial nature
of Main Street. I also think that there will be a
parking issue as that property has very limited
parking.”
Truesdale hopes to get on the agenda for the
next planning commission meeting, and is asking for people who have a heart for veterans to
write letters of support for the project and send
them to the planning commission. See ad on
page 3.

pushing the pavement up. Vehicles then push the
pavement back down, breaking it and starting a
pothole.
“The quicker we know about where potholes are forming, the sooner we can get them
patched,” added Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) Engineer of Operations
Mark Geib. “Patching them won’t last, but will
help get us through until warmer temperatures
are sustained.”
If you spot a pothole on an I-, US- or M-route,
you can report it to the MDOT Pothole Hotline
at 888-296-4546, by going online to MDOT’s
“Report a Pothole” website at https://goo.gl/
x6Rgo9 or by calling your local MDOT Transportation Service Center (TSC) or region office.
MDOT is not responsible for County or city/
village roads. If you see a pothole on a county
road that you’d like to have fixed, complete the
online “Report an Issue” form at http://www.
kentcountyroads.net/report-an-issue or call
KCRC at 616-242-6950.
For potholes on local city/village roads, call
the office of the city or village where you reside. In the City of Cedar Springs call the DPW
at 696-1330. In the Village of Sand Lake, call
636-8854.
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Pray and Move Mountains at Hillcrest

Feb. 10,11: Life is full of opportunities and here is a prime
opportunity to learn about prayer and what the Bible has to
say about moving mountains. On Friday, February 10th from
6-8 pm and Saturday, February 11th from 9 am to 2 pm (light
lunch provided). Pastor Rex Webb will be teaching on prayer
at Hillcrest Community Church, 5994 – 18 Mile Rd., Cedar
Springs. For more information, visit hillcrestcommunitychurch.
blogspot.com. #6

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Velzy
Park

Feb. 11: Grab your sweetie and join us for our second annual
Valentine Spaghetti Dinner/Dessert Auction at Solon Township
office, 15185 Algoma Ave. this Saturday, February 11th. Tickets
are $10 each or 2 for $18. Doors open at 5:30 pm with dinner at
6:00 pm and dessert auction to follow. There will also be a 50/50
raffle. Tickets can be purchased by calling 616-696-4227 or 616696-1848 or at the door. All proceeds go towards the construction
of the Park. Desserts can be donated as well. We’ll save you a
seat! #6p

Solon Center Wesleyan Church presents
Fight Night!

Feb. 12: Come on February 12th for a live simulcast by Drs. Les &
Leslie Parrott, from 7-9:30 pm. It’s a fun event filled with humor,
fresh insight, and new strategies for your relationship. Fight
Night; How to Fight Fair is a great date night and a game-changer
for every relationship; newlyweds, “oldyweds,” seriously dating,
engaged couples, anyone wanting to make a good relationship
great. It’s free, and childcare is provided! To RSVP, please call
the church office @ 616-696-3229. For more on Fight Night go
to www.scwchurch.com. The church is located at 15671 Algoma
Ave., Cedar Springs, just north of 19 Mile Road. #6p

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church &
Potluck

Feb. 12: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church and Potluck
on Sunday, February 12th. Potluck will be at 5 pm and Cowboy
Church at 6 pm. 2nd Chance will supply ham, table service and
drinks. It will be at 2nd Chance School at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar
Springs (corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes Rd). Music will be
shared by the Pryer Times, Mary Pryer and Faith Pryer sharing
their music and message. Invite your family and friends. Cowboy
Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Each
service will have different people sharing God’s word and music.
Cowboy Church will introduce you to 2nd Chance and its vision.
The school is in the building stage, which when completed, will
teach troubled teens through God and the horse. If you have
questions, call 616-293-2150. See you there! #6p

now Showing

Kent theatre

eNcOre FeBRUARY

10 • 11 • 12

showtimes:

Fri: 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sat: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sun: 3:00PM • 6:00PM

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

Feb. 14: Come join us on Tuesday, February 14th for Cookies
and Crafts at the Cedar Springs Public Library, 43 W. Cherry.
Come and go as you please all day! Grab a cookie and make a
bookmark, while browsing for books. #6

Dinner at East Nelson UMC

Feb. 15: East Nelson United Methodist Church Ham Dinner will
be Wednesday, February 15th from 5 to 7 pm. All are welcome
for ham, potatoes, beets, carrots, cabbage, relish tray, rolls and
homemade desserts. East Nelson is located at 9024 – 18 Mile
NE. Come an enjoy the fellowship and good food. Free will
donations. #6

Science Rocks!

Feb. 16: Explore earth science with hands-on activities. Become
a detective and learn the skills geologists use to identify rocks.
Take a journey through the rock cycle as if you were a rock
yourself. Experiment with how meteorites create craters and use
the magnetic force of the Earth to see who can make the longest
magnetic chain. Create a piece of “rock-ing” art to take home, too.
Thursday, February 16th at 6:30 p.m., Spencer Township KDL
Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen. #6

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast

Feb. 20: The Cedar Springs Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast
will be held Saturday on February 20th from 7 – 11 am at the
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the corner of Main
and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25. Pancakes, eggs, bacon,
sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee. All you can eat. Other
planned dates are March 19th and April 16th. Proceeds to assist
sight conservation. #6

Free Mexican Dinner

Feb. 22: Join us for a special FREE Mexican Dinner at Cedar
Springs United Methodist Church on Wednesday, February 22nd
at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The church is located on the
corner of Church and Main St. Sponsored by the UMC Men’s
Group. #6,7p

3.00

$

616-696-SHOW
7469

Feb. 13, 14

The Cedar Springs Community Players will be presenting three Sci-Fi Fantasy
one act plays on March 24,
25, and 26th at the Kent
Theatre. “Zombies, Werewolves and Aliens, oh my!”
kicks off the 2017 Fantasy
themed season. The three
short comedies are set in
the old west, modern day
suburbia, and outer space
in the future and feature hilarious encounters with an
assortment of monsters and
aliens.
People have always loved
stories about monsters. Our

literature is full of entities
with mysterious origins
with great strength or different abilities that we must
somehow overcome. Traditionally, this is done with
fierce battles and intestinal
fortitude on the part of the
hero.  And since conflict is
a great plot device, these
stories about monsters
have long been a part of
our film and theater history,
too. Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein, or the Modern
Prometheus” was published
in 1818 and she is known to
have seen a play based on it
in 1823. And this popularity
endures; in 2016 there was
even a Frankenstein ballet.

O ne M illiOn
P enny M issiOn

Proceeds to purchase hearing and sight
Equipment for the Cedar Springs Library

P enny C OlleCtiOn J ug l OCatiOns :

• Cedar Springs
Public Library
• D & J Nail
• B&B Beauty Salon
& Barbershop

• Sue’s Country Kitchen
• Cedar Cycle
• The Cedar Springs
Professional Center

euChre

1,000,000

tOurnaMent

P enny g Oal

coming soon:

FeB.
24-26
Feb. 17-19
*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

JOKE
o Week
f the

Walking on water

A pastor and two of his deacons are out on the river fishing in their rowboat. Noon rolls around, and one
of the deacons notices a nice spot on the bank to have
lunch. He turns to the others and says, “That looks like
a nice spot for lunch. What do you say we have lunch
over there?”
The other deacon agrees, and so does the pastor. The
deacon stands up in the boat, steps out onto the river and
walks over to the bank. The pastor looks on in amazement, and thinks to himself, if his deacon is holy enough
to walk on water, surely he can.
The other deacon stands up, picks up the picnic basket, steps out of the boat, and walks over to the bank
and sits with the first deacon. The pastor is even more
amazed. He thinks again, if his deacons are holy enough
to walk on water, surely he can!
The pastor stands up, steps out of the boat, and sinks
into the water. The first deacon turns to the second and
says, “Think we should have told him where the rocks
are?”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Auditions for sci-fi fantasy one act
plays

Cedar Springs
Lions Club

DIGITAL Movies at the

ONLY

Cookies & Crafts at the Library

500,000

Friday, March 31st
6:30pm
North Kent
Senior Center
44 N. Park St.
Welcome at 6:00
for practice.

