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It’s almost Valentine’s Day, and you only have un-
til Monday, February 4, to get your entry in to our 
best lips contest! As always, we want to know who 
has the most luscious lips in Cedar Springs—male 
or female. We’re going to let YOU—the readers—
decide who wins! We will print the finalists in our 
paper next Thursday, February 7. Then readers will 
go online to our website to vote for who they think 
should win. Winners will be announced in our Feb-
ruary 14 edition. See details on page 6.

The Post at 
Disney World

The Steinebach family loves their Post. Last fall we pub-
lished a photo of Curt and Carol Steinebach with the Post 
in Venice, Italy. Their son, Cayden, 8, a third-grader at 
Beach Elementary, really liked that, and made sure to take 
a Post with him when the whole family traveled to Walt 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida earlier this month. 

Here you can see Cayden proudly standing with a Post in 
front of the Space Ball at Epcot. Thanks so much for taking 
us with you, Cayden!

Slush on the side of the road contributed to this accident that sent a 5-year-old Belding boy to the hospital with a head injury. 
Post photo by J. Reed.

Child injured in accident

A 5-year-old boy was sent 
to the hospital with a head 
injury Monday afternoon, 
after the SUV he was riding 
in struck a tree.

The accident occurred 
shortly before 1 p.m. Mon-
day, January 28. According 
to Kent County Sheriff Dep-

uty Brad Mercer, a Belding 
woman was headed north 
on Pine Lake Avenue, in 
Nelson Township, when her 
vehicle left the east side of 
the road and struck a tree.

The woman’s son, a five-
year-old, was unresponsive 
when paramedics arrived 

on the scene, and he was 
transported to the hospital 
by ambulance, with a head 
injury. Aeromed was unable 
to fly.

The driver has been iden-
tified as Amanda Phillips, 
24. Her son is being treated 
for a fractured skull and 

Last Chance 
to pucker up!

Dawn Grisby,  2012 winner

bruised lung. He is expect-
ed to survive.

Police said the woman 
lost control in the slush on 
the side of the road.

Both Sand Lake Fire and 
Rescue and Cedar Springs 
Fire and Rescue assisted at 
the scene.

 

Fire department escorts funeral procession
The Cedar Springs Fire De-

partment and other area fire de-
partments were part of a funeral 
procession Tuesday, for former 
Cedar Springs Firefighter Tony 
(T.D.) Johnson. 

Johnson, 63, of Solon Town-
ship, was a firefighter for 20-
plus years for Cedar Springs, 
and served as assistant fire 
chief. He was also a firefighter 
and first responder for Solon 
Township after he left the Ce-
dar Springs Fire Department. 
He answered his last call, on 
Friday, January 25, when he 
passed away. 

The funeral procession for 
Johnson started at Pederson Fu-
neral Home in Rockford, and 
wound its way through Cedar 
Springs and out to Solon Ceme-
tery. For more details on Tony’s 
life, please see his obituary on 
page 5.

Bellowood Rescue, 
here in Cedar Springs, 
is selling the book 
“Cooking for your dog” 
by Bruce Carlson for 
$10, as a fundraiser for 
their organization...

New credit 
card fees
Jan. 29—Beginning 
this week, West 
Michigan businesses 
are allowed to pass 
along credit card 
interchange feesof up 
to 4 percent...

 page 3

Outdoors
Check out this 
week’s Outdoor 
page, which includes 
winter fishing in 
Michigan - a “reel” 
good time and Rang-
er Steve’s Nature 
Niche - National Bird 
Feeding Month...

 page 11

What better way to 
show love and affec-
tion on Valentine’s 
Day than by sharing 
a delicious gift made 
from the heart?...

Valentine’s 
Day Sweets

 page 6
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Miss Heart of Michigan Dog rescue fundraising 
with doggie cookbook

snowmobile falls 
through ice

Montcalm County Sheriff’s deputies responded to a snow-
mobile accident Saturday afternoon, January 26, on Crystal 
Lake. 

At 3:53 p.m., they received a 911 call that a snowmobile had 
fallen through the ice, approximately 100 yards northeast of 
the island. David Lawrence Johnson, 51,of Woodland, went 
through the ice on his snowmobile. Bystanders threw in a 
rope, and Johnson was pulled from the water. 

Investigation revealed that Johnson was in the water for only 
a few minutes. He was then transported to Carson City Hospi-
tal, where he was treated and released. The water depth at that 
location was estimated to be 20 feet. Arrangements are being 
made to have the snowmobile brought up from the lake bot-
tom. The incident remains under investigation. 

Do you love your dog? Do you have a friend or family mem-
ber who loves their dog? Would you like to help a great cause? 
If you answered yes to any of those questions, you will want 
to snag a copy of “Cooking for your dog” by Bruce Carlson. 
Bellowood Rescue, here in Cedar Springs, is selling the book 
for $10, as a fundraiser for their organization.

This animal rescue, which focuses mainly on dogs, takes in 
sick, abandoned, injured and stray dogs. They feed them, get 
their shots, nurture them back to health, and pay their medical 
bills before adopting them out. Normally fundraising would 
go for medical and other needs, but owner Kim Schreuder said 
they lost their main food source this week (who decided to 
go with another company) and are now scrambling to raise 
money for food for the animals.

The book is 88 pages worth of treats, biscuits, main dishes 
and miscellaneous items that you can make for your dog, that 
are both fun and healthy. There is even a recipe for treats for 
diabetic dogs.

If you’d like to buy a copy, or make any kind of donation, 
please email Kim at xbellowoodx@yahoo.com or call her at 
(616) 696-2846. You can also find Bellowood Rescue on fa-
cebook, and check out their page on the petfinder website at 
http://members.petfinder.com/~MI214/index.html.

Here is an example of a treat from the book:

Veggie Treats
2 Eggs beaten
1c Cooked rice
1c Cooked veggies - Grated or mashed
1tb Chopped Parsley
1c Grated Cheese
1tb Brewer’s Yeast
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Mix all ingredients, well. Drop by teaspoonsful onto a 

greased cookie sheet.
Bake for about 12 minutes or until set and lightly browned.
Cool and store in an airtight container in the refrigerator.

Hannah Ringler, 16 years 
old and a junior at Ce-
dar Springs High School, 
daughter of Paul and Jane 
Ringler, was crowned 
Miss Heart of Michigan’s 
Outstanding Teen 2013 in 
Big Rapids on January 20, 
2013.  

Jane said it was a long but 
memorable day. The pageant 
started at 9 a.m., with inter-
views, and wrapped up at 
6 p.m. Each contestant was 
graded on intelligence, abil-
ity to speak, platform is-
sues, resume information, 
stage presence, talent and 
health and fitness. Hannah 
is a vocalist and performed 
“Over The Rainbow/What 
a Wonderful World” while 
playing a ukulele.  

Hannah has been mentor-
ing youth for several years 
and is a spokesperson for 
open adoption. Her plat-
form is “Mentor A Child 
Today, Improve The World 
Of Tomorrow.” Jane said 
Hannah will continue to 
raise awareness of the im-
portance in mentoring chil-
dren and what a positive 
impact mentoring can have 
on our community.  

“Every child deserves 
positive experiences, sup-
port and encouragement to 
help them grow to be happy, 
healthy and well adjusted 
adults.  Hannah was for-
tunate to have had several 
mentors over the years who 
have helped her become the 
young woman that she is to-
day,” explained her mother.  

Hannah plans to also con-
tinue speaking on behalf 
of open adoption and the 
healthy benefits for adopted 
children associated with 
knowing their birth family, 

medical history and to un-
derstand the reasons behind 
the relinquishment. “So 
many children could be 
offered love and support, 
in addition to what their 
adoptive family provides, 
if they were allowed an 
open adoption,” remarked 
Jane. “There is never too 
much love or support to be 
offered.” She added that 

Hannah has personal ex-
perience with this, being a 
child who has been allowed 
an open adoption and knows 
first hand the advantages.  

Hannah is looking for-
ward to several events and 
speaking engagements dur-
ing her reigning year as 
Miss Heart of Michigan’s 
Outstanding Teen, but most 
of all, she is most excited 

about all the people that 
she will have the oppor-
tunity to meet and those 
children’s lives that she 
may impact. “Hannah 
feels extremely blessed 
and her wish is that all 
children feel good about 
who they are and confi-
dent about where they 
are going,” said Jane.

Over 15,000 FRIENDS
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

Are you ready to use cash?
Watch for new credit card processing fees
From the BBB of Western Michigan

Jan. 29—Beginning this week, West 
Michigan businesses are allowed to pass 
along credit card interchange fees of up to 
4 percent of the total purchase price to their 
customers. Businesses in Michigan and 39 
other states now have the option of adding 
this fee to your cost; however, they may 
only charge the exact amount being charged 
by Visa or MasterCard to them. Typically, 
these charges are between 1.5 and 3 per-
cent. 

If the business does add a check out fee, 
it must be clearly posted near the door of 
a physical store location, or on the website 
if it is a web transaction. Customer receipts 
must also clearly state any additional costs 
to the consumer for using a credit card. 

Debit cards and pre-paid cards are not included in this 
settlement so added charges are still not permitted for using 
those types of cards. 

