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City votes to
retain City
Manager

Cedar Springs
City Councilors
have decided
that they like
the job that
City Manager
Michael Womack is doing for
them.
On January
12th, 2017, City
Councilors reCity Manager Michael Wom- viewed the first
ack is doing a good job for six months of
the City of Cedar Springs.
Womack’s performance as City Manager, assessing him
in multiple categories.
Overall the Cedar Springs City Council
rated Womack’s performance as very competent. Councilors stated that they were
highly satisfied with Womack’s hiring of
new staff and for creating an inviting atmosphere at City Hall. Councilors were also
happy that Womack has created a good
Manager - continues on page 13

Man dies in officer involved shooting
By Judy Reed

An Algoma Township man died Tuesday
after he struggled with a police officer and
was subsequently shot.
According to Kent County Sheriff Lawrence Stelma, officers were called to a domestic dispute in the 4000 block of Summit
Court, which is west off Summit near 14
Mile, about 7:05 p.m. on Tuesday, January
24. When deputies arrived, there were two
brothers fighting. Deputies separated the
brothers, but one of them then got into an
altercation with one of the deputies and injured him. Shots were then fired by a deputy,
resulting in the death of the brother that was
fighting the officer.
Sheriff Stelma said that the officer suffered minor injuries, including lacerations
and bruises, but is fine.
The officer that fired the shot has not yet
been identified.
The Wyoming Police Department is investigating the shooting, and identified the de- The Kent Sheriff Department Mobile Crime lab on the scene of a shooting in
ceased brother as Jonathan David Sper, age Algoma Township Tuesday evening. Post photo by J. Reed.
30. Sper had been released from jail just hours before several times during his appearances before the judgthe shooting. He had been arrested in Grand Rapids on es, causing his hearings to be canceled, but he finally
January 18 for ordering food/beverage without paying, pled guilty on January 24, and was released, receiving
and for failing to identify himself to a police officer. credit for the six days served as his sentence.
61st District Court records show he was uncooperative
shooting - continues on page 13

Jonathan David Sper in
happier times.

Secretary Johnson announces next-generation State police
voting equipment
investigate
Local clerks now will choose
attempted
which system works best
suicide
City and township clerks
across the state got some welcome news this week, when
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson announced the approval
of contracts for new next-generation voting equipment that
all Michigan voters will use
over at least the next decade.
The State Administrative
Board approved 10-year contracts with three vendors for
optical-scan voting systems
that read and tabulate paper
ballots marked by voters.
Each of Michigan’s 83 county
clerks now will consult with
the city and township clerks
in their county to select one of
the three vendors.
“The new equipment offers voters all the speed and
convenience of the latest
ballot-scanning and election-night reporting technology while at the same time featuring a good, old-fashioned

paper ballot that
we can always
go back and look
at if we need to,”
said Johnson, the state’s
chief elections official.
Lisa Wright, the clerk in
Spencer Township, who also
worked as an election inspector in Spencer Township

tems, Election
Systems and
Software
and Hart
InterCivic,
which all
have systems that
are being successfully used
in other states.
“Michigan’s voting equipment has served us well over
the past 12 years, but it is
nearing the end of its expected
lifespan and needs to be re-

“I think this is fantastic. The benefits far outweigh the cost. The current machines are way
outdated.”
—Lisa Wright, Spencer Township Clerk.
for 15 years, was happy to
hear the news. “I think this
is fantastic. The benefits far
out-weigh the cost,” she remarked. “The current machines are way outdated.”
The three election equipment and software vendors
that had contracts approved
are Dominion Voting Sys-

Post Travels

tired,” Johnson said. “I thank
local clerks for their feedback as we discussed how to
replace our aging equipment
as well as the support of lawmakers and the governor.”
The new equipment, which
includes ballot tabulators, accessible devices for use by
voters with disabilities and

Officer rescues man
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election-management
and
reporting software, could be
in use as early as the August
2017 primary local elections,
depending on how quickly
clerks are ready to implement
them. All cities and townships
across the state will have the
new equipment by August
2018, which is the next scheduled statewide election.
The new systems all use
digital optical scan technology, which includes notable
improvements and increased
ease of use for voters and
election administrators. The
systems allow for electronic
storage of ballot images, a feature that will be useful during
post-election audits. Improvements in the election management system software will
save county and local clerks
time and money in preparing
for elections and providing
election results. The options
available for voters with disabilities are also greatly improved, and contractors will
be required to continually assess and improve the systems,
voting - continues on page 14

