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Family homeless after fire
A fire that started in a garage destroyed a two-story
home in Nelson Township last weekend that had recently
been remodeled.
According to Cedar Springs Fire Chief Marty Fraser,
the call came in at 12:38 a.m. Saturday, February 1, at a
home at 7788 19 Mile Road, between Myers Lake Avenue
and Pine Lake Rd. “The family woke up when they heard
a noise in the garage and couple of explosions,” explained
Fraser. “They were probably the tires on the minivan and
a small car.” Both cars were destroyed in the fire.
Fraser said the first unit arrived at the home of Karl and
Kathy Hanes to find the structure well involved and the
occupants outside. Home at the time was the mother and
four teenagers.
Assisting at the scene was the Sand Lake, Spencer,
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Courtland and Oakfield Fire
Departments. “It took approximately two hours to knock
the bulk of the fire down, and
about 1-1/2 to 2 hours to knock
down hot spots. We were on
the scene a total of six hours,”

National bird feeding month
Get geared up for the Great Backyard Bird Count!

explained Fraser.
The home was a total loss.
Fraser said that the interior of
the home was compromised so
they had to attack the fire strictly from the outside. The cause
was undetermined.

From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, bird watchers from more than 100 countries are expected
to participate in the 17th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), February 14–17,
2014. Anyone anywhere in the world can
count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or
more days of the count and enter their sightings
at www.BirdCount.org.
The information gathered by tens of thousands of volunteers helps track the health of
bird populations at a scale that would not otherwise be possible. The GBBC is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the
National Audubon Society with partner Bird
Studies Canada.
“People who care about birds can change
the world,” said Audubon chief scientist Gary
Langham. “Technology has made it possible
for people everywhere to unite around a shared
love of birds and a commitment to protecting

them.”
In North America, GBBC participants will
add their data to help define the magnitude of a
dramatic irruption of magnificent Snowy Owls.
Bird watchers will also be on the lookout for
the invasive Eurasian Collared-Dove to see if it
has expanded its range again. GBBC observations may help show whether or not numbers
of American Crows will continue to rebound
after being hit hard by the West Nile virus and
whether more insect-eating species are showing up in new areas, possibly because of changing climate.
Last year’s Great Backyard Bird Count
shattered records after going global for the
first time, thanks to integration with the eBird
online checklist program launched in 2002 by
the Cornell Lab and Audubon. Participants reported their bird sightings from all 7 continents,
Bird-continues on page 2
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Chamber responds to the
Festival
By Judy Reed

This snowy owl was photographed in British Columbia last year by Diane McAllister.

The family does have insurance, and the Red Cross put
them up temporarily in one of
their Red Cross houses. Anyone who would like to help the
Hanes family, should contact
the Red Cross.

We received a lot of response to our story last
week regarding a cease and
desist letter the Red Flannel
Festival sent to the Cedar
Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce regarding use of
the Red Flannel Town, and
Red Flannel Town, U.S.A.
service marks.
The Red Flannel Festival trademarked it, but the
Chamber also trademarked
three taglines that incorporate the words Red Flannel
Town in a longer phrase.
When the Chamber organized the city’s annual holiday event this year, they
named it “A Red Flannel
Town Christmas, Come
Mingle with Kris Kringle”
and registered it in October, along with two other
taglines, which were all
approved by the state: A
Red Flannel Town Christmas, and The Original Red
Flannel Town, USA, Cedar

Springs, MI.
The Red Flannel Festival
shows they registered “The
Red Flannel Town” on June
3, 2005, and “Red Flannel
Town, U.S.A.” on June 27,
2011.
Chamber president Shawn
Kiphart said they used the
term because Cedar Springs
has always been known as
Red Flannel Town. The Red
Flannel Festival said it’s
a direct violation of their
trademark rights, and it is
likely to “cause confusion as
to the source or sponsorship
of Chamber materials and
events.”
Kiphart didn’tagree. “Red
Flannel Town is part of a
larger title we use. We are
referencing Cedar Springs.
There is no confusion. I
don’t think people think,
‘Oh, it’s the Red Flannel
Festival,’ we believe they
think of Cedar Springs.”
The Chamber sent a letter
back asking for clarification
and received one back from
the Festival. Kiphart also
asked the community to tell

him what they want—to forget about using the logo and
let the Festival use it only
for them, or to fight for it.
The responses we received,
and that he received personally, were overwhelmingly
in favor of letting the moniker identify the town itself.
Last Wednesday evening,
the Red Flannel Board met
to elect officers, and representatives from the Chamber board were there. Unofficial sources from both
sides said there was some
good discussion.
The Chamber was asked
to put in writing to the Festival what they want, and
they did so with a letter this
week. In a nutshell, they
are asking the Red Flannel
Festival to let groups and
businesses in Cedar Springs
use the name “Red Flannel
Town” to positively impact
the town, without having to
ask each time. You can read
the letter in its entirety on
page 12, along with what
comments readers made on
last week’s story.

Time to vote on the best lips

All the entries are in and it’s time for YOU to vote on
who you think has the most luscious lips in Cedar Springs!
See all 16 entries on page 7. On Thursday at 5 p.m. you
can go to our website and vote for which one you think
should win! Last year we had a few complaints that it was
a popularity contest. So, this year we are trying something
different. All lips will have a number—the names will not
be revealed until we reveal the winners. See details on
page 7.
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It was fun while it lasted.
Levi, Jake and Dustin are
shown here watching in despair as the snow hill they
played on was removed last
week on Second Street near
the library.
“The boys weren’t happy
and asked if I could stop
them from removing it,”
explained Dustin’s mom.
Send us your snow fun
pictures, and we will run
them as space allows. Send
them to news@cedarspringspost.com.

Police seek info on home invasion

The Howard City Police Department is seeking
the public’s assistance on a home invasion that occurred Tuesday, February 4, in Reynolds Township.
The crime occurred in the 11000 block of N.
Whitefish Road. Police said that the suspect(s)
forced entry by breaking a hole through an outside
wall and into the interior of the residence. A shallow
well pump and water pressure tank was disassembled from the plumbing and stolen. It is possible the
suspect(s) used a snowmobile to reach the seasonal
home.   
Anyone with information about this larceny or
the stolen items should contact Howard City Police
Department at 231-937-4311.
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including 111 countries and independent territories. More than
34.5 million birds and 3,610 species were recorded—nearly

one-third of the world’s total bird species documented in just
four days.
“This is a milestone for citizen science in so many respects—
number of species, diversity of countries involved, total participants, and number of individual birds recorded. We hope this is
just the start of something far larger, engaging the whole world
in creating a detailed annual snapshot of how all our planet’s
birds are faring as the years go by,” said Cornell Lab director Dr.
John Fitzpatrick.
“Canadian participation in the Great Backyard Bird Count has
increased tremendously in recent years, and it’s wonderful to see
this program growing globally,” said Bird Studies Canada President Dr. George Finney. “The count is introducing unprecedented numbers of people to the exciting field of bird watching.”
The Great Backyard Bird Count is a great way for people of
all ages and backgrounds to connect with nature and make a
difference for birds. It’s free and easy. To learn more about how
to join the count visit www.birdcount.org and view the winning
photos from the 2013 GBBC photo contest.

(Q.) WHAT ADVERTISING
HELPS BUILD A
COMMUNITY?
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Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community
Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
Still free but priceless

Covering a community of over 30,000
residents in northern Kent County.

Check us out @
www.cedarspringspost.com

4336 Plainfield Ave NE Ste E
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-363-2225 or toll free: 866-755-2224
www.therevolutionllc.com

Contact your sales rep today!
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Keep sidewalks and Kent County Commissioner
hydrants clear of snow charged with embezzlement

Homeowners should keep fire hydrants clear and sidewalks
shoveled. Photo courtesy of Howard City Police Department.
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We received messages from both the City of Cedar Springs and
Howard City Police asking for people to keep sidewalks and hydrants clear of snow.
The City of Cedar Springs has an ordinance that requires homeowners and businesses to keep the sidewalks in front of their
homes clear of snow and ice. If it happens during the day, the
person has 12 hours after it stops to remove it, and if it happens
overnight, they have until 6 p.m. the next day.
“The City could clear it and charge for it, or write a ticket if they
chose to,” explained City Manager Thad Taylor. “But we haven’t
wanted to do that with the harsh weather conditions we’ve had,”
he explained, noting the amount of snow and below zero temps.
“We understand that the weather has been brutal, but now that the
temperature is climbing back up, we just need people to voluntarily take care of it.”
Taylor noted that the main reason for the ordinance is for safety
reasons. Besides the obvious issue of slipping and falling, Taylor
pointed out that if sidewalks aren’t clear, pedestrians must walk
on the street. “If pedestrians and drivers are vying for the same
space on the road, bad things could happen,” he said.
He also pointed out that there are some places where there is
bone dry concrete. “A lot of people are taking care of it and we
truly appreciate homeowners and business owners who are keeping their sidewalks clear,” said Taylor.
Fire hydrants also need to be clear of ice and snow, to help local
firefighters in case of an emergency.