The ability to pass along their credit card fees to the con-
sumer was made possible through a court-approved settle-
ment in July of 2012. Retailers, 9 major banks, Visa and 
MasterCard entered into this agreement. The settlement 
also included $6.6 billion in cash payments to retailers, 
and a temporary reduction in interchange fees to the mer-
chants. Retailers have been dissatisfied with the expense of 
providing credit card opportunities to their customers.

The Better Business Bureau serving Western Michigan 
recommends that consumers ask about additional costs that 

may be passed along to them by the merchant for using 
their credit card. If possible, have an alternative method 
of payment with you in addition to your Visa or Master-
Card. If a merchant does not follow the rules about alerting 
the consumer to these fees in their store or on their website, 
let the BBB and FTC know about it.

The BBB often recommends using credit cards because 
of the protections they offer you in terms of challenging or 
stopping a payment so you can return defective merchan-
dise or deal with items never received. Credit Cards also 
offer protection against theft and unauthorized use. Those 
protections should be considered in addition to the credit 
card fees in choosing how you shop. 

test your home for radon
January is national radon 
month

Did you know that radon is the leading 
cause of lung cancer among non-smokers? 
The American Lung Association, Centers 
for Disease Control and National Cancer 
Institute all agree that radon is a national 
health problem and encourage radon testing 
of your home.

Radon is naturally occurring in rock and 
soil. It can enter buildings through cracks 
or openings in the foundation of floors and 
walls, around sump openings, or spaces 
around plumbing. It occurs in both new and 
old homes, or houses built over a basement, 
over a crawlspace or built on slab-on-grade. 

Millions of Americans are unknowingly 
exposed to this dangerous gas. In fact, a re-
cent study by Harvard University ranks radon 
as America’s #1 in-home hazard. By taking 
simple steps to test your home for radon and 

small filter in your home for 
about one week, and mail it 
for testing in a pre-paid en-
velope. You can buy this kit 
at the Kent County Health 
Department for just $5. 

DID YOU 
KNOW...

You now can read your local 
newspaper online!!

At Home or Away 
We’re just a click away

www.cedarspringspost.com

fix if necessary, this 
health hazard can be 
avoided. Radon gas is 
not isolated to certain 
geographical areas or 
home types. Radon 
problems have been 
detected in homes 
in every county of 
the U.S. It caused 
more American fa-
talities last year than 
carbon monoxide, 
fires, and handguns 
combined! If a home 
hasn’t been tested for 
radon in the past two 
years, EPA and the 
Surgeon General urge 
you to take action. 

National Radon 
Month, January 2013, 
is a good time to assess 
your home to deter-
mine whether repairs 
are necessary and to 
learn more about the 
dangers of this odorless, in-
visible gas and its effects on 
the body. 

The only way to know if 
there is radon in your home 
is to test for it. Just hang a 

Pick one up at 700 Fuller 
Ave., NE, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49503 or call them at 
616-632-6900. 

Visit www.radonmonth.
org for more info.

Radon caused more 
American fatalities 

last year than carbon 
monoxide, fires, and 
handguns combined!



T h e Cedar Springs Post 
w e l - comes letters of up 
t o 350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves 
the right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, 
accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be 
accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime 
phone number. We use this information to verify the letter’s 
authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowl-
edge letters we do not use. Email to news@cedarsprings-
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From the Pulpit Voices / Views

LegaL 
NOTICe

TOWNSHIP 
OF SOLON
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PROPOSED COMMUNITY 

BLOCK GRANT FUNDING FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2013 TO 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on February 12, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., the Solon 
Township Board will hold a public hearing at the 
Solon Township Hall, 2305 - 19 Mile Road, within 
the Township, to hear and consider comments 
regarding the proposed use of community block 
grant funds for the 2013 – 2014 fiscal year.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated:  January 31, 2013  
SOLON TOWNSHIP

 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30AM • 6:00PM

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g
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From thePulpit

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.

MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
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gSunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages 9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services 11:00AM & 6:00PM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 10:30AM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise 6:30PM
BLAST - Wednesdays during school year 6:15-7:45PM
Student Mentoring - Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-6:00PM

Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

BLAST

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F I R S
b a p t i s t  c h u rc h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m. WORSHIP
10:15 a.m. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

for all ages (infant-adult)
11:30 a.m. WORSHIP

SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED ALL MORNING

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

For information on 
Sabbath Services contact 

Bruce Chapman at 616-636-9209

is affiliated with...







COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 
Pastor: Robert Eckert

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10 AM

Bible Study: 11:15 AM Monday

Enhance Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

CHURCH OF THE FULL GOSPEL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

Pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Sundays @ 9:45 & 11:15 AM
135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs | 616.696.2970

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday

Advertise your Church here...
Call the POST @ 616-696-3655

for details

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

Sunday

Wednesday
Bible Study ~ 3:00pm & 

6:00pm

Worship Service ~ 10:30am
Prayer Group ~ 3:30pm
Evening Worship ~ 6:00pm

Pastor - Jim Alblas
3110 17 Mile Rd. 

(1 mile west of the freeway)

www.pioneercrc.org
(616) 696-9120

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Monday
GEMS Club ~ 7pm
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is online @ www.cedarspringspost.com
Church Connection

Pastor Mike Shiery
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH

WEST PINE ST. • CEDAR SPRINGS • 696-1021

THE GOD WHO SPEAKS TO OUR TIMES
Danny Diliwenava, former sports announcer from California, sometimes 

related the following story. 
One night, Danny invited a young baseball player for the Los Angeles 

Dodgers over to his house for dinner. Danny and the ballplayer were sit-
ting in the living room talking while their wives finished putting together 
dinner in the kitchen. All of a sudden, the young ballplayer’s infant son 
began crying. 

Over her shoulder, the ballplayer’s wife said, “Change the baby.”
The ballplayer was a bit embarrassed and replied, “What do you mean 

change the baby? I’m a ballplayer, that’s not my line of work.”
The young wife whipped around, placed both hands on her hips, and she 

communicated!
She said, “Look buster, you lay the diaper out like a diamond, you put 

second base on home plate, put the baby’s bottom on the pitcher’s mound, 
hook up first and third, you slide home underneath, and if it starts to rain, 
the game ain’t called, you start all over again.” 

In many ways respects the days in which we live are dark and diffi-
cult times -- times fomenting with changes and challenges. These are days 
when we need clear communication from someone who knows not only 
the questions but likewise the answers. While we face distressing circum-
stances, we do not need to be discouraged. We are not left alone without a 
voice. The God of Heaven is still speaking and He speaks to our day and 
to our times. 

God is speaking to the problem of insecurity. “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” (Psalm 46:1 NKJV) The Psalmist 
is saying that our refuge is not in man-made institutions like government 
or even in military might but in God. Violent changes may come, our tall 
buildings may tumble into dust and our dreams may be shattered, but our 
refuge is in God! The voice we just read teaches us that God is existent, He 
is infinite, and He is present. 

Then we notice that God speaks to the problem of insufficiency. “There 
is a river whose streams shall make glad the City of God, the holy place 
of the tabernacle of the Most High. God is in the midst of her.” (Psalm 
46:4-5a NKJV) 

We can’t make it on our own strength--but there is a river of God’s pres-
ence flowing for us and in His presence we find a provision for fullness. 
Ephesians 5:18 tells us to “Be filled with the Spirit.” (NKJV) If there is any 
emptiness on our part, it is not because of any insufficiency on God’s part. 
God is ready to pour His presence upon us, but often the channels become 
clogged. Too many of us are running on empty. We are not demonstrating 
the sufficiency of His grace. 

There is also a provision for freshness in God’s presence. Rivers can be a 
source of joy and great blessing. Are you a vibrant and happy person? You 
can be. God is speaking to our times, let Him speak to you. And once He 
speaks be sure to follow His instructions: “For there is no other way to be 
happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

RICHARD EARL WELSH
Richard Earl Welsh, 69 of Kent City, died 
Saturday, January 26, 2013 at Metron of Cedar 
Springs. Mr. Welsh was born March 23, 1943 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan the son of Marion 
and Opal (Funk) Welsh. He enjoyed playing 
the harmonica, had a huge sense of humor and 
was a very caring person. He was a member 
of the Sparta Senior Center. Surviving are his 
sister, Lois VanWyk; children, Melody Parker, 
Kathy Welsh, Sonya Breen, Jeffrey Welsh, 
Timothy Welsh, Mandalyn Richardson, Jason 
Welsh; many grandchildren and nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, brother, Robert Welsh; sisters, Edith 
McCallum and Dorothy Cazier. Cremation 
has taken place. A memorial luncheon will be 
held at the Sparta Moose Lodge on Saturday, 
February 16 at 3:00 pm for all friends and 
family who wish to attend. Private interment 
will take place in Solon Township Cemetery. 
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs.
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DAWN E. (COVEY) HEIM
Feb. 1, 1946 – Jan. 31, 1998

In loving memory Dawn, who passed 
away on January 31, 1998, it doesn’t seem 
possible that it has been 15 years ago.