New Year, New You

pages 8-9

In the early morning of Monday, January 23, 2017,
Troopers from MSP-Lakeview were assisting the Ionia
County Sheriff’s Department to locate a man who had
been in a yard threatening to shoot himself with a rifle in
the Belding area. The subject left the scene after police
were contacted. However, the investigation led troopers to
a possible address in Oakfield Township where they might
find him.
After they arrived on scene, troopers saw a man in a vehicle matching the given description. The man got out of
the vehicle and troopers attempted to establish communication with him. The man immediately placed a rifle to
his head and fired one round. There were no shots fired by
responding officers.
After securing the scene, troopers performed first aid
until medics arrived on scene. The man was transported by
ambulance to Butterworth Hospital with a critical injury.
The man, who was identified as the man they were looking
for from the previous incident, is not expected to survive.
As of Wednesday, January 25, the police had no new
information to pass along on the shooting.
Investigation into the incident is ongoing. Assisting at
the scene was MSP-Rockford, Ionia County Sheriff Department, Kent County Sheriff Department, and Rockford
Ambulance.
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The Post travels to see Dr. Pol
Cole Spicer, age 7,
son of Randy and Lianna Spicer, of Spicer
Ornamental Bird Farm,
in Solon Township,
traveled with his copy
of the Post to see his
friends the Pols on January 21. The Pols are
a famous veterinarian
family in Weidman,
Mich. Dr Jan Pol and
his family own a clinic that is recorded by
National Geographic
Wild as the “Incredible
Dr Pol show.” Spicer
Ornamental Bird Farm
was featured nationally
on National Geographic Wild in season nine,
episode 1.
“Dr Pol and his family traveled to our hometown of Cedar Springs
to purchase peacocks,”
explained Lianna. “Our
farm raises various col-

Pictured from left to right is Diane Pol, Cole Spicer, Dr. Jan Pol, and
Charles Pol.

ors of peacocks and exotic pheasants from all over
the world right here in the
rural countryside of Cedar Springs. We are also
on Facebook. We have
shared a common interest
with the Pols in peacocks
and farming. We always
receive a warm welcome
and have a great visit every time we see the Pols.”
She said Cole is a big
helper on their bird farm.
His duties include gathering eggs, and helping
feed and water. He also
helps move the peachicks
when they hatch from the
incubator to their brooder.
“Cole loves his animals
and is on his way to becoming quite the hobby
farmer,” she said.
Thank you, Cole, for
taking us with you on
your trip to see Dr. Pol!

Trout Unlimited, partners receive
$8 million grant for habitat
restoration

Trout Unlimited (TU) and partners have received funding from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Regional Conservation Partnership
Program. The $8 million federal
grant will promote conservation efforts in the Lower Grand River Watershed. In the Rogue River, as part
of TU’s Home Rivers Initiative, approximately $2 million will support
conservation agreements and help
agricultural landowners to implement best practices to address water
quality concerns.
Trout Unlimited will work with
partners including the Lower Grand
River Organization of Watersheds,
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Kent Conservation District,
the Rogue River Watershed Partners, Trout Unlimited and partners at the Natural Resources Conservation Service working on
local municipalities, and schools to wetland restoration.
restore wetlands, reconnect floodcluding in downtown Grand Rapids as of such a momentous project and excitplains, install buffer strips, and imple- part of the river revitalization project,” ed to expand their efforts in the Rogue
ment other erosion control practices to said a statement from Trout Unlimited. River watershed.”
reduce sedimentation in the local water- “For that project to be successful, it is
Trout Unlimited has also been workways.
necessary to protect and restore up- ing with area schools and other volun“This 5-year grant is regionally im- stream communities and watersheds teers on projects for Cedar Creek, right
portant as there are partners implement- such as the Rogue River, as it is a signif- here in Cedar Springs. Cedar Creek is
ing restoration practices all throughout icant coldwater tributary to the Grand. part of the Rogue River watershed.
the Lower Grand River Watershed, in- Trout Unlimited is pleased to be a part

Fixing cars is our job...

Collision & Glass Centers

Fixing Cars. Helping people.

Visit our neweSt LOCatiOn in Cedar Springs on white Creek ave.

... Helping people is our business.
Greenville Location:
(616) 754-0307

Cedar Springs Location:
(616) 696-1830

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Collision & Mechanical Services

Collision Only Services
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Winter fun

Ashley Hawley sent us this photo earlier this month
of Landon Murphy (5), Maddie Schultz (5), and Hannah
Schultz (7), enjoying some hot chocolate after playing in
the snow at their home on Pine Street in Cedar Springs. Hot
chocolate is a great way to warm up after playing outside!
If you have winter photos you’d like us to consider for
publication, email them to news@cedarspringspost.com
with “winter fun” in the subject line. We publish them as
space allows, and do not guarantee publication.