Sixteen juveniles recovered
in child sex trafficking sting
at Super Bowl

The FBI, in partnership with more than 50 law enforcement
agencies, recovered 16 juveniles during an enforcement action
focused on commercial child sex trafficking at the Super Bowl.
Additionally, more than 45 pimps and their associates were arrested, some of whom claimed to have traveled to New Jersey from
other states specifically for the purpose of prostituting women and
children at the Super Bowl.
“High-profile special events, which draw large crowds, have become lucrative opportunities for child prostitution criminal enterprises,” said Ron Hosko, assistant director of the FBI’s Criminal
Investigative Division. “The FBI and our partners remain committed to stopping this cycle of victimization and putting those
who try to profit from this type of criminal activity behind bars.”
The minors recovered during the Super Bowl operations range
in ages from 13 to 17 years old and include high school students
and children who had been reported missing by their families.
Additionally, enforcement actions resulted in the recovery of
international human trafficking victims.
Over the course of the operation, the FBI’s victim specialists
provided 70 women and children services such as food, clothing,
and referrals to health care facilities, shelters, and other programs.
This came after more than six months of localized FBI-led law
enforcement preparation. Working with a variety of federal, state,
and local partners, the FBI has provided training on how to identify and address child exploitation.
“Through partnerships, enhanced as a result of this operation,
we hope to build a lasting framework that helps the community
address this problem,” said Michael Harpster, chief of the FBI’s
Violent Crimes Against Children Section. “It’s easy to focus on
this issue in light of a high-profile event, but the sad reality is, this
is a problem we see every day in communities across the country.”
The FBI’s Super Bowl operation efforts are part of the Innocence Lost National Initiative that was established in 2003 by the
FBI’s Criminal Investigative Division, in partnership with the
Department of Justice and the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, to address the growing problem of child prostitution.
To date, the FBI and its task force partners have recovered more
than 3,100 children. The investigations and subsequent 1,400 convictions have resulted in lengthy sentences, including 11 life terms
and the seizure of more than $3.1 million in assets.

The Montcalm County Prosecutor’s Office has
charged Kent County Commissioner Michael Jay
Wawee, 43, with two felonies—embezzlement
of
$1,000 or more but less than
$20,000 from a non-profit, and false pretenses of
$1,000 or more but less than
$20,000.
The charges stem from
his work for the Catholic
Diocese of Grand Rapids
selling cemetery plots, funeral services and memorial
services.
The investigation was undertaken by the Grand Rapids Police Department, at the
request of the Diocese. The
case is being prosecuted by

the Montcalm County Prosecutor’s Office to avoid any
impropriety, since Wawee is
a Kent County Commissioner representing Walker and
part of Grand Rapids.
Wawee was arraigned
on the charges on Monday,
February 3, in 61st District
Court in Grand Rapids. His
bond was set at $10,000
(10 percent) and he bonded
out Wednesday, February 5.
He has a preliminary exam
scheduled for February 11,
at 11 a.m. The first charge is
punishable by 10 years and/
or $15,000, and the second
is punishable by 5 years
and/or $10,000.
Meanwhile, Kent County
Board of Commissioners

Rotary Paper Trailer
By Tom Noreen
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Chairman Dan Koorndyk
removed Wawee as Chair
of the Legislative and Human Resources Committee,
and named Commissioner
Shana Shroll (District 19)
to the lead role. “Duties on
the Legislative and Human
Resources Committee are
crucial to the people of Kent
County,” Koorndyk noted.
“Members develop legislative priorities, study proposed legislation that could
affect the county, and review
county personnel policy and
procedure manuals. It requires a great deal of time
and commitment, and I felt
the change in leadership was
necessary to assure continuity and success.”

Wawee remains a Michael Wawee
member
of the Board of Commissioners.
“Commissioner
Wawee has been charged with a
crime, and, as due process
allows, is innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law,” Koorndyk stated.
Wawee is the second commissioner charged with a
crime in the last few months.
Former Commissioner Gary
Rolls resigned January 1 after being charged with four
counts of first degree criminal sexual conduct in November.

job that took three Rotarians
about two hours to straighten
up.
The paper trailer is a good
investment for the community as it saves landfill space
and natural resources plus returns the profits. Please help
the Rotary Club in their effort

by neatly stacking your papers, disposing of magazines,
books, pasteboard, and cardboard at Rockford. If you have
any questions about the trailer,
please see any Rotarian or visit
their website at www.cedarspringsrotary.org.

LEGAL
NOTICES

During the last fifteen years,
the Cedar Springs Rotary Club
has recycled over 35 million pounds of newspaper for
$70,000. All of this money has
been returned to the community in the form of scholarships,
support of local organizations
such as the Boy and Girl
Scouts, Cedar Springs Historical Society, Cedar Springs
Library Red Flannel Festival,
and others. The paper trailer is
the Club’s largest fundraiser.
Members of the club diligently check the trailer on a
daily basis in an effort to keep
it neat and safe. They also pull
out materials that cannot be recycled as part of our contract
with Nu-Wool. The papers
are either turned into cellulose
insulation or mulch for hydro-

seeding operations. Because
these materials require high
quality newsprint, Nu-Wool
does not accept magazines,
pasteboard (cereal type boxes) and corrugated cardboard.
Sometimes club members haul
pickup loads of these unwanted materials and take them to
Kent County’s recycling point
across from the Meijer store
on 10 Mile Road in Rockford.
They have also hauled off bags
of dirty diapers, dead fish, and
other assorted trash.
During the month of January, the trailer has been vandalized on multiple occasions. A
person or persons have gone in
and broken bags, tossed papers
all over the trailer, and made a
mess that takes hours to clean
up. The picture is of a repair

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

Public Notice

city of cedar SPriNgS
Due to inclement weather water bills are being
estimated this month. Workers are not able to
access all the City’s water meters due to the
large snowfalls and icy conditions. Water bills
will reflect an average of the household’s water
& sewer usage.
Please call the Utility Billing Clerk with any
questions you may have regarding your water bill
at 696-1330 ext 199.
Dated: February 6, 2014

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

Nelson Township Board
Will hold a

Budget Workshop Meeting
for the
General, library and Pine Lake Weed Control
budgets
for the 2014-2015 fiscal year
on

• Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
• Name Brand Health & Beauty
Aids
• Over the Counter Medications
• Food & Snacks
• Gloves
• Tarps

• Hardware
• Household Cleaning & Paper
Products
• Gift Items
• Shop & Garage Equipment
• Name Brand Closeouts Inventory Constantly Changing

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse
for the same great deals - 1205 W. Washington St. • Greenville
Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716

Thursday, February 13, 2014
at 5:30 pm.
Budget workshop meeting will be held at
Nelson Township/Village Sand Lake Municipal
hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, MI 49343
Public is invited
Dated: February 6, 2014
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Keeping the Faith

Pastor Jim Alblas
Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

More than Words

Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs

Sharpening one another

In Acts 18 we meet a group of Christian people named Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos. This
trio is a highlight for any Biblical reader not
just because they had some pretty cool names
but also because they teach us a very important
and practical lesson. Aquila and Priscilla were a
married couple that were very helpful to Paul in
his work as a Christian missionary. They most
notably worked together in the city of Corinth
promoting the name of Jesus Christ. Likewise,
Apollos was a valued ministry worker who we
first learn about through his ministry efforts in
the city of Ephesus. Apollos was described as
a learned man with a thorough knowledge of
the scriptures who spoke with great fervor and
taught about Jesus accurately.
However, when Aquila and Priscilla made
there way to Ephesus and heard Apollos speak,
it says that they invited him to their home to explain the way of God more adequately. That’s
kind of shocking because he already had a thorough knowledge of the scriptures. Someone in
their position might be a little intimidated to

extend such an invitation especially with the
credentials that Apollos boasted. However, both
Aquila and Priscilla knew that there were things
that Apollos needed to be strengthened in and
felt it important to help him with these. Perhaps
what’s even more shocking is that Apollos was
willing to be tutored by this couple. Someone in
his position might be too prideful to accept such
an invitation, but instead he welcomes it. Apollos recognized that he didn’t know it all, and
looked forward to becoming even more learned
about Jesus.
What Christians today can learn from this is
the importance of sharpening one another. Proverbs 27:17 says: As iron sharpens iron, so one
man sharpens another. People in the church
should always be asking two questions: first,
who can I help to draw closer to God? And secondly, who can help me draw closer? No matter how long or short we’ve been in the church,
there is knowledge, insight and spiritual growth
that others can help us with, and we can help
pulpit - continues on page 10

You Have A Choice…

There Is A Difference.

