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Apartment 
complexes 
under boil 
water advisory

Both the Meadow Creek Apartments and 
Red Flannel Acres apartment complexes at the 
end Oak Street in Cedar Springs are under a 
boil water advisory until further notice.

According DPW Superintendent Tom 
Stressman, a water main valve failed in the 
Meadow Creek Apartments parking lot Tues-
day night, and they needed to shut it off. It was 
fixed early in the day Wednesday, and the water 
was turned back on. They took a water sample 
and sent it to the lab to make sure no bacteria 
got into the water when they lost pressure, and 
will take another sample 24 hours after that, 
on Thursday. Stressman said that probably the 
soonest the advisory could be lifted is noon 
Friday.

In the meantime residents in the apartment 
complexes should follow instructions below.

Family loses meat, supplies in fire
Wind was a factor in a 

fire that burned an out-
building to the ground in 
Courtland Township last 
Thursday.

According to Courtland 
Fire Chief Mickey Davis, 
the call came in around 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan-
uary 23, reporting a fire 
at 5240 Russell Road. A 
building behind the resi-
dence was on fire. Cedar 
Springs and Algoma Fire 
Departments were also 
called to the scene.

Homeowner John Wood 
said that he and his wife 
Carla heard a pop but he 

didn’t know what it was. He said he 
looked outside, but didn’t see anything. 
He then started to make a cup of tea, and 
noticed cars driving by very slowly, and 
wondered what they were looking at. 
When he looked out back again, he saw 
the smoke and called 911. 

Chief Davis said the building was al-
ready on the ground by the time they got 
there. “We had the fire knocked down 
in about 20 minutes,” said Davis. They 
cleared the scene by about 6 p.m.

Davis said they think the fire started 

Petition language approved 
for recall

advisory-continues on page 11

Ashley BremmerPatricia Troost

The petition language to 
recall two Cedar Springs 
City Council members 
was approved by the Kent 
County Elections Commis-
sion Wednesday morning at 
a clarity hearing.

City resident Mark Laws 
filed the petition to recall 
Patricia Troost and Ashley 
Bremmer. 

According to Elections 
Director Susan deStiguer, the petition 
language was approved 2-1. Chief Pro-
bate Judge David Murkowski expressed 
concern that the language might not be 
clear enough and voted no.

This was the second attempt by Laws 
to file petition language. The language 
was denied at the first hearing, because a 
new law says the language must be both 
clear and factual. The Election Commis-
sion’s approval of the petition language 
does not mean the statements are true, 
only that they are clear and provide 
facts. The language reads:

The new language (reason for recall) 
reads:

“1) On July 11, 2013 the city council 
motioned and supported to adjourn to a 
closed session and then adjourned. The 
Open Meetings Act 267, 15.267, 8A al-
lows a closed session if the named per-
son requests a closed hearing. No such 
request was made. 

2) City council has a protocol in place 
requiring any change of import to be on 

agenda for public input and comment 
before it can be acted on by council in 
a following meeting. Former council 
member Merlington wrote this proto-
col. The new logo that was approved in 
November 2013 council meeting was 
not presented to the public for input or 
comments.”

The first reason applies to a council 
meeting where then Mayor Bob Trues-
dale was allegedly taken into closed ses-
sion without asking for one and yelled 
at by other council members. The sec-
ond reason has to do with the process of 
adopting the new logo.

Councilors Troost and Bremmer have 
10 days to appeal the Election Commis-
sion’s decision to Circuit Court. If the 
court approves it, or if they fail to file an 
appeal, Laws can begin to collect signa-
tures. If enough signatures are collected 
within the time frame allotted, and they 
are all valid, the recall would be on the 
ballot in November.

Festival-continues on page 9

RF Festival threatens 
Chamber with legal action
By Judy reed

The Red Flannel Festival has 
sent a “cease and desist” let-
ter to the Cedar Springs Area 
Chamber Commerce, ordering 
them to stop using the terms 
“The Red Flannel Town” and 
“Red Flannel Town, USA” or 
face legal action.

When the Chamber orga-
nized the city’s annual holi-
day event this year, 
they named it “A Red 
Flannel Town Christ-
mas, Come Mingle 
with Kris Kringle” 
and registered the 
name with the State 
of Michigan on Oc-
tober 8, 2013. “Our 
position is that Cedar 
Springs is Red Flannel Town 
and always has been, and that’s 
why the holiday event was so 
titled,” explained Chamber 
president Shawn Kiphart.

They also registered two 
other taglines, which were 
both approved by the state: A 
Red Flannel Town Christmas, 
and The Original Red Flannel 
Town, USA, Cedar Springs, 
MI. 

The Red Flannel Festival 
shows they registered “The 
Red Flannel Town” on June 3, 
2005, and “Red Flannel Town, 

U.S.A.” on June 27, 2011.
Although the state ap-

proved the Chamber’s tag-
lines, the Red Flannel Fes-
tival feels it is trademark 
infringement. “We believe 
the Chamber’s use of these 
trademarks constitutes trade-
mark infringement, unfair 
competition, as well as oth-

er common law causes of 
action,” read the cease and 
desist letter sent by the Red 
Flannel Festival’s lawyer, 
Frank Scutch. 

Kiphart responded with a 
letter asking where they had 
infringed on the Red Flannel 
Festival’s property, stating 
that they would not use their 
specific phrases without per-
mission. The Festival’s law 
firm then sent a response that 
the Chamber insignias spe-
cifically incorporate the Fes-
tival’s registered marks “The 

Red Flannel Town” and 
“Red Flannel Town, U.S.A.” 
and that their use on their 
own or as part of a phrase is 
a direct violation of the Red 
Flannel Festival’s trademark 
rights. The letter also said 
that was likely to “cause 
confusion as to the source 
or sponsorship of Chamber 

materials and events.”
Kiphart doesn’t agree. 

“Red Flannel Town is part of 
a larger title we use. We are 
referencing Cedar Springs. 
There is no confusion. I 
don’t think people think, 
‘Oh, it’s the Red Flannel 
Festival,’ we believe they 
think of Cedar Springs.”

He noted that Cedar 
Springs was known as the 
Red Flannel Town long 
before the Festival trade-
marked it. On their applica-

“ ”
 “It’s the town’s identity. If they are asking us to stop referring 

to Cedar Springs as the Red Flannel Town, we will not. Fear and 
intimidation tactics will not work on us. They are more than 
welcome to keep spending money on attorney fees to strip the 
town of its identity, but we will not play ball.”

—Shawn Kiphart, 
President of the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce

Post photos by J. Reed



Despite the wrath of 
Mother Nature and eight 
inches of snow overnight, 
the Friends of the Cedar 
Springs Library held their 
2nd Annual Quilt Show 
at the United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, as planned. The 
turnout was not what they 
had hoped for, neverthe-
less there were 32 excellent 
quilts on display—and they 
were beautiful, colorful and 
unique!  

The quilts were judged by 
the public, according to per-

Kathy Marsman took third place 
with her quilt.

Nita White took second place with 
this ring quilt.

Pauline Woronko and her winning 
patriotic quilt.
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Community - continues on page 11

Let a Marketplace Registered Agent guide you. I can help you find 
out if you are eligible for a subsidy, show you all of your plan options, 
both on and off of the Exchange, and help you enroll in the plan 
that suits you best! With me as your agent, you will have a LOCAL 
representative to answer your questions and provide service all 
year long. Best of all, using my services to help you shop for health 
insurance doesn’t cost one penny more.

Ready to review your options?  
Call me today and schedule an appointment!

PO Box 1786
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-1786
www.innovativesolutionsagency.com

Confused about ACA/Obamacare?

Gabrielle Warner
Marketplace Registered Agent • Advanced Chartered Benefit Consultant (ACBC) 

PH 616.732.9000 FAX 888-390-0441
gabwar@innovativesolutionsagency.com

Local food pantry 
in need of 
donations
Need for emergency food donations at 
an all-time high
By sue Harrison

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me” Matthew 25:40.

For more than 28 years, the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry, located in the Cedar Springs United Meth-
odist Church, has served our community. Over 35 volun-
teers provide assistance, compassion, a listening ear, and 
comfort to those families who come to the pantry each day. 
North Kent Community Services can refer up to 30 families 
a week, from all parts of Northern Kent County, to receive 
five days of emergency food and essentials. Clients may 
come to the pantry up to five times in one calendar year 
with at least 30 days between visits.

The pantry store is located in the basement of the church. 
The pantry shelves are stocked with food and staples 
bought by pantry volunteers, donations from individuals, 
food drives by different organizations, and food purchased 
by a faithful volunteer who has a coupon mission. Several 
freezers and refrigerators hold donated baked goods and 
breads, venison donated by area hunters, as well as ham-
burger, hotdogs and other meats.

The need for this emergency food support is at an all time 
high. Transportation costs and food prices have sky rocket-
ed and many people are finding themselves without income 
and the means to feed their children and themselves.

The pantry needs help! Cash donations are always need-
ed. In 2013, the approximate expenditures for the Cedar 
Springs Food Pantry were $30,000 not counting the food 
and other items donated. It takes the faithful cash donations 
of many to keep this food pantry serving those in need.   