Veteran leader takes
the helm of U.S.
attorney’s office

Grand Rapids—Andrew Byerly Birge assumed the duties of Acting
U.S. Attorney by operation of law following U.S. Attorney Patrick Miles,
Jr.’s resignation last Friday at noon.
Birge was serving until then as the First Assistant, the senior-most management position in the office. Birge had held the First Assistant position
for the last nine and a half years. U.S. Attorney Charles Gross first tapped
him for the role in May of 2007, under then-President George W. Bush’s
administration. U.S. Attorneys Donald A. Davis and Patrick Miles each
subsequently asked him to continue serving in that capacity. A First Assistant functions as the chief advisor to the U.S. Attorney and oversees
the office’s civil and criminal litigation as well as its administrative operations.
Miles said of Birge: “I know I am leaving the office in good hands.”
Miles described Birge as “extremely knowledgeable” and a person of
“impeccable integrity.”
Birge has been with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for over sixteen years.
Prior to assuming senior management responsibilities, he oversaw the
office’s appellate practice and handled all manner of criminal cases. He
began his legal career as a law clerk to the late Chief U.S. District Court
Judge Richard A. Enslen, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Prior to joining the
U.S. Attorney’s Office, he was an Associate for several years with the law
firm of Jenner & Block in Chicago, Illinois.
Birge expects to serve as the
Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food Acting U.S. Attorney until President Donald Trump nominates
and the U.S. Senate confirms a
successor U.S. Attorney. “I take
great pride in undertaking this
opportunity. This office has remarkably dedicated and talented attorneys and staff with an
• German Tradition outstanding record of holding
• Crafted in Michigan wrongdoers accountable and
vindicating the interests of the
The oldest evidence of beer is believed
United States. I plan to continue that tradition of excellence in
to be a 6,000-year-old Sumerian tablet
the pursuit of justice.”
depicting
Birge obtained his law degree
people
from the Columbia University
drinking a
School of Law, where he was a
beverage
Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. He
obtained his Bachelor of Arts
through
degree from Carleton College,
reed straws.
where he graduated cum laude
95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS and with Distinction as a history
major.
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant
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Conservation officer rescues man
overcome with carbon monoxide
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources conservation officer Mike Evink rescued a man earlier this month
who was overcome with carbon monoxide while trying to
save a homeowner.
The incident occurred at 3:43
p.m. Wednesday, January 11,
when Evink was dispatched to
a home along Hutt Lake Drive
in Schoolcraft County, which
is in the mid-eastern portion of
the Upper Peninsula. A deliveryman for Suburban Propane
had gone to fill a propane tank
at the home of 59-year-old
Ronald Haug. Arriving at the
house in Inwood Township,
the driver noticed Haug on the
floor of his garage.
The 55-year-old deliveryman went into the garage and
tried to revive Haug with cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
He also called emergency operators at Central Dispatch.
“He told the dispatcher he
was getting dizzy and couldn’t
do CPR any longer,” Evink
said. “Dispatchers then lost
contact with him.”

Evink, who had been at Indian Lake State Park, roughly 15
miles away, went to the home,
driving his four-wheel-drive
patrol vehicle through 5 or 6
miles of unplowed roadway to
reach the house.
Once there, he saw footprints leading into the garage.
“I opened the service door to
the garage and saw two individuals on the ground,” Evink
said.
Evink said the deliveryman
had a pulse and was breathing, but was unresponsive. Mr.
Haug had no pulse and also did
not respond. The men had been
overcome by carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless toxic
gas. Mr. Haug did not survive.
“The delivery man was
barely alive,” said Lt. Eugene
“Skip” Hagy, a DNR district
law supervisor out of the Newberry office. “Mike opened the
big garage door and worked to
get the victim fresh air and kept
trying to get him conscious.”
An ambulance with advanced life support paramedics
from Manistique Public Safety

got to the house at 4:24
p.m., about 15 minutes
after Evink had arrived.
“Had Mike not arrived when he did,
there would have likely been two fatalities,”
Hagy said.
The
deliveryman
was in stable condition
when he was rushed to
Schoolcraft Memorial
Hospital in Manistique.
Officers interviewed
him Thursday night.
He was being treated
and monitored.
Department of Natural ResourcThe source of the Michigan
es conservation officer Mike Evink, who
carbon monoxide is is originally from Grand Rapids, and now
still being investigated. serving in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
“The efforts of CO Photo from Michigan Department of Natural
Evink demonstrate the Resources.
and rescue incident, Evink was
types of lifesaving incidents our officers can be called involved in aiding two strandto respond to at any given mo- ed snowmobilers in Alger
ment,” said Lt. Pete Wright, County who say he and U.S.
acting Captain for the DNR Forest Service law enforceRegion 1 Law Enforcement ment officer David Tembreull
Division. “He is a great exam- saved their lives.
David Vorhes, 64, of Treple of the capable type of person we train our officers to be.” nary and Mike Lasley, 56, of
Four days earlier, in a search
officer - continues on page 13

MSP motor carrier officers join
forces to fight human trafficking
Michigan State Police
(MSP) motor carrier officers
are teaming up with officers
from neighboring states to
raise awareness of human
trafficking Jan. 23 - 27, 2017.
The MSP, Ohio State Highway Patrol and Indiana State
Police have once again partnered with Truckers Against
Trafficking (TAT) to educate
motorists about the signs of
human trafficking and to en-

force laws that crack down on
traffickers.
“The goal of this weeklong tristate human trafficking
initiative is to raise awareness
and educate those individuals
in positions to observe human trafficking taking place,
such as commercial motor
vehicle drivers, public transportation companies, rest
area attendants and truck stop
employees,” stated Capt. Mi-

chael Krumm, commander
of the MSP Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division
(CVED). “These individuals
are a force multiplier that can
act as the eyes and ears of
Michigan’s highways.”
Michigan first partnered
with TAT in 2015, and has
since been recognized as one
of three states that have fully
implemented their awareness
program.