Grant Chapel

Newaygo Chapel

45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

226 State Road
Newaygo, MI 49337

Phone: (231) 834-5613

Phone: (231) 652-5613

Frederick
and
Elizabeth
Noble
got married on New
Year’s Day, 1941.
It was World War 2
By Ronnie McBrayer
and Frederick was
on a 48-hour leave from his British Tank Regiment. Between military assignments, Frederick took time to write love letters and send
telegrams back to Elizabeth; hundreds of them.
Mostly he wrote about home and how much he
missed his new bride.
Finally, Frederick did make it home, and
rarely did he leave Elizabeth’s side again. The
two settled in the English countryside and
raised a large, beautiful family. After both had
died, their children opened a tea chest that contained almost every love letter Frederick and
Elizabeth had ever exchanged. Many were
from the war years, but some were exchanged
late in life, while the couple was in their 90s.
Yet, the collection, in and of itself, is unremarkable. What gives the collection power,
is what gives all such things their power: The
love that brought them into being, for each
word was driven by devotion. Every sentence
was constructed with affection. Each paragraph served as a confession of a love stronger
than death. Indeed, Frederick and Elizabeth
both died just days apart. Love had truly made
the two, one.

Have you ever received such a love letter?
Do you have a collection of such words, words
motivated by adoration, words from your beloved? Actually, you do. It’s that best-selling
book of all time; that leather-bound volume
shoved into the nightstand drawer or sitting
ragged and dog-eared on the kitchen table.
Or if you prefer, it’s downloaded as an app on
your mobile device. It’s the Bible, and yes, it is
a love letter written to you.
“A love letter? I thought the Bible was a
book of religious laws, full of condemnation,
genocide, hard to pronounce surnames, and the
occasional children’s story. Isn’t it just a bunch
of words?”
Might you look deeper, for the Bible is a
powerful thing, enlivened by God’s Spirit and
constructed by divine affection? “For God so
loved the world,” the familiar text says, “that
he gave his only begotten Son.” That’s a summary of the whole, forever shattering the concept that the Bible is just a collection of printed
pages.
No, it is a love story; a love letter. It is a doorway to experience Christ, the Christ who genuinely loves us – more than mere words – the
Christ who just couldn’t live without us.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist,
pastor, and author. His newest book is “The
Gospel According to Waffle House.” You can
read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Publish
Your

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you

David J. Fields

Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

A.J. McKinley

Licensed Funeral Director-Retired

www.fieldsmckinley.com

Licensed Funeral Director

Two Convenient Locations Serving Your Needs

ChurchDirectory
Blessed John Paul II Parish

is affiliated with...

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

Firs

rch
s t c hu
b a p t iced
ar spr ing s
of

233 S. Main Street
696-1630






sunday Worship: 10 aM


Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f










Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com



Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org








MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)


sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.






SundayS:
10:30 a.M.





suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr all aGes



Pastor Mary Ivanov



12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671

Autumn Mattson named
Regional Athletic
Director of the Year
Michigan’s professional organization of school athletic directors,
the Michigan Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association
(MIAAA), has selected Autumn
Mattson of Cedar Springs High
School as regional Athletic Director of the Year. One of only fourteen administrators state wide to
be honored by the MIAAA, Autumn will be presented the
award in Traverse City on March 18, 2014 at the annual
MIAAA Mid-Winter Conference in which over 500 athletic
directors participate.
Mattson came to Cedar Springs High school from Lake
Superior State University where she played four years of
women’s basketball and received her undergraduate degree. She then received her Masters in Education and
her teaching certificate from Aquinas College. Currently
at Cedar Springs, Autumn serves as Athletic Director and
Dean of Students. Mattson also served as president of the
OK Bronze division in 2011 & 2012 and is involved in numerous MHSAA committees including: Women in Sports
Leadership, Basketball Officials, and the Scholar Athlete
committee.
In 2010, Mattson founded the Athletic Leadership Council (ALC) in Cedar Springs with the goal of uniting the students, staff and community and to spread the Red Hawk
Pride to the community. One example is Staff Pride night
when each athlete chooses a staff member within the district who has made a difference in their lives and invites
them to attend a game. This allows past teachers to see that
they are remembered and appreciated.
Brian Zdanowski, Athletic Director at Greenville High
School, says Autumn is “very professional, dependable,
and one who will do what it takes to get the job done. She is
most definitely the leader of the athletic department and has
gained respect from the coaches, athletes, and the parents
that she serves.”
Steve Bennink, Athletic Director at Coopersville Area
Schools, says “she has been the ultimate professional, always representing what is best for all student athletes,
whether hers or the other schools.”
The MIAAA is a 52-year old association with nearly 700
members serving as athletic administrators in numerous
high schools and junior high/middle schools in Michigan.
As partners with the Michigan High School Athletic Association, the MIAAA works to promote the educational value of interscholastic athletics and the role and profession of
athletic director. The MIAAA is very proud to spotlight the
work of Autumn Mattson, an Athletic Director whose work
and values best mirrors those of the association.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
Saturdays of the month at the
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE.
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Sunday Sunday
Services:
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Services:

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
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Upcoming Events
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Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas

Rockford Springs Community Church

No School – February 14
Mid-Winter Break – February 17 & 18
Early Release – February 28
End of Trimester 2 – February 28

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

Cedar springs public schools

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm
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Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pre-Registration for children turning 5 years
old by October 1, 2014 begins March 1, 2014.
For more information, call
616-696-7317 or visit csredhawks.org.

Ready, Set, Go!
The Cedar Springs Kindergarten Team welcomes the
parents/guardians of the 2014-2015 Kindergarten Class to
a special evening at Cedar Trails Elementary.
Tuesday, March 18
6:00pm to 7:00pm
Cedar Trails Elementary
Parents/guardians will move in small groups from classroom to classroom getting a glimpse at the typical kindergarten day and curriculum expectations. There will be five
stations in all.
We are hoping to answer questions and get EVERYONE
ready for an exciting start to the school year.
In August, after teacher assignments have been finalized,
we will welcome the students to Cedar Trails’ Open House
to visit their classroom and meet their teacher.

Enrollment for the Tuition
Based Preschool is Open

Classes are forming for students who are 3 or 4 years old
by October 1, 2014.
Families that are interested in tuition assistance for your
child who will be 3 years old as of October 1, 2014, please
complete an application at www.firststepskent.org – select Great Start Early Childhood Scholarships and then select the link to the 2014-2015 Childcare Scholarship Application. Questions can be directed to the office of Great Start
Collaborative/First Steps at 616-742-8903.
If your child will be 4 as of October 1, 2014 and you are
interested in information about a tuition free preschool opportunity, please contact the Great Start Readiness Program
616-447-2409.

Do you
miss those
summer
yard sales?
Do you have
unwanted
items lying
around your house?
Come check out the SENIOR ALL NIGHT
PARTY RUMMAGE SALE!! The SANP
committee is organizing the sale and we will
gladly take your stuff. All proceeds go toward
the SANP and will help provide scholarships,
offset costs for the venue & entertainment and
purchase a special gift for each attending senior.

WHAT: RUMMAGE SALE
WHEN: MARCH 8th
WHERE: CEDAR VIEW
TIME: 10AM-2PM
DROP OFF ITEMS ON FRIDAY AT CEDAR
VIEW FROM 4PM-7PM
**We will have donation forms available for
tax purposes**
QUESTIONS: CALL ROBYN COONS AT
616-291-8784 OR E-MAIL RCOONS@
CHARTERMI.NET

Cedar Springs Athletic Boosters

Athletes of the Month

DeBoe, Swanson and Austin are named Cedar Springs Athletic Boosters Student Athletes of the Month for January
Junior Liz DeBoe was named Student Athlete of the Month for Girls Bowling. Liz is a 3
year varsity anchor bowler who is counted on heavily by her Red Hawk teammates. Liz also
excels in the classroom with a 3.49 GPA.
Coach Rog Filut states that; “Liz is a 3rd year varsity team member, she has been dedicated
to improving each year she has been on the team. She is currently our anchor bowler which
puts additional expectation on her. Not only is she a good bowler, but she is a leader by example for her teammates and is always willing to help out her teammates, to improve their
games as well. Liz shows up for practice focused and ready to go. It is great to have her on
the team.”
Liz is the daughter of Vivian and Gary DeBoe.
Junior Rider Swanson was named Student Athlete of the
Month for Ice Hockey. Rider is a key member of the varsity
hockey team; he has had an outstanding first half of the season accumulating 2 goals, and 7
assists in 12 games. Rider also excels in the classroom with an impressive 3.76 GPA and is
a regular on the honor roll. Rider is a member of National Honor Society.
Coach Mike Maas says; “Rider is a hard worker who continues to gain confidence. He is
a strong physical player who isn’t afraid to go into the corners. Rider has a good shot and a
knack for making plays. Riders role continues to expand, and we are looking for more out
of Rider in the second half of the season.”
Rider is the son of Mandy and Kevin Swanson.
Senior Josh Austin has been named the Student Athlete of the
Month for Boys Bowling. Josh is a 4 year member of the Varsity bowling team, and carries
an impressive 182 average this season. He excels in the classroom with a 2.986 GPA. Josh
volunteers his time and mentors young bowlers.
Josh’s coach says that; “Josh is a very committed to bowling. He has been bowling since
the age of 5. He is proud to tell you his Grandpa Austin is part of the Grand Rapids Bowling
Hall of Fame. High school bowling is a passion for Josh and I am very proud of his accomplishments during his 4 years of bowling and his dedication to the sport.”
Josh is the son of Dobbie and Todd Austin.
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Septic cleaning, llc