In addition to cash donations, the pantry is always in need 
of personal care items such as dish soap, laundry soap, tooth 
brushes, toothpaste, bar soap, toilet paper, facial tissue, de-
odorants, shampoo, and feminine hygiene items. Non-per-
ishable foods such as powdered milk, cereals, soups, oat-
meal, canned meats, fruit juice, peanut butter, and canned 
fruits and vegetables are also in high demand.

Donated items or money can be dropped off at the Cedar 
Springs United Methodist Church office any time during 
office hours Monday through Friday. The pantry accepts 
checks made out to the Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church and in the memo line put “Community Food Pan-
try.”

Remembering and building community
By sue Wolfe

Quilt Show raises funds for library

The old community building was torn down in 2008. A non-prof-
it group is now looking to build a new community center. 

Water bills to 
be estimated

The City of Cedar Springs is 
alerting residents that water bills 
will be estimated this month in-
stead of being an actual read.

According to DPW Superinten-
dent Tom Stressman, the water 
and sewer usage will be estimated 
due to the amount of snow and the 
difficulty of getting to the meters 
to read them. He said they would 
probably take the last three bills 
and average them to get an esti-
mate. They will then do an actual 
reading next month (if possible) 
and adjust bills as needed. 

sonal favorite. First place 
went to Pauline Woronko, 
who entered a patriotic quilt 
with very intricate detail. 
She won a solid oak quilt 
rack donated by Bob and 
Betty Truesdale of Amish 
Warehouse Furniture and 
Gifts. Second place went to 
Nita White, who entered a 
beautiful “Wedding Ring” 
pattern, and third place 
to Kathy Marsman, with 
twisted stars on a vivid pur-
ple background. Nita and 
Kathy received gift baskets 
containing a new book, a 

warm Red Hawk sweater, 
and a Red Hawk beanie 
baby, with other things add-
ed in for fun.  

The sale table included 
quilting and crafting mag-
azines, books, fabric,  fat 
quarters, etc.  A silent auc-
tion was going on through-
out the six hours, as was a 
bake sale operated by the 
youth group for Modern 
Woodmen of America.  

Modern Woodsmen 
Youth Club (led by Annette 
Nelson) and Women’s Life 
(led by Liz Pigorsh and 

Dena Wever) each matched 
a portion of our profits with 
an equal donation, ($500 
each). Amish Warehouse 
also donated the use of their 
truck and trailer to transport 
the quilt racks from approx-
imately 70 miles away. We 
were able to raise just over 
$1000, matched for a grand 
total of over $2000!  

We would like to thank 
all of our community sup-
porters for helping us earn 
money for our Library.  
Please join us next year—in 
the Spring!

Dog loves the Post
It appears that it’s not only 

people that love the Post—man’s 
best friend thinks its pretty cool, 
too!

Noah Bayink, 7, of Cedar 
Springs, sent us an email and 
told us that his family caught 
their two-year-old Chihuahua, 
Willy, reading the Post! We won-
der what section is his favorite? 
Perhaps he’s looking for a friend 
in Critter Corner, or looking for 
a girlfriend in Pet of the Week. 
Whatever he’s reading, we hope 
he enjoys it. We are both a pet 
and family-friendly publication!

Thanks for sharing that with 
us, Noah!

Many of you will remem-
ber being served a hot peanut 
butter fudge sundae or a cher-
ry coke at the soda fountain of 
Skinners Drug Store on Main 

Street. What about shopping 
for new shoes, accessories, 
or school clothes at Mather’s 
or Pollock’s stores? The Bait 
Shop on north Main Street 
met all the sportsman’s needs. 

Walsh’s 5 & 10 Cent Store was 
a favorite for the kids. I bought 
a Honda 90 motorcycle from 
Dave Carlson at Hough’s Gas 
Station across from the IGA. 
McIntyre’s’ Meat market and 

Jack’s Party Store were pop-
ular spots. While working at 
Jeffrey’s Bakery, my mailman, 
Harold Foley would personally 
deliver greatly anticipated let-
ters to me from my then-boy-
friend and now-husband serv-
ing in Viet Nam. More sweet 
treats awaited us at the A & W 
Root-beer Drive-in and Janet’s 
Dairy Bar. 

However, the Commu-
nity Center was the anchor 
where all the big and import-
ant events took place. Square 
dances, rock concerts, Rota-
ry, Women’s Club, and Lions 
meetings, grilled chicken din-
ners, weddings, scout events, 
receptions, sports banquets, 
class reunions, showers, re-
tirement celebrations, dance 
recitals and town hall gather-
ings all happened there. But 
eventually the community 
center became too small, worn 
out, and was finally torn down 
when asbestos and mold made 
it unsafe.

Do you want a new anchor 

for our community? Do you 
wish you had a place in Cedar 
Springs to celebrate special oc-
casions, gather and visit with 
family and friends, and make 
new memories? 

If so, please consider getting 
involved with a group of area 
residents who share a vision to 
make that wish come true. Ce-
dar Springs has many unique, 
beautiful, natural and man-
made assets, including flowing 
wells, Cedar Creek, the White 
Pine Trail, and the North 
Country Trail. This group be-
lieves a community center 
surrounded by these features 
would center our family and 
community events back inside 
Cedar Springs, bring greater 
opportunities and clients to our 

businesses, and make a space 
for recreational and cultural 
activities. 

The group, working under 
the name of the Community 
Building Development Team 
(CBDT), first met last Febru-
ary with a burning desire to 
continue to raise funds to help 
build our new library. Enthu-
siasm was high and soon a vi-
sion for a community building 
that would complement the 
benefits a new library would 
bring, was born. Momentum 
has been building over the last 
few months, with more people 
attending the regular monthly 
meetings. Fifteen presentations 
have been made so far, to ser-
vice and governmental entities 
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   Patsy’s Hair Place& Barbershop
37 4th St. • Sand Lake (behind Wesco) 616-636-4500

Bring your family into $10 Friday 1/31/14 ONLY

Get ready for the BIG GAME!
Patsy’s Hair Place for

Haircuts

PL
US Pick the winning team and be entered 

for a chance to a win Redken Gift Basket!

Winterfest
Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce presents

4th Annual

saturday, february 8th 2014

everyone Welcome *no Cover Charge*
Sand Lake United Methodist Church

65 W. Maple Street
Childrens’ Events and Raffle

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Resurrection Lutheran Church
180 Northland Drive

Lot’s of events for Children
Noon - 3:00 p.m.

Outhouse races
1:00 p.m. near the VFW

Day of event registration is at 12:30 p.m.  
Rules:  3 person teams, 2 pushers and one inside 

outhouse.  Outhouse must be made of wood 
and/or cardboard mounted on wheels.  

Pinewood Derby 
and Hot Wheel races

2:30 p.m. at the VFW
Bring your own Cars

(Hot Wheel cars may be purchased at the event)
This is a family event, open to everyone,

 any age, and it’s FREE!

sanD Lake

snow Maze
at the Sand Lake 

United Methodist Church
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Walk through the maze and 
learn about the life of Jesus.

West Michigan getting 
hit with two scams 
The 473/767 One-Ring scam and the 
Fix Your Computer scam.

  
473/767 Scam

The 473 number out of Grenada and the 767 number out of 
Dominica, both in the Caribbean, calls your phone, but it only 
rings once.

The scammers hope when you see the missed call that you 
call the number back and that’s when you get hit with the 
charges. While the phone numbers appear to be in the United 
States, the number dialed is actually an international number with 
a share of the revenue going to the operator of the number. Con-
sumers are tricked into dialing these international phone numbers, 
which results in substantial long-distance charges.  Because the 
same laws do not apply to international calls, it makes these areas 
ideal for scammers who wish to target U.S. citizens.

BBB’s advice: “Don’t call back a number you do not know if 
they don’t leave a message that makes sense to you.  If a caller 
uses the 473, 767, or any other area code you do not recognize, do 
not call it back.  Instead contact the operator to verify where the 
caller’s area code originates from.”
Fix Your Computer Scam

A caller asks for the computer user in your home.  When the 
conversation begins, the caller says that they have information 
indicating that your computer is not working correctly. They ask 
if you have been experiencing problems with slow speed or other 
issues. If you get into this conversation, they will guide you to al-
low them to take control of your computer via the Internet so they 
can fix the problem. If you allow it, they may install malware 
on your computer. Malware might permit hackers to learn pass-
words, steal your computer identity, access personal and financial 
accounts, and more.  

The most recent “company” calling West Michigan consum-
ers is “PC Speedy”, however these types of companies change 
names frequently.  Remember, it is the premise of the call not just 
the company name that you want to be wary of. 

BBB’s advice: “Never give control of your computer to a 
stranger on the internet or over the phone.”

BBB is getting calls from numerous callers about both scams in 
recent days, and requests that you exercise caution to avoid them.

 

Fourth flu-related 
death reported in 
Kent County

Testing has confirmed a recently-deceased individual was suf-
fering from the flu. This is the fourth death in someone over the 
age of 50 in Kent County who was suffering from influenza. The 
initial test confirms influenza A, but not the strain. (Three earli-
er cases were H1N1.) In this case, there were additional, known 
underlying medical conditions. As of January 28, there were 583 
reported flu cases in Kent County this season.

“This year, we’ve seen several tragic consequences connected 
to the flu,” says Adam London, Administrative Health Officer for 
the Kent County Health Department. “While three of the four cas-
es had known pre-existing medical conditions, we know that the 
flu has impacted individuals of all ages and health levels.” Na-
tionally, most of the cases of influenza being reported this year are 
H1N1, which in some cases leads to pneumonia and other severe 
respiratory issues.

The CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine for everyone over 6 
months of age. The influenza vaccine this year is highly effective 
protection against the flu, including H1N1. It takes 10-14 days 
after receiving the vaccination for a person to develop immunity. 
This is why you often hear people wrongly claim that they got the 
flu from the flu shot. Multiple studies have confirmed that the flu 
vaccine does not cause influenza. People can, however, become 
ill from exposure to contagious people during those 10 – 14 days 
before their immunity develops.

Some children ages 6 months to 2 years old may require two 
deatH - continues on page 11
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The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

is affiliated with...
Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th 

Saturdays of the month at the 
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE. 

Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

By ronnie mcBrayer

ngagementEEEEE
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eddingWWWWW
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bituaryOOOOO
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From the Pulpit

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr all aGes

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 12:00 noon

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Keeping the Faith

50th Wedding 
Anniversary

RON & SUE 
MAGOON

LikE A ROck
This year Bob Seger will celebrate 

his tenth anniversary in the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. His songs and 
persona are legendary. My personal 
Seger favorite is “Like a Rock,” and 

it has nothing to do with Chevrolet pickup trucks. I associate the 
lyrics with the evening of my high school graduation: “I stood 
there boldly, sweatin’ in the sun, felt like a million, felt like num-
ber one; the height of summer, I’d never felt that strong, like a 
rock.” And then the refrain, a refrain Seger wrote about himself 
as a younger man: “Like a rock, I was strong as I could be; like 
a rock, nothin’ ever got to me; like a rock, I was something to 

Pastor Darryl Miller  
SAND LAkE UMc, 65 W. MAPLE, SAND LAkE

SOUth ENSLEy UMc, 13600 cyPRESS, ENSLEy 
tOWNShiP 

StONE SOUP
You may have heard the story of Stone Soup in one form 

or another. A poor man or peddler comes into a village and 
goes door-to-door asking for food. At each house he is turned 
away with the occupant saying that they only have a small 
portion of potatoes or carrots or something else, never more 
than one thing and never much. The man goes to the town 
square and starts a fire under a pot of water into which he plac-
es a stone. As the townsfolk come along and ask what he is 
doing, he says he is making stone soup. The people offer the 
small items they all have and soon the whole community is 
sharing in a pot of wonderful soup made of all their bits. In a 
way, that is how we take care of each other even today. 

We, in the faith community think (for the most part) that this 
is a good way to do things—together. There are many small 
churches in the area that do all they can for the community 
they serve. But when we get together and pool our resources, 
we can do so much more. And it doesn’t stop there. The same 
works for individuals. 

Churches are asked often to help those who are struggling 
and what a great blessing it is when a number of individuals 

who have no ability to give monetarily to a church are willing 
to give of their time and talents to make a difference for their 
neighbors in need! So much is accomplished by these wonder-
ful people! We may not have a lot to give, but what we do have 
can make a huge difference in the lives of our communities. 

How often have you heard or said yourself “I’m only one 
person, what can I do?” The truth is—a lot! None of us knows 
everything—despite what my uncle claims about himself! But 
we all know something. I used to work in construction and it 
took an awful lot of us to put together a building. Electricians, 
heating people, plumbers, carpenters, and the list goes on. If 
we had tried to do the job alone, we would never have finished 
and if we had, well… I’m not sure I’d want to live in it! But all 
of us together made something that will last a long, long time. 
The same is true of all of us. 

Together we can make a difference that will last a long, long 
time. Helping those in need in the name of Christ makes a dif-
ference in the world. And that is what we are supposed to do. 
Just remember that when you do something for someone else 
out of the goodness of your heart and in the name of Christ, 
you are not alone! God is with you and so are all of us who are 
brothers and sisters in Him.

Ron and Sue Magoon 
of Cedar Springs, will 
be celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Saturday, February 1, 2014. In 
their years together, they have seen their children, Rhonda 
and Chad, both get married and have been blessed with a 
wonderful grandson, Zach and a beautiful granddaughter, 
Leah. Ron is now retired and they have enjoyed having 
more time to spend together. Through it all, their love 
for one another continues to deepen and grow stronger. A 
family dinner is planned to celebrate their special day.

The secret of their success is commitment, love and devotion.

youth, perfectly. It is a time of 
unbridled optimism, strength, 
and arrogance. A young per-
son can do anything, be any-
thing, try anything, and over-
come anything. No challenge 

is too big, too tough, or too much. Honestly, youngsters need 
this kind of bravado and audacity when life is just getting start-
ed. But he or she will also learn that do-everything, dare-any-
body, defy-anything of youthfulness, doesn’t last. 

We live a little while and experience a few disappointments. 
We bury loved ones, suffer loss and betrayal, age, have our 
hearts broken, or muddle through a couple decades of muted 
frustration. Then we learn, and this learning is as absolutely nec-
essary as youthful strength, that we really aren’t like a rock—at 
least not anymore. Life, like erosion, has a way of reducing the 
hardest stone into sand. 

But the recognition that we won’t always be “standin’ arrow 
straight, chargin’ from the gate, and carryin’ the weight,” is 
not cause for despair. It is liberation. It is deliverance from the 
“try-harder-and-do-more” life. It is release from the totalitarian, see; like a rock.”  

Seger captures the years of 



The Obedient Wife
There was a man who had worked all his life, had saved all 

of his money, and was a real miser when it came to his money.
Just before he died, he said to his wife, “When I die, I want 

you to take all my money and put it in the casket with me. I 
want to take my money to the afterlife with me.”

And so he got his wife to promise him, with all of her heart, 
that when he died, she would put all of the money into the 
casket with him.

Soon after, he died. He was stretched out in the casket, his 
wife was sitting there dressed in black, and her friend was 
sitting next to her. When they finished the ceremony, and the 
undertakers got ready to close the casket, the wife said, “Wait 
just a moment!”

She had a small metal box with her, and she got up and put 
it in the casket. Then the undertakers locked the casket down 
and rolled it away. 

The woman’s friend stared at her. “Girl, I know you were 
not foolish enough to put all that money in there with your 
husband!”

The loyal wife replied, “Listen, I’m a Christian; I cannot go 
back on my word. I promised him that I was going to put that 
money into the casket with him.”

The friend’s mouth dropped open. “You mean to tell me 
you actually put the money in there?! 

“I sure did,” said the wife. “I got it all together, put it into 
my account, and wrote him a check. If he can cash it, then he 
can spend it.”

Thanks to Gordon Welch for this joke. He gave it to us 6 
years ago. RIP Gordon. We miss your weekly visits.
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	
agencies only. due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is monday at 5 p.m. this 
is not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. you now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Time to pucker up!
The 21st annual “Best Lips” Contest

Do you have the most luscious lips in CedarSprings?
Enter our contest and find out!

Using RED lipstick, make an imprint of your lips on WHITE paper 
and fill out entry form below and send both to: 

Best Lips Contest
The Cedar Springs POST

PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or drop it off to us at 36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

Deadline is MONDAY, February 3, 2014
Must be at least 16 to enter.

you be 
the juDge!
Vote online 

for your 
faVorite 

lipS!
Finalists will be printed 

in the February 6th 
edition of The POST 

and YOU, the community, 
will vote online at 

cedarspringspost.com to 
choose your favorite lips! 
Winners will be featured 

in the February 13th 
edition of The POST. 

beSt lipS entry form

Name __________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City _________________________State_______Zip Code________

Phone___________________________________Age____________

Jan 31,
Feb. 1 & 2 

Fri @ 7pm
Sat @ 2 & 7pm
Sun @ 2pm

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

Live on Stage
The Koinonia Sr.High 

Drama Players Presents

616-696-SHOW(7469)

TickeTS:  General Admission $5

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

cOminG SOOn!

Written by Robert Henninger, based on true events. This heart warm-
ing drama tells the story of a physically handicapped Native American. 
Although plagued with poverty, abuse, and racial prejudice DR. Donald 

Bartlette pevailed with the love and help of a woman of strong faith.