To report trafficking, call
the National Human Trafficking Resource Center
(NHTRC) at 888-373-7888
or text BeFree to 233733. As
of Oct. 28, 2016 the NHTRC
hotline had received 669 calls
and identified 190 possible
cases of human trafficking in
Michigan.
For more information about
TAT, visit http://truckersagainsttrafficking.org.
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Kent County Board of Commissioners looks back, ahead
KENT COUNTY - The Kent County Board of Commissioners
accomplished a great deal during the last year. Board Chair Jim
Saalfeld and County Administrator/Controller Daryl Delabbio
recently took time to reflect on the major tasks achieved by the
Board and County Staff during 2016. These include:
1. Dispatch: Approved an agreement with the City of Wyoming
to contract for police and fire dispatch services, which started on
July 1. The Board also approved a ballot question requesting a 70
cent per month increase in the dispatch surcharge (overwhelmingly approved by the voters in November).
2. Museum/Zoo Millage: The Grand Rapids Public Museum
and the John Ball Zoo requested that the County place a 0.44 mill
property tax increase on the November 2016 ballot. The Board
approved placing the question on the ballot and the voters overwhelming approved it.
3. Implementation of the Space Needs Study: In response to
Study findings, work on the Juvenile Detention facility, Correctional Facility (kitchen and intake), and new Circuit Court courtrooms is in process.
4. Lakeshore Regional Partnership: The County has been monitoring this process.
5. Collective Bargaining: Successfully negotiated the Corrections Officers and Court employee contracts in a timely manner.
6. 2017 Budget: Submitted, approved, and structurally balanced.
7. Land Bank: The Land Bank Authority Subcommittee has
been meeting and expects to have a report and recommendations
to the Board of Commissioners by the end of the first quarter of
2017.
8. Credit Rating: The County’s Triple-A credit rating and highest short-term credit ratings were affirmed by Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s for the 18th consecutive year.
9. Airport: The transition from a County department to an Airport Authority was officially approved by the Federal Aviation

Administration on July 1.
10. Agri-Business Work Group: Completed its work and submitted a report and recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.
11. Switch: Created the first Renaissance Zone in the County
to enable the Switch development to take place in Gaines Charter
Township.
12. Management Pay Plan Review: A MPP Review Subcommittee was formed which presented its final report and recommendations. Implementation of recommendations were completed by year end.
13. Lead Task Force: A community-wide Lead Task Force was
created and has been reappointed to complete its work.
14. FOC Engagement Task Force: A Friend of the Court Engagement Task Force was created near the end of the year and was
reappointed to continue its work into 2017.
Members can expect to tackle the additional issues outlined below in 2017:
1) Appointment of an Administrator/Controller: Daryl Delabbio will be retiring on July 1. This will be the first time since 1998
that the Board of Commissioners will be faced with the selection
of a County Administrator/Controller. Chair Saalfeld has appointed a Subcommittee to determine the process to recruit and recommend the appointment of a new County Administrator/Controller.
2) Continued Space Needs Study Implementation: This will be
an ongoing process and series of projects to ensure that (i) the
County’s facilities are being maintained, and (ii) the most efficient
and effective means are being
used to enable our employees
to deliver quality services to
our community. We will be issuing an RFP for 82 Ionia and
planning for the impact this potential sale would have on our

facilities.
3) Collective Bargaining: Four Collective Bargaining agreements will be expiring at the end of 2017.
4) CAA/CDBG: A work session has been scheduled in February to discuss the potential merger of the Area Community Service
and Employment Training (ACSET) Community Action Agency
with the County’s Department of Community Development and
Housing.
5) Standing Rules: Each odd-numbered year, the Board of Commissioners’ Standing Rules are reviewed and updated. Vice-Chair
Mandy Bolter will be establishing a Subcommittee of the Legislative & Human Resources Committee to review the Rules and
make recommendations for Board consideration. The Board must
approve changes to the Rules by its second meeting in April.
6) 2018 Budget: The 2018 Budget will be a challenging one,
including:
a. continued monitoring of State shared revenues and impact on
the County’s revenue stream;
b. slow growth in the County’s State taxable value due to very
modest increases in the Consumer Price Index (CPI); and
c. balancing operational and capital needs.
“While there will certainly be other issues that we face during
the course of a year, as you can see, it is already shaping up to be
a very busy 2017,” said Board Chair James Saalfeld. “This Board
remains committed to providing effective services to our residents
while operating transparently and with a balanced budget. We
look forward
to greatHomes
results in 2017.”
Making
Cozy for 62 Years

Tame the COLD at Your Windows with Cellular Shades
FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS

696-9340 • 326 Main St., Cedar Springs
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From the Pulpit

spiritual notes • announcements • memories
Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable in Christian tradition about New Year’s resolutions, many good
stewards take advantage of this time of year to become
closer to the Lord. They may re-commit themselves to pray
more, to read the Bible, or to attend Church more regularly.
If you are looking for some helps in your New Year’s resolutions, here are a few ideas to get you started:
Practice gratitude. Cultivating a grateful heart is the hallmark of a Christian steward. Every day, express thankfulness to the Lord and to others. Seeing the good in your life
will allow you to keep your heart compassionate and loving.
Encounter the Lord each day. Find time to be with the
Lord each day, whether it is for an hour or ten minutes. Have
a conversation with the Lord. Give your joys and worries to
Him as well. Allow God’s love to transform them. Our encounters will keep our eyes and ears open to the presence of
Christ in our midst.
Nurture friendships. Our friends are those we choose to be
with, those with whom we spend our evenings, with whom
we vacation, to whom we go to for advice. Friends are gifts
from God who give us a greater appreciation of God’s love
for us. Friends need our time and love.
Make a difference in your Church community. Believe it
or not, your Church community can use your talents. Offering your talents to your faith community is one of the most