3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

1565 Dagget Rd.
Pierson

616-636-5565

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-3655
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

AA Meetings at Rebos House

Rebo’s House, 10 N. First St., Cedar Springs is open on
Sunday, 9 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. Monday, noon, 7 pm Big
Book, 8:15pm, Tuesday, noon, 5:30 women’s, 7 pm men’s
& women’s. Wednesday, noon, 7 pm 12X12, 8:15 pm.
Thursday, noon, 7 pm, Alanon 7 pm. Friday, noon, 7 pm
and Saturday, 8:30 am, 10 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. #6

Springs Soccer Registration

Feb. 4&6: Springs 2014 Soccer Registration for American
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) is Tuesday, February 4
and Thursday, February 6 at Burger King Restaurant, 4065
– 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs from 6 – 8 pm. Fee for the
Spring Session is $60 per child with a $5 discount per child
for families registering 3 or more players. Players must be
at least 4 years of age by March 24, 2014. First time players
– please bring Birth Certificate for age verification. Please
complete online application at www.eayso.org – print two
copies and take advantage of our Express Lane! These will
be the final registration dates for the Spring Season. Please
tell you friends and neighbors. If you have questions please
contact us through the link on our website: www.ayso902.
org. #4-6p

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
February 7 • 8 • 9

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

Winter

Music Festival

$3.00

616-696-7469
coMing Soon:

tueS., Feb. 11 @ 6:30PM
tH

LOCAL MUSICAL TALENT
INCLUDES CSHS JAZZ BAND

Feb. 8: Pine Ridge Bible Camp is planning an awesome,
fun filled day for the entire family. Sledding, broom hockey,
snowman building competitions, ice skating, and more are
all part of the day. Please bring your own sleds, ice skates,
and decorations for your snowman. Concessions will be
available in the dining hall. Saturday, February 8th from 1
to 4 pm. 8415 – 17 Mile Rd. #6

Sand Lake Winterfest

Feb. 8: The Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce presents
the 4th Annual Winterfest. Saturday, February 8th. Events
include a Snow Maze at the Sand Lake United Methodist
Church, Outhouse Races are at 1 pm near the VFW and
a Pinewood Derby and Hot Wheel races at 2:30 pm at the
VFW. The Resurrection Lutheran Church has lots of events
for children. Every one is welcome! #6

Bake Sale and Winter Fun at Sand Lake
UMC

Feb. 8: Have a great family fun day at Sand Lake United
Methodist Church, 65 W. Maple, on Saturday, February 8th
from 10 am to 1 pm. Bake sale, children’s games and crafts,
raffle and walk the snow maze. #6

Cedar Springs Garden Club

Feb. 11: The Cedar Springs Garden Club will meet on
Tuesday, February 11 at 8:30 am at the Cedar Cafe on Main
St. in Cedar Springs. We are alternating between breakfast
and evening meetings this year. We would love to have you
join us for either or both meetings. #6

TOPS weight loss support group

Feb. 11: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake.
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for
more information. #6

Help Promote Literacy

SHowtiMeS: Friday: 5PM • 8:30PM | Saturday: 1PM • 5PM • 8:30PM
Sunday: 1PM • 5PM

DIGITAL Movie Tickets ONLY

Family Sledding and Winter Fun Day

*Planned movie titles may be
changed by the distributor

Youth VolleYball

for 3rd-6th grade girls starts Wed. feb 12

Wee haWks basketball

Feb. 11: The Literacy Center of West Michigan has
scheduled an information session on Tuesday, February 11
for prospective volunteer tutors to find out more about the
Center and its literacy programs. At the end of the session
there will be an opportunity to sign up for tutor training.
At lease 6,000 adults cannot speak or understand English
well. By training people to be tutors, the Center can offer
one-on-one reading help to adults in reading or English as a
Second Language (ESL). You do not need to speak another
language to tutor ESL. Please call us at 616-459-5151(ext.
10) to register. The Center is located at 1120 Monroe Ave.
NW, Suite 204, Grand Rapids. #6

Free meal at OLC Family Center

Feb. 13,27: God’s Kitchen North welcomes Northern Kent
County families to join us for an evening meal on Thursday,
February 13th & February 27th. No charge – No registration
required. Served from 6-7 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation
Family Center, 4865 11 Mile Rd. NE in Rockford. #6

for k-2nd grade starts sat. March 8

Beyblades at KDL

fridaY, March 14th
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204 E. Muskegon • Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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Computer
repair fast!

www.csaparksandrec.com • email: director@csaparksandrec.com

Open Monday-Wednesday at Hilltop 8:30am-3pm
PLEASE JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
TO STAY UP ON ALL PROGRAMS AS WELL!

reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

Cedar springs
Sparta

696-7000
205-9511

JOKE
of theWeek
Football makes sense

A guy took his blonde girlfriend to the Super Bowl—
her first football game. They had great seats right behind their team’s bench. After the game, he asked her
how she liked the experience.
“Oh, I really liked it,” she replied, “especially the
tight pants and all the big muscles, but I just couldn’t
understand why they were killing each other over 25
cents.”
Dumbfounded, her date asked, “What do you mean?”
“Well, they flipped a coin. One team got it, and then
for the rest of the game, everyone kept screaming, ‘Get
the quarter back! Get the quarter back!’ I’m like, Hello-o-o? It’s only 25 cents!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

Happy Valentines Day
The Cedar Springs Post
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The 21st annual “Best Lips” Contest

It’s time to VOTE for the Best Lips in Cedar Springs!
Who has the most luscious lips in CedarSprings?

you be the judge - Vote online for your favorite lips!

The entries are in! Now, it’s your turn to be the Judge! Vote for your favorite online at www.cedarspringspost.com. The entries have been numbered and nicknamed so every
entry has a fair chance to win - this is no popularity contest! Voting starts at 5pm on Thursday, February 6. You can vote once per day. Contest closes Tuesday, February 11, at
5pm. The person with the most votes at that time will be the grand prize winner. Prizes will also be awarded to 2nd and 3rd place winners.
Prizes: A FREE Class from Moxie Fitness, FREE Shampoo & Cut from B&B Beauty Salon, Lotion & Tanning Pkg. from Awesome Tan, $25 Gift Certificate from Geek Worxs,
FREE cup of Tea from Perry’s Place llc, 15 Minute Chair Massage from Kin of Hope, $50 of makeup from Hair Craft Company, $30 Gift Certificate to Big Boy Restaurant (Cedar
Springs location), 2 movie tickets and a medium combo from The Kent Theatre, and more!

#1 - Succulent

#2 - Smiley

#3 - Smurky

#4 - Flirty

#5 - Flashy

#6 - Pinky

#7 - Rosey

#8 - To the Point

#9 - Voluptuous

#10 - Pouty

#11 - Dainty

#12 - Sassy

#13 - Kissy

#14 - Heart-shaped

#15 - Pretty in Pink

#16 - Red Velvet

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
Beyblade Battles! Bring your own Beyblades and arenas, or
train and compete using the library’s equipment. For ages 6
and older. Saturday, February 15 at 10:30 am at Sand Lake/
Nelson Township KDL branch. 88 Eighth St. #6

First Snowshoe Race at HCNC

Feb. 15: The 2 mile route is located on Natures Habitat
(trail). Trail will be groomed and as flat as possible.
Saturday, February 15th at 10:30 am. Donation of $15 per
person. Entry fees are non refundable. Race fees include
refreshments, a chili lunch (crackers, drink and cookies),
and cash prizes to the top three finishers. 1st place $100,
2nd place $50 and 3rd place $25. Registration opens at 8:30
am. Or you may send an email to cperski@lilysfrogpad.
com and send your payment to HCNC – Box 42, Kent City,
MI 49330. #6

Valentine’s Dance and Vegas Night

Feb. 15: the Tri County Eagles of Sand Lake are hosting a
Valentine’s Dance and Vegas Night on Saturday, February
15th from 6 pm to midnight. There are dinner specials, a
50/50 drawing and gift basket drawing. The band “Chapter
4” will perform from 8 pm to midnight. Open to the public.
License #M85331. #6,7p

Whitetails Unlimited Fundraising Event

Mar. 8: Whitetails Unlimited is sponsoring the 7th Annual
Cedar Springs Banquet on Saturday, March 15, at the
American Legion, 91 N. First St., Cedar Springs. This
special event will feature a buffet dinner, auction, and
prizes with a wide array of products for hunting enthusiasts.
Proceeds will go toward projects that uphold WTU’s
mission. The social hour begins at 5 pm with dinner at 6:30
pm. Tickets are $35 each, $25 for a spouse, or juniors 15
and under. Ticket order deadline is March 8th and tickets
will not be sold at the door. For tickets call Brian Eagan
616-291-5335 or WTU National Headquarters at 800-2745471 or go online at www.whitetailsunlimited.com. #6

Rep. VerHeulen announces
two opportunities to meet
in February
State Rep. Rob VerHeulen, R-Walker, 74th District, announced he will meet with constituents for office hours in
February.
Office hours will take place:
In Standale on Saturday, Feb. 8 at New Beginnings, located at 7435 Lake Michigan Drive, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
In Rockford, on Saturday, Feb. 22, at Herman’s Boy located at 220 Northland Drive NE, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
As always if residents are unable to attend Rep. VerHeulen’s office hours, feel free to contact his Lansing office
at (517) 373-8900 or email RobVerHeulen@house.mi.gov.  