Actors del Arte Auditions
Feb. 3: Actors del Arte Ensemble of Western Michigan is 
having auditions for a Shakespearean Comedy “Ragnil’s 
Folly” Monday, February 3rd at Rockford Reformed 
Church, 4890 – 11 Mile Rd. in Rockford from 6 to 8:30 
pm. Looking for teens (16-18), adult men and women. For 
details 616-874-5264. #5

Green Acres HeArt Prize
Feb. 3: Green Acres HeArt Prize will be held February 
12 – 15 from 10 am to 4 pm. 1601 Winter Creek Court, 
Greenville. No charge to enter or attend but donations will 
be accepted for the Alzheimer’s Association. Art entry 
deadline is Monday, February 3. Anyone interested is 
entering their artwork please contact Sue or James at 616-
754-8850 or visit Green Acres Greenville. #5

Preschoolers Happy Birthday “Howie”
Feb. 4: Come Celebrate Howie’s birthday party; Who 
doesn’t love a party; we are keeping the memory of the 
individual that HCNC is all about “Howard Christensen”. 
We will have cake, ice cream, birthday games and so much 
fun. Games will be pin the tail on the White Tailed Deer, 
Find and Insect, Sing along with Froggy our mascot, indoor 
mock turtle race and other fun games. Tuesday, February 4 
from 1 to 2:30 pm. Free for children and their guardians. 
Please give a gift of food for the animals (sun flower seeds, 
pig food, goat oats, turtle worms, bunny food) or a cash gift 
donation in Howard’s memory. 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent 
City. 616-675-3158. #5

Spring Soccer Registration
Feb. 4&6: Spring 2014 Soccer Registration for American 
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) is Tuesday, February 4 
and Thursday, February 6 at Burger King Restaurant, 4065 
– 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs from 6 – 8 pm. Fee for the 
Spring Session is $60 per child with a $5 discount per child 
for families registering 3 or more players. Players must be 
at least 4 years of age by March 24, 2014. First time players 
– please bring Birth Certificate for age verification. Please 
complete online application at www.eayso.org – print two 
copies and take advantage of our Express Lane! These will 
be the final registration dates for the Spring Season. Please 

tell you friends and neighbors. If you have questions please 
contact us through the link on our website: www.ayso902.
org. #4-6p

Candlelight Snowshoe Walk
Feb. 8: Enjoy this tour-guided excursion through the nature 
center’s scenic trails. Hot refreshments will be served and 
all snowshoe equipment will be provided. A two-mile hike 
through candlelit trails. We will also stop after one mile for 
romantic stories around the campfire at Camp Lily’s location. 
This is for all ages so rekindle that love in the candlelit walk. 
Maybe the moon will shine. Saturday, February 8 from 6:30 
to 8:30 pm. Donation of $5 per person/ $15/family of 4 or 
more. Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine 
Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. #5

Heart to Heart Craft Party!
Feb. 11: Roses are red, violets are blue, join our Valentine 
event, just for you! Celebrate Valentine’s Day with snacks 
and crafts. For all ages. Tuesday, February 11 at 10:30 am 
at the Sand Lake/ Nelson Township KDL branch, 88 Eighth 
St. #5

Cedar Springs Women’s 
Club Scholarship Available

The Cedar Springs Women’s Club awards an annual $1000 
scholarship to a female, of any age, who resides in the Cedar 
Springs Public School District. The recipient may be considering 
any type of skill training or degree program.

This Scholarship is awarded by June first of each year at the 
direction of the membership of the Cedar Springs Women’s Club, 
based on the recommendations of the scholarship selection com-
mittee. All awards are made without regard to race, creed, color, 
religion, or national origin.

Applications may be obtained at the Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary; at the counseling offices at Cedar Springs High School; at 
Creative Technologies Academy; or by calling 616-696-0090 or 
616-696-0456.  

Applications must be mailed to the Scholarship Committee and 
must be postmarked by March 15, 2014.  

Last chance to enter! Deadline is Feb. 3!



Second state-record fish 
caught this month
A white perch in Muskegon County
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OutdOOrs

OutdOOrs

Cedar Springs
4116 17 Mile Rd.

696-9610

Comstock Park
4089 Alpine Ave.

784-8460

Grand Rapids
2045 Eastern Ave. SE

243-1531

4016 Plainfield Ave. NE
363-3147

2000 Fuller Ave. NE
364-9477

1245 W. Leonard NW 
451-0781

1200 Wealthy St SE
301-0617

NOW OPEN!
735 W Fulton

235-0700

Kentwood
5444 S. Division

532-0281

Breton Rd. SE
301-0422

Rockford
400 E. Division

866-9000

Sparta
545 S. State St.

887-7995

Wyoming
725 28th St. SW

531-3075

3556 Byron Center
249-0247
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By ranger steve mueller

Time and Space
A clear black sky perforated with brilliant illuminations from countless stars lighted the 

luge-like chute depression of our snow path during last night’s walk. Crisp snow squeaked 
under foot in the -9 degrees Fahrenheit air. No owls called. It was too early for activity. I 
have not discovered a particular hour Barred Owls select to call. They seem to call earlier 
in the evening than the Great Horned Owl. Horned owls schedule hoots for midnight and 
again at 5:30 a.m. in mid winter. 

The New Year is an exciting time for emergence and rebirth of one’s spirit from the 
womb of the year. Old memories are lost in recesses of the mind and only resurface when 
triggered by smells, sights, sounds, tastes, or touches that draw them forth. The Pleiades 
star constellation is a distant friend that looks like the Big Dipper removed so far in space 
that it looks like a dipper that has lost size. The depth of the dark night reveals the immense 
size of surroundings.

It is only with thought that we penetrate time and space in any real manner. Both are 
too remote to experience with our physical senses. With our physical senses we enter the 
natural world to gain access to the spirit of the universe. Physical senses allow us to expe-
rience the wonders around us. Then we can contemplate and reflect on the spirit of nature 
and begin to understand the wonders of birds, plants, mammals, water, insects, and air in 
the natural world. Our place in the universe is small. The big dipper is perceptively small 
when compared with its galaxy. The galaxy is minuscule among the billions and billions of 
galaxies peppering light throughout the grand darkness of space. 

Time loses meaning in the distance of space but here on Earth it is real. We share nature 
niches in a fleeting moment of time and space with other species. For that instant it is the 
most important moment of life. There is no past and no future at the moment when I see a 
chickadee, hear its call, or feel its presence as it wings past my hand at the feeder. For that 
moment we are alone and yet together in the universe at the same time in the same space. 
The universe has suddenly been reduced in size by my perception and a spiritual bond is 
created between bird and me. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) 
at odybrook@chartermi.net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-
8433. 

Youth rabbit hunt a new tradition 

The annual youth rabbit hunt, put on by the Belding Sportsmen’s Club 
and other conservation groups in partnership with the DNR, pairs kids 
with hunting mentors. Pictured here, Walter Ingvartsen of Ionia (right) 
offers 14-year-old Cohl Riddle of Vicksburg his guidance. 

What started 
out as an experi-
ment has turned 
into a tradition. 
The youth rabbit 
hunt at the Beld-
ing Sportsmen’s 
Club, near the Flat 
River State Game 
Area—now in its 
third year—at-
tracted 45 young-
sters last Saturday 
for a morning of 
stomping brush 
piles, following 
beagles and tromp-
ing through the 
snow.

“We’re getting 
great participation from ev-
eryone,” said club president 
John Burns, “club mem-
bers, parents and young-
sters.”

The idea for the youth 
hunt sprung from John 
Niewoonder, the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
wildlife biologist at Flat 
River, who had been on 
a campaign to improve 
the small game habitat by 
building brush piles for 
“rabbitat” at the area.

“When John brought it 
to us, we said yes,” Burns 
said. “This is a good thing, 
getting the kids out in the 
elements instead of staying 
on the computer all day. 
It’s all about getting the 
kids—our future—into the 
outdoors.”

Hosting the event “is not 
a problem,” Burns said. 
The club donated breakfast, 
and members began show-
ing up at 5 a.m. to cook 
eggs, sausage, hash browns 
and toast for the crowd’s 
7:30 arrival. It cost the club 
about $200 for the victuals, 
he said.

“This is what we do—
conservation,” he said. 
“We’re sportsmen. We 

need to do this to promote 
hunting and getting the kids 
out.”

Besides feeding the 
crowd, providing a meeting 
place and lining up sports-
men to help guide the young 
hunters, the sponsors made 
sure all the youngsters at 
the event went home with a 
door prize.

Door prizes were collect-
ed by the Mid-Michigan 
United Sportsmen’s Alli-
ance (MMUSA), a consor-
tium of sportsmen’s clubs, 
conservation groups (Ducks 
Unlimited, Michigan Trap-
pers Association and Qual-
ity Deer Management), as 
well a couple of soil conser-
vation district offices. Mike 
Winegard, a retiree who 
spearheaded the MMUSA 
effort, said it wasn’t that 
hard. His partners collect-
ed multi-tools, shirts, hats, 
game calls, knives, fishing 
rods, pocket binoculars, 
candybars and even a high-
tech slingshot. There were 
three grand door prizes—a 
shotgun, a .22 rifle, and a 
trapper’s kit with the stuff a 
youngster needs to get start-
ed trapping.

Bill Bird and Wally In-

gvartsen, Ionia-area rabbit 
hunters, showed up to take a 
party—two boys and a pair 
of parents—to their stomp-
ing grounds behind Bird’s 
home. They ran a handful 
of rabbits, and Kam Snyder, 
a ninth-grader from School-
craft, harvested his first-ev-
er rabbit.

“He was on the edge of 
the brush, and it dropped 
right in its tracks,” Snyder 
said. “It was cool.”

Giving up their own Sat-
urday hunt to take a couple 
of youngsters hunting was 
a positive experience, Bird 
said. As far as he and Wal-
ly were concerned, they got 
out and ran their dogs and 
didn’t have to bother with 
carrying a firearm.

 
“Both of those boys we 

took had killed deer, but 
neither had taken a rabbit 
before,” Bird said. “Kids 
aren’t coming up the same 
way we did; I started hunt-
ing rabbits when I was 
around 10 with my father 
and I think that’s a great 
way to start. I wish we’d 
have got more rabbits run-
ning than we did, but they 

The Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) 
confirmed the catch of a 
new state-record white 
perch on Friday, Jan. 24. 
This is the second state re-
cord caught in the month 
of January.  The white 
perch was caught by Aar-
on Slagh, of Holland, 
Mich., on Tuesday, Jan. 
21, on Muskegon Lake 
in Muskegon County at 
11 a.m. The fish weighed 
1.93 pounds and measured 
13.25 inches. Slagh was 
ice fishing with a spoon 
when he landed the record 
fish. The record was veri-
fied by Rich O’Neal, a DNR 
fisheries biologist, at the 
Muskegon field office.  