Dear Dawn,
It broke our hearts to say “Goodbye” to one 
we love so much. You put up a long and 
courageous battle with cancer, oh how you 
suffered yet hid it from all of us. You always 
showed love in spite of the pain and wore a 
beautiful smile. You touched everyone you 
came in contact with – oh what a precious, 
beautiful, spirit you were. Every day in some 
small way memories of you come our way.
Your time on earth was far too short – oh, 
how we miss you.

Sadly missed by your loving husband Butch 
(Dennis), daughters, Michelle & Tracy and 

families.

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations
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*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
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MELVIN 
A. “RASS” 

BRANHAM
Melvin A. “Rass” 
Branham, age 81, of 
Gowen, passed on 
Thursday, January 
24, 2013 at United 
Memorial Hospital. He 
was born on March 2, 
1931 in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, the son of 
Hobart & Mary (Hall) 
Branham. On May 20, 1967, he married the former Loretta 
Sizemore and she survives in addition to 3 daughters, 
Brenda Craigmyle of Grand Rapids, Tina Hansen of Cedar 
Springs, Teresa Branham of Sevierville, Tennessee; 5 sons, 
Robert (Marty) Jackson of Cedar Springs, Verne & Barb 
Branham of Cedar Springs, Tom & Christina Branham 
of  Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, Robert (Bobby) Branham of 
Grand Rapids and Melvin (MJ) Branham of Sevierville, 
Tennessee; plus 20 grandchildren; 22 great grandchildren; 1 
sister, Nadine & Tommy Bagwell of Tennessee; and several 
nieces and nephews including Pam & Craig Bilski, Karen 
Holmes, Rita Holmes and Gay (Starr) Holmes. Melvin 
was preceded in death by his parents, several brothers and 
sisters and several brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law. A 
longtime resident of the Cedar Springs area, Melvin was 
a retired tool & die worker. In keeping with the family’s 
wishes, cremation will take place and a memorial service 
will be held on Saturday March 2 at Noon. Cedar Creek 
Community Church, 2969 14 Mile Rd., Sparta. There will 
be no visitation held. The Simpson Family Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the Branham family with care and 
compassion. To leave an online message of condolence, 
please go to www.simpsonfamilyfuneralhomes.com

TONY “TD” 
JOHNSON

Mr. Tony “TD” 
Johnson, age 63, of 
Cedar Springs, passed 
away on Friday, 
January 25, 2013. He 
was a 1968 graduate 
of Cedar Springs 
High School where 
he lettered in football 
(in both defensive 
and offensive). Tony 
learned the value of hard work from his parents who owned 
a lumber company. During the Vietnam War, he was a 
member of the Navy Seabees. After the service, Tony built 
a business, TD Johnson Lumber Company, that he operated 
and loved for 30+ years. In 1995 his sawmill burned, and 
he then worked as a consultant in the lumber business in 
Russia. For 21 years he was assistant Fire Chief for the City 
of Cedar Springs and also was a firefighter and member of 
the first responders for Solon Township. Tony was a man 
of great courage, a great story teller, and a member of the 
informal round table at various breakfast sites in Cedar 
Springs. He and Mary enjoyed sharing time together, going 
to flea markets, and trips to the family cabin in the UP. Tony 
enjoyed hunting with his son and Al Kensil who went to 
Alaska for hunting. Tony was a member of the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles in Sand Lake and the V.F.W. in Howard City. 
He is survived by “the wife”, Mary; son, Bradley (Amanda) 
Johnson; granddaughter, Kailien and the most anticipated 
arrival of Korrah in March; brother and sister, Michael and 
Pearl Johnson, and Penelope and Reggie Hoover; his life 
long friend, Al Kensil; and his beloved dog, Sam. Tony was 
preceded in death by his brother, Bradley in 1951, and his 
parents, Donald and Susanna Johnson. The Johnson family 
would like to extend their heartfelt thank you to the Three 
Blue Staff at Grand Rapids Veterans Home and Heartland 
Hospice for the love, care, and compassion given to Tony. 
The Service for Mr. Johnson was held Tuesday at 1:00 
p.m. at Pederson Funeral Home with Pastor Darryl Miller 
officiating. Military honors will be under the auspices of 
the Kent County Veterans Honor Guard. Those planning an 
expression of sympathy are asked to consider the Friends 
of Michigan Veterans Homes, Inc., PO Box 150251, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49515. Relatives and friends met the family at 
the Pederson Funeral Home on Monday from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford www.
pedersonfuneralhome.com

NORMA 
RANDALL

Norma Randall, age 83, 
of Howard City, passed 
away January 24, 2013 
at her residence. She 
was born March 1, 
1929 in Grand Rapids 
the daughter of  Ross 
and Alice (Scott) 
Cady. Norma loved 
flowers, gardening 
and watching birds. 
She was a member of the Howard City Ladies Auxiliary. 
Surviving are six sons Kerry (Penny) of Howard City, 
Daniel (Mary) of Sand Lake, Eugene (Darlene) of East 
Jordan, Michael of Kalamazoo, Eric of Howard City, Donald 
(Jane) of Howard City; four daughters, Paulette Merritt 
of Howard City, Patricia (Dick) Schutter of New Castle, 
Mary (Gary) Poortvliet of Bitely, Susan Potts (fiance Tim 
Fiebig) of Comstock Park; 55 grandchildren; and 56 great 
grandchildren; one sister Yvonne Spaans of Grand Rapids; 
and many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her husband in 1993; and one brother and one sister. 
Memorial services took place on Tuesday, January 29, 2013 
at 1:00 p.m. at the Heckman Funeral Home with Pastor 
Brad Brillhart officiating, with burial in the North Ensley 
Cemetery. Friends met at the funeral home on Tuesday 
from 11:00 a.m. until the time of services. Arrangements by 
Heckman Funeral Home, Howard City
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BRANT ANDERSON
Brant Anderson, age 
29, of Pierson, passed 
away on Monday, 
January 28, 2013, from 
injuries he sustained in 
an automobile accident. 
As a youngster growing 
up in Pierson, he loved 
the outdoors, including 
fishing, hunting, or 
just being in the fields. 
His sister was his best 
friend. In 2002 he 
graduated from Tri-
County High School, 
and while in school, he helped with the farm and bailed hay. 
His first truck was brown and yellow that he dearly loved, 
including the special name of “poop truck.” After high 
school he worked for Mellema Electric and then attended 
Baker College to become a Paramedic. Brant worked 
as a Paramedic for Montcalm County, AMR, and Life 
Ambulance. Later, he changed careers and then worked as 
a Supervisor for Lean Production Company. He was a giant 
who left footprints of being a gentle, compassionate person 
who had a special love for his son, family, and kids of all 
ages. He was a member of the Sand Lake Eagles. Brant is 
survived by his son, Liam and his fiancee, Samantha Harris; 
mother, Cindy Anderson; father, Dean Anderson and his 
wife, Julie; sister, Shanna and James Kuiper; nieces, Aubrey 
and Rielly; grandparents, Mrs. Mary Jo Roberts, and Duane 
and Marilyn Anderson; great-grandmother, Blanch Blow; 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. He was preceded in death by his 
grandfather, Donald Roberts. The service for Brant will be 
Saturday at 1:00 p.m. at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 180 
Northland Drive, Sand Lake, with Pastor Aaron Spratling 
officiating. Interment in Sand Lake Cemetery. Those 
planning an expression of sympathy are asked to consider 
the needs of the family. Relatives and friends may meet with 
the family at the Pederson Funeral Home on Friday from 2 
to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Arrangements by The Pederson Funeral 
Home, Rockford www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

BERNARD L. 
CAVNER

Mr. Bernard L. Cavner, 
age 85, of Cedar 
Springs, passed away 
on Tuesday, January 
29, 2013. He grew up 
near Kent Country 
Club on the northeast 
side of Grand Rapids. 
Bernard was a 1945 
graduate of Creston 
High School where he 
sang in the school choir. 
Immediately after he got that letter from Uncle Sam that said, 
“I need you,” he enlisted in the US Navy and served during 
the Korean War. After the service, Bernard met Audrey 
Jean Smith at his family home. They had a loving courtship 
for a few years, and then he asked her to marry him at her 
folk’s home in Shelbyville, MI. Bernard worked as a Power 
House Engineer at Diesel Equipment for over 30 years. In 
his free time he enjoyed woodworking and was an avid 
reader. Both he and Audrey enjoyed being with their family, 
traveling, watching birds, and wintering in McAllen, TX. 
He loved his family and enjoyed every moment with them, 
including the times at Wilderness State Park. He was a Life 
Member of the Rockford Masonic Lodge #246 F&AM. The 
Cavner family would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Metron of Cedar Springs and Hospice of MI for the love, 
care, and compassion given to Bernie. Bernard is survived 
by his wife Audrey; children, Gary and Holly Cavner, Pat 
and Lori Cavner, Roberta and Paul Shiels; 7 grandchildren, 
Stuart (Kristy) Cavner, Courtney (Chad) English, Jason 
(Brooke) Cavner, Amber Cavner, Derek and Adrienne 
Shiels, Craig and Jennifer Shiels, Kimberly Shiels; 9 great-
grandchildren; brothers, Dale (Elaine) Cavner, Bob (Kay) 
Cavner, Donald (Sharon) Cavner, Ron (Evelyn) Cavner; 
sister-in-law, Mrs. Nena Cavner. He was preceded in death 
by his brother, Wayne. The Service for Mr. Cavner will be 
Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at the Pederson Funeral Home with 
Pastor Larry Rowland officiating. Military honors will be 
under the auspices of the Kent County Veterans Honor 
Guard. Those planning an expression of sympathy are asked 
to consider Hospice of MI, 989 Spaulding Ave., SE, Ada, 
MI 49301. Relatives and friends may meet with the family 
at the funeral home on Saturday from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Arrangements by The Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford 
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com
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Arts/entertAinmentsports / OuTdOOrS

Patsy’s Hair Place
37 4th St. • Sand Lake  (Behind Wesco)

616-636-4500

Must present coupon • Not valid with any other offers  Expires 2/28/13

SPECIAL
FOR2Patsy’s 

$20

SPECIAL
FOR2 $20Patsy’s Pick 2: 

• Haircut
• Eyebrow or lip wax
• Redken/Argan Oil 

deep conditioning
• Full Style/Blow Out

• Malibu hard water 
treatment

• Shampoo & Set
• Redken Gloss 
 treatment

Visit our
Barber Shop!