3 easy steps to sweeten someone’s Valentine’s Day

Creative gift solutions offer a
simple way to show you care

(BPT) - Nearly everyone has more than one special person in their life. Whether it’s a neighbor who lets the dog
out, the friend who watches the kids in a pinch or a colleague who makes Mondays a little more bearable, loved
ones make our days better. A simple thank you or a small
thank you gift can go a long way in showing those people
just how much you appreciate them.
A recent survey revealed that most people do have multiple “loves” in their lives. In fact, significant others aren’t
the only ones who get Valentine’s Day gifts these days.
This survey, which was commissioned by Rich Products,
a leading provider to foodservice, in-store bakery and retail
marketplaces, showed that Valentine’s Day now extends way
beyond that one special person.
Forty four percent of people said
that they purchase gifts for multiple people on Valentine’s Day.
When asked to identify their
“other loves,” friends were at the
top of the list; and surprisingly,
among their favorite gifts were
fresh baked goods ranging from
cookies, cupcakes and other
sweet treats. So to sweeten your relationships all year round, small thank
you gifts are both welcomed and
appreciated. And keep in mind
Served: 5pm to 9pm
it’s not the size of the gift that
Choose from:
matters. Survey results show
that good things come in small,
Sizzler
personalized packages.
Marinated Chicken Breast
Give the gift of deliciousness.
To get started, remember
Prime Rib
showing your appreciation
New York Strip
doesn’t have to be expensive
All dinners served with choice of tossed salad or coleslaw , baked potato,
and time consuming. Gifts can
steak fries, or vegetable and a mini loaf of bread.
be purchased on your weekly (or
Movie Tickets are for the 9PM movie showing at
daily) trip to the grocery store
The Kent Theatre on February 14th only
then personalized and decorated

69 S Main St
Cedar Springs

696-9824

Valentine SpecialS

2 Dinners & A

M

Vie

ONLY
$20.00

Bring your Sweetie in on Valentines Day

Buy one get one FREE drink!

Valentines Day Only 2/14/2014

Hours:
SUN-MON Closed
TUE-THUR 9am-8pm
FRI 9am-9pm
SAT 10am-4pm

32 S. Main Street
DOWNTOWN
Cedar Springs

with things that you have around the house. You
can stock up on these inexpensive supplies at
your local craft store.
Here are some simple, low-cost steps to show
someone you care:
Step 1: Visit the bakery department in your
local grocery store for a variety of fresh and delicious options. From frosted cookies, to cinnamon rolls, cupcakes and doughnuts, you’ll find a

treat to please everyone on your list - and there’s
no baking involved.
Step 2: Personalize each gift by selecting
a baked good and using basic art or wrapping
supplies (think ribbon spools and tissue paper
leftover from Christmas) that you have around
the house to dress up your gifts.
Step 3: Attach a personalized, handwritten
Sweeten - continues on page 9

valentine’s day
so delicious
has never been

Valentine’s Day
$
2 Can Dine for 20

Date 2/14-2/16
aVailable all Day
Includes your choice of two dinner entrées accompanied by our Endless
Soup, Salad, and Fresh Fruit Buffet and your choice of two Big Boy Ice
Cream Minis.
Choose any two entrées from the list below:
• Cajun Chicken Alfredo with grilled garlic roll
• Veal Parmesan with grilled garlic roll
• Grilled Sirloin Steak and side choice
• Bacon Mac-n-Cheese with grilled garlic roll
• Parmesan Grilled Cod and side choice
• Fried Shrimp and side choice
• Fish & Chips
• Chicken Tender Meal and side choice
• Spaghetti & Meatballs with grilled garlic roll
• Knife & Fork Fried Chicken and side choice
Visit us at:
CEDAR SPRINGS BIG BOY
13961 White Creek Ave
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-2100

Hours: Sun.-Thurs. 6am-10pm
Fri.-Sat. 6am-11pm

616-696-2910
www.alphaomegacandg.com

Big Boy is a registered trademark of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC.
© 2014 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC
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Red Hawks take down Northview, Wrestlers take top spots
fall to West Catholic
By Kendra Coons

The varsity boys basketball team conquered their ninth win
on Friday, January 31. The Red Hawks defeated the Wildcats of
Northview High School 66-49. This win brought their record to
9-1.
“It felt good to play a very good second half against a good team
and to come out with a win,” commented head Coach Jeff Patin.
In the first quarter, Cedar Springs scored 10 points. Northview
was just behind them coming in at a total of 7 points. In the second
quarter, Northview came back and scored 20 points while Cedar
Springs scored 9. The score was 27-19 with Northview leading
going into halftime. The Red Hawks came back out after halftime and scored 24 more points taking back the lead. The Wildcats
scored a total of 9 points in the 3rd quarter making the score 43-36
at the end with the Red Hawks in the lead. In the fourth quarter,
Cedar Springs lengthened their lead by adding 23 more points to
their score, while Northview added on 13. This made the final
score 66-49 with Cedar Springs taking home the win.
“I was very pleased, in general, at how well we shared the ball
and found the open man in the second half,” stated Coach Patin.
Senior Cameron Link scored 22 points for the Red Hawks.
Coming in close behind Link was senior David Kearney with
17 points, and Junior Brad Brechting also contributed to the Red
Hawks score by adding on 14 points.
“I told [the team] I was proud of their effort, as a group, especially in the second half when we had to come back from an 8
point halftime deficit,” explained Coach Patin.
The varsity boys play the Wildcats again, on Friday, Febru-

ary 21, but
this time at
Northview.
It should be
a fantastic
match-up
once again.
“We
will
play [Northview] again,
at
their
place, and it Senior Cameron Link scored 22 points for the
should be a Red Hawks in their win against Northview last
good game,” Friday, January 31.
remarked Patin.
After Friday’s game, the varsity Red Hawk boys took on the
Falcons of West Catholic on Saturday, February 1.
In the first quarter, Cedar Springs scored 6 points, while West
Catholic scored 8. In the second quarter, West Catholic scored 3
points and Cedar Springs came back and scored a whopping 12
points to take the lead 18-11 going into halftime. After halftime,
West Catholic came back and scored 19 points and Cedar Springs
only scored 8. West Catholic had taken back the lead. At the end of
the third quarter the score was 30-26 in favor of the Falcons. In the
fourth quarter the Red Hawks came fighting back and scored 17
points, but the Falcons were just a step ahead of them and scored
Hawks - continues on page 11

Olivia Male

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to the Orchardview Tournament
on Super Bowl Sunday last weekend, bringing eighteen grapplers to compete, with twelve entering the novice division. Pursuit placed 17 in the top 4. This week brought 35 victories out of
59 battles. Owner and Head Coach, Dave Andrus said, “I am very
proud to represent the past, the present and the future of wrestling.” This week’s placements are as follows:
4th place medalists include Nicholas Bartolo in the 7/8 Novice
age group in the 64 lb wt class and Blake Longcore in the 13/14
Novice age group in the 107/114 lb wt class.
3rd place medalists include Hunter Chilcote in the 11/12 Novice
age group in the 95/100/105 lb wt class, Casey Chlebek in the 7/8
Open age group in the 58 lb wt class and Colton Schmid in the 7/8
Novice age group in the 61 lb wt class.
2nd place medalists include Cameron Fess in the 11/12 Open
age group in the 80/85 lb wt class, Austin Ortowski (06/05 Open)
wrestlers - continues on page 11

ville. Seven Red Hawk wrestlers made it to the finals, with
two winning championships
and five finishing with silver
medals. Three other wrestlers
advanced to the consolation

finals, where there were two
third place finishes and one
fourth.
Freshman Jordan Ringler
started things off with a gold
medal at 103 pounds. Jordan

Moxie Fitness
& Health Studio
4625 14 Mile Rd. | Rockford

248-701-0863

www.moxiefitnessandhealth.com
michelle pozan/moxie fitness and health
E-mail: moxiefitness43@gmail.com

CLASSES! CLASSES! CLASSES!
Moxie Fitness
& Health
has opened a
GREAT place to
build the body you
want! Small Group
motivation, workouts
that will fit your
fitness level.

Bikini se
ason
is coming
!

NEW FITNESS STUDIO
4625 14 Mile Road, Rockford

(Behind Cedar Rock Cafe and By Arnolds Garage)

Mirrors • Dance Flooring • Steps • Weights • Bands
Zumba • Kickboxing • Circuits • TRX • Bootcamps!