The previous state-record 
white perch was caught by 

Kyle Ryan, of Reese, on Lake 
Huron, in Tuscola County, 
on July 13, 2002. That fish 
weighed 1.88 pounds and 
measured 13.25 inches.  

“It was just another nor-
mal day on the ice for me, as 
I get out as much as I can,” 
said Slagh. “We were actu-
ally targeting yellow perch 
and I thought I had a wall-
eye. When we pulled it up we 
thought ‘Holy cow—that’s a 
big white perch!’”  

State records are recog-
nized by weight only. To 
qualify for a state record, fish 
must exceed the current listed 
state-record weight and iden-
tification must be verified by 
a DNR fisheries biologist.  

“This winter, despite the 
extreme weather most of 
Michigan has been experi-
encing, is shaping up to be a 
great time for many anglers,” 
said DNR Fisheries Division 
Chief Jim Dexter. “This latest 
state record once again show-
cases the quality of the state’s 
fisheries.”   

For more information on 
fishing in Michigan, visit 
www.michigan.gov/fishing.

Aaron Slagh with his state-record 
white perch.



Wrestlers earn medals

Red Hawks lose to Panthers in 
overtime
By Kendra Coons
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CLASSES! CLASSES! CLASSES!  

Moxie Fitness 
& Health Studio
4625 14 Mile Rd. | Rockford
248-701-0863
www.moxiefitnessandhealth.com
      michelle pozan/moxie fitness and health
E-mail: moxiefitness43@gmail.com

FEBRARY DEAL: 

Moxie Fitness 
          & Health Bikini season is coming! 

NEW FITNESS STUDIO 
4625 14 Mile Road, Rockford 
(Behind Cedar Rock Cafe and By Arnolds Garage) 

Mirrors • Dance Flooring • Steps • Weights • Bands
 Zumba • Kickboxing • Circuits • TRX • Bootcamps!  

Classes forming NOW!  
1st class FREE

has opened a 
GREAT place to 
build the body you 
want!  Small Group 
motivation, workouts 
that will fit your 
fitness level.

$40/10 CLASS PUNCH CARD

Michelle Pozan
ACSM Certified 
Personal Trainer, 

AFAA Certified Group 
Fitness instructor, 

& Licensed Zumba 
instructor

Park rangers rescue lost 
snowmobilers in the 
Porcupine Mountains

 
Two snowmobilers, missing in the backcountry near Por-

cupine Mountains Wilderness State Park for more than 24 
hours during blizzard weather conditions, were rescued 
Monday afternoon by a team of Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources Parks and Recreation staff working in 
conjunction with local, state and federal agencies.

At approximately 2 p.m. Monday, after snowshoeing 
through blinding snow, wind chills of 40 degrees below 
zero, and snow depths in excess of four feet for several 
hours, DNR Parks and Recreation district supervisor Bill 
Doan and park rangers Jimmy Newkirk, David Merk and 
Emily Pleiness successfully located Benjamin M. Jenney 
Sr. and Benjamin M. Jenney Jr., a father and son from Al-
bertville, Minn., approximately 2 miles from the nearest 
road.

The Jenneys, who were suffering from frostbite, hypo-
thermia and dehydration, were helped to nearby snowmo-
biles and transported by Michigan State Police and local 
volunteers to an area accessible by ambulance.

The pair became stranded after their snowmobiles broke 
through the ice on the Little Iron River Sunday afternoon. 
Although the area does not receive reliable cell phone cov-
erage, the Jenneys were able to send several text messages 
to family relaying their situation.

Using geo-location data attached to the text messages, 
Michigan State Police and the Civil Air Patrol identified 
a remote four-square-mile area where the Jenneys were 
last known to be, allowing the DNR ranger team to begin 
a coordinated search and rescue effort along the Little Iron 
River corridor Monday morning.

Due to deep snow off trail and open water on the riv-
er, Doan determined the rangers would need to search by 
snowshoe rather than by snowmobile. The team broke up, 
with Doan and three rangers hiking in from the north end 
while ranger Justin Farley and a local volunteer hiked in 
from the south, traversing rugged terrain, thin ice and open 
water.

“This is truly an incredible survival story on the part of 
the snowmobilers who were able to keep moving and sur-
vive a night outdoors in these extreme elements,” said park 
supervisor Kasey Mahony. “The effort of our park staff is 
also commendable, with one ranger spending more than 
eight hours searching off-trail on snowshoes in exception-
ally difficult weather conditions. The dedication of our 
staff in responding to backcountry emergencies, and their 
commitment to regularly completing search and rescue and 
emergency response training, proved instrumental in the 
positive outcome for these snowmobilers.”

The DNR rangers were part of a search and rescue effort 
coordinated by the Michigan State Police, in partnership 
with the Michigan Civil Air Patrol, Ontonagon County 
Sheriff’s Department, Ontonagon County Community 
Emergency Response Team, Ontonagon County Emergen-
cy Manager, U.S. Forest Service, DNR Law Enforcement 
Division, U.S. Air Force and Coast Guard, AmericInn of 
Silver City, Sled Necks of Wisconsin, Sonco Ambulance, 
and many other local volunteers.

For snowmobile safety tips and regulations, visit www.
michigan.gov/snowmobiling.

GREENVILLE LANES
300 Maplewood, Greenville • 754-4495

Birthday
Party

Packages!

Call for
specifi c times.

• Call us to schedule 
Fundraiser Events and 
Holiday Parties for 
your organization!

• Bumper Bowling
• Senior Bowling
• Lounge & Snack Bar
• Open Bowling Fridays, 

Saturdays & Sundays! 
• KENO Available!

ll t h d lCCC

Come Join
the Fun!

• Call us to schedule 
 Fundraiser Events
• Bumper Bowling
• Senior Bowling
• Lounge & Snack Bar
• KEno Available!
• Birthday Party Packages! 
  Call for specific times.
• open Bowling Daily! 
  Call for Availability

1 FREE Game 
oR

$2.50 oFF
hourly rate

Expires 4/30/2014

GREEnviLLE LAnES

Brad Brechting led the team in total points scored with 22 against Comstock Park. 

On Monday, January 20, 2014, the 
Cedar Springs Red Hawks varsity boys 
basketball team took on the Panthers of 
Comstock Park. Before this match-up 
both teams were undefeated and ranked 
in Western Michigan. It was a very close 
game between the two undefeated teams. 
There was a total of 11 lead changes 
throughout the game, but in the end, Com-
stock Park came out on top and beat Ce-
dar Springs 73-69 in overtime.

“I felt we played at a high energy lev-
el from the start. The game was back and 
forth for a while and every possession re-
quired that level of energy,” said head Coach Jeff Patin. 

In the first period, it was a tight race the whole time, but 
Comstock Park ended up leading the Red Hawks 14 to 12. 
The Red Hawks came back fighting hard after the first peri-

od and entered into halftime down 5 points. After halftime, 
the Red Hawks came back out focused and in the third peri-
od, the Hawks scored 19 more points to add on to the score. 

West Michigan Pursuit 
braved the crazy Michigan 
weather to attend the Forest 
Hills Tournament last week-
end, bringing 18 grapplers 
to compete, and 13 plac-
ing in the top 4. This week 
brought a total of 59 battles, 
with 33 ending in victory 
for the Pursuit family. 

“The interest in youth 
level wrestling keeps grow-
ing in numbers,” said owner 
and Head Coach Dave An-
drus. “Our facility alone has 
14 kids who are trying this 
competitive sport for the 
first time this season and are 
completely hooked.” 

This week’s placements 
are as follows:

Fourth Place Medalists 
include Chayson Chlebek 
in the 4/5/6 Novice age 
group in the 49 lb wt class; 
Nathan Elliston in the 9/10 
Open age group in the 80 lb 
wt class; Blake Longcore in 
the 13/14 Novice age group 
in the 107/114 lb wt class; 
and Olivia Male in the 9/10 
Open age group in the 71 lb 
wt class. It was Blake’s first 
tournament!

Third Place Medalists 
include Casey Chlebek in 
the 7/8 Open age group in 
the 58 lb wt class; Derek 
Egan in the 11/12 Novice 

age group in the 85 lb wt class; and 
Brocke Fisher in the 11/12 Open age 

group in the 65 lb wt lb class. It 
was Derek’s first tournament.

Second Place Medalist was Luke 
Egan in the 4/5/6 Novice age group 
in the 46 lb wt clas.

Champions are Cameron Fess in 
the 11/12 Open age group in the 85 
lb wt class; Blake Peasley in the 
4/5/6 Novice age group in the 58 lb 
wt class; Jayden Marcano-Cruz in 
the 4/5/6 Novice age group in the 
43 lb wt class; Lucus Pienton in 
the 13/14 Novice age group in the 
122/130 lb wt class; and Jay Smith 

Photo by Kelly Alvesteffer.

overtime - continues on page 8

medals - continues on page 8Second place medalist Luke Egan.
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Rabbit
...continued from page 6

4336 Plainfield Ave NE  Ste E
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

616-363-2225 or toll free: 866-755-2224
www.therevolutionllc.com

both got shots.”
That wasn’t unusual, said Niewoonder.
“When I asked how we did, a lot of guys said, ‘We didn’t 

get any, but we had some shooting,’” Niewoonder said. 
“But a lot of these kids are young and they’re still figuring 
it out. They’re going to get some shots and some of them 
are going to miss. Shooting and missing is good fun, too.”