ALL Haircuts 
include
“FREE” 

Straight Razor 
neck clean-up!

DON’T FORGETLadies Day Thursdays!

HOURS: M/F 9-5
T/TH 9-7

W 9-8
SAT 9-NOON

OPEN 
LATE!

It’s Time for the 

Big Game!

Come to our 
FOOTBALL FRIDAY 

CELEBRATION 
FEB. 1, 2013

Free Appetizers 
+ sign up for our 

BIG GAME DRAWING!

FEB. 1, 2013
FOOTBALL FRIDAY

$8 Haircuts
for 

Everyone!
All Day - 2/1/13 Only

20% OFF
$1099 Large 

1 Topping 
Pizza

ANY Pizza

Hours:  Tues.-Sat. 4pm-10pm
Sun. 4pm-9pm | Mon. CLOSED

THE ORIGINAL STEIN BROTHERS PIZZA

THE ORIGINAL STEIN BROTHERS PIZZA

696-4455
Gourm� World Cl� Pizza 

Ex
pir

es
 2/

28
/2

01
3

Ex
pir

es
 2/

28
/2

01
3

by Hometown 
People

SAND LAKE
Bay Leaf

Books
49 E. Lake St.

Sand Lake
www.bayleafbooks.com

3RD ANNUAL

FEBRUARY 8TH & 9TH, 2013
Hometown

Pizza
46 Lake St.
Sand Lake

616-636-5161

Independent 
Bank

5 S. Third St.
Sand Lake

616-636-8881

Mystic 
Emporium

17 E. Lake St.
Sand Lake

616-745-3841

The 
PoSt

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs 

616-696-3655

Sand Lake
oil & Lube

91 N. Third St.
Sand Lake

616-636-5250

Sand Lake
Thrifty treasures

53 E. Lake St.
Sand Lake

616-636-5430

tri-County
Body Shop
69 Northland Dr.

Sand Lake

616-636-5341

WINtERFESt
EVENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
FRIDAY, 2/8/13
PINEWOOD DERBY – VFW HALL IN DOWNTOWN SAND LAKE.  REGISTRATION AT 6 PM – RACING 
STARTS AT 7 PM.  CLASSES WILL BE BY AGE: 0-6 YEARS, 7-9 YEARS, 10-13 YEARS, ADULT AND AN 
OPEN CLASS.  TROPHIES WILL BE AWARDED.  OPEN TO ALL – FREE EVENT TO RACE.  STANDARD 5 
OZ BSA RULES APPLY.  PINEWOOD CAR KITS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE SAND LAKE AUTO PARTS 
FOR $6 OR THEY CAN BE PURCHASED FROM HOBBY LOBBY.
ICE SKATING IN THE PARK – WEATHER PERMITTING – FROM 7 PM TO 9 PM.
TRIVIA CONTEST AT THE SAND BAR FROM 7 PM TO 9 PM.  DRINK SPECIALS.
SATURDAY, 2/9/13
PANCAKE BREAKFAST AT VFW HALL 7:30 AM TO 10:30 AM – ADULTS-$6, SENIORS-$5, AGE 10 & 
UNDER-$3, OR A FAMILY-$20.
ICE FISHING CONTEST – ENTRY FEE – ADULTS-$10, AGES 12 & UNDER-FREE.  TROPHIES & PRIZES-
100% PAYBACK.
SNOWMAN MAKING CONTEST – 8 AM TO 11 AM – JUDGING AT 11 AM – BRING YOUR OWN ACCES-
SORIES.  FUN FAMILY EVENT.
OUTHOUSE RACE – 11:30 AM REGISTRATION – 12 PM RACING STARTS.  5TH ST AT OAK.  GRIFF AP-
PEARANCE.
HOT DOG EATING CONTEST – 2 PM AT THE VFW HALL.  $5 ENTRY FEE.
PHOTO CONTEST – VFW HALL.  4 PM TO 7 PM – JUDGING AT 7 PM.  
KARAOKE – SAND BAR 4 PM TO ?  DRINK SPECIALS.
ICE SKATING IN THE PARK – WEATHER PERMITTING – FROM 12 PM TO 9 PM.
BOOK SALE ALL WEEKEND AT THE SAND LAKE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, FULL SCHEDULE, RULES, WAIVERS, AND REGISTRATION FORMS 

PLEASE GO TO THE SAND LAKE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WEBSITE: 
WWW.SANDLAKECHAMBEROFCOMMERCE.COM

 *Some events are weather permitting.

THE 20TH ANNUAL “BEST LIPS” CONTEST

Time to 
            pucker up!
Do you have the most luscious lips 

in Cedar Springs? 
Enter our contest and �nd out! 

Using RED lipstick, make an imprint of your lips on WHITE paper 
and �ll out entry form below and send both to: 

Best Lips Contest 
The Cedar Springs Post 

PO Box 370 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

 or drop it o� to us at 36 E. Maple Street
DEADLINE IS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 AT 5:00 P.M.

Must be at least 16 to enter. 

YOU BE THE JUDGE
VOTE ONLINE FOR YOUR FAVORITE LIPS!

Finalists will be printed in the February 7th edition of The POST 
and YOU, the community, will vote online at 

www.cedarspringspost.com to choose your favorite lips! 
Winners will be featured in the February 14th edition of The POST. 

BEST LIPS ENTRY FORM

NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY__________________________STATE_____ZIP CODE_______
PHONE____________________________________ AGE_________

(Family Features) What bet-
ter way to show love and affec-
tion on Valentine’s Day than by 
sharing a delicious gift made 
from the heart? A sweet treat is 
the perfect way to say “I love 
you” to the important people in 
your life. 

A national survey by Wilton 
found that a quarter of women 
under age 55 bake as part of 
their Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion. And although women typi-
cally spend less than men on 
Valentine’s Day gifts, they 
give to more people in their 
lives – including a spouse or 
boyfriend, children, extended 
family, friends and co-workers. 
Among the most popular treats 
to prepare and share are cook-
ies, cakes and cupcakes.

Try these tips from Wilton and get ready to 
bake to your heart’s content.

Let your love take shape with the Valentine 
Cookie Pan; heart shapes and thoughtful say-
ings like “Be Mine” will surely make that spe-
cial someone know how much you care. 

Go for a dip and jazz up everyday cookies 
by giving them a chocolate dunk and sprinkle 
toppings. 

Show your true colors and surprise your 
sweetie by filling the center of a yellow cupcake 
with pink or red batter. It’s easy to do with the 
new Two Tone Cupcake Pan.

dress up with baking cups and picks, which 
are the ideal accessories for your cupcakes; red 
gingham or pink polka dot baking cups adds 
festive flair.

Sweep ‘em off their feet with a stylish pre-
sentation – pretty patterned window boxes and 
heart shaped bags are the perfect way to present 
your Valentine treats.

Sweetheart Surprise Cupcakes
Gingham Baking Cups
2 packages (16.5-18.25 oz. ea.) white cake 

mix
Eggs, oil and water to prepare mixes
Red-Red and Rose Icing Colors

1 can (16 oz.) White Ready-To-Use Decorator 
Icing

Micro Hearts, Fill Your Heart Mix, Chocolate 
Hearts Mix or Valentine Nonpareils Sprinkles or 
Red or Pink Sugars

Preheat oven to 350°F. Place baking cups into 
standard muffin pan from the Two-Tone Cup-
cake Pan kit. 

Prepare white cake mix following package in-
structions. Remove about 1-1/2 cups batter from 
bowl; divide into 2 smaller bowls. Tint one small-
er bowl of batter red, the other rose.  

Place cupcake insert into first row of baking 
cups; fill center 2/3 full with red or rose batter. 
Fill remaining cup 2/3 full with white batter. Re-
move insert; wash and dry. Repeat with remain-
ing baking cups.

Bake 18 to 20 minutes or until cake tester or 
toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. 
Cool cupcakes in pan on cooling grid 5 minutes. 
Remove from pan; cool completely. Repeat with 
remaining batter.

Tint portions of icing red and rose; reserve 
some white. Pipe tip 1M or tip 12 icing swirl onto 
cooled cupcakes. Add sprinkles or sugars.