Pastor Ryan Black
Cedar Springs
Christian Church

340 West Pine Street, Cedar Springs

New year—new beginnings
The start of a New Year gives us the feeling of a fresh
start, a new beginning, and new opportunities. It is a time
when people feel that they can begin anew with their lives.
Common New Year’s resolutions are to lose weight, exercise more and eat healthier; or to spend more time with
family. Still others include managing money better and being more organized.

Church

Directory

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345



Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

sunday Worship: 10 aM

enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

340 W. pine St.

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
UnitedUnited
Methodist
Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Services at Cedarfield Community Center
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Pastor Steve Lindeman
Steve
Lindeman
Phone: 696-9120
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 Pastor
a.m. • Coffee
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Supervised
Nursery
Care a.m.
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

10 am
10
amSunday
Sundayworship
worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Bliss-Witters & Pike

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

22 Mile Road

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&

St. John Paul II Parish

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
New Ideas, Traditional Worship Pastor15671
Doug DiBell

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

(616)784-1111

Publish Your

Rockford Springs Community Church

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Happy 88th Birthday Donald Reed of Sparta!

in

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

January, 30, 1929

Love Barb & your 7 kids

Cedar Springs Christian Church

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

DONALD REED

616.550.6398



MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

Happy 88th Birthday!

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm



SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

effective ways to feel useful and connected to others.
Consider living more simply. We cannot find fulfillment
in possessions. They add nothing to our self-worth. Jesus
blessed the “poor in spirit” in his Sermon on the Mount.
Get healthy. Studies show that most people in North
America are accelerating their own decline into premature
old age, owing to poor diet and lack of physical activity. Be
a good steward of your body. Plan a complete overhaul of
your diet and exercise habits.
Don’t give up. People give up their New Year’s resolutions because of perfectionism and unrealistic expectations.
Remember, take it slow, be kind to yourself and keep trying. Resist the urge to throw your hands up and quit. You
succeed through small, manageable changes over time.
Turn to the Lord. Ask the Lord for guidance, strength and
perseverance in achieving your resolutions. In his letter
to the Philippians, Saint Paul writes: “I can do everything
through Him who gives me strength” (Phil 4:13). If God is
the center of our New Year’s resolutions, they have a better
chance for success.
These are a few recommendations that may help get one
started in the right direction at the beginning of this new
year.

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671



pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
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Mary Queen of Apostles Church

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

coumc.weebly.com
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June-August

616-696-3229

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

A nniversary A nniversary
W edding Connection
W edding Church
M emorial M emorial
O bituary Ever wonder what it means to
O bituary
pray and move mountains?
hankyou!
hankyou!
T
T
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FREDERICK JOSEPH
STICKLER

Mr.
Frederick
Joseph
Stickler
of Cedar Springs,
Michigan,
age
74,
entered
into
eternal
life in the early
morning
hours
of
Wednesday,
January 18, 2017.
Fred was born
to Floyd and Frances (Kelly) Stickler
in Grand Rapids, Michigan on Tuesday,
March 17, 1942. Fred had the greatest of
dispositions, always loving life and his
family without measure. One of Fred’s
greatest joys was his care and love of
horses— he was a true gentleman farmer.
He also enjoyed leatherwork, as well as
fixing bridles and saddles. Fred is survived
by his beloved sister Loretta (Jonathan
B.) Gamm; loving nieces and nephews,
Jonathan M. (Kathleen) Gamm, David
(Marilyn) Gamm, Brian (Jodie) Gamm,
and Sarah (Eric) Matwiejczyk; adored great
nieces and nephews, Erik, Emily, Anna,
Joseph, Lee, Claire, Mary, Sophia, Elise,
and Matthew; and other beloved members
of the Stickler, Kelly, and Gamm families.
A time of visitation was held from 5:00 until
7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 23, 2017, at
Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe
Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. A scripture
service was offered immediately following
visitation at 7:00 p.m. The Mass of Christian
Burial celebrated by Rev. Msgr. Terrence L.
Stewart at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at Holy Family Parish, 425 S.
State Street, Sparta, MI 49345. A time of
visitation was held at church, one hour
prior to Mass. Fred will be laid to rest in
Rosedale Memorial Park, Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Those wishing to offer an
expression of sympathy are encouraged to
make a memorial contribution to Equest
Center for Therapeutic Riding, 3777 Rector
Avenue NE, Rockford, MI 49341.
Arrangements by Pederson Fuenral Home,
Rockford