147,304

And, of course, vampires, zombies, and aliens
are everywhere these days,
too. Over time, these scary
monster stories started to
take on a more humorous
side. Low movie budgets
led to cheesy looking special effects and a proliferation of odd titles like “Bride
of the Monster,” “Santa
Claus Conquers the Martians,” and the modern classic “Abraham Lincoln vs.
Zombies.”
And you can expect to
see a fair amount of cheesiness and comedy on stage
in March. We have a lot of
roles to fill—both actors
and monsters—in these

three plays and would love
to see you at auditions. And
if you enjoy monster makeup, exotic costumes, know
how to make a convincing
looking ray gun or other
things out of tin foil, please
let us know! Auditions for
the show are on February
13 and 14 between 6:30 and
8:00 at the United Methodist church. If you are interesting in helping out behind
the scenes, please feel free
to come to the auditions and
introduce yourself or send
us an email at contact@cedarspringscommunityplayers.org. This is going to be a
fun show and we want you
to be a part of it!

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org
Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
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VALENTINE’S DAY!

Show off your sweet side this
Valentine’s Day

(Family Features) Treat family, friends and co-workers to something they will all love this Valentine’s Day
by making easy and impressive cookies. Start with your
favorite roll-out cookie recipe or simply dress up storebought ones by adding some simple details with icing.
From the cupids at Wilton, here are three ways to leave
them smitten with sweets this Valentine’s Day:
•
Desserts with dimension. Triple your treats by
stacking three decorated cookies in different sizes together and attach them with icing.
•
Complement with color. A simple piping technique looks stunning when piped in different colors on
your cookies.
•
Get to gifting. Wrap your finished treats in a Valentine’s Day treat bag or box.
For more fun and delicious Valentine’s Day recipes,
baking tips and inspiration, visit www.wilton.com.

Stackable Ombre Heart Cookies

Stackable Ombre Heart Cookies

Each stacked cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Royal icing (recipe on wilton.com)
Rose Icing Color
Heart Micro Mini Icing Decorations
Prepare and roll out cookie dough following recipe directions. Use 3 smallest cutters from 4-piece heart nesting cookie cutter set to cut out shapes. Bake and cool
cookies.
Divide royal icing into three equal portions, and tint 3
shades of rose. Thin a portion of each shade following
recipe directions. Use tip 3 and full-strength tinted icing
to outline cookies. Use thinned tinted icing in cut decorating bag to fill in cookies; gently tap to smooth icing.
Let dry overnight.
Use icing to attach cookies, stacking largest to smallest; place icing decoration on top.

Scalloped Heart Cookies

Each cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Ready-To-Use White Creamy Decorator Icing
Icing Colors: Burgundy, Red-Red and Christmas Red
Prepare and roll out dough following recipe directions.
Use largest cutter from the 4-piece heart nesting cookie cutter set to cut out shape. Bake and cool cookies.
Divide icing into four equal portions. Tint one of each
portion light burgundy, dark burgundy and combination of

Page 7

Learning to speak the
language of flowers
(NAPS)—For centuries, people have
used the beauty and
fragrance of flowers
to communicate with
others.
Even today, flowers remain one of the
most popular ways
to send sincere, unspoken messages of
affection,
thanks,
peace and more.
For example, they Each type of flower can be used to convey
a message all its own.
can be used to encourage someone who is facing a difficult time, to share
joy during a time of celebration or to let someone know he
or she is not alone during a time of loss. Flowers can also
serve as a way to share a message that otherwise may be
difficult to speak.
For instance, daisies can be used to communicate loyal
love, while a solid-color carnation can be used to communicate the answer “yes.” Even the prickly cactus can be used
to send a message of endurance.
To help consumers become more familiar with the language of flowers, a company called Blooms Today has selected a few of the more popular flowers often given as gifts
and created a guide. The company suggests keeping it in
your wallet so you can use it the next time you need a little
help translating or framing a message with flowers.
To learn more or place an order for Valentine’s Day, visit
www. bloomstoday.com or call 800-323-5819.

Scalloped Heart Cookie

red-red/Christmas red. Reserve last portion white.
Starting from top edge of heart, use tip 102 and icing
in dark burgundy, light burgundy, red and white to pipe
V-shaped groups of two petals, one piped from left and one
from right, to create row of petals in alternating colors. Repeat with second row between petals in first row. Continue
to repeat pattern until cookies are covered.
121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91
DoWntoWn Greenville

616-754-7195

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

1-800-557-7171

Get your Sweetheart a NEW Car this Valentine’s Day!
2005 VOLVO S60 2.5T

2007 FORD FOCUS ZX5 S

PWR MOON,
HTD LEATHER,
PWR SEATS,
NEW TIRES,
NICE TRADE

HEATED SEATS,
AUTO, AIR,
CRUISE, PL’S
& PW’S, NICE
LOCAL TRADE!

3,995

16,995

$

2012 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW
CAB
4X4, 5.3L V-8,

16,995

$

$

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED
TOURING-L 4X4, 45K MILES,
45K MILES,
DVD, HTD
LEATHER, SUPER LOADED,
NICE 1-OWNER
VAN

NAVIGATION,
TECH PKG, HTD
LEATHER, NEW
TIRES!

$

$

19,995

12,995

2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO

ONLY 67K
MILES, 4X4, V-6,
PWR SEAT,
ALLOY WHEELS,
EXTRA CLEAN

20,995

696-9824
Open for Lunch

STOW-N-GO,
REAR AIR, PWR
SEAT, ALLOYS,
VERY CLEAN!

$

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX LT2
34K MILES,
NAVIGATION,
HEATED SEATS,
REMOTE START,
1-OWNER

2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
SXT
72K MILES,

5,995

$

$

69 S Main St
Cedar Springs

95K, SLE PKG,
PWR SEAT, TONNEAU COVER,
TOW PKG

19,995

2013 BUICK ENCLAVE PREMIUM
AWD, NAVIGATION,
PWR MOON,
77K, HTD
& COOLED
SEATS, NICE!

23,495

$

raywinnieautosales.com

Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUESDAYS thru FRIDAYS 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

@ 11 am Tues-Fri

Valentine Specials
Tuesday, February 14th

2 complete Dinners
only $

Served:
5pm to
9pm
All dinners cooked
on charcoal grill

16.99

Choose From:

• Sizzler
• Marinated Chicken
Breast
• Boneless Pork
Chops

Also serving:

new york strip Dinner $16.99

w w w. c e d a r p u b r e s t a u r a n t . c o m
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Outdoors

The Great Backyard Bird Count
Join the Great Backyard Bird Count Feb. 17-20
Launched in 1998 by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
and National Audubon Society, the Great Backyard
Bird Count was the first online citizen-science project
to collect data on wild birds
and to display results in near
real-time.
Now, more than 160,000
people of all ages and walks
of life worldwide join the
four-day count each February to create an annual snapshot of the distribution and
abundance of birds.
We invite you to participate! For at least 15 minutes on one or more days of
the count, February 17-20,
2017, simply tally the numbers and kinds of birds you
see. You can count from any
location, anywhere in the
world, for as long as you
wish!
If you’re new to the count,
or have not participated
since before the 2013 merger
with eBird, you must create
a free online account to enter your checklists. If you
already have an account, just
use the same login name and
password. If you have already participated in another
Cornell Lab citizen-science
project, you can use your

Ranger Steve’s
Nature Niche

By Ranger Steve Mueller

Where do they go?