Makes about 24 cupcakes.
For more Valentine’s Day recipes, baking tips 

and gift inspiration, visit www.wilton.com. 

Score big 

with these game day entertaining tips
(BPT) - With football and basketball season in full swing, 

it’s the perfect time to invite family and friends over to root 
on the home team. Hosting a crowd-pleasing party can be 
simple with a little preparation. Score big with these simple 
game day entertaining tips.

*Create a game plan. Organize the menu ahead of time so 
you’re not scrambling to finish everything at the last min-
ute. Tackle recipes that can be made prior to the big event, 
and prep any ingredients so they’re ready to cook on the 
day of the party.

*Block extra mess and stress. Finger foods are a great 
way to reduce utensil and dish use. Look to serve items 
that can be eaten in one bite, and set out napkins for party 
guests to use.

*Score with decor. Print out team logos and glue or tape 
to cups. Purchase green or yellow felt fabric—green to 
evoke a football field, yellow to evoke the hardwood of a 
basketball court—from the local craft store to use as a table-
cloth. Tie team-colored ribbon bows on your door-knocker, 
around lamp shades or any other object you can think of, to 
show your team spirit.

*Snack sack. Pick foods that are easy to make and fit with 
the overall game theme. Save time and money by using 

household staples as ingre-
dients, like Pringles crisps. 
These quick and easy Load-
ed Twice-Baked Taters are 
sure to be a fan favorite.

Loaded Twice-
Baked Taters

Ingredients:
2 6.38-ounce cans of 
Pringles Loaded Baked 
Potato flavor
1-1/2 cup skim milk
1 egg
1 slice of American cheese
Sour cream, dried chives and bacon bits, for garnish
Directions:
Heat oven to 350 F. Place one 6.38-ounce can of Pringles 

Loaded Baked Potato crisps in a food processor and pulse 
until well crushed. Add milk, egg and cheese into mixture 
and puree until well mixed.

Take Pringles from remaining can and place 48 crisps on 

a cookie sheet with the curve of the crisp facing up, and 
edges facing down. With a very small spoon, place a round-
ed scoop onto each crisp. Bake in the oven for about 15 
minutes.

Remove and let cool for about 5 minutes before serving. 
Add a dollop of sour cream and sprinkle with dried chives 
and bacon bits. Serve immediately.

LAst CHAnCe to enter
Share Sweets from the Heart this Valentine’s Day

Add some New Orleans flavor to your game day recipes

(BPT) - When it 
comes to planning for 
the big football game 
in New Orleans this 
year, instead of turn-
ing to grease-heavy 
and heartburn-induc-
ing foods, why not 
consider some tasty 
and healthier op-
tions that will have 
everyone giving you 
a high score for food 
options?

New Orleans-
based executive chef 
Tory McPhail, of the 
iconic Commander’s 
Palace restaurant, 
has the perfect New 
Orleans-style recipe incor-
porating pistachios into 
your menu. Pistachios are a 
great snack, and, better yet, 
they’re what athletes turn to 
when it comes to peak per-
formance.

Director of Sports Nutri-
tion at USC, Becci Twom-
bley, recommends snacking 
with a purpose. “On the big 
day, people are snacking 
and eating more, so why not 
consider snacking on some-
thing like pistachios that 
provides you with added 
nutrients,” asks Twombley. 
Add protein-rich snacks, 
like one ounce of pistachios, 
which contains six grams of 
protein, to help you feel full 
faster.

Whether you’re a pro ath-
lete or are calling the shots 

side,” says McPhail. Look-
ing for additional game 
day recipe ideas or want to 
pair your pistachios with a 
drink?-Visit the American 
Pistachio Growers’ web-
site at www.AmericanPis-
tachios.org to find out how 
your game day snacks can 
go from boring to gourmet, 
but don’t fret - even a nov-
ice in the kitchen can make 
this recipe.

Creole Black Skillet Pis-
tachios:

Ingredients:
2 tablespoons veg-

etable oil
2 tablespoons garlic, 

minced
2-tablespoons Louisi-

ana hot sauce, such as 
Crystal Hot Sauce or 
Tabasco

1 tablespoons Worces-
tershire sauce

2 tablespoons bour-
bon

1 pound-salt-roasted 
pistachios in the shell

1 tablespoons black 
pepper

2 teaspoons creole 
seasoning blend

2 tablespoons sugar
Directions:
Bring all your pre-

measured-ingredients close 
to the stove, since this rec-
ipe goes really quickly and 
takes only about 30 seconds 
of cooking. Place a medi-
um-size cast-iron skillet on 
the stove over medium-high 
heat for 3 minutes or until 
hot and starting to smoke. 
Add the oil to the black 
skillet and swirl across the 
bottom to coat. Add the 
garlic and swirl until the 
garlic starts to turn golden 
brown. Immediately add 
the hot sauce and Worces-
tershire and shake to reduce 
by half. 

Pull the pan away from 
the stove, deglaze with the 
bourbon-and swirl while re-
turning to the stove; flambe 
by lighting the bourbon-
sauce mixture with a match 

from the sofa, don’t let what 
you eat during the big day 
throw you off-course for 
the new year. Enter pista-
chios, your guilt-free solu-
tion; they are high in pro-
tein, lowest in fat among 
all nuts and low in calories. 
Looking for an added bo-
nus? You’ll actually eat less 
because the act of shelling 
pistachios slows you down 
and allows you to feel full 
before you’ve downed a 
whole bag.

Take your guests by sur-
prise and add some New 
Orleans flair into your dish-
es. “Eat your pistachios like 
we would eat our crawfish, 
by first tasting the shell and 
all to get the seasoning, then 
peeling off the shell to get 
the crunchy pistachio in-

to burn off the alcohol. 
When the fire goes out and 
the sauce is reduced, add the 
pistachios and-shake in the 
black pepper, creole season-
ing and sugar while tossing 
the pan to coat evenly. Re-
move the pistachios from 
the skillet; immediately put 
in a serving bowl so the sea-
soning doesn’t become too 
dark or bitter.



Gratitude
A post office employee had the job of processing all the mail 

that had illegible addresses. One day a letter came through his 
hands addressed in shaky handwriting to God, with no actu-
al address. He thought he should open it to see what it was 
about.

The letter read:
“Dear God,
I am an 87-year-old widow living on a very small pension. 

Yesterday someone stole my purse. It had $100 in it, which 
was all the money I had until my next pension check. I invited 
two friends over for Christmas dinner next week. Without that 
money, I have nothing to buy food with. I have no family to 
turn to and you are my only hope. Can you please help me?

Sincerely, Edna”
The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter to the 

other workers. Each dug into his or her wallet and came up 
with a few dollars. By the time he made the rounds, he had 
collected $96. They put the money into an envelope and sent 
it to the woman. All the rest of the day the workers felt a warm 
glow, thinking of Edna and the dinner she’d be able to share 
with her friends.

Christmas came and went. A few days later, another letter 
arrived at the post office from the same old lady, addressed 
to God. All the workers gathered around while the letter was 
opened. It read:

“Dear God,
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me? 

Because of your gift of love, I was able to fix a glorious dinner 
for my friends. We had a very nice day and I told them of your 
wonderful gift. By the way, there was $4 missing. I think it 
was those guys at the post office.”
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Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

MythS - continues on page 9

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

CLASSIC KELLY’S

HHometownometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment

KENT THEATRE
Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

FEB. 8-10

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

FEBRUARY  1 • 2 • 3

Tickets 
ONLY $3.00

COMING 
SOON

Upcoming Movies

Live on 
Stage

SHOWTIMES: 
FRI., FEB. 1: 7PM

SAT., FEB. 2: 3PM • 7PM
SUN., FEB. 3: 1PM • 5PM

SPECIAL 
SHOWTIMES

Northtown Greenville
(616) 754-6101

10% to 50% OFF

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance

Larry’s 
Delivery 
Available

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6, Fri. 9-7

TAX REFUND SALE
Our Everyday Low Price 

On Selected Items 
Throughout the Store!

LAY AWAY NOW
& Pay Later with

Tax Refund

Gift 
Certificates

Layaway 
Available

McBride Accounting, Inc.

616-696-1599

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Marilyn McBride ..............46 years exp.
Robin Curtiss ..................34 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm • Evenings By Appt.
Sat. 9am-4pm • Sunday by appt.Walk-ins welcome

We are a Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting Inc.

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEPENDING ON DATE FILED

ACTION
TAX

SERVICE
MONEY CONCEPTS

10271 NORTHLAND DRIVE • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

Expert Affordable
Tax Help

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning
Out-of-State Returns • Quality Service

Bookkeeping • Payroll
Experienced Personnel

10 Mile Rd.
to Grand Rapids

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

D & W
Plaza

North Rockford
Middle School

ROCKFORD

OUR
LOCATION

x
13 Mile Rd.

N Call Now for an Appointment 

866-4704
National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

JERRY COON

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses

Partnerships • Corporations

—Accepting New Clients—

Voices / Views

IRS to accept returns claiming 
education credits by mid-February

WA S H I N G TO N — A s 
preparations continue for 
the Jan. 30 opening of the 
2013 filing season for most 
taxpayers, the Internal Rev-
enue Service announced 
today that processing of tax 
returns claiming education 
credits would begin by the 
middle of February. 