Classes forming NOW!
1st class FREE

FEBRARY DEAL:

$40/10 CLASS PUNCH CARD

Michelle Pozan

ACSM Certified
Personal Trainer,
AFAA Certified Group
Fitness instructor,
& Licensed Zumba
instructor

won his finals match with a
6-0 shutout over the defending conference champ from
Forest Hills Eastern. Ringler’s
record for the season is 26-4.
Zach Wamser won his first
conference
championship
by fall in the second period.
Wamser, a junior, is a solid
Varsity - continues on page 9

At Home or Away
We’re just a click away

Freshman Jordan Ringler

Wrestlers bring home medals
Cedar Wrestlers
continue to win
medals wherever
they go. Youth
wrestlers spent the
last two weeks at a
few different tournaments, bringing
back a whopping
total of 26 medals! Although they
make it look easy,
they are working
hard to earn these
medals
attending tournaments
where hundreds of wrestlers are fighting for the four medals awarded in each division.
On January 19, Byron Center hosted a tournament, where our kids brought home 11 medals. In the
5/6 age group winners were Veronica Tapia 2nd/37lb and Pistachio Gonzales 1st/55lb. In the 7/8 were
Cora Gonzales 2nd/52lb and Tommy Stevens 1st/58lb. In the 9/10 were Landon Demorest 2nd/55lb,
Trevor Marsman 2nd/63lb, Tacho Gonzales 4th/67lb, and Carter Falan 2nd/75lb. In the 11/12 were
Logan Hull 2nd/90lb and Reese Gonzales 3rd/95lb. Rounding out the results was Gage Gardner with
a 2nd place finish at 145lb in the 13-15 age division.
On January 26, wrestlers competed at Forest Hills Northern, where they dominated, winning a
total of 14 medals. Of those 14, five were 1st place finishes! Champions in the 5/6 age group were
Veronica Tapia at 37lb and Pistachio Gonzales at 55lb. In the 7/8 age group was Tommy Stevens
at 58lb. In the 9/10 age group were Landon Demorest at 55lb and Trevor Marsman at 63lb. Second
place finishers were Brandson Wood in the 5/6 at 43lb, Cora Gonzales in the 7/8 at 52lb, Allexis Gonzales in the 13-15 at 138lb, and Gage Gardner in the 13-15 at 145lb. The third place finisher, and first
time medal winner, was Dominic Vanderhyde in the 5/6 at 55lb! Fourth place finishers were Chase
Sarniak in the 5/6 at 46lb, Gavyn Byxbe in the 5/6 at 52lb, Logan Hull in the 11/12 at 90lb and Reese
Gonzales in the 11/12 at 95lb. Keaton Klaasen also wrestled at a different tournament held in Otsego
that same day with a 2nd place finish in the 7/8 at 46lb. Keaton wasn’t the only Hawk who left the
nest to wrestle; Ryan Ringler attended the 2014 Clash of The Titans held in Holt, Mich. He wrestled
at 136lb in the Middle School Division for the West Region MYWAY team. Although the team didn’t
take Clash champion this year, Ryan did very well as a seventh grader with a record of 6-1.
The Cedar Springs Youth Wrestling program is building wrestlers who are continuing on into the
Cedar Springs Middle and High School programs, where they are competing well. Coach George
Gonzales says, “I am so proud of these boys and girls who are working so hard to get better and are
excited to continue wrestling into higher levels. We want to congratulate the High School team who
took 2nd at Conference and wish them luck this week at Regionals.”

...continued from page 7

note on a piece of construction paper or cardstock. Cut the paper
to size, punch a hole to thread a ribbon through and tie it to your
gift.
Other ideas for a quick and easy do-it-yourself ways to dress
up your gift:
* Homemade gift bags: Cut hearts out of construction paper and
glue onto a lunch bag.
* Decorative plates: Find inexpensive, seasonal or colored ceramic plates at your local discount store and wrap with cellophane
and a bow.
* Sweet surprise: Grab a small gift box, place some tissue inside, add your selected baked good and tie with a colored bow.
Make sure that the baked good is secure in the box. You don’t
want it to crumble.
For more simple and creative gifting and packaging ideas, visit
the Bakery Because Pinterest board at www.pinterest.com/bakerybecause.

Varsity
...continued from page 8

For nearly 40 years, the Earned Income Tax Credit has been
helping low- to moderate-income workers by giving them a boost
to their income. Four out of five eligible workers claim EITC, but
the IRS wants every eligible worker to claim and get this credit.   
Here are some things the IRS wants you to know about this
important credit:
Review your eligibility. If you worked and earned under
$51,567, you may be eligible for EITC. If your financial or family situation has changed, you should review the EITC eligibility
rules. You might qualify for EITC this year even if you didn’t in
the past. Workers who qualify for EITC must file a federal income
tax return and specifically claim the credit to get it, even if they do
not have a requirement to file a return.
Know the rules. Before claiming EITC, you need to understand
the rules to be sure you qualify. It’s important to get it and get it
right. There are several factors to consider:
Your filing status can’t be Married Filing Separately.
• You must have a valid Social Security number for
yourself, your spouse if married, and any qualifying
child listed on your tax return.
• You must have earned income. Earned income includes
earnings such as wages, self-employment and farm
income.
• You may be married or single, with or without children
to qualify. If you don’t have children, you must also
meet age, residency and dependency rules.
• If you are a member of the U.S. Armed Forces serving in
a combat zone, special rules apply.
Lower your tax or get a refund. The EITC reduces your federal tax and could result in a refund. If you qualify, the credit could
be worth up to $6,044. The average credit was $2,355 last year.
Use free services. Don’t guess about your EITC eligibility. Use
the EITC Assistant tool on IRS.gov. The tool helps you find out
if you qualify and will estimate the amount of your EITC. The
best way to file your return to claim EITC is to use IRS Free File.
Free brand-name software will figure your taxes and EITC for
you. Combining e-file with direct deposit is the fastest and safest
way to get your refund. Free File is available exclusively on IRS.
gov/freefile. Free help preparing
and e-filing your return to claim
your EITC is also available at
thousands of Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance sites around the
country.
If you are a member of the
U.S. Armed Forces serving in
a combat zone, special rules apply. For more information, see
IRS Publication 596, Earned In-

21-1 heading into the state tournament.
Five wrestlers dropped their final match to finish second including 145-pounder Mike Smith, 160-pounder Logan McGahan, and
215-pounder Teddy Edwards. All three are juniors and are being
counted on to be team leaders coming back into their senior seasons. Senior Kyle Rice was able to successfully trim down 35
pounds during the season and made his first varsity appearance
at the conference finals at 189 pounds and added valuable team
points with his second place effort. Freshman Patrick DePiazza
also pulled out a silver medal at heavyweight in his first conference meet.
In the consolation battles for third place, Baron Lenardson came
back strong after being pinned in his first match and avenged an
earlier season loss with a smooth 17-3 major decision over his
Northview opponent at 125 pounds. Anthony Topolski also won
by a second period fall in his patented headlock at 140 pounds,
for his first conference medal.
Freshman Wayne White finished fourth at 135. In all, 10
& accounting
Red Hawk grapplers placed in
the tournament, with only two
Personal & Business Taxes
of them, Lenardson and Rice,
Walk-Ins Welcome
being seniors.
Appointments Advised
“I feel that the team will be
overall stronger next year and
44 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
we are looking to marginalize
the difference between us and
616-696-0920
Greenville,” said Coach Nick
FasTax@1040.com
Emery.

Fastax

McBride Accounting
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

We are a
Full Accounting Service
McBride Accounting

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

616-696-1599

Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

Walk-ins welcome
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Earned income tax credit gives
workers a boost

You now can read your local
newspaper online!!

www.cedarspringspost.com

Varsity wrestlers battle to second place finish in OK Bronze
The Cedar Springs Varsity
Wrestling team battled to a
solid second place finish in the
OK Bronze individual wrestling tournament, on Saturday,
behind state-ranked Green-

$

DID YOU
KNOW...

Sweeten

TAX TIME $
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Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pm

come Credit. It’s available in English and Spanish on IRS.gov or
by calling 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676).
Additional IRS Resources:Schedule EIC

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
MONEY CONCEPTS

ExpERT, AFFORDAbLE Tax Help
“Complex returns not a problem”

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Call Now for an
Appointment

866-4704

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

OUR
LOCATION

Member of

X

Northland Dr.

The Cedar Springs Post
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Bell
Furniture

Over

30

13 Mile Rd.
National Association
of Tax Professionals

Years

12 Mile Rd.

tax d
n
u
f
Res
ale

Year-Round Service • Tax planning • Out-of-State Returns
bookkeeping • payroll • Experienced personnel

Layaway
Now and
ur
Pay with yo
tax refund!

Save

10% - 50% OFF
Our already lOw priceS!
On closeout, discountinued
and One-of-a-Kind items
Throughout the Store!