Church
Connection
is online @

www.cedarspringspost.com

LINDA MICHAELS

Linda
Michaels,
72 of Rockford,
unexpectedly went
to her heavenly
home on Tuesday,
January 17, 2017
in Casa Grande,
Arizona.
She
was a loved wife,
mother, aunt, sister,
grandmother, expectant great-grandmother
and friend. She was born August 16, 1944
to the late Ralph and Alice Pratt and she
lived her entire life in Kent County. She was
a middle child, placed right between two
loving sisters, Ann Scott (Jim) and Carolyn
Reed (Mike). She married Gene Michaels
on September 13, 1991 and they recently
celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding
anniversary. She will be missed by many
family members including her husband,
two sisters, many nieces and nephews and
her children, Christine Hofstra (John),
Dan Rogers (Theresa), Ann VerWys (Jim)
and Shannon Novak (Russ) in addition
to her eight grandchildren, Zachary
Rogers (Ashley), Lauren Linde (Chase),
Ben Rogers (Maaret), Annalyse Haarer
(Brandon), Austin Stevens, Nate Rogers,
Lucy and Josie Novak. Linda was a loving,
funny, spunky and caring woman. She was
a long-time employee at Hartwell Mortgage
Company. Some special memories include
her incredible cooking ability and the meals
she shared with friends and family alike.
There was a fresh cookie for every occasion.
She enjoyed reading, studying, and was
actively involved in a women’s Bible study.
We are thankful that she is in heaven with
her Savior. There will be a memorial service
at a later date.
Local arrangements by Bliss-Witters &
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
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We would like to extend our gratitude and
thankfulness to all who participated in the
fundraiser for my Leader Dog, Rowdy.
The response was overwhelming and so
heartwarming. Our small communities are
such special places to live and worship. A
very special thanks to the United Methodist
Women of the Sand Lake United Methodist
church as well. We are blessed and humbled
by your love.
Thank You, Pastor Darryl Miller, Rowdy &
Family.

Life is full of opportunities and
here is a prime opportunity to learn
about prayer and what the Bible has
to say about moving mountains.
Pastor Rex Webb will be teaching
on prayer at Hillcrest Community Church, 5994 18 Mile Rd., on
Friday, February 10, from 6-8 p.m.
and Saturday, February 11 from 9
Hillcrest Community Church, 5994 18 Mile Rd
a.m.-2 p.m. A light lunch will be
provided.
Founder/Minister at the Alma House of this final hour before our Lord returns.”
Prayer, Pastor Rex will be the guest speaker
Hillcrest Community Church Senior Pastor
during a two day prayer summit at Hillcrest Kristi J Rhodes said, “We are so excited to welCommunity Church. Accepting Jesus Christ as come Pastor Rex back for another power weekhis personal savior at the age of 10, Pastor Rex end. He is a servant of God.”
has worked in ministry most of his life. He has
For additional information, visit the Hillcrest
established churches in the Philippine Islands, Community Church of God website at https://
India, Argentina and Haiti, and is called to en- hillcrestcommunitychurch.blogspot.com
courage believers to become a House of Prayer.
Hillcrest Community Church has been a part
When Pastor Rex was asked what he will of the Cedar Springs community since 1951. In
be speaking on, he said, “moving mountains” a time where churches are on the decline, Hill(found in the Bible in Mark 11:22-24). Prayer crest has hopes of growing the church one famis a strong theme in the life of Pastor Rex. He ily at a time and has declared 2017 PRIME—a
teaches that “Worship based prayer is a must for year of excellence.

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

No one ever
said on their
deathbed: I
wish I would
have spent more
time at work!

FOUNTAIN – GATES

Linsey Gates and Daniel Fountain were
married September 10th at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Muskegon. The festivities
continued at a reception on White Lake. Linsey
graduated from Cedar Springs High School in
2006 and Western Michigan University in 2010
and 2013. She works as a speech-language
pathologist in Highland Park, Illinois. Daniel
graduated from Notre Dame Preparatory High
School in Pontiac in 2004, Western Michigan
University in 2009 and Michigan State
University in 2014. Daniel is a manager in the
aerospace industry. Lindsey is the daughter
of Craig and Sue Gates of Cedar Springs.
Daniel is the son of Bud and Ann Fountain of
Rochester. The couple reside in Chicago.

Yeah I hated all my labour which
I had taken under the sun: because
I should leave it unto the man that
shall be after me.
Ecclesiates 2:18
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto men.
Colossians 3:23
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Independently Family
Family Owned
Owned and
and Operated
Operated for
for Over
Over 50
35 years!
years
Independently

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394
Thomas Cheslek phone 616.887.1761
ManaGer-owner Fax 616.887.2870

Every Life Tells A Story...

www.hesselcheslek.com
www.hesselc
heslekfuneralhome.com
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Outdoors

State is home to thousands of miles
of trails, great riding opportunities
Ask snowmobilers around
the country about the best places to ride a sled, and the Great
Lakes State is sure to come up
in conversation.
Michigan is known by snowmobilers nationally for its
unique combination of abundant and dependable snow, exciting terrain and an extensive
network of nearly 6,500 miles
of designated snowmobile
trails.
American Snowmobiler magazine recently featured Michigan’s western Upper Peninsula
on the top of its list of “25 Epic
Snowmobiling Destinations.”