This Red-tailed Hawk photo was taken by Peter Ferguson, 2015 GBBC.

existing login information,
too. Go to http://gbbc.birdcount.org/get-started/ to get
started.
In 2016, Great Backyard
Bird Count participants in
more than 130 countries
counted 5,689 species of
birds on more than 162,000
checklists!
During the count, you can
explore what others are seeing in your area or around
the world. Share your bird

photos by entering the photo contest, or enjoy images
pouring in from across the
globe. You can also add
photos and sounds to your
checklist.
Your help is needed every
year to make the GBBC successful!
Then
keep
counting
throughout the year with
eBird
(www.ebird.org)
which uses the same system
as the Great Backyard Bird
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Count to collect, store, and
display data any time, all the
time.
Why count birds?
Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by
knowing where the birds
are. Bird populations are dynamic; they are constantly in
flux. No single scientist or
team of scientists could hope
to document and understand
the complex distribution and
movements of so many species in such a short time.
Scientists use information from the Great Backyard Bird Count, along
with observations from
other citizen-science projects, such as the Christmas
Bird Count, Project FeederWatch, and eBird, to get
the “big picture” about what
is happening to bird populations. The longer these
data are collected, the more
meaningful they become in
helping scientists investigate
far-reaching questions, like
these:
• How will the weather
and climate change influence bird populations?
• Some birds, such as winter finches, appear in large
numbers during some years
but not others. Where are
these species from year to
year, and what can we learn
from these patterns?
• How will the timing of
birds’ migrations compare
with past years?
• How are bird diseases,
such as West Nile virus, affecting birds in different regions?
• What kinds of differences in bird diversity are apparent in cities versus suburban, rural, and natural areas?
The Great Backyard Bird
Count is led by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology and
National Audubon Society,
with Bird Studies Canada and many international
partners. The Great Backyard Bird Count is powered
by eBird.

January thaw arrives and many birds disappear from feeders. The recent warm spell with a record high temperature
of 62 F recently sent a message to the birds. It caused the
remaining 4 to 6 inches of snow to melt at Ody Brook. Last
to disappear was ice on packed trails.
Some species like the House Finches, Dark-eyed Junco,
and the American Tree Sparrow were nowhere to be found.
American Goldfinches and Northern Cardinals were seen
less frequently. Downy Woodpeckers, Black-capped Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, and White–breasted Nuthatches
maintained regular visits. For some reason, Blue Jays and
Mourning Doves have been mostly absent for weeks. I saw
my first Blue Jay four weeks into the new year. Red-bellied
Woodpeckers and Hairy Woodpeckers made irregular feeding stops at suet.
American Crows do not visit the feeders but are seen
or heard daily. Pileated Woodpeckers stay deep in mature
wooded habitats. Today, a pileated pecked a dead aspen tree
causing it to lose a six-foot piece of trunk that fell to the
ground. The branched tree top had previously fallen. The
remaining erect trunk was riddled today with long vertical
drillings. Hopefully the woodpecker found more food energy than it expended searching.
New weather brought seasonal chilling with light snow.
Birds normally not seen in the sanctuary provided evidence
of presence. Wild turkeys used the trails planned for easy
human travel and left tracks in the fresh snow. They are not
stupid. They enjoy the ease of unobstructed travel. They
stop to scratch in thawed ground and rummage through
the blanket of leaves laid last fall where they searched for
acorns and other food morsels.
Like turkeys finding food scattered about, birds missing
from feeders are out gathering food in locations unknown to
me. With the exposure of plants uncovered by the thaw, animals are searching and finding adequate food in the neighborhood landscape. The neighborhood includes natural habitats in the sanctuary of field, upland forest, and floodplain
forest with a small farm field included. Surrounding the area
are larger farm fields, a cattle farm, and residential home
lots.
The birds have choices for food exploration. Some are
richer than others. I saw a Black-capped Chickadee working
small branches on a tree. It was most likely seeking overwintering insects tucked into crevasses on twigs. The chickadees have searched many of the thousands of goldenrods
for insect galls. Many of the galls have been pecked open
and the single white grub of the Goldenrod Gall Fly eaten.
The grub resides in the thickened round gall on goldenrod
stems and emerges as an adult in spring when new goldenrod shoots are about 3 inches tall. The fly mates and lays
an egg on the plant where the hatching larva burrows into
the soft young plant tissue and causes irritation. The plant
grows a thick ball of tissue around the insect to protect itself. The growth known as gall is what the grub feeds on all
summer.
Several species of small blue butterflies overwinter as
eggs laid in flower and leaf buds of host food plants specific
for their species. You might find Spring Azure eggs in terminal buds of dogwood shrubs, the Silvery Blue’s eggs in
vetch and Eastern Tailed Blues in clovers. The bright yellow
Clouded Sulphurs spend their winters as small young caterpillars or pupae nestled among legume host plants. Spicebush Swallowtail and Promethea Moth suspend chrysalis or
cocoons on or near their Sassafras caterpillar host. Mourning Cloaks and Eastern Commas overwinter as adults in
protected seclusion where they might squeeze behind loose
bark. If any of these creatures are discovered by searching
birds, they likely become a rich protein meal.
It makes sense for the birds to search for these energy rich
meals scattered about habitats during milder weather when
they are not burning as much energy as they do during near
subzero weather. I do not know if they reason this and return
to feeders when they need to eat more to maintain adequate
energy to survive. What I do know is I help birds survive
winter in their nature niches. Their return to feeders brightens and enriches my life.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Cheer teams compete Three Red Hawk wrestlers are
at Southgate
conference champs
By Barbra Chong

Home quad

The JV Competitive Cheer team with their first place trophy.

On Saturday, February 4, Cedar Springs JV and Varsity
Competitive Cheer teams traveled to Southgate, Michigan,
for the 2017 Southgate invitational.
Five JV teams competed at the JV level.
In round 1, Cedar Springs JV earned a score of 203.40.
They gained an additional 175.6 in round 2, bringing their
subtotal to 379.00. In round 3 they earned an additional
275.70 points, giving them a total score of 654.70, their
highest scores of the season and another first place finish.
Nine teams competed at the Varsity level. At the end of
round 1, Cedar Springs Varsity received a score of 224.20.
Round 2 brought an additional 217.96 and a subtotal score
of 442.16. After a couple of unfortunate errors, they earned
an additional 295.8 at the end of round 3 and a final score
of 721.96 and a 7th place finish.
On Wednesday, February 8, the JV and Varsity traveled
to Northview for their final conference meet of the season. See results in next week’s Post.
On Friday, February 10, they will be traveling to Caledonia for the SCOTastic Competitive Cheer meet. This will
be the last regular season competition before heading to
districts on February 18 at Kenowa Hills.

Wednesday, February 1,
Cedar Spring s High School
wrestling hosted a home
quad meet. The Red Hawks
had a successful night and
claimed victories against
both Northview, 71-6 and
Grant, 40-24. The team
overall record is 21-8 and
the Conference Record is
4-2.
125/130 lb Aaron Smith,
135/140 lb Jordan Ringler,
189 lb Ryan Ringler, Heavy
Weight Patrick Depiazza,
103 lb Miles Cartwright and
119 lb Logan Hull all won
both of their matches. 125
lb Patrick Flierman, 135 lb
Jordan Andrus, 140 lb Anthony Brew, 145 lb Lucus
Pienton, 160 lb Nate Patin,
171 lb Xavier Anderson,
215 Chris Shaffer and 112

lb Nate Male all claimed a
victory. Junior Varsity 189
lb Caleb Baty won both
of his matches and 125
lb Kaedrian Dines won a
match.