Taxpayers using Form 
8863, Education Credits, 
can begin filing their tax 
returns after the IRS up-
dates its processing sys-
tems. Form 8863 is used to 
claim two higher education 
credits—the American Op-
portunity Tax Credit and the 
Lifetime Learning Credit.

The IRS emphasized that 
the delayed start will have 
no impact on taxpayers 
claiming other education-
related tax benefits, such as 
the tuition and fees deduc-

tion and the student loan 
interest deduction. People 
otherwise able to file and 
claiming these benefits can 
start filing Jan. 30.

As it does every year, the 
IRS reviews and tests its 
systems in advance of the 
opening of the tax season to 
protect taxpayers from pro-
cessing errors and refund 
delays. The IRS discovered 
during testing that program-
ming modifications are 
needed to accurately pro-
cess Form 8863. Filers who 
are otherwise able to file but 
use the Form 8863 will be 
able to file by mid-February. 
No action needs to be tak-
en by the taxpayer or their 
tax professional. Typically 
through the mid-February 
period, about 3 million tax 
returns include Form 8863, 
less than a quarter of those 

filed during the year.
The IRS remains on track 

to open the tax season on 
Jan. 30 for most taxpay-
ers. The Jan. 30 opening 
includes people claiming 
the student loan interest de-
duction on the Form 1040 

tAx time tips

series or the higher educa-
tion tuition or fees on Form 
8917, Tuition and Fees 
Deduction. Forms that will 
be able to be filed later are 
listed on IRS.gov.

Updated information will 
be posted on IRS.gov.

tAx time 
tips
is online @

www.
cedarspringspost.com

daddy daughter dance
Feb. 2: The 9th Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 2, at Cedar Springs Middle School. Doors open 
at 6:15pm and dance begins at 7. Tickets must be pre-purchased. 
Cost for a couple is $15, for a group of three is $18, and a group of 
four or more $20. Tickets on sale at Cedar Springs Public Schools 
district office (Hilltop) from 8am-4pm Thursday and Friday, and 
at Cedar Springs Middle School from 6-9 p.m. on Thursday.

rockford rebels 12u Tryouts
Feb. 2: The Rockford Rebels 12u baseball team will be holding a 
tryout for remaining roster positions on the 2013 travel baseball 
team. Tryouts will be Saturday, February 2 at 3pm at the Rebels 
Training Facility located at 9330 Belding Rd., Rockford. To 
register and for more information, contact Micah Braman at 616-
232-8422 or email: braman1mj@cmich.edu. #4,5p

Archery at red Flannel rod & Gun Club
Feb. 7: Come to the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club on Thursdays 
starting February 7 through March 28 at 7pm. 7463 – 18 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs. #5,6p 

Help Promote Literacy!
Feb. 7: The Literacy Center of West Michigan, 1120 Monroe 
Ave. NW, Suite 240, Grand Rapids, has scheduled an information 
session on Thursday, February 7 for prospective volunteer tutors. 
This session is held at 6:30pm and lasts one hour. It allows interested 
persons in becoming volunteer tutors to find out more about the 

Center and its literacy programs. At the end of the session, there 
will be an opportunity to sign up for tutor training. Please call us at 
616-459-5151 (ex. 10) to register. #5

Winterfest
Feb. 8-9: The Sand Lake Winterfest will take place on Friday, 
February  8 and Saturday, February 9. Pinewood derby, ice skating 
in the park, ice fishing contest, outhouse race, snowman contest, 
hot dog eating contest and more. For a full schedule of events 
please visit www.sandlakechamberofcommerce.com. #5

Lost on the Lady Elgin
Feb. 11: Valerie van Heest, award-wining author and member of 
the Women Diver’s Hall of Fame, discusses the Lake Michigan 
sinking of the Lady Elgin in 1860. Monday, February 11 at 6:30 
pm. Sand Lake/ Nelson Township KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #5

Spring 2013 Soccer registration
Feb. 12: Spring 2013 Soccer Registration for American Youth 
Soccer Organization (AYSO) is Feb. 12, 14 and 20 at Beach 
Elementary School on the Campus of Cedar Springs Public 
Schools, 204 E. Muskegon from 6pm – 8pm each day. Cost for 
the Spring Session is $60 per child with a $5 discount per child 
for families registering 3 or more players. Players must be at least 
4 years of age as of April 8, 2013. A birth certificate is required 
for age verification of first time registrants. Please complete 
online application at www.eayso.org – print two copies and take 
advantage of our Express Lane! These will be the final registration 
dates for the Spring Season. Please tell your friends and neighbors. 
If you have questions please contact the AYSO Hotline at 616-
696-7349, or visit us at www.ayso902.org. #5,6,7b

Valentine Candlelight Snowshoe Walk
Feb. 14: Bring your Sweetheart out (People of all ages and abilities 
are welcome to enjoy the candlelit trails). The walk is 2 miles and 
suitable for beginner-level snowshoers and hikers. Walk will be 
lead by a naturalist. After the walk, enjoy hot chocolate, coffee 
and cookies by our fireside “Smooches”. Thursday, February 14th 
from 6-9pm. Donation of $5 per person, snowshoes included. 
Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent 
City. Pre-registration is NOT required, however registering is 
greatly appreciated. 616-675-3158. #5

Valentines dinner
Feb. 14: Members, bring in your friends to this special dinner and 
music. Tri-County Eagles in Sand Lake, Thursday, February 14th. 
Dinner from 4 – 8pm, Rib Eye steak, potato, garlic toast and salad 
bar, $11.75. Entertainment from 8 – 11pm by Rhythm Masters, 
Clint Gitchel & Jerry Roberts starting. #4-6p

Michigan National Guard supports lifting ban on 
women in combat roles
From the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

Myth 3: If I work after I retire, I will be penalized.
Once you reach your full retirement age, there is no pen-

alty and no limit on the amount you can earn. The earnings 
limit for workers who are younger than “full” retirement age 

Myths
...continued from page 8

LANSING, MICH.— 
Maj. Gen. Gregory J. Vad-
nais, the Adjutant General 
of the Michigan National 
Guard and the Director of 
the Michigan Department 
of Military and Veterans 
Affairs supports the Pen-

tagon’s decision to clear 
women for combat roles in 
the U.S. military.

“Michigan women have 
already served in combat 
zones in Iraq and Afghani-
stan,” Vadnais said. “Ex-
pansion to allow women 
into ground combat units 

really comes as no surprise. 
We remain standards driv-
en organization; the best-
qualified and most capable 
people will successfully 
accomplish our missions, 
regardless of gender. The 
policy move opens up ad-
ditional options for service 
women and provides of-
ficial recognition for those 
serving in some of the most 
dangerous positions pro-

tecting our nation.”
Women are currently ex-

cluded from only 8 military 
specialties in the Michigan 
Army National Guard. Ap-
proximately 3,000 female 
Soldiers have deployed 
since 9/11. Nearly 1,000 
Michigan National Guard 
Soldiers and Airmen are 
scheduled to deploy in con-
tingency operation in the 

Like any other successful 
and long-standing program 
or organization, there are a 
number of myths surround-
ing Social Security. Some of 
them are grounded in truth 
but just slightly miscon-
strued. Others are complete-
ly out of line with the truth. 

Let’s take a look at a few.
Myth 1: Social Security is 

just a retirement program.
Social Security provides 

benefits to retirees, survi-
vors, and people with dis-
abilities who can no longer 
work. In fact, almost seven 
million disabled workers 
and nearly two million of 
their dependents get Social 
Security disability benefits. 
Six and a half million de-
pendents of deceased work-
ers (including two million 
children) get Social Security 
survivors benefits. 

Myth 2: I don’t need to 
save because Social Securi-
ty will take care of me when 
I’m retired.

Social Security was never 
intended to be a person’s 
sole income in retirement; 
it should be combined with 
pension income and person-
al savings and investments. 
Your Social Security State-
ment, available at www.
socialsecurity.gov.mystate-
ment, is a great place to get 
an idea of what to expect 
during retirement. 

COMBAt - continues on page 11

Myths about social security
By: Vonda Vantil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

228 N Main 
Cedar Springs 
across from Wesco

Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 8am-6pm  |  Thurs. 8am-8pm  |  Sat. CLOSED

50+ years experience

Come to  Cedar Springs Tire for all your under car needs 
We are the “UNDER CAR SPECIALISTS”

CEDAR SPRINGS TIRE
• Free Tire Rotation for the life of your tires
• All major brands of tires sold here

616-696-3400
Upgrade your TIRES 

with your 
TAX REFUND!