Larry’s

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance
6481 Greenville Rd. • Northtown Greenville

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6 • Fri. 9-7

(616) 754-6101

Delivery & Layaway Available

The Cedar Springs Post
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CLASSIFIEDS
616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Classes/
lessons
Caldwell Music: Guitar and
Bass lessons. Basics up to pro
technique. Rentals available
to our students. New Sales
– set ups – repairs. Open by
appointment. Caldwell’s 616696-1246. #6p

Help

Wanted
Part time leading into full
time. Must have reliable
transportation. Snow shoveling
sidewalks leading into summer
work on a lawn mowing crew.
Call 616-835-0263. #6b
Drivers – Local & regional!
Wyoming,
MI
Terminal.
Company paid health insurance
for FT jobs. Required: CDLA,
21+, 1 yr or 50k miles in last
5 yrs in like-kind equipment,
hazmat/ tanker endorsement.
Apply
online:
http://www.
hollandregional.com/careers.
#5,6p

Apartments

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY

FREE HEAT!!

HOME FOR SALE:

77 Kent Ridge Dr., Kent City
Just Off M-37
10 Minutes to
Alpine Shopping District

Sale

next door to Meijer

for Rent

Kent Ridge &
Kent Ridge Junction
Apartments

3594 HOLLYFIELD
LoveLy HoMe
with 3 season
sun porcH
on preMiuM
HoMe site

Rent Based on Income
Equal Housing Opportunity
Barrier Free Units
TDD: 800-649-3777
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer

$59,900

616-678-4329

PRICE REDUCED
call Marilyn at

616-696-1100

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

homes for

CLASSIFIEDS

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m.
• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST for more information at

616.696.3655

Services
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed.
Free Estimates. 616-3343574. #6p

Call Today!

For RENT

ReD Flannel acRes
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFORDaBle lIVInG

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.
Handicapped accessible.
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES

TAkING AppLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM
ApARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or
handicapped or disabled of any
age. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.

For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

LOST and
Found
Found: Box of assorted
clothing and accessories that
fell off the top of a brown car
on W. Muskegon St. on Friday,
January 31st. Call 616-696-9017
to claim.

6x8
8x10
10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way

696-3390

Critter

Corner
Lost: Cocker Spaniel, female,
light tan w/little white, and
handicapped. “Payton” was
lost on January 15th in the area
of Egner and Simmons. She
needs her meds! REWARD
offered. Call Jan at 616-6962918. #4
Free: Rabbits need good
homes. One is a Giant, the
second is a Lion Head (small),
both males, with cages, food,
bedding included. These are
indoor pets. 231-629-9222, ask
for Linda. #3

Lost • Found • Free
Animal Ads
are FREE
in The POST

At your service ...
$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & !'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



  "616.696.3900

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

WE INSTALL

small ads
make ¢ents
call 696-3655

FLORIST CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.
FLOWER SHOP

•Clutches
•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Thursday, February 6, 2014

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PETS of the Week
Hi, I’m Freda! I’m
a fun-loving, spotlightgrabbing, one-yearold dog looking for a
family to call my own.
I love running up to
people and bathing
them in kisses. From
flopping on my belly
to making faces, I’ll do
anything for a laugh.
I’d do best with an active owner or family with older
children that are willing to take me on walks.
Hi, I’m Cinnamon
Bugs!
I’m an
outgoing, active, sevenmonth-old
bunny
looking for a family to
love. I enjoy being out
and about looking for
new things to explore.
I’d do best in a home
that can be patient
with me and that can
give me a job to do! Come and meet me at Humane
Society of West Michigan.
For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

Pulpit
...continued from page 4

them with. There should be no pride, no doubting our ability to
help others, just sharpening. This is what we see from the trio in
Acts 18 and look what happens as a result. Apollos goes on to
the city of Achaia and was a great help to the believers there and
vigorously refuted the nonbelievers. He was strengthened by the
sharpening that Aquila and Priscilla offered. Later on, we also see
Aquila and Priscilla start a church in their home. Its not just being
sharpened that helps, but when we actively sharpen others, it puts
a charge in us too.
Let us be like Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos—not too afraid to
sharpen others and not too prideful to be sharpened.

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Finding family time can be
challenging. Finding family
time enjoying the outdoors
especially in winter can be
challenging. Finding family
time in quiet solitude away
from electric distractions can
be challenging. Finding a fun
safe physical healthy activity
can be challenging. Finding
fun that is inexpensive can be
challenging.
The Howard Christensen
Nature Center (HCNC) will
help families fill all those
needs. Plan a couple hours
adventure on snowshoes on
HCNC trails. Trails are well
marked and walks can be short
or long depending on your desire. Cost: $3.75/person, $3/
students, $3/seniors.
Most everyone from early elementary age to senior
citizens can use snowshoes.
It is a wonderful adventure
for multi-generation families
to share a common activity.
Grandparents, kids, and grandkids can enjoy time together
outdoors and indoors. Those
wishing not to snowshoe can
enjoy discovery inside the Red
Pine Interpretive Center while
others are on trails.
Traditional wood snow-

shoes or plastic snowshoes
are available. A pair should be
found that works for each family member. Bindings on the
plastic shoes attach easily with
a rubber binder that stretches
over the boot heel. Traditional
snowshoes have strap bindings. One places their toe in
the front binding and fastens
a strap over the boot. One’s
boot heel is not attached to the
shoes like occurs with downhill skies. This allows one to
walk nearly normally. There
is no left and right snowshoe
but bindings are attached in
a manner that makes it easier
for a left or right foot. Tightening the binding is easier when
placed on the appropriate foot.
HCNC staff will assist.
One difference for walking
is that the large snowshoes
size spreads ones weight on
the snow to limit the depth the
shoe sinks into snow. That purpose is what makes walking in
snowshoes effective in deep
snow. The snowshoe size requires people spread their feet
farther apart than normal. We
adjust to the change quickly.
It is necessary to leave space
between people. If one gets too
close they step on the hidden

snowshoe tail of the person’s
shoe in front of them.
You might like to venture
out with members of our
community for a special candlelight snowshoeing event
planned for Valentine’s evening on February 14, 2014.
Enjoy a guided tour through
the nature center’s scenic
trails. Hot refreshments will be
served and snowshoe equipment will be provided. An
approximate two-mile walk
through candlelit trails will be
memorable. Enjoy romantic
stories around the campfire at
Camp Lily’s location and roast
marshmallows. $5/person or
$20/family is a suggested for
that event. A larger donation
will greatly help HCNC’s
programming and community
service.
Finding HCNC’s web site
can be difficult. Visit it at

$

616-696-2599
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16 which kept their lead. The final score of the game was 4643, with West Catholic defeating the Red Hawks by only 3
points. The loss brings Cedar Springs’ record to 9-2.
“We had a hard time of matching the energy of West Catholic. Friday’s game took a lot out of us physically and emotionally, and I thought that fatigue showed,” said Coach Patin.
Junior Brad Brechting and senior Cameron Link led the Red
Hawks in the team’s points. Brechting scored 19 points for the
Red Hawks and Link scored 14. Austin Hilyer, Aaron Mabie
and Taylor Vandyke also contributed to the Red Hawks score.
For West Catholic, Travis Russel, Jason McDonough, and
Donovan Carpenter scored a combined total of 35 points for
the Falcons.
“We feel like we let one slip away, but the nice part about
conference games is that we get another chance to play them,”
stated Coach Patin.
The boys varsity basketball team’s next game is Friday, February 7 against Forest Hills Eastern. The game is located in the
Red Hawk’s gymnasium and Cedar Springs is looking for their
10th win. Tip off is at 7:30 p.m. so please be there to cheer on
your Red Hawks!
“We only have a couple of home games left, FHE being one
of them,” noted Coach Patin. “We hope to protect our home
floor the rest of the season.”

Now more than ever it pays to insulate! You can
cut the soaring cost of heating and cooling energy
bills* by up to 20%. It’s easy with Owens Corning™
PINK Fiberglas™ Insulation. For maximum energy
efficiency, an insulation value up to R-60 for attic
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Wrestlers

in the 97/112 lb wt class, Kaden Ortowski in the 4/5/6 Novice age
group in the 46 lb wt class and Maston Wood in the 9/10 Open age
group in the 100 lb wt class. Kaden wrestled his own teammate,
Luke Egan for the Championship!
Champions are Derek Egan in the 11/12 Novice age group in
the 85/90 lb wt class, Luke Egan in the 4/5/6 Novice age group
in the 46 lb wt class, Olivia Male in the 9/10 Open age group in
the 71 lb wt class, Jayden Marcano-Cruz in the 4/5/6 Novice age
group in the 43 lb wt class, Blake Peasley in the 4/5/6 Novice
age group in the 49/52/58 lb wt class, Lucus Pienton in the 13/14
Novice age group in the 122/130 lb wt class, Zak Schmid in 11/12
Novice age group in the 119 lb wt class, and Ty Whalen in the
11/12 Open age group in the 60/65 lb wt class. Special recognition
to Blake Peasley and Zak Schmid, who both remain undefeated.
Congratulations to all of you grapplers for stepping out on the
mat and working as hard as you do. You truly are The Pursuit of
Champions!
If you are interested in learning more about wrestling, feel free
to check out West Michigan Pursuit. We are located in the Cedar
Springs Sports Plex and practices are on Tuesday and Thursday
from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

http://lilysfrogpad.com. If you
Google Howard Christensen
Nature Center, Lily’s Frog pad
will also come up. But if you
Google HCNC, an old website
will be listed. Click that and
on the right side under Mission Statement is a forwarding
address to click. When that
is clicked, it brings you the
current Howard Christensen
Nature Center site operated
by Lily’s Frog Pad. Once at
the site click “Programs” and
scroll down to Winter Snowshoeing for options and times.
Volunteers are always needed.
If someone knows how to have
a Google search take people directly to HCNC’s current web
site when HCNC is entered in
the search box, your volunteer
help would be appreciated.
Natural history questions or
topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI
49319-8433.
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Voices / views

We have received numerous responses to our article last
week: RF Festival threatens Chamber with legal action.
Below is just a sampling of comments we received through
the mail, on our website, and on our Facebook page.