Conference meet

On Friday, February 3, the
Red Hawks traveled to Ottawa Hills for the OK White
Conference Meet. Heavy
Weight Patrick Depiazza
(38-0), 171 lb Ryan Ringler (38-1) and 145 lb Lucus
Pienton (28-5) are the OK
White Conference Champions. 160 lb Nate Patin,
140 Jacob Galinis, 135 lb
Jordan Ringler and 125 lb
Aaron Smith all finished in
2nd Place. 112 lb Nate Male
finished in 3rd Place. 189 lb
Chris Shaffer and 130 lb
Jordan Andrus finished in
4th Place.
Lowell won the Confer-

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

ence out right by going undefeated in the conference
and earning a score of 234
for the tournament. Cedar
Springs and Greenville
shared runner up in the Conference, but the Red Hawks
took 2nd in the Conference
Tournament with a score
of 173.5, while Greenville
scored 157.
In the D2 Individual
Rankings for the State of
Michigan: senior Jordan
Ringler is currently ranked
#6 at the 135 lb wt class;

sophomore Lucus Pienton
is currently ranked #7 in
the 145 lb wt class; sophomore Ryan Ringler is
currently ranked #2 in the
171 lb wt class; and senior
Patrick Depiazza is currently ranked #2 in the Heavy
Weight division. Congratulations to these student athletes! Their next meet will
be at Lowell this Saturday,
2/11, if you are interested in
coming to support your Red
Hawks.

CS Youth wrestlers battle at tournaments
By Jacquie Troupe

Red Hawk
bowling results

January 11: Conference
match
against Forest Hills
Northern. Boys won
21-9, Girls won
26.5-3.5.
January
17:
Non-conference
match against Allendale. Boys lost 8-22,
Girls won 22-8.
January 19: Conference
match
against Lowell. Boys
lost 3.5-26.5, Girls
won 27-3.
January 25: Conference
match
against
Forest
Hills Central. Boys
Trevor Ruark placed 3rd for individuals by won 18-12, Girls
bowling a 453 at the Hudsonville invita- lost 14.5-15.5.
tional on Saturday, February 4.
February 1: Conference match against Ottawa Hills. Boys won 29-1, Girls
won 30-0.
February 4: Hudsonville invite. Boys placed 6th, Girls
placed 7th. Trevor Ruark placed 3rd for individuals with a
453.

Red Hawk Lucus Pienton claimed the 145 lb OK White Conference
Championship. Photo by B. Chong.

CS youth wrestlers with their trophies and medals. Photo by J. Troupe.

At the annual Lakeview Open Tournament,
CSYWC had 12 kids compete with 269 other
wrestlers. They finished the day 24-20.
In the 2010-2012 Open 40lb division Sierra
Streeter placed 4th after 4 matches that had the
crowd cheering her on every time. In the 43lb
class, Dawson Pike placed 4th after 4 matches.
In the combined 58/61lb division Jayce Karafa
placed 4th & Ben Streeter placed 5th.
In the 2008-2009 Open 58lb division Deegan
Pike placed 3rd after 5 matches. He had 3 pins
in 2:41, 2nd fastest pin for the team with :16 and
9th over all in fastest total pin time.
In the 2006-2007 Open 75lb division Remington DeWeese placed 4th after 2 matches. In the
Youth - continues on page 13

"Be The Referee" is a series of one-minute messages designed to
help educate people on the rules of different sports, to help them
better understand the art of officiating, and to recruit officials. "Be
The Referee" features MHSAA Assistant Director Mark Uyl's
insights on officiating.
“Be The Referee” is a series of one-minute messages
designed to help educate people on the rules of different
sports, to help them better understand the art of officiating,
and to recruit officials. “Be The Referee” features MHSAA
Assistant Director Mark Uyl’s insights on officiating.

WMP wrestlers
finish in top 5

Wrestling & Technology

Wrestling & Technology

Technology
seems
grow
expand in just about every facet of
Technology seems to
grow and to
expand
in justand
about every facet of American life. Ironically, technology is even
American
ironically,
is even now moving into high
now moving into life.
high school
athletics, eventechnology
in the sport of
wrestling.
school
athletics, even in the sport of wrestling.
Photo by B. Chong.
Current National Federation playing rules allow coaches,

in the corner during a wrestling match, to use technology – Pictured is Desmond Smith, Champion in the 4/6 age group.
which could benational
the use of video
or still photographs
- to in- Byrules
Current
Federation
playing
allow coaches,
the corner
lb BlakeinPeasley,
9/10 age
Barbra Chong
struct wrestlers during any timeout or dead clock situations.
group, entered the Lakeview
The only thing
at coaches can’tmatch,
do is transmit
inforduring
a wrestling
toaudio
use
technology
which
bePeasley
the battled
use of
tournament.
This weekend–WMP
trav- could
mation into an ear piece that a wrestler is using, or use that eled to Grand Valley State into the Finals, going 3-0 to
video to argue
contest
a call.
video
or orstill
photographs
- to instruct
wrestlers
during
any
or13
University
and Lakeview.
80
wmptimeout
- continues on page

Your
localsituations.
floor-covering
Yourclock
hometown
floor-covering store
store
dead
for
years
for 36
33 years

The only thing at coaches can’t do is transmit audio information into an
• Repairs
• Texturing
ear piece that a wrestler is using, or use
that video to argue or contest a
• Basement Finishing
• Garage Finishing
call.
• Additions

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
(1/30/17)

Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748

FRee esTimATes!
Call us today!

(616) 439-3050

www.staaldr ywall.com

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 10		

Thursday, February 9, 2017

health & fitness

Kick-Start the New Year with
Four things you can
volunteering – for your own good do today to support
your heart health
Most everyone begins the New Year with a resolution involving a healthier lifestyle. Many also pledge to give back to
their communities. If you have welcomed in 2017 with one or
both of these on your list, consider volunteering. From national foundations with Michigan chapters to grassroots community organizations, opportunities abound to make a difference
in the lives of others. And Hospice of Michigan is one option.
Medical professionals report emotional, social and physical
benefits for those who donate their time to worthy causes. According to study findings shared by Health Fitness Revolution,
the personal perks of volunteering include:

Building self-esteem and creating a sense
of purpose

Hospice of Michigan volunteer Pierrette Templeton and her pug,
Biwi, bring comfort and enjoyment to patients and families during
a very difficult time. Templeton, who makes visits through the nonprofit’s pet therapy program, credits volunteering with “anchoring”
her emotionally and spiritually.
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Volunteering can force you out of your comfort zone, which
can help you grow as a person. It can also provide peace of
mind by helping you meaningfully engage in a cause you can
identify with and believe in.
“Volunteering at Hospice of Michigan provides me with
an emotional connection to people that I wouldn’t otherwise
have,” says Pierrette Templeton. “I was young when I lost my
parents and grandparents, and have lacked the connection and
emotional bonding that those relationships provide. My patients anchor me emotionally and spiritually with their stories,
advice, worldviews and even just their presence. The fulfillment I receive from serving this community is so much more
than the time and effort I give.”
Alison Wagner, Hospice of Michigan director of volunteer
services and complementary therapies, shares how another
volunteer cherishes moments with everyone she meets. With
the passing of the volunteer’s father and the death of her precious granddaughter, she decided to volunteer in order to heal.
She finds her involvement “extremely rewarding and a blessing in her own life.” With the special bonds and dear friendships she’s developed with her patients, she reports just sitting
with someone is very gratifying for her.