Niewoonder said the event has really been an eye-opener 
to him.

“I am impressed with how much the main sponsors – 
the Belding Sportsmen’s Club, MMUSA and the Mecosta 
Quality Deer Management Association guys—really seem 
to like it. They’re all standing in line to help, smiling the 
whole time. They’re not a bunch of young people, but when 
they get a chance to hang out with these young kids, I think 
it really warms their hearts.”

The hunt wasn’t all rabbits this year. A couple of guys, 
who are members of the Michigan Squirrel Dog Associa-
tion, brought squirrel dogs to take the kids out with. Kirk 
Evans, an aircraft mechanic from Ionia, brought a black-
mouthed cur and a feist (a hunting dog that has been cross-
bred, originally by mixing Native American dogs with terri-
ers, but is now recognized as a breed by the United Kennel 
Club). Randy Lubbers of Hamilton brought three feists.

The squirrel hunters managed to tree four squirrels, but 
only one hit the ground, taken by third-grader Nick Collins 
of East Grand Rapids, who said: “It was cool.”

And it wasn’t just youngsters who were successful hunt-
ers. Steve Newland, a Belding insurance adjuster, brought 
his two young sons—only one of whom carried a firearm—
but he got all the shooting in his party.

“We got three of them,” 
7-year-old Owen Newland 
said proudly. “I didn’t get 
any shooting, but I stepped 
on one.”

Both Niewoonder and 
Burns agree that the event 
has turned into a tradition.

“I hope this keeps up,” 
Burns said. “This is a good 
thing. It’s good to get people 
out here on the state land. 
The DNR wants people to 
out here using this land and 
it promotes bringing some 
city kids out here in the 
country to try something 
new. Basically, it’s all about 
the kids.”

To learn more about get-
ting young people involved 
in hunting, visit www.mich-
igan.gov/mentoredhunting

Overtime
...continued from page 7
Comstock Park was still on top after they scored 21 points, 
making it 50-43 at the end of the third period. 

The Red Hawks were not willing to give up and at the end 
of the fourth quarter the Hawks scored a total of 20 points 
while Comstock Park scored 13. At the end of the fourth 
quarter, the game was tied 63-63, sending it into overtime. 
The teams fought hard and the game went back and forth. 
In the end, Comstock Park scored 10 more points to clinch 
the victory, while Cedar Springs scored 6. The final score 
was 73-69 Panthers.

“Comstock Park is a very good team. When you play a 
team of that caliber every possession is important,” stated 
Coach Patin.  

Cedar Springs’ own Brad Brechting led the team in total 
points scoring 22. He was 9 for 13 on his two point shots 
and 4 for 6 on his free throw shots. Cameron Link also 
came on strong totaling 15 points. Link was 3 for 8 on his 
2-point shots and 6 for 9 on his free throws. David Kear-
ney, Aaron Mabie and Nick Krajewski also contributed to 
the Red Hawks points by scoring some key baskets in the 
middle of the game. Kearney had a total of 12, and Mabie 
and Krajewski both came in with 6. Overall, Cedar Springs 
was 22 for 56 on their shooting. Their shooting percentage 
for the game ended at 39.3 percent.

Comstock Park’s Jake Bush and Matt Hurley both scored 
a total of 20 points for the Panthers. Drake Baar came in 
third in highest scoring for Comstock Park with 14 points. 
The Panthers beat the Red Hawks in their shooting percent-
age coming in at 42.9 percent. 

The battle between the Panthers and Red Hawks was a 
hard fought match. The game ended was tied 8 times and 

the largest lead throughout the whole game was 10 points. 
After the loss, the Red Hawks record is now 8-1.

“We didn’t finish the game the way we would like to, so 
we are hoping to learn from that experience,” commented 
Coach Patin. 

On Friday, January 24, the Red Hawks were scheduled 
to play the West Catholic Falcons. Due to the weather, the 
game was cancelled and rescheduled to Monday, January 
27. Due to weather, the game was also cancelled again. It is 
now rescheduled to Saturday, February 1. The boys varsity 
game will be starting around 4:30 pm after the girl’s game. 
The varsity boys basketball team’s next game is scheduled 
for Friday, January 31 at Cedar Springs High School. The 
Red Hawks are matched up against the Wildcats of North-
view High School. The Red Hawks are looking for their 9th 
win. So come on out and support the boys varsity basket-
ball team! Tip-off is at 7:30 pm! Go Red Hawks! 

 “It should be a very good game,” noted Coach Patin. 
“Both teams have had some success in the early part of the 
season, so it should be fun.”

in the 11/12 Novice age group in the 95 lb wt class. Spe-
cial recognition still applies to Blake Peasley who remains 
undefeated. 

Congratulations to all of you grapplers for stepping out 
on the mat and working as hard as you do. You truly are The 
Pursuit of Champions!

 If you are interested in learning more about wrestling, 
feel free to check out West Michigan Pursuit.  We are lo-
cated in the Cedar Springs Sports Plex and practices are on 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m.

Medals
...continued from page 7

(Q.)  WHAT ADVER-
TISING HELPS 
BUILD A 

 COMMUNITY?

(A.)  ADVERTISING  
IN THE LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER

Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community 
Run Your Ad in The POST!

The Cedar 
Springs Post 
Newspaper

Still free but 
PRICELESS

Covering a community of 
over 30,000 residents in 
northern Kent County.

Check us out @ 
cedarspringspost.com

CONTACT yOuR SALES 
REP TODAy!

PH. 616.696.3655
Fax 616.696.9010

or email:
sales@cedarspringspost.com



Fire
...continued from front page 
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TAX TIME$ $

McBride Accounting

616-696-1599

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm 
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pmWalk-ins welcome

We are a 
Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
MONEY CONCEPTS

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

ExpERT, AFFORDAbLE Tax Help

866-4704

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Year-Round Service • Tax planning • Out-of-State Returns
bookkeeping • payroll • Experienced personnel

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth

lan
d D

r.

Call Now for an 
Appointment

Over
30
Years

Fastax
& accounting

Personal & Business Taxes

Walk-Ins Welcome
Appointments Advised

44 S. Main St. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0920
FasTax@1040.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

2 MAPLE ST.
P.O. BOX 139

SAND LAKE, MI 49343
616-636-8854

FAX: 616-636-4564

2014-2015 Budget 
Workshop Schedule

Fri.  Jan. 31 7:00 pm Revenues
Sat. Feb. 1 3:00pm Expenses
Fri.  Feb. 7 7:00 pm Department-head 
   Proposals
  (committee considerations)
Sat. Feb. 8  3:00 pm Jerry
  5:00 pm Ed
  6:00 pm Jim
Fri.  Feb. 14 7:00 pm Final Review

Dated: January 30, 2014

Who Should File a 2013 Tax Return?
Do you need to file a federal tax return this year? Perhaps. The 

amount of your income, filing status, age and other factors deter-
mine if you must file.

Even if you don’t have to file a tax return, there are times when 
you should. Here are five good reasons why you should file a 
return, even if you’re not required to do so:

1. Tax Withheld or Paid.  Did your employer withhold fed-
eral income tax from your pay? Did you make estimated tax 
payments? Did you overpay last year and have it applied to this 
year’s tax? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you 
could be due a refund. But you have to file a tax return to get it.

2. Earned Income Tax Credit.  Did you work and earn less 
than $51,567 last year? You could receive EITC as a tax refund if 
you qualify. Families with qualifying children may be eligible for 
up to $6,044. Use the EITC Assistant tool on IRS.gov to find out 
if you qualify. If you do, file a tax return and claim it.

3. Additional Child Tax Credit.  Do you have at least one 
child that qualifies for the Child Tax Credit? If you don’t get 
the full credit amount, you 
may qualify for the Additional 
Child Tax Credit. To claim it, 
you need to file Schedule 8812, 
Child Tax Credit, with your tax 
return.

4. American Opportunity 
Credit.  Are you a student or do 
you support a student? If so, you 
may be eligible for this credit. 
Students in their first four years 
of higher education may quali-
fy for as much as $2,500. Even 
those who owe no tax may get 
up to $1,000 of the credit re-
funded per eligible student. You 
must file Form 8863, Education 
Credits, with your tax return to 
claim this credit.

5. Health Coverage Tax 
Credit.  Did you receive Trade 
Adjustment Assistance, Re-
employment Trade Adjustment 
Assistance, Alternative Trade 
Adjustment Assistance or pen-

sion benefit payments from the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpo-
ration? If so, you may qualify for the Health Coverage Tax Credit. 
The HCTC helps make health insurance more affordable for you 
and your family. This credit pays 72.5 percent of qualified health 
insurance premiums. Visit IRS.gov for more on this credit.

To sum it all up, check to see if you would benefit from filing 
a federal tax return. You may qualify for a tax refund even if you 
don’t have to file. And remember, if you do qualify for a refund, 
you must file a return to claim it.

The instructions for Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ list income 
tax filing requirements. You can also use the Interactive Tax As-
sistant tool on IRS.gov to see if you need to file. The tool is avail-
able 24/7 to answer many tax questions.