Above: A rider heads out on a
trail, having just made a highway
crossing. Michigan has more than
6,000 miles of snowmobile trails
to enjoy.
Left: Michigan’s snowmobile
trails are among the finest anywhere.

“The area’s location by Lake Superior guarantees plenty of
lake-effect snow each winter. This natural phenomenon coupled
with state-of-the-art grooming equipment makes the western U.P.
a premier destination in the Midwest,” the magazine said. “As you
travel over 2,000 miles of trails you can see Lake Superior ice caverns, scenic overlooks, frozen waterfalls and abandoned railroad
beds that lead you over majestically high trestle bridges.”
Over the past several years, SnowGoer magazine has named the
Upper Peninsula the best overall snowmobiling area, as well as the
area with the most scenic snowmobiling and the best trail riding.
“If you close your eyes and imagine perfect riding, what do you
see? Do you visualize trails weaving through the forest? Do you
see hotels with more snowmobiles than cars in the parking lot?”
said an excerpt from SnowGoer. “Well, welcome to the best allaround snowmobile spots in North America. The Upper Peninsula
of Michigan, with an average snowfall of 60 to over 200 inches,
offers plenty of snowmobiling amid spectacular natural beauty.”
As these national publications have recognized, Michigan’s
draw for snowmobilers, besides the plentiful snow and vast trail

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

616-887-8661

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm

network, is the unique opportunity for sightseeing along
the way – and a great deal of
those sights to see are located in
Michigan’s state parks.
“A lot of snowmobilers visit places like the Lake of the
Clouds in Porcupine Mountains
Wilderness State Park, Indian
Lake State Park and Tahquamenon Falls State Park,” said Ron
Yesney, U.P. trails coordinator
for the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources. “Bond Falls and Brockway Mountain are
other popular sightseeing destinations as well.”
The U.P. has about 3,300 miles of state snowmobile trails,
which connect communities, provide access to beautiful scenery
and draw riders from near and far.
“We really have an outstanding snowmobile system in the
U.P., that’s very accessible and links you to snowmobile-friendly
towns,” said Rob Katona, DNR central U.P. trail specialist.
The northern Lower Peninsula also is a popular snowmobiling
destination.
The new, highly anticipated Snowmobile Trail No. 37 in Wexford and Manistee counties recently opened for the 2016-17
snowmobile season. The 16.5-mile trail, which runs from Yuma to
Copemish, connects the trail systems near Cadillac to trails north
in Benzie, Manistee and Leelanau counties.
“This new connector trail will greatly enhance snowmobiling opportunities in the northwest Lower Peninsula, as well as
increase tourism in towns such as Mesick and Copemish,” said
Todd Neiss, a DNR recreation specialist who works out of the
Cadillac office.
Another northern Michigan snowmobiling hotspot is the Gaylord area, which, according to American Snowmobiler, “offers
great winter fun with rolling hills, thousands of acres of unspoiled
forests and reliable snowfall.
“Sledders are welcomed by
local businesses and you can
ride your machine right up to
your door and back out onto the
trail. Plus there are many trail
connectors for uninterrupted
travel.”
The magazine calls the trail
from Gaylord to Indian River
“the crown jewel of snowmobile trails in northern Michigan. The trail runs along an
abandoned railroad corridor,
crosses the Sturgeon River and
winds through some of the most
spectacular scenery in northern
Michigan.”
While the focus tends to be on
the Upper Peninsula and northern Lower Peninsula when it
Trails - continues on page 13
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Ranger Steve’s
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Cancer’s Nature Niche