(BPT) - On the path to good health, it pays to follow your
heart - literally. A healthy heart is essential to supporting
good overall health, yet many people ignore the warning
signs that their heart is not as healthy as it could be.
A 2016 survey from the American Academy of Family
Physicians, conducted by Harris Poll, found that nearly three
in 10 men and women reported they had been diagnosed
with high blood pressure. This result mirrors the findings of
research from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The findings translate to an estimated 75 million people
with high blood pressure, and just slightly more than half
have the condition under control.
“This finding is concerning because we know that high
blood pressure and heart attacks or chronic heart failure are
so closely related,” said John Meigs, Jr., MD, president of
the AAFP. “According to the CDC, seven out of 10 people
who have a first heart attack have high blood pressure. Seven
out of 10 people who develop chronic heart failure have high
blood pressure. So it’s important that people know what their
pressure is.”
Alleviating loneliness, reducing stress and blood
To lower your blood pressure and improve your heart
instilling a sense of happiness
health, the American Academy of Family Physicians offers
The social connections you make through volunteering can these recommendations.
combat depression. And helping others can reduce general
* Be deliberate with your diet. Fruits and vegetables are
feelings of anxiousness and alienation. Volunteering also cre- essential, but pay special attention to their color too. Vegeates a sense of contentedness and positivity with studies sup- tables and fruits of different colors offer different nutrients,
porting the notion that people who volunteer more often report so mix them up. At the same time, avoid heavily processed
being “very happy.”
foods and those high in sodium. You should also make sure
“As a volunteer, you are the answer to someone’s prayer,” you’re drinking plenty of water rather than soda or energy
says Kathy Lodge, a Hospice of Michigan floral delivery vol- drinks. Aim for at least eight 8-ounce glasses every single
unteer. “When I deliver flowers to a hospice patient, it makes day.
both of us happy. The look on their face when you hand a
* Balance your BMI. If you don’t know your BMI, a quick
hospice patient a bouquet of flowers makes the whole room Internet search can lead you to several easy-to-use BMI calbright.”
culators. And once you do know your BMI, you can start takWhile these emotional and social benefits are tremendous, ing steps to reduce it, if necessary. According to the Amerimost eye-opening is the impact volunteering can have on your can Heart Association, losing just 5-10 percent of your body
physical well-being, including:
weight can dramatically reduce your risk of suffering a heart
attack or stroke. And that leads us to ...
Cardiovascular health
* Jump start your heart with aerobic exercise. Your heart
Medical professionals identified a tentative link between
is
a muscle, and like other muscles in your body, exercise
volunteerism and a decreased risk of hypertension among
strengthens
it. So put your heart through a workout with acadults 50 years or older. While the study did not identify a
tivities
like
walking,
biking or hiking to increase your heart
definitive link, it suggests the higher levels of physical activity
rate.
Exercise
can
also
lower your risk of developing plaque
and better mental health that come with volunteering are the
in
your
arteries,
allowing
your heart to be more efficient in
reason.
delivering
blood
and
nutrients
to other parts of your body.
Interestingly pet therapy, like that provided by Hospice
*
Stop
the
stress.
Aside
from
a poor diet, there may be no
of Michigan, is also credited with providing cardiovascular
larger
culprit
for
high
blood
pressure
than stress. Successful
health benefits to seriously-ill patients. It’s additionally shown
stress
management
has
been
proven
to reduce your risk of
to lower blood pressure and lessen overall physical pain, as
heart
attack
or
stroke.
So
relax,
exercise,
meditate, breathe
well as alleviate a host of emotional and social issues.
deep
or
just
have
some
fun.
Whatever
you
do to burn off
Wagner notes that volunteers who accompany therapy dogs
stress,
make
it
an
essential
part
of
your
day.
You and your
on patient visits report their interactions with patients and
heart
will
be
better
for
it.
families are, in the words of one, “rewarding beyond words”
“Get your blood pressure checked,” says Meigs. “If you
and that the recognition they receive for their volunteer efforts
have
high blood pressure, work with your doctor to treat
“pale in comparison to the personal encounters they’ve had
it
and
lower your risk factors. That same advice applies to
with patients living out their last days.”
knowing what your blood cholesterol levels are.”
volunteer - continues on page 11
To learn more about how
you can reduce your blood
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pressure and improve your
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Be especially
mindful with
your W-2’s
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Tax Time

From the BBB of Western Michigan
Recently a BBB Accounts Payable Staff Member received an email from me, Phil Catlett, CEO of BBB, requesting that she wire money immediately, and to send a
reply email to receive further details about where to send
the funds. And had she responded to that email it would
obviously have never reached me, it’d be headed to some
scammer from who knows where.
The past couple of years, BBB has been hearing about
scammers targeting W-2 employee tax forms.
W-2 forms have everything needed to file a fraudulent
tax refund request, including the employer name, employer
ID, address, taxpayer address, Social Security number and
information about 2016 wages and taxes withheld.
The IRS just issued a warning that scammers are seeking W-2 information in order to file fraudulent tax refund
requests. School districts, healthcare organizations, chain
restaurants, temporary staffing agencies, tribal organizations and nonprofits are all mentioned in the IRS information as targets.
It could happen to any of us, but scammers don’t just
stop after they get access to your sensitive information. The
IRS reports that after they get your personal information,
the W-2 scammers send an email to the payroll or comptroller of a company requesting that a wire transfer be made
to a certain account.
“This is one of the most dangerous email phishing scams
we’ve seen in a long time,” said the IRS Commissioner.
“Although not tax related, the wire transfer scam is being
coupled with the W-2 scam email, and some companies
have lost both employees’ W-2s and thousands of dollars.”
It is also being reported that scammers are selling 2016
employee W-2 forms that were stolen from victim organizations, peddling individual W-2 tax records for anywhere
between $4 and $20 apiece.
But the simplest and best way for individuals to avoid
becoming a victim of tax refund fraud is to file your taxes
before criminals do it. To reduce risk of businesses being
hit by these frauds, use two-factor authentication for email,
such as telephone calls to verify significant banking transactions. BBB advises that any information about employee activities listed on your websites or in social media can
make you more vulnerable as well.

The IRS says organizations who
received or fell victim to a W-2
scam email should:
+  Forward the email to phishing@irs.gov and place
“W-2 Scam” in the subject line.
+  File a complaint with the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3,) operated by the FBI.

Five things to know about the
child tax credit
The Child Tax Credit is
a tax credit that may save
taxpayers up to $1,000 for
each eligible qualifying
child. Taxpayers should
make sure they qualify before they claim it. Here are
five facts from the IRS on
the Child Tax Credit:
1. Qualifications. For the
Child Tax Credit, a qualifying child must pass several
tests:
• Age. The child must
have been under age
17 on Dec. 31, 2016.
• Relationship.
The
child must be the taxpayer’s son, daughter, stepchild, foster
child, brother, sister,
stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother or
half-sister. The child
may be a descendant of
any of these individuals. A qualifying child
could also include
grandchildren, nieces
or nephews. Taxpayers
would always treat an
adopted child as their
own child. An adopted
child includes a child
lawfully placed with
them for legal adoption.
• Support. The child
must have not provided more than half of
their own support for
the year.
• Dependent. The child
must be a dependent
that a taxpayer claims
on their federal tax return.
• Joint return. The
child cannot file a joint

return for the year, unless the only reason
they are filing is to
claim a refund.
• Citizenship. The child
must be a U.S. citizen,
a U.S. national or a
U.S. resident alien.
• Residence. In most
cases, the child must
have lived with the
taxpayer for more than
half of 2016.
The IRS Interactive Tax
Assistant tool – Is My Child
a Qualifying Child for the
Child Tax Credit? – helps
taxpayers determine if a
child is a qualifying child
for the Child Tax Credit.
Visit https://www.irs.gov/
uac/is-my-child-a-qualifying-child-for-the-child-taxcredit.
2. Limitations. The Child
Tax Credit is subject to income limitations. The limits
may reduce or eliminate a
taxpayer’s credit depending
on their filing status and income.
3. Additional Child Tax
Credit. If a taxpayer qualifies and gets less than the
full Child Tax Credit, they
could receive a refund, even
if they owe no tax, with the
Additional Child Tax Credit.
Because of a new taxlaw change, the IRS cannot issue refunds before
Feb. 15 for tax returns
that claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) or
the ACTC. This applies
to the entire refund, even
the portion not associated
with these credits. The IRS

will begin to release EITC/
ACTC refunds starting Feb.
15. However, the IRS expects these refunds to be
available in bank accounts
or debit cards at the earliest,
during the week of Feb. 27.
This will happen as long
as there are no processing
issues with the tax return
and the taxpayer chose direct deposit. Read more
about refund timing for early EITC/ACTC filers.
4. Schedule 8812. If a taxpayer qualifies to claim the
Child Tax Credit, they need
to check to see if they must
complete and attach Schedule 8812, Child Tax Credit,
with their tax return. Taxpayers can visit IRS.gov
to view, download or print
IRS tax forms anytime.
5. IRS E-file. The easiest
way to claim the Child Tax
Credit is with IRS E-file.