Get your car 
back in shape 
for the rest 
of the winter

(age 66 for people born in 1943 through 1954) is $15,120 in 
2013. (We deduct $1 from benefits for each $2 earned over 
$15,120.) The earnings limit for people turning 66 in 2013 is 
$40,080. (We deduct $1 from benefits for each $3 earned over 
$40,080 until the month the worker turns age 66.)  Keep in 
mind that if we withhold some of your benefits due to work, 
we will re-compute your monthly benefit amount when you 
reach full retirement age to account for those months that we 
withheld your benefit. There is no limit on earnings for work-

ers who are full retirement age or older for the entire year. 
Myth 4: To apply for benefits or do business with Social 

Security, I need to go to an office.
Not only is this false, but we encourage you to do busi-

ness with us the most convenient and fastest way: at www.
socialsecurity.gov 

Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for West Michi-
gan.  You can write her c/o Social Security Administration, 
3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via email at 
vonda.vantil@ssa.gov  



Meet Nihi, a 6 
year old black and 
white Domestic 
Longhair Mix. She 
is a very sweet 
and social kitty 
who enjoys being 
around people!  
Nihi is a feline who 
would be a great addition to any home! Come and 
meet Nihi at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Meet Katie, a 9 month 
old Pit Bull Terrier mix. 
She is a great dog who is 
very social.  Katie enjoys 
going on walks and playing 
with her favorite toys - a 
tug rope and a tennis ball. 
If you are looking for a 
great dog with a playful 
spirit, come and meet 

Katie at Humane Society of West Michigan!
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outdoors

H H

is online at 
www.cedarspringspost.com

outdoors

for rent

CLASSIFIEdS ArE ONLINE
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

LOsT/fOuND
ANiMAL ADs

Are free
call  616-696-3655

ApArTMenTs 
for renT

HoMes 
for renT

CLASSIFIEdS
ANIMAL LOST/FOuNd AdS ArE FrEE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AUCtIon

For more information on the Humane Society of 
West Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile 

Road during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org.  
Adoption hours: 

Sunday and Monday: Closed,  
Tuesday - Friday: 2 pm - 7 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

HoMes 
for sAle

losT AnD 
founD

ServICe

CriTTer
Corner

HoMe 
iMproveMenT

CHilD CAre

small ads 
make ¢ents

PETS of 
the WEEk

at your 
service. . .

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

CEDAR 
HEATING &

COOLING INC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
EXPERIENCE NOT GUESSWORK

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

small ads 
make ¢ents
call  616-696-3655

And  ADVERTISE

KEYS TO 
SUCCESS
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

CLASSIFIEdS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing 
• All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words

20¢ for each additional word
 (pricing includes ad placement on our website)
Call The POST for more information 

616.696.3655

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY

YOUR MOTHER 
WANTS TO LIVE 
IN CEDARFIELD

STOP BY FOR SOME INFO!

3592 17 Mile Rd., next to Meijer

We’re 
Hiring!

ON SITE INTERVIEWS WILL BE HELD AT 
Michigan Works

114 South Greenville West Drive
Greenville, MI 48838

February 6, 2013 FROM 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
PLEASE BRING TWO PIECES OF IDENTIFICATION AND YOUR RESUME
Specialized Staffing benefits include: health insurance, holiday pay, vacation pay.
** SPECIALIZED STAFFING WHERE OPPORTUNITIES COME TO LIFE **

Help 
WAnTeD

Ex
pir

es
 0

2/
28

/2
01

3

FABULOUS
SPRINGSAVINGSON THE FLY!

Howard City

CALL NOW!
1-888-250-7079

Pre-Owned 
Home

$31,99500
Own a 3 bedroom 2 bath 

All Appliances Plus Washer/
Dryer Included

www.4villagetrails.com

Learn Play & Grow Day 
Care has openings. Let 
your child Learn Play & 
Grow with us. 616-696-
3754 #3-6p 

Help 
WAnTeD

Looking for the BEST part time 
career? Have you considered 
custodial work? Come work 
with GRBS! We’ve been in 
business for almost 100 years; 
talk about job security. Do you 
have a great attendance and 
attitude? If yes, then apply with 
us. We’re HIRING 2nd shift now! 
Flexible schedule, typically 20-
30 hours per week and starts 
at $8.50/hr. Must have valid 
license/ transportation. Must 
pass drug & FBI testing. Please 
apply online at www.grbsinc.
com. #5&6p

Direct Support Professionals 
needed to work with adults 
with disabilities in a residential 
setting on Algoma and 14 Mile 
in Sparta.  Openings include 
Full Time 1st shift, 2nd shift – 
30 hours per week and On Call.  
Responsibilities include training 
and assistance with community 
activities, recreation, cooking, 
housekeeping, and self care to 
promote independence.  Must 
be at least 19 years of age, 
possess a high school diploma 
or GED, valid MI driver’s license 
with a satisfactory driving record 
and have the ability to pass 
a background check.  Please 
apply online at www.moka.org, 
job ID’s 397, 508 or 509 EOE.  
#5,6b

Telemarketers: Looking for 
highly motivated person to set 
appointments from home during 
business hours. Commercial 
and industrial. Leads provided. 
Flexible hours. Must have good 
working computer and daily 
access to internet. Minimum 1 
year experience required. 616-
696-4000 or email resume to 
kelly@thermal-tec.com.  #5b

Help 
WAnTeD

Three bedroom, 1 bath home 
in the country. Cedar Springs 
Schools, $650 a month plus 
deposit & utilities. No pets. 616-
318-4303. #4,5p

In Victorian Home --Studio 
apartment (one person) upstairs 
at 64 E Maple St, Cedar Springs. 
Coin operated laundry on site. 
$500.00/month includes heat, 
electric, and trash removal. No 
pets no smoking. 616-696-9393. 
#3-6p

Located in Victorian home at 
110 N Park St, Cedar Springs-
-Nice first floor one-bedroom 
apartment for rent—suitable 
for one person. Coin operated 
laundry on site. --$650.00 per 
month includes heat, electric 
and trash removal. Application, 
references and deposit required. 
Non-smoking premises and no 
pets. 616-696-9393. #3-6p

ApArTMenTs 
for renT

Found: Fishing pole found at 
Big Whitefish Lake on Sunday, 
January 6. Call to identify. 616-
690-1917. #2

Arroway Self Storage, 4121 
– 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford 
Michigan, 616-696-3390. The 
Following unit will be disposed 
of on or after February 8, 2013. 
Sally Dersch – Unit C6. #5,6b

Gitchel Construction, specializing 
in home repair and remodeling. 
Jeremiah Gitchel, licensed 
builder 616-263-7467. #52-7p

notICe

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Patsy’s Hair Place, Sand 
Lake, MI. 616-636-4500, next 
to Wesco. Introducing Carla. 
Top 3 in National Make Over 
Contest, specializing in Perms, 
Color and all the Modern Styles. 
Come say hello. #4p

Lost: Dog, male English Pointer, 
white w/ brown flecks. Lost near 
Pine Lake Rd. and 20 Mile Rd. 
area. Call 616-260-0668. #5

Lost: Golden Lab mix, male, 
1-1/2 years old, with blue collar 
. Lost in the area of 15 Mile and 
Northland about 1-1/2 weeks 
ago (Jan. 15?). Call 347-451-
8875. #5

Lost: Male Beagle, tri-color, 
lost on Jan. 21 in the area of 
Muskegon & Grant in Cedar 
Springs. Call 616-375-6470. #4

Lost: Male cat, black & white 
with black triangle over nose. 
Lost in the Meadowcreek 
Apartments area, Oak St. since 
about Jan. 7th. Please call 616-
893-2362. #3

Lost: Male, long haired, tiger cat, 
tan, gray and black. Lost on Dec. 
23 in the area of Wiersma and 
Simmons. Call 616-696-1828. #1

Found: Black cat, beautiful 
female, White Creek Ave. near 
20 Mile. #5

Found: Male, neutered Beagle, 
black body & brown head. Very 
friendly. Found Jan. 5th on Pierson 
Rd. Call 616-255-4834. #4

Found: Large female dog in 
the 200 block of Ash St., Cedar 
Springs. Tan, short haired. Has 
been around for several weeks. 
616-263-9506. #3

Free to good home: Dog - 
female. Duchess is a lovable 1 
year old min pin mix. Preferably 
a 1 dog home. Call 616-706-
8710 or 806-884-5809 for more 
info.. #5

CriTTer
Corner

Winter fishing in Michigan
A “reel” good time

Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR  

Two youngsters eagerly await a big bite while ice fishing on Higgins Lake.  

A young angler proudly shows off his recently caught bluegill 
while ice fishing in Michigan.

Michigan’s world-class 
fisheries are known through-
out the country, if not the 
world, with many anglers 
pursuing them at all times 
of the year. These fisheries 
are even on proud display 
during the state’s legendary 
winter months—a time of 
year many anglers proclaim 
as the best time to go fish-
ing.

Despite that claim, there 
are many other anglers who 
will have no part in winter 
fishing opportunities—either 
on or off the ice. But those 
anglers who actually prefer 
fishing through the ice to 
open-water fishing have two 
arguments to back up their 
inclination: anglers can get 
just about anywhere on the 
lake during ice-fishing sea-
son, something they can’t 
do without a boat during the 
open-water season; and vir-
tually every fish that’s avail-
able to anglers in the sum-
mer can be caught through 
the ice. In fact, some are 
even caught more frequently 
in the winter.

So winter can be a great 
time to partake in Michi-
gan’s water wonderland, as 
many of the state’s 11,000 
lakes, 36,000 miles of rivers 
and streams, and even the 
Great Lakes can offer lots of 
cold-weather fishing fun.