Additional IRS Resources:
Publication 596, Earned Income Credit
Publication 972, Child Tax Credit
Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Education
Health Coverage Tax Credit 

from trash the family was burning nearby. “The wind was 
blowing in that direction,” said Davis.

The building was actually two buildings joined by an 
overhang. The Woods kept various supplies there, includ-
ing materials for an addition to the home, a coop for ducks 
they raise, beehive supplies, green goods they had canned, 
a refrigerator, and a freezer full of duck meat. The meat was 
incinerated in the fire.

The Woods are not insured. He said that they had recently 
switched insurance companies, and that they had made all 
the changes to the home that the insurance required, and 
were accepted. Then, after a month, the insurance company 
sent them a cancellation notice, because they were doing 
the work on the addition themselves, rather than hiring a 
contractor. 

Sudoku AnSwerSFestival
...continued from front page 
tion, it states that the first time the phrase was used in com-
merce was October 1, 1950. But there are meeting minutes 
by the City of Cedar Springs dating back to December of 
1941 showing the city was using it on their letterhead at 
that time.

Kiphart said he would like to know, does the Red Flannel 
Festival not think Cedar Springs is the Red Flannel Town? 
That it should only be used in connection with the Festival 
itself?

The Post asked Festival President Michele Andres that 
question. “The Festival has owned several state and federal 
trademarks for many years,” she said. “Red Flannel Town 
and Red Flannel Town, USA are both owned legally by 
the Festival regardless of anyone’s personal opinion. The 
Festival has readily granted permission to several organi-
zations and entities who formally request to use its vari-
ous trademarks. These marks simply do not belong to the 
Chamber.”

Kiphart said he doesn’t think they should belong to either 
entity. “It doesn’t belong to us. It’s the town’s identity,” 
he said. “If they are asking us to stop referring to Cedar 
Springs as the Red Flannel Town, we will not. Fear and in-
timidation tactics will not work on us. They are more than 
welcome to keep spending money on attorney fees to strip 
the town of its identity, but we will not play ball.”

Andres remarked that Kiphart needs to schedule some 
time to professionally and maturely discuss the matter di-
rectly with the Red Flannel Festival Board of Directors. 
“We have asked to meet numerous times and have received 
no response. It is extremely disappointing that this orga-
nization’s leadership does not understand or comprehend 
basic trademark infringement, especially as business own-
ers.”

Kiphart said they have never declined to meet with them 
about using the Festival’s  logo. “As we have not wanted 
to use their exact logo, we haven’t met,” he explained. “We 
didn’t contact them to ask permission to use the town’s 
identity.”

Kiphart said the Chamber might be open to sitting down 
with the Festival to discuss the issue, as long as it was open 

to the public.
“We want to know what the community thinks,” said Ki-

phart. “We will do what the community wants. If the com-
munity wants us to tell them (the RFF) to take their ball and 
go home, we will.” 

According to the most recent letter sent to the Chamber 
by the Festival, they have until February 4 to discuss with 
the Festival the steps they will take to “cease infringement 
of the RFF’s trademarks.” If they do not hear from them, 
“the RFF will have no choice but to take legal action against 
the Chamber,” the letter said.

What do you think? Send us a letter to the editor at 
news@cedarspringspost.com (limit 350 words), comment 
on this post, call the Chamber at 616-773-5126, or the Red 
Flannel Festival at 616-696-2662. 

The Red Flannel Festival will also be having their annual 
board meeting tonight (Thursday, January 30) at 6:30 p.m. 
at their office on 21 E. Maple Street, where they will vote 
on a new grand marshal for this year’s 75th Festival, and 
elect their officers for the year. Those wishing to volunteer 
are also welcome.



Hi, my name is 
Raven! I’m an 8 
month old pit bull 
mix looking for a 
family to make my 
own.  I’m a sweet 
girl who loves to 
greet everyone with 
kisses.  I also know 
my basic commands.  
I do best in an active home where I can get in a daily 
walk and play with other dogs.  I’m on my best behavior 
with children age six and older.  Meet me today at the 
Humane Society of West Michigan!

Hi, I’m Virginia!  I’m 
a 4 year old Domestic 
Longhair kitty looking 
for a home to explore.  
I love to be active and 
play with toys.  I enjoy 
spending time with 
people and you can 
currently find me at 
the Chow Hound in 
Standale.  Be sure to 
stop in and help me 
find my forever home!

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. Free 
Estimates. 616-334-3574. 
#5p
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Lost • Found • Free 
Animal Ads
are Free 

in The POST

School

CLASSIFIEDS
deAdlIne: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST for more information at 

616.696.3655

Help 
Wanted
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Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 
For more information on the Humane Society of West 

Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

AUCTION ServICeS PETS of the WEEk

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Homes for 
sale

ChIld CAre

Critter
Corner

apartments 
for rent

small ads 
make ¢ents
call 696-3655

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

At your service ...

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

•  Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
•  Name Brand Health & Beauty 

Aids
•  Over the Counter Medications
•  Food & Snacks
•  Gloves
•  Tarps

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

•  Hardware
•  Household Cleaning & Paper 

Products
•  Gift Items
•  Shop & Garage Equipment
•  Name Brand Closeouts - 
 Inventory Constantly Changing

616-696-9716

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care, the hottest place to 
be in the coolest town. 
Look us up at Learn-
PlayandGrowDaycare.
com. 616-696-3754. #2-5p

Job Opening: Church 
Custodian (10-15 hours 
per week). Send resume 
by February 3, 2014 to CS 
United Methodist Church, 
ATTN: Trustees, PO Box K, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
For detailed job descrip-
tion, contact the church 
office at 616-696-1140. 
#4,5b

Drivers – Local & regional! 
Wyoming, MI Terminal. 
Company paid health insurance 
for FT jobs. Required: CDLA, 
21+, 1 yr or 50k miles in last 
5 yrs in like-kind equipment, 
hazmat/ tanker endorsement. 
Apply online: http://www.
hollandregional.com/careers. 
#5,6p

FREE HEAT!!
Kent Ridge &

Kent Ridge Junction 
Apartments

77 Kent Ridge Dr., Kent City
Just Off M-37
10 Minutes to

Alpine Shopping District
Rent Based on Income

Equal Housing Opportunity
Barrier Free Units

TDD:  800-649-3777
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Call Today!
616-678-4329

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY 

next door to Meijer 

NEw LIsTINg:  
LoveLy HoMe 
with 3 season 

sun porcH 
on preMiuM 
HoMe site
$69,900

 
call Marilyn at 
616-696-1100 Let us shoveL 

your snow
ApArtment 

communities 
by GArdner 

mAnAGement 
Lexington woods 

apartments
Free heat, water 

and trash removal 
rent is bAsed 

on income
1 and 2 bedrooms 

also barrier free units 
available.

this institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

call (231) 893-2739
or visit our website

www.lexingtonwoodsapts.com
tdd phone

#1-800-649-3777

Lost: Cocker Spaniel, female, 
light tan w/little white, and 
handicapped. “Payton” was 
lost on January 15th in the area 
of Egner and Simmons. She 
needs her meds! REWARD 
offered. Call Jan at 616-696-
2918. #4

Lost: 5 year old male cat, black, 
brown & gray, w/green eyes. 
Lost on Monday 12/23 in the 
area of Maple and Main St. in 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-401-
9832. #2

Free: Rabbits need good 
homes. One is a Giant, the 
second is a Lion Head (small), 
both males, with cages, food, 
bedding included. These are 
indoor pets. 231-629-9222, ask 
for Linda. #3

Studies show that reading keeps the mind sharp. 
Give your brain a boost. Subscribe to the newspaper 
and expand your mind with a world of information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed Subscription to 
The Post for only $25.00 per year! 

Get a guaranteed subscription to 
The POST for only $35.00* per year!

*Due to postage increase, subscription rate has been raised  for 2014.
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gladiator ethic of “If it’s going to be, it is up to me.” It is surren-
der, and surrender is where life begins.  

“If you try to hang on to your life,” Jesus said, “then you will 
lose it.” This “hanging on” includes our personal arrogance and 
stubborn self-reliance. We learn to let these go, not because we 
have hopelessly given up, but because we have given over. We 
have exchanged our failing abilities and life for the power of 
God and his life. We have learned to live a life entrusted to the 
Rock that is Christ.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, pastor, and 
author. His newest book is “The Gospel According to Waffle 
House.” You can read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 
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Investing in roads
An investment we cannot afford to ignore 
By state rep. rob verHeulen, 74th distrtict

Advisory
...continued from front page

VOices / Views

In his 2014 State of the State address, 
Gov. Rick Snyder laid out an impressive 
list of accomplishments made over the 
last three years. I share his enthusiasm 
and have supported many of his measures 
since I took office just over a year ago. 
However, one of his priorities remains un-

finished and must be addressed: the condition of our roads. 
A national transportation research group, TRIP, recently re-

leased a new study which placed the cost of deficient roads at 
$7.7 billion annually. The costs result from higher operating 
costs, traffic crashes, congestion and safety issues. The study 
also noted nearly 27 percent of Michigan bridges show signif-
icant deterioration or are currently not meeting safety standards. 

According to the study, the average driver in Grand Rapids 
pays $327 per year in additional maintenance costs from tire 
alignments, flat tires, bent 
wheels or auto crashes. Virtual-
ly every expert agrees that fail-
ure to preserve our roads will 
lead to much higher costs in the 
future. Gov. Snyder uses the ex-
ample of oil; you might be able 
to skip an occasional oil change 
without damage, but if you fail 
to perform routine maintenance 
on your vehicle the ultimate 
cost will be much higher. 