This system is safe, accurate and easy to use. Taxpayers can also use IRS
Free File to prepare and
e-file their taxes for free.
Go to IRS.gov/filing to
learn more.
All taxpayers should keep
a copy of their tax return.
Beginning in 2017, taxpayers using a software product
for the first time may need
their Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) amount from
their prior-year tax return
to verify their identity. Taxpayers can learn more about
how to verify their identity
and electronically sign tax
returns at https://www.irs.
gov/individuals/electronic-filing-pin-request.

Peterson
tax and Accounting
Phone: 616-696-5300

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes
And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Lucinda Peterson

35 Years of experience

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

Walk-ins Welcome!
PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

ACTION

TAX SERVICE
Call Now for an Appointment

+   Employees whose W-2 forms have been stolen
should file a Form 14039 Identity Theft Affidavit if
the employee’s own tax return rejects because of a
duplicate Social Security number or if instructed to
do so by the IRS.

866-4704
Member of

Volunteer

Over

30

Years

National Association
of Tax Professionals

...continued from page 10

Along with improving cardiovascular health, research has
also linked volunteering with a longer life through the greater social support those who volunteer enjoy. Research further
suggests volunteering for others enhances mortality five years
down the road.
Whether it’s partnering with Hospice of Michigan or any
of the hundreds of organizations across Michigan dedicated
to enhancing life in the Great Lakes State, volunteering is certainly a path to health and happiness in the New Year.
For information about volunteer opportunities and upcoming training sessions, or to learn more about hospice and palliative care, call 888-247-5701 or visit www.hom.org.

“Complex returns
not a problem”

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs •
Partnerships • Corporations

EXPERT,
AFFORDABLE
TAX HELP

10271 Northland Dr.
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

OUR
LOCATION

Bell
Furniture

X

Northland Dr.

Lower mortality rates

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel
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Community
...continued from front page

pleasantly shocked at the amount of cans that kept coming
throughout the first night and continued again the second
night,” said Melissa Egan, of Team Rickerstrong. “It was
such a great thing to witness. So many people continue
to support Brison in his fight by faithfully donating each
month, but when Preston also was diagnosed...the support
doubled and that is why we believe it was so much more
successful.”
Egan said that they cannot express appreciation enough
for the continued support from not only our community,
but surrounding communities. “The love, prayers and support for this family is truly amazing. And who would have
thought that a can drive that originally started as a way to
possibly raise a quick $500 here or there would turn into
a monthly fundraiser that has now brought over $30,000!
Each month we have loyal volunteers that help feed machines or empty returnables into carts...ranging from adults
to kids, all wanting to support the Ricker family.”
Team Rickerstrong started the once a month can drives
in July, when the family took Brison to Texas to be seen
and treated at the Burzynski Clinic. Dr. Burzynski offered
an alternative treatment for Brison’s inoperable brain tumor
(DIPG), which conventional treatment could not eradicate.
He had been given only months to live. But this alternative
costs $17,000 a month, paid up front. And it is not covered
under insurance. The good news is that it is working, and
Brison is feeling better than he has in months, according
to his mom, Kim Ricker. He is eating again, and getting
stronger, but not yet walking on his own. He even went to

Thursday, February 9, 2017

Swirl last weekend, which she said made him really happy.
Preston, who was diagnosed with thyroid cancer in December, and had it surgically removed in January, is recovering, and will soon start radioactive iodine therapy.
Kim was also thankful for the success of this week’s can
drive. “It was incredible to see the out pouring of love and
support with all the cans that were donated! Although a majority of them came from this amazing community, we had
people from surrounding communities and even as far as
Caledonia donating their cans. We feel so blessed and are
truly grateful to everyone who donated, and all the people
who worked so hard getting over 86,000 cans put in the
machines. Of course a huge thanks to Meijer, we could do
not do this without their support,” she added.

Legal
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
FrEE Smoke Detectors
The Sand Lake Fire Department has the
opportunity, through the Red Cross, to hand
out smoke detectors for free. We are able to
disperse 3 per household. If you are in need,
please contact Nyha French at 616-835-8038.
Dated: February 09, 2017

N. French,
Fire Dept.

PUBLIC NOTICE Public Notice
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
2017 MARCH
BOARD OF REVIEW

THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS
OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY
BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR
THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING
APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2017
ASSESSMENT ROLL.
THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE
BOARD OF REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT:
THE CITY HALL OFFICES
66 S MAIN STREET NE
CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN
ON
TUESDAY MARCH 7, 2017
(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM
MONDAY MARCH 13, 2017
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
10:30 AM – 1:30 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
AND
WEDNESDAY MARCH 15, 2017
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
NOON – 6:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO
MEET WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY
CALLING THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 6961330 EXT 102; M-F 8-5.

The Rickers are faced with needing a minimum of
$17,000 every month for Brison’s treatment. “This has to
be paid up front; it is not like normal hospital bills that can
accumulate and be paid back over years,” explained Kim.
“If we don’t pay, Brison doesn’t get his treatment. Although
the can drive was a huge success and raised more than we
could have imagined, that amount covers two weeks of
treatment, so the need to keep raising funds is great.”
If you would like to donate, you can visit their gofundme
page at https://www.gofundme.com/rickerstrong, or participate in a fundraiser with Team Rickerstrong at https://
www.facebook.com/teambrison/. You can also or send a
check to them at 5370 Dio Dr., Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township of
Spencer to hold a public hearing on February 15,
2017 p.m., at the Spencer Township Hall. 14960
Meddler Ave. NE., within the Township, to consider
the application of Midwest V, LLC for a variance
from the requirements of Section 19.06 (d-4) of the
Spencer Township Zoning Ordinance. This section
requires one parking space for each 200 square
feet of usable floor space. The proposed Dollar
General Store is 7220 square feet and would
require 41 parking spaces. Midwest V is seeking
a variance to reduce the number of parking
spaces from 41 to 30. This request is to reduce
the area of hard surface and thereby reducing
the storm water retention basin and creating
more green space. Midwest V is also requesting
a variance from Chapter 18.14 of the Spencer
Township Zoning Ordinance. This section allows
one freestanding sign for each lot or parcel in the
C-1 and C-2 districts not to exceed 48 square feet
in sign area and not to exceed 16 feet in height.
Midwest V is seeking a variance to allow a 5’-0” x
10’-0” illuminated pole mounted sign not to exceed
20 feet in height. The subject property is located
in the Neighborhood Commercial District, and is
legally described as follows:
The South ½ of the Northeast 4/4 EXCEPT
the West 1707.24 feet and EXCEPT the
East 50 feet and EXCEPT the South 250
feet, Section 27, Town 10 North, Range
9 West, Spencer Township, Kent County,
Michigan

A NON-RESIDENT MAY APPEAL BY LETTER.
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY MARCH 13,
2017. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE
MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. IF A TAXPAYER
OR PROPERTY OWNER HAS ANY QUESTIONS
REGARDING THIS INFORMATION PLEASE
CONTACT THE ASSESSING DEPT.

All interested persons may attend the public
hearing and comment upon requested variance.
Written comments concerning the application
may be submitted to the Township Clerk at the
above stated address, up to the time of the public
hearing.