Venturing out this time 
of year can be rewarding to 
anglers willing to pursue it 
– especially for families. Ice 
fishing offers something for 
kids that open-water fishing 
doesn’t: space to run around 
while they wait for the fish 
to bite. While children of-
ten find sitting in a boat 
during the summer months 
a squirm-worthy activity, 
heading out on the ice to fish 
lends itself to all kinds of 
kid-friendly activities, like 
skiing, skating and snowball 
fights. Creating a fun atmo-
sphere and memorable ex-
perience just might spark a 
family ice-fishing tradition.

If you’re new to ice fish-
ing, don’t be intimated by the 
idea of heading out! Learn 
about the kind of equipment 
you need and the safety pre-

cautions to take. The DNR 
offers plenty of online infor-
mation about the ins and outs 
of ice fishing.

 If you already go ice 
fishing regularly, consider 
taking on a new challenge 
by targeting a different spe-
cies. Popular winter species 
include bluegill, crappie, 
smelt, walleyes and yellow 
perch, among others.   

It’s helpful to know some 
simple tips when targeting 
these species. For instance, 
did you know the best time 
to target crappie is during 
the first and last hours of 
the day? Or that Michigan 
has an unusual smelt fish-
ery, and in the winter anglers 
often use a hook-and-line 
to catch them while during 
other times of the year they 
are typically netted? Did 
you know that during colder 
months, bluegill—a popular 
species no matter the time of 
year—suspend in the water 
column? As a result, avid 
ice fishermen use depth find-
ers to find out where the fish 
are swimming. Ice fisherman 
also love targeting walleyes, 
typically by jigging (which 
means moving the fishing 
rod tip up and down while 
the bait is in the water) or 
with tip-ups. And avid an-
glers know yellow perch—
quite possibly the most pop-
ular fish to eat—can often 
be found in shallow water 
towards the end of the ice-
fishing season but at a wide 
range of depths earlier on.

Learn about these fishes 
and even more tips on how 
to catch them in the winter 

by checking out the “Michi-
gan Fishes and How to Catch 
Them” section of the DNR’s 
website. 

Still not convinced this 
winter is a great time to head 
outdoors to go fishing? What 
if you didn’t have to purchase 
a Michigan fishing license to 
test the waters?

That’s the case this Febru-
ary as the 2013 Winter Free 
Fishing Weekend arrives 
Saturday, Feb. 16 and Sun-
day, Feb. 17. During those 
two days anyone—residents 
and non-residents alike—can 
fish all waters without pur-
chasing a license, although 
all regulations still apply at 
that time.

The DNR coordinates the 
Winter Free Fishing Week-
end each year as an oppor-
tunity to showcase the great 
angling opportunities avail-
able in Michigan, but alle-
viating some of the financial 
investment needed to get in-
volved. It’s the perfect time 
to discover the state’s winter 
water wonderland.  If you’re 
still nervous about heading 
out on your own, check out 
one of the official 2013 Win-
ter Free Fishing Weekend 
events taking place through-
out the state. Many of these 
events generously offer fish-
ing instruction and free use 
of equipment and bait to 
help participants enjoy the 
experience.  

Consider exploring the 
wealth of fishing opportu-
nities Michigan offers this 
winter. Start planning your 
next fishing trip at www.
michigan.gov/fishing.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

national Bird Feeding Month (part 1)
The Tufted Titmouse has a white belly, ap-

pearing gray when not well lighted, but its 
sides brighten to white in good light. Gray 
wings largely hide a burnt orange just above its 
white sides. A black nosepiece and erect head 
crest add beauty that people to the north do not 
witness. Our latitude is just south of the bird’s 
northern distribution. 

Black-capped Chickadees crowd my feeder. 
This diminutive bird has broad shoulders, and 
a black nape, head crown, and chin. It flashes 
white cheeks when it flies in for a seed and 
quickly departs. One would think each would 
burn too much precious energy coming and go-
ing. 

American Goldfinches take a turn at the feed-
er while chickadees quickly return and depart. 
The finches hold fast at the feeder lunch table 
rather than carry their meal to a picnic location 
like chickadees. They wear winter camouflage 
but vivid black and white wings draw attention. 
Less noticeable is dark around their eyes. Their 
olive winter plumage is already showing flecks 
of bright emerging yellow. Much of winter is 
still ahead but lengthening daylight is perceived 
through their eyes causing hormone changes 
that generate growth of spring’s fresh feathers. 

A larger White-breasted Nuthatch darts to the 
feeder startling goldfinches into flight. The nut-
hatch’s almost woodpecker-like bill intimidates 
birds within close reach. Its white breast with 
crimson undertail coverts contrasts with gray 
wings rich with white dashes. 

Goldfinches draw attention with the appear-
ance of yellow patches, but chickadees two-
note whistles appeal to our ears on bright sunny 
days foretelling spring will come. Visiting Red-
breasted Nuthatches indicate winter is here and 
we should not heed the hasty spring song of 

chickadees. The red-breasted visitors will let us 
know spring is near when they depart for their 
North Country conifer nesting grounds. 

Common Redpolls do not appreciate the re-
stricted tightness of trees surrounding our small 
yard but seven occasionally come. They prefer 
open space, so I walk the White Pine State Park 
trail to enjoy them and wintering Eastern Blue-
birds. Instead of the appealing blue back and or-
ange breast seen on bluebirds, Northern Cardinals 
offer bright cheery red in the yard. Male House 
Finches offer a more subdued red. Occasionally 
Blue Jays create colorful commotion. The mostly 
black and white yard abounds with moving color 
at feeders all winter. 

Red-bellied, Downy, and Hairy Woodpeckers 
depart forest stands to visit our small yard opening 
but the suet feeder hangs on a large sugar maple 
and offers security. Dark-eyed Juncos hop under 
the suet and sunflower feeders gathering bits of 
food scattered by the maelstrom of birds above. 
Ground walking Mourning Doves join among the 
hopping juncos. 

Keeping feeders and feed simple, inexpen-
sive, and easy can entice many species of birds 
into close view. The nature niche you might call 
yours is probably more theirs than yours. Birds 
are present all day and night and do not leave your 
surroundings for work and recreation. February is 
“National Bird Feeding Month” so consider feed-
ing them. February’s Nature Niche articles will 
elaborate on feed, feeders, and yard landscapes 
that create and enrich pleasant encounters with 
resident wild neighbors.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the 
odybrook@chartermi.net Ody Brook, 13010 
Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433, or 
call 616-696-1753.

coming year.
In a Pentagon news con-

ference earlier this week, 
Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta and Gen. Martin 
E. Dempsey announced the 
decision to lift the ban on 

Combat
...continued from page 8

women serving in combat 
and said woman are integral 
to the military’s success, 
noting their demonstrated 
willingness to fight and die 
in combat in order to defend 
and protect American free-

dom.
The Michigan National 

Guard stands ready to make 
any and all changes neces-
sary in accordance with De-
partment of Defense initia-
tives.
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LegaL 
NOTICES

Construction Equipment Floor Equipment Lawn & Garden

3575 14 Mile Rd. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-866-7670

Painting & Decorating

arge Equipment to SmallWe rent it ALL!
L

Pl
us

Moving Supplies
Plumbing Equipment

13961 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs 
616-696-2100

Big Boy is a registered trademark of Big Boy Restaurants International. © 2011 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

HEALTHY DINNER BAR

Sun.-Thurs. 6am-10pm Fri.-Sat. 6am-11pm

 ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SEAFOOD BUFFET

FRIDAY NIGHT

SEAFOOD 
BUFFET

IS BACK!
ONLY $10.99Includes SOUP,

SALAD & FRUIT BAR
HAPPY HOUR

ONLY $1.99MINI DESSERTS 

3-5PM & 8PM-CLOSE
SHAKES • FRAPPES
& SMOOTHIES   1/2 OFF

www.cedarcarco.com

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30 am - 8 pm
Tue.,  Thur. & Fri. 9:30 am - 6 pm

Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
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BIG RAPIDS

GRAND RAPIDS

M
U
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O
N

Exit 104

Exit 101

Cedar SpringsCedar Springs

OWNED &
OPERATED BY

2001 FORD F-150 CREW 4x4
Leather.

$5,995
2002 FORD TAURUS SES

V6, 133K.
$3,995

2005 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER
4x4, CD, Auto., Clean!
$4,995

2003 FORD CROWN VICTORIA
Police Cruiser, V8, Alloys!

$3,995
2003 FORD FOCUS ZTS

Alloys, MPG! 117K!
$4,495

2005 FORD F-150 4x4
Topper, XLT, Nice.
$7,995

2008 CHRYS. PT CRUISER
100K, 4 Cyl., MPG!!
$5,995

2005 DODGE STRATUS
150K, 4 Cyl., PW, PL.
$3,995

1995 OLDS AURORA
V8, 158K, Extra Clean.
$4,995

WE TAKE ALMOST ANYTHING IN TRADE

2012 CHRYSLER
200 TOURING

20K, One Owner.

$16,995

2006 CHEVY TAHOE
Police Vehicle, V8, New Tires!

Sale $6,250

Special of 
the Week

OVER 100 VEHICLES IN STOCK!!

2000 GMC SIERRA 4x4
SLT, Ext. Cab.

$5,995

1997 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
3.8 V6, Power Windows.

$2,795