The condition of our roads 
will also impact our ability to 
attract and retain jobs in Mich-
igan. A recent survey of Mich-
igan businesses suggest that 
employers look at the quality 
of a region’s transportation sys-
tem when deciding where to 
grow their business. If we fail 
to address this problem soon, 
we may see Michigan’s best in 
the nation job growth rate drop 
as employers look elsewhere. 

Michigan invests less per 
capita in its roads than its neigh-
bors. The per capita investment 
in our roads is $174 per person 
compared to $187 in Indiana, 
$231 in Wisconsin, and $235 
in Ohio and Illinois. Part of the 
lack of funding is that our 19 
cent per gallon gas tax does not 
provide the revenue that it did 
historically. This tax is an ex-
cise tax based on each gallon of 
gas sold and is not based on the 
price of gas. Revenue from the 
gas tax peaked in 2001-2002 
and has declined 

each year thereafter. While 
it is a good thing that we are 
consuming less fuel due to 
increased fuel efficiency, in-
creased use of public transit 
and other factors, this has cre-
ated a funding issue for our 
roads. 

In the current fiscal year, the 
Legislature was able to iden-
tify more than $250 million 
in increased investment from 
the General Fund. Last month 
the Michigan Department of 
Transportation announced road 
projects across the state. With 
the economy recovering and 
a “surplus” predicted for the 
next fiscal year, I am hopeful 
that we will be able to invest 
an even greater amount in our 
roads. However, it is estimated 
that we need to invest an ex-
cess of $1 billion to maintain 
our roads. 

Michigan has many com-
peting interests for its limited 
funds. Education, human ser-
vices, community health, cor-

rections, and natural resources are all important and compete for 
state appropriations. All benefit from making road funding a pri-
ority and one that returns value. Moody’s recently suggested that 
every additional dollar spent on infrastructure generates a $1.44 
increase in gross domestic product. 

When I met with groups of constituents I took a poll on how 
many believe we need to invest more in roads. The overwhelm-
ing majority say invest more. The challenge comes in finding the 
best method to fund our roads over the next decade and beyond. 
I will continue to advocate for making road funding a top prior-
ity and encourage all Michiganders to remind me and my col-
leagues that roads impact everyone in Michigan and are critical 
to our future success.

The 74th District encompasses the cities of Walker, Grand-
ville, Rockford and Cedar Springs, as well as Solon, Tyrone, 
Sparta, Algoma and Alpine townships.

2000 Dodge Intrepid V6, FWD, PW/PLs, Runs Good ............................................. $1,995
1995 Geo Prizm ONLY 99K! Auto 4 cyl, Drives Nice! ................................................... $2,495
1999 Chevy Monte Carlo V6, 140K, PW, PL, good tires! ..................................... $2,995
2003 GMC Sierra 1500 Ext. Cab, 2WD, Runs Great! 200k ....................................... $3,495
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 cyl., 150k  .................................................. $3,995
1985 K5 Chevy Blazer Lifted, new tires, 396-V8, Nice Toy! ................................... $4,995
2004 Chevy Colorado Ext Cab, 5 cyl, 2WD, Runs Nice, Auto! .................................. $4,995
2006 Chevy Malibu Maxx - V6 .......................................................................... $7,495
2007 Chevy HHR  58K, Local Trade, Full Power Options  ............................................ $7,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta  Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice!  ................................. $7,995
2009 Pontiac G6  1 owner! CLEAN! ........................................................................... $8,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean! ...................................................................... $11,495
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K! .......................................................................... $11,995
2010 Chevy Malibu PW, PL, NICE, 90K! ............................................................... $11,995
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
2012 Jeep Patriot  AWD, Loaded, 1 owner, CLEAN! ............................................. $14,495
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLY LOADED!.................... New Lower Price $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995 
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $21,995
2013 Dodge Challenger SXT 14K, Like New! ................................................ $21,995
2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ 80K, Leather, 20s NAV, Loaded! Calif. Truck ..... $26,995

12771 Northland Drive | Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Buy • Sell • Trade

Owned & 
Operated by 

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web
www.cedarcarco.com

Over 100 
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doses of vaccine (parents should check with a health care provider 
for details).

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza vi-
ruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu viruses can spread 
when people with flu cough, sneeze, or even talk. Someone might 
also get flu by touching a surface or object (like a phone) that has 
flu virus on it, and then touching their own mouth, eyes, or nose. 
Signs and symptoms can include fever, chills, cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, fatigue 
(very tired), vomiting and diarrhea (more common in children 
than adults). If you think you have the flu, try to limit spreading 
the illness. Do not go to school or work until you recover.

The Kent County Health Department seasonal influenza pro-
gram provides vaccinations for all individuals six months of age 
and older. Vaccines start at $25 for injection, and $33 for FluMist 
nasal spray. Children from six months through eighteen years who 
have no insurance, or who have insurance that doesn’t cover vac-
cines, will pay a sliding scale administration fee of up to $15. The 
Health Department can only bill Medicaid and Medicare. Cash, 
check, MasterCard, Visa, or Discover are accepted. To make an 
appointment at any of our five clinic locations, call (616) 632-
7200. You can also schedule online at www.stickittotheflu.com. 
Flu information is also available on our information only line at 
(616) 742-4FLU (358).

Death
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within our community, with the purpose of garnering ideas and 
input from the residents on what they would want and need in a 
Community Center. 

The CBDT has elected a Board of Directors (Kurt Mabie, Tom 
Mabie, Carolee Cole, Betty Truesdale, Shannon Cooper, Sonya 
Cronkright and myself), officers, and acquired legal status as a 
501(c)3 corporation. In just the last few weeks $453,800 has been 
donated.

A great deal has been accomplished in a short period of time. 
The next step focuses around creating a building design that will 
foster community pride and serve the needs of our residents. 

“We want this to be your building and be something for all 
ages. A place to gather and celebrate life here in Cedar Springs. A 
place that will allow new memories to be created and relationships 
strengthened,” said Kurt Mabie, CBDT President.

If you want to get involved and be a part of this gift to our com-
munity please contact Carolee Cole at  caroleecole@gmail.com, 
Kurt Mabie at kmabie55@gmail.com or attend the next meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 18, at 5:30 pm. held at Solon Wesley-
an Church, 15671 Algoma Ave (just north of 19 Mile Rd). Also, 
“Like” our Facebook page for regular updates. Just search for 
“Cedar Springs community building development team.” 

Community
...continued from page 2

DO NOT DRINK THE WATER WITHOUT BOILING IT 
FIRST. Bring all water to a boil, let it boil for one minute, and let 
it cool before using, or use bottled water. Boiled or bottled water 
should be used for drinking, making ice, brushing teeth, washing 
dishes, and preparing food. Boiling kills bacteria and other organ-
isms in the water. Continue using boiled or bottled water until fur-
ther notice.

For those in the apartment complexes that need to fill water bot-
tles or jugs, you may do so at City Hall, 66 S. Main St. If it is after 
hours, use the phone box outside the building to call inside, or use 
the police line 696-1311 and have a dispatcher ask a police officer 
to meet you at City Hall.

Stressman said this advisory does not affect other city residents. 
He explained that when they lost pressure, it sent water backward 
into the system, which stirred up minerals, such as iron, and is why 
some residents may have seen yellow water. He advised people 
to let their water run to clear out the iron, which is from the water 
pipes.
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We Care!

HOME CARE
HOME HEALTH CARE

Call us Today!  We’ll see you Tomorrow!

24 HR. CARE HOTLINE
855.735.CARE

616.863.9999

What We Do

Why you need MW Memory Care

We offer a wide range of services that are sure to meet 
all your care needs. 

Skilled Nursing
Home Health Aide Service
Respite Care
Companion Care
Physical Therapy
Occupa�onal Therapy
Medical Social Worker
Speech Therapy
Music Therapy
Pastoral Care
Holis�c Wellness
Care for all Medical Condi�ons

Break from Stress (Respite) for family and friends
Help when you are working 
When mobility help is needed
Doctor required professional care services
Extra help in medica�on administra�on
In-home adult care

We accept Medicare, 
Medicaid, Private Pay,

VA Benefits, 
Long-Term Care Benefits 

Bonded & Insured

Have Questions?  We have Answers.

When care becomes

PERSONAL 
We’re Proud to be Different

Your own  right at home.personal care

FREE 
4 Hour Trial Offer 

11629 Northland Dr. NE, Suite 300, Rockford, MI 49341, www.mwmemorycare.com  

S P E C I A L

We Care. 
Limit 1 per person.

Skilled Nursing
Home Health Aide Service
Respite Care
Companion Care
Physical Therapy
Occupa�onal Therapy
Speech Therapy
Music Therapy
Medical Social Worker
Pastoral Care
Holis�c Wellness
All Medical Condi�ons� all Ages

New Client 

WE MAKE STAYING AT HOME 
AN AFFORDABLE OPTION

616.863.9999

Medicare. Medicaid. Private Pay. VA Benefits. Long-Term Insurance. Health Insurance.

We’re proud to be different.

Personal  Care  ~ Home  CareHome Health

(with 10 hrs of service)

Licensed. Insured. Bonded.

Call us Today.  
We’ll see you Tomorrow.

COUPON