Dated: February 9, 2017
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
BOARD OF REVIEW

Dated: February 9, 2017
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

Visit The POST online @ www.cedarspringspost.com

Township Of

SOlOn
County of Kent,
MiChigan

Public nOTice
Public Hearing On
MaSTer Plan FOr
cedar SPringS area
ParkS and recreaTiOn
2017-2022

PuBLiC notiCe iS heReBy giVen that
on february 14, 2017, at 7:30 p.m., the township Board of the township of Solon will hold
a public hearing at the Solon township hall,
15185 algoma avenue, within the township,
to hear and consider comments regarding the
proposed Cedar Springs area Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
Dated: February 9, 2017
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

Public Notice
towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN
coMMuNity
DeVeloPMeNt blocK
graNt (cDbg)
Public heariNg Notice
aPPlicaNt – township of spencer, Mi,
county of Kent will hold a public hearing to
consider potential projects for which funding may
be applied under the CDBG Small Cities Program
for Program Year 2017-2018.
Suggestions for potential projects will be solicited,
both verbally and in writing, from all interested
parties. The expected amount of CDBG funds for
this program year will be discussed along with the
range of projects eligible under this program and
a review of previously funded projects.
The hearings will begin at
7:30 P.M. on
February 21, 2017
and will be held at 14960 Meddler Ave.Gowen,
MI 49326. Further information can be obtained by
contacting Jeff Knapp at 616-984-0035.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, individuals needing special accommodations
(including auxiliary communicative aids and
services) during these hearings should notify
Lisa Wright of Spencer Township at 616-9840035 at least seven days prior to the hearing to
be attended.
Dated: February 9, 2017

Thursday, February 9, 2017

Scheme
...continued from page 2

misdemeanor in Kent County when the investigation determined that his involvement in the scheme was minimal.
Perez-Martinez faces maximum penalties of 30 years in
federal prison for the conspiracy and ten years for the credit
account fraud, as well as a mandatory two-year prison sentence for the aggravated identity theft charge that must be
served after the sentences on the first two counts are complete.
“Identity-theft is a continually expanding and especially
pernicious form of property crime,” stated Acting U.S. Attorney Andrew Birge, “and the pump-skimmer scheme is
an aggravated form of identity theft because it targets every
citizen of West Michigan doing one of the most basic and
necessary things we all have to do: putting gas in our tanks.
Any person who comes to West Michigan on a skimmer
crew had better understand that the odds of getting caught
are good, and that if they are caught, they will be prosecuted in Federal court.”
“As demonstrated by Monday’s guilty verdict, the defendant orchestrated a fraudulent scheme in order to steal proprietary financial information from their victims through
the use of credit card skimmers at local gas stations,” added
David P. Gelios, Special Agent in Charge, Detroit Division of the FBI. “Criminals who engage in these types of
plots exploit and manipulate the very technology that we
depend on to conduct secure financial transactions in the
retail marketplace. Furthermore, such high-tech criminal
activity causes significant losses for both merchants and
banking institutions. The FBI and its local, state and federal
law enforcement partners remain committed to protecting
consumers, businesses, and financial institutions from the
fraud schemes of criminal enterprises like the one this defendant led.”
The case was investigated primarily by the FBI’s Lansing office, with assistance from the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service, the Grand Rapids Metro Fraud and Identity-Theft
Team, the Grand Ledge Police Department, and the McAllen Police Department, McAllen, Texas. It is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Hagen W. Frank.
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Voices / views

City statement on water and sewer
usage and rates
Dear Fellow Citizens,
I understand that there have been concerns regarding water rates
and your water bills. I have been asked to address some of these
questions. Two main issues have been presented by citizens; first,
that water usage is not being correctly calculated, and second, a
concern about the increase in rates.
Regarding water usage calculation, the City has not changed its
policies, practices, personnel or equipment recently enough to potentially cause any error in calculation. Water meters are read on a
monthly basis by one of the City’s DPW workers and those numbers are input by a city clerk. The City is able to look at past usage
and keeps track of household average trends. If the City identifies
an unusual spike in usage a second reading is done and contact is
sometimes made with the household to discuss if any leaks are
present or unusual water use, such as filling a pool, occurred.
Related to this, the City has recently been approached with
questions about whether the water meters are reading accurately.
Water meters are very accurate and dependable machines but over
time they do tend to slow down, which leads to lower use readings and lower bills. The design of water meters makes it virtually
impossible to “speed up” or “register high.” High usage readings
are instead typically caused by common types of leaks, particularly toilet leaks and underground leaks (such as a water supply
line). Homeowners should check their homes for possible water
leaks on a regular basis. You can check your past usage history
on the City’s website under the “Pay Bills” tab and following the
“City of Cedar Springs Database” link and doing a “Utility Billing
Search.”
There has also been concern about the increase in water and
sewer rates. For too long, our water and sewer systems have been

underfunded and not provided the money needed for ongoing
maintenance and future improvements. Recently, the City Council
received a USDA loan to help solve some of those maintenance
issues, but that loan, like all loans, has to be paid back. Following this investment into the Wastewater Treatment plant the City
Council was forced to raise rates to pay back the USDA loan and
to continue investing in ongoing maintenance. After much deliberation, the City Council unanimously chose the most fiscally responsible option that would meet the requirements of paying back
the loan on time and meeting future needs of the City’s infrastructure.
Previously, water rates had only risen 3 cents between 2011 and
2015 and sewer rates actually went down between 2002 and 2011
before slowly climbing to their current levels. Most cities increase
their rates every year to keep pace with inflation. Compared to 49
local communities, Cedar Spring’s new rates rank the 15th highest water rate and 35th highest sewer rate based on March, 2015
numbers.
Every single Councilperson pays the same City water rates and
drinks the same City water as every other Cedar Springs citizen.
We understand the frustration and difficulty that any increase in
utility costs can sometimes pose and I can assure you it was not
done capriciously. I am, however, thankful we were able to obtain
the loan, repair and maintain the City’s infrastructure, and ensure
the continuous supply of clean and safe water. As your voice on
City Council, as a neighbor, and as a mom of two kids that drink
this water every day I am glad this is a service we are able to maintain. If you have further questions please talk to the City Manager
any day at City Hall, contact me or other members of Council,
or come to a council meeting. I empathize with the difficulty of
increased water bills but I am grateful our water supply is safe.
Pam Conley, Mayor Pro-tem
City of Cedar Springs

Youth
...continued from page 9

130lb division David DeWeese placed 1st after 2 matches.
He also had the fastest pin of the day with :10! In the 150lb
division Wyatt Cooper took 1st place after 2 matches. He
had the third fastest pin of the day with :20!
At the annual GVSU Open & Novice tournament there
were 637 wrestlers. CSYWC ended the day 13-26 but had
some amazing pins.
Elijah Artecki placed 2nd in the 2006-2007 Novice 100lb
division after 2 matches. Matthew Vaughn placed 3rd in the
Open 110lb division after 3 matches. Ricco Artecki placed
4th in the 2004-2005 Novice 75lb division after 3 matches.
Tommy Stevens placed 1st in the 2004-2005 Open 85lb division after 3 matches. Carter Falan placed 5th in the 105lb
division after 4 matches. Logan Troupe placed 5th in the
100lb division.
Trevor Marsman placed 1st in the 2002-2003 Open 85lb
division.
“While we didn’t have as many top place finishers, we
had some of the best competition yet this year. Every loss
is a learning experience that makes you a better wrestler. It
is a pleasure to watch these kids wrestle every week,” said
Coach Scott Marsman.

WMP
...continued from page 9

take home a Championship title.
WMP had 14 grapplers enter the GVSU tournament and
11 placed in the top 5. 80 lb Blake Hammer, 11/12 Novice
age group, finished in 5th Place.
52 lb Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age group and 55 lb Aaiden
Vasquez, 7/8 age group, finished in 3rd Place.
63 lb Luke Egan, 9/10 age group, finished 2nd Place.
Taking home championship titles were 64 lb Quinten Cassiday, 7/8 age group; 67 lb Tyler Parmeter, 7/8 age group;
52 lb Desmond Smith, 4/6 age group; 61 lb Selina Stalker,
4/6 age group; 59 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age group; 55 lb
Kellen Weckesser, 7/8 age group and 49 lb Blake Werkema,
4/6 age group.
“Watching these kids build momentum each week is exciting. Their passion and drive is displayed every time they
step on the mat. I am thankful for my athletes and the support of their parents,” said Head Coach Dave Andrus.