Keep Cedar Springs Red Flannel
Town, USA

My sentiments are tangled in memories of living where we are
in Cedar Springs for over 50 years.
The new generations didn’t know us when the Clipper Girls
were with us; and when Gerald R. Ford, a future president of the
United States, walked the parade with us year after year; or Emory Monroe on Red Flannel Day policed the sidewalks and traffic;
or Tom Anderson in his bear skin coat, in all kinds of weather,
called the names of parade participants; or we viewed 10 or more
area high school bands playing and marching in the parade.
Just recalling these few events fills me with nostalgia of Red
Flannel Town.
And, generations later, youth who have grown to adulthood, do
not have these experiences to remember. They have their own,
newer experiences, and rightly so.
I vote to keep Cedar Springs, Michigan, Red Flannel Town,
U.S.A.
Very truly yours,
Lyle Perry Jr., City of Cedar Springs

What a joke

Please move the weekly articles regarding the childish underwear antics and aberrations between the City Council and the Red
Flannel Festival Committee from the front page news. Please enter these as “Joke of the Week”!
Thank you,
Bob Robinson, City of Cedar Springs

From the editor: The current news articles are actually of a
situation between the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce
and The Red Flannel Festival. The City of Cedar Springs is not
involved, other than two of their members being under recall for
voting on a new logo to replace the old Red Flannel logo.

From George Follett (website) Cedar Springs always has been
and always will be the Red Flannel Town. If the so called board
seems to think otherwise then I suggest they take their festival
to the new Solon Township hall. They have enough room. I was
proud to say and brag I was from the Red Flannel Town. My how
things change when they think they can be somebody. Myself and
family missed last year and will not bother to attend another. I
hope everyone is proud that they ruined a good thing!
From Trisha Dart (website) There are so many wonderful comments in support of the Chamber of Commerce. I am another who
supports them. We are and will always be The Red Flannel Town.
The RFF need to understand the perspective of the citizens of Cedar Springs. We are tired of the fighting. We want our community
back with our slogan without questions. I grew up here and I want
to raise a family here but I also want community. Stand tall Chamber in your decision. I support you.

From Cindy K. (website) Most people in the town know that the
Red Flannel Festival is run by volunteers. What they don’t realize is that they have by laws that they must adhere to which state
office terms. If the town does not like what the president of the
Festival is doing and the board of directors they should get a copy
of their by laws and see what can be done to remove them and to
get some volunteers in there to ensure the well being of the towns
legacy of being the “Red Flannel Town” and bring back harmony
to our town regarding the City, the Chamber, the Library, and the
Festival. All of these organizations should be working together
in the best interest of the town as a whole, thus enhancing all the
organizations in Cedar Springs instead of giving us a Black Eye to
the rest of the world!
From Nicole Snyder-Brinley (Facebook) So my 4 year old
daughter and I are sitting at the table this morning eating breakfast.
I was using the butter. She also wanted to use it. She said, “Let’s
just share it. It makes more sense.” If my 4 year old gets the concept why can’t the Red flannel festival get it? Yes it comes down
to what we all learned in preschool “SHARING IS CARING.”
From Kathy Bullen (Facebook) Way to keep it classy Cedar.
How embarrassing. If there were ever an example of how not to do things, the relationship between the Red Flannel Festival, Inc.
and nearly everyone else would be it.
From Kelly Stewart (Facebook) Cedar
Springs is the Red Flannel Town!! This needs
to stop. Stop bringing such negativity to our
Community. Sounds like it’s time for a new
Red Flannel Festival Board and time to VOID
that stupid trademark! It’s doing nothing but
causing problems. This is not why Red Flannel was created!!!
From James Cheevy (Facebook) How embarassing that the city can’t even support the
only thing the city has going for it. Keep bullying the festival, why would the volunteers
want to continue to try to fight these people? I
know I wouldn’t. Shawn, if its the city’s iden-

Check Out These Amazing Offers from the Service
Department of Ed Koehn Chevrolet in Rockford!!

OIL CHANGE
Only

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT

$
95
16
49
FREE FREE
$

95

Special

Includes 5 qts. of Conventional Oil, Dexos and
Synthetic Oils Additional. Expires 6/30/14.

4 Wheel Drive Slightly Higher. Expires 6/30/14.

Battery Condition Test
All Makes
and Models
Go to our website today
to see how Ed Koehn can
help you with all your
auto needs!

www.getacar123.com

Installation with
purchase of a Battery

Ed Koehn

4650 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, MI 49341

616-866-9511

Thursday, February 6, 2014
tity, then why did the Chamber file paperwork with the state? You
knew what you were doing, and you knew what you were doing
was wrong.
From Michelle Milzarski (Facebook) Legally “right”... Morally
WRONG!
From: Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce
(CSACOC) (Facebook) Your Cedar Springs Area Chamber
would like to make it very clear that, to date, we have spent nothing on attorney fees and we truly hope that it is not ever necessary.

Chamber’s response
letter to Red Flannel
Festival board

Feb 3rd, 2014

RE: Response to January 28th, 2014 Correspondence
Dear Red Flannel Festival board,
I have received your letter dated January 28th, 2014 and
it has been reviewed by our board members and to which
we have prepared this 2 part response.
It is the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce’s
position that the true identity and rightful owner of “The
Red Flannel Town” is the community of Cedar Springs and
has been since as early as 1938 many decades prior to the
formation of Red Flannel Festival Inc. and certainly before
any trade or service mark request could have been filed by
them. Further, it is our position that when the request was
filed to register “The Red Flannel Town” by the Red Flannel Festival Inc. that said application misrepresented to the
licensing agency that their organization was its originating
body and rightful owner. The Red Flannel Festival Inc.’s
application for the service mark submitted to the State of
Michigan on June 3, 2005 states that “The Red Flannel
Town” was first used in commerce in Michigan on October 1, 1950. However, the CSACOC has obtained a copy
of official Village of Cedar Springs Regular Meeting Of
Village Council minutes dated December 1941 where “The
Red Flannel Town” is clearly used in the title line as part of
the Village’s identity. The CSACOC has also obtained photo evidence from “Life” archives of photos taken in 1942
depicting the use of “The Red Flannel Town” in commerce
and on Village entry way signs.
The Red Flannel festival Inc. is a very important and essential part of Cedar Springs but the organization is exactly that, a part of the much larger community known now
and forever as “The Red Flannel Town” and has no right to
claim exclusive ownership of that identity.
The CSACOC would also like to make it clear that the title for the Christmas event ‘A Red Flannel Town Christmas,
Come Mingle with Kris Kringle’ was so titled to accomplish two goals. These goals were to inform people where
the event was, ‘Red Flannel Town’, and that Santa Claus
would be there. It was never our intent to offend the Red
Flannel Festival Inc. The CSACOC did register the event
titles with the State of Michigan and only used the titles
that were granted to us. While this is the official position
of the CSACOC we would like to avoid legal action if at
all possible and work with the Red Flannel Festival Inc.’s
Board to resolve this matter. It has been stated by members
of the Red Flannel Festival board that they want us to submit a request to their board for approval. In the interest of
a quick resolution and to demonstrate our willingness to
work with the Red Flannel Festival Board the CSACOC
Board would like to submit the following request for their
board’s consideration.
The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce would
like to respectfully request that The Red Flannel Festival
Inc. grant permission for all organizations, businesses,
government agencies and private citizens to use the term
“The Red Flannel Town” to positively promote, preserve
and identify the Cedar Springs area as “The Red Flannel
Town” with the understanding that no other business or organization shall claim or represent that they are exclusively
“The Red Flannel Town” just that they are from, part of or
promoting the community as such.
After attending the Red Flannel Festival Inc.’s Board
meeting last Thursday, January 30 it is our understanding
that submitting the above request will eliminate the possibility of legal action and that the Red Flannel Festival Inc.’s
board will make a decision on this request collectively and
respond. The CSACOC hopes that this matter can be resolved as soon as possible so that both organizations can
put our efforts and energy back to our intended missions
which are quite similar and could only be better accomplished but the CSACOC and the RFF working hand in
hand toward them. We anxiously await your response and
look forward to a long, prosperous and most of all positive
working relationship going forward.
Sincerely,
Shawn Kiphart
President