Business &
Professional
EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL • SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Brynadette
Powell
• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & 7pm
!'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



  "616.696.3900

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

FLORIST Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

WE INSTALL

•Clutches
•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051
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Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

real estate
NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act and
the Michigan Civil Rights Act,
which make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE
For Sale by Owner – Cedar
Springs, 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
2 stall attached garage, large
insulated & wood heated pole
barn on just under 3 wooded
acres. $175.00. 616-318-4303.
#6,7p

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

Help
Wanted

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Storage
CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

Help
Wanted

Sales

SKILLED
TRADES:
Local
company now hiring for fulltime construction work in West
Michigan, with competitive
pay and benefits. 6 months
experience required. Call 616942-8933 for more information.
#4-7b

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Non-Smoking, 62 year old
male needs temporary
place to stay. 616-8880170. #6p

Services

Treatment facility in northern Kent county area, welcoming new hires with no
experience necessary with
paid trainings, earned paid
time off, flexible schedules,
to come help our individuals build skills necessary
to be independent. We
focus on community activities, volunteering, helping
individuals become “New
me’s”, job placement, daily
house meetings discussing problem-solving, anger
management, coping skills,
living skills, etc. Applicant
must pass background and
drug test. Starting pay is
10.00 an hour. Please call
Regan 616-835-7680 or
Carey 616-437-8371. #6-9b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

616-893-6138
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE

of Northern Michigan
is seeking
Certified Nurse Aides
and Home Health Aides
with experience.
The Post is
in search of
hard working
sales reps...

P ST

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
PETS of the Week
Gunther– Male Mastiff Mix
I’m a social, happy, playful
one and a half year old
mastiff mix. I tend to do
well with other dogs and
like to play with them. My
previous owners have said
that I’m a big lap dog that
loves to cuddle and that I
also make a great running
buddy. Come meet me at
Humane Society of West
Michigan!
Icy – Female Domestic Short Hair

BrightStar Care

OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

I’m a sweet 12 year
old cat looking for
my forever home! I
can be shy and like
having my own little
hiding space, but I’m
also very friendly and loving. I enjoy pets and will approach
visitors for some pets & ear scratches. I would do well with
older respectful children and a relaxed home. Please come
meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan! Adoption
fees are waived for animals 7 years and older due to generous grant funding.
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday
12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.

• Lost
• Found
good
• Free to
homes

We have immediate
openings in your area.
Competitive wages.

• Flexible Hours

IT’s TIME
to help
your parents
move hERE!

Want
to Rent

The

Thursday, February 9, 2017

Fax resume to
(231) 929 7829
Call for interview
(231) 929 7827

• Great Commission Rate
• No Nights or Weekends
• No Long Distance Driving
Please send resume to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655

small ads
make ¢ents

are

696-3655

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

What are you up to this Valentine’s Day?
How about spending it with us and falling in
love with a four-legged friend?
Grand Rapids Ballet is proud to partner with Humane
Society of West Michigan (HSWM) on “Pas & Paws”—a
benefit command performance of “Black & White: Swan
Lake” on Tuesday, February 14. A portion of the ticket
proceeds will be used to raise awareness of hurt, abused,
and abandoned animals and support HSWM’s efforts to
find these animals new forever homes. Tickets are $50
and seating is limited so get yours today at http://www.
ticketmaster.com/event/0800523AADFB456A.

www.cedarspringspost.com
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(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

Please join us on Monday, March 20th for the 5th Annual
Paws, Claws & Corks event! This year's event will feature
tasting from Grand Rapids hottest restaurants, samples
of fine wines and microbrews, and a fabulous live and
silent auctions!
Information is available at www.pawsclawsandcorks.com.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

Classifieds are online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/
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Sparta Chevrolet
Get a Jump on the New Year with
These Great Deals at Sparta Chevrolet

February Spotlight!

17C088

16C172

2016 SONIC 5DR LT

Remote Start, Power Windows, Locks,16C084
Cruise Control, MyLink, USB Port, OnStar,
4G LTE WI-FI.

2017 SONIC LS

16C130

2016 IMPALA LT

LT Convenience Package, Remote Start,
Rear Park Assist, Rear Vision Camera,
Universal Home Remote.

WAS $17,270

WAS $19,585

WAS $31,995

SALE PRICE $13,622

SALE PRICE $11,290

17C082

Portable Media Package, Power Seat, EZ Key,
Keyless Start, Remote Start, Heated Seating.

WAS $24,230

Portable Media Connectivity, Remote Start,
Wireless Device Charging, 110V Power Outlet,
Convenience & Technology Package.

WAS $27,210

SALE PRICE $19,996

2017 CRUZE LT

Portable Media Package, Power Driver Seat,
EZ Key, Keyless Start, Remote Start,
Heated Seating.

WAS $23,760

SALE PRICE $21,655

17C026

2017 CRUZE HATCHBACK LT 2017 MALIBU 1LT

17C061

2017 MALIBU 1LT

17C078
16C054

Remote Start, Wireless Charging,
Forward Collision Alert, Rear Cross Traffic Alert,
Lane Keep Assist, Pedestrian Detection.

SALE PRICE $19,586

17T231

2017 EQUINOX AWD LT

Driver Convenience Package, Power Seat,
Remote Start, Heated Front Seating,
4G LTE Wireless HotSpot.

WAS $28,800

SALE PRICE $22,996

LEASE FOR ONLY $199/MONTH

SALE PRICE $24,777

WITH $0 DOWN

17T030
17T163

2017 TRAX AWD LT

17T195

2017 TRAX PREMIER AWD

16C054

LT Convenience Package, Power Seat,
Keyless Open, Keyless Start, Rear View Camera.
16C084

17T203
16C054

2017 TRAVERSE AWD 1LT

Driver Confidence Package, Forward Collision
Alert, Lane Departure Warning, Side Blind Zone 7 Passenger Seating With 2nd Row Captains
Alert, Bose Audio.
Chairs, Style And Technology Package,
Heated Seating, Trailering Package.

2017 SILVERADO 150016C054
CREW CAB Z71 4X4
5.3L V8 Engine, 3.42 Rear Axle Ratio,
Integrated Trailer Brake Controller,
Power Seat, Dual Zone Climate Control,
Remote Start, LED Cargo Box Lighting.

WAS $47,965

LEASE FOR ONLY $172/MONTH

WITH $0 DOWN

LEASE FOR ONLY $243/MONTH

WITH $0 DOWN

LEASE FOR ONLY $299/MONTH

WITH $0 DOWN

SALE PRICE $36,599
SAVE OVER $11,000!

No Hidden Fees or Charges; just add tax, title, plate and doc fee. Must take delivery by 02/28/2016. Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some residency
or other restrictions may apply, see us for complete details. We have made every effort to assure accuracy and reserve the right to amend and/or correct any errors. Promotional rates
and lease payments require qualified credit and may be limited to certain models. Prices/payments may include Owner Loyalty/Chevrolet lease loyalty/conquest incentives or trade
assistance where applicable. Some incentives require financing and qualified credit. Should rules or rebates change, neither customer nor dealer will be obligated to consummate deal.
Due to other special offers which may be available, YOUR PRICE MAY ACTUALLY BE LESS THAN ADVERTISED; please ask us for details. Thank you for shopping Sparta Chevrolet.
EQUINOX
17T231
MSRP
Term
Down Payment
Security Deposit
Amount Due at Start
Total of Payments
Excess Mileage
L.E.V.

$30,695
24-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$199
$4,795
.25
$20,258

TRAX
17T163
$25,745
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$173
$6,228
.25
$15,190

TRAX
17T195
$29,730
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$243
$8,784
.25
$17,541

TRAVERSE
17T195
$39,315
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$299
$10,800
.25
$23,196

Open: Mon. thru Thur. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sparta Chevrolet

(616) 887-1791 www.spartachevy.com

Corner of M-37
and Sparta Avenue
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Choose

From:

CINNAMON LOADED CRAZY BITES™
BACON CHEDDAR LOADED CRAZY BITES™
CAESAR WINGS®
FOUR 20 OZ. PEPSI-COLA® PRODUCTS
LARGE CLASSIC
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