We choose how we live but not how long. Choices help us
survive difficult circumstances. Having purpose and serving
others makes a world of difference. I struggle to survive to
help human people live in balance with what I consider creation’s animal and plant people. We are charged with caring
for all species of creation’s people.
I have commented on cancer aspects but not from a nature
niche perspective. My desire is to die a “natural death” instead of an “accidental death” like an automobile accident. I
consider my cancer a natural death.
By the time I was in high school, chasing and studying
butterflies helped me understand essentials for maintaining a
sustainable environment to support future human generations
and a healthy society. My survival’s not essential but I hope
society’s current behavior helps humans born 100 generations
(2000 years) hence inherit a healthy sustainable environment.
There are many natural controls that prevent plant and
animal “people” populations from becoming excessively
large. Controls create balance that helps maintain a healthy
environment for future generations. In the absence of natural
predators, deer have become too numerous and have eliminated wildflowers, reduced insect crop pollinators, birds, and
other species of value for society.
Cancer is one limiting factor that works on human, plant,
and animal “people” to help balance natality (population
growth rate) with mortality (death rate). We have been successful in helping humans increase beyond Earth’s long-term
carrying capacity. We could be thankful for natural controls
that kill us and in effect help insure future generations will
inherit a healthy sustainable planet for long-term survival. Of
course, we want to live so appreciation for natural causes of
death is not likely.
Many cancers are human caused by careless use of natural
resources that cause pollution of air, water and land. Cancer is
a form of our body going haywire and attacking itself. Causes
might be environmentally induced or bodies might malfunction naturally for undetermined reasons. My multiple myeloma cause is unknown.
Some people grow old “old” and others grow old “young.”
A friend grew old in old age, gradually lost sight, weakened
and died at 101. My body was found to be eating itself with
cancer when I was 47. I grew old young. Average survival for
this cancer is 7 to 8 years with new treatments. I am in year
19. I like to attribute my extended survival to new treatments
and to having a purpose for living.
Meanwhile, many people do not take simple steps to reduce
natality to maintain a smaller sustainable human population.
My children and I have waited until we were in our thirties to
have children. That effectively reduces our families to three
per century instead of five and reduces the living population
by 40 percent. Reducing family size to two children is effective without depending on cancer and other unfavorable
controls.
My purposeful living efforts enhance biodiversity at Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary, assist in small ways with local,
state, national Lepidoptera organizations, Audubon Society,
Wild Ones, land conservancies, nature center naturalists, and
Creation Care efforts. Those activities provide cancer control.
I continue to advocate the importance of biosphere ecology
for balancing natality and mortality through self-control instead of disease.
Cancer is a body’s self-destructive activity that consumes
one’s life. For some it is quick and for others prolonged. My
treatment kills by causing lung, heart, liver, or other organ
damage. The gamble has two choices: 1) let cancer growth
kill or 2) use treatments that will potentially kill while it
slows cancer growth. The chemo seems almost as bad as the
cancer but family tells me otherwise. It’s a “Catch 22.”
Balancing natality with mortality will help grandchildren
100 generations hence maintain a sustainable environmental
quality. Cancer has a positive value even if we do not like it.
Personally, I struggle with the choice to let cancer grow or
use treatments to survive so I can help change current behavior to support future generations. My choice has been to have
three generations per century instead of five for our family.
Hopefully others will choose to strive for Creation Care. If
my message is ineffective, it might be time for me to depart.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net
- Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar
Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

TOPS weight loss support group

Jan. 31: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets
every Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in
Sand Lake. Your first visit is free so come check out what
TOPS can do to help you reach your weigh loss goals!
Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of
inclement weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or
Cedar Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-8049
for more information. #4

Cedar Springs Community Players
Auditions

Feb. 13,14: Auditions announced for upcoming CSCP
production “Zombies, Werewolves and Aliens – Oh my!”
It’s not Halloween, but the Cedar Springs Community
Players are looking for actors who are ready to put their
best monster foot forward and audition for their upcoming
Sci-Fi/Fantasy one-act comedies. Needed are actors aged
15-60+ to portray zombies, cowboys, werewolves and
aliens, along with some southern-fried, red-neck country
folk. Auditions will be held at the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church on Monday, February 13th and Tuesday,
February 14th from 6:30 to 8 pm each night. Production
dates are March 24-26 at the Kent Theatre. Please check
out our website cedarspringscommunityplayers.org for all
the information! #4,5p

Audition Notice – Flat River Community
Players

Feb. 20, 21: The Flat River Community Players will
hold auditions for the comedy “Sex Please, We’re 60” at
7:00 pm on Monday and Tuesday, February 20 and 21,
at St. Paul Episcopal Church in Greenville. Director Deb
Dieckman is looking to cast 4 women and 2 men, all of
mature ages (not necessarily in their 60’s) for the cast. Five
performances are scheduled for April 21-23 and 28 &29.
The first rehearsal, read-through, is planned for Friday
February 24th. Interested auditioners with questions should
contact Deb at dadieckman@gmail.com #4

MCC’s orchestra and
JOKE
o Week choir seek participants
f the

The missing car

After spending a couple of hours in the store, a woman couldn’t find her car keys. They weren’t in her purse
or pocket. She panicked as she realized she must’ve left
them in the car. Frantically she headed for the parking
lot. Her husband had scolded her many times about
leaving the keys in the ignition. “It will get stolen!”
he would yell. She raced toward the spot she usually
parked, and her heart dropped. Her husband was right.
That side of the parking lot was empty, and her car was
nowhere to be seen.
Tears welled in her eyes. “How could I have been so
stupid?” she thought.
The woman walked back to the entrance of the store
and called the police.
“We will put out an APB on your car,” said the nice
policeman on the other end of the phone. We’ll let you
know if we find it.”
The woman realized she was going to have to call her
husband, but dreaded it. So she went back inside the
store to the little coffee shop. She sat and drank a cup of
coffee while trying to find the courage to call him.
After about a half hour, she pulled out her phone, and
with a heavy heart she dialed his number. “Hello!” said
a gruff voice on the other end.
The woman swallowed hard then broke the news as
fast as she could. “Dear, I know you’ve told me a million times not to leave the keys in the car and I didn’t
mean to but I did and now the car’s been stolen and I
called the police and they are looking for it.”
There was a moment of silence on the other end. The
woman could feel her heart pounding in her ears.
“Are you kidding me?” barked her husband. “I
dropped you off!”
The woman felt like an idiot. She had totally forgotten. “Oh…that’s right,” she stammered. Embarrassed
she asked, “Well, would you come and get me now?”
“I will!” he retorted. “Just as soon as I convince this
cop I didn’t steal your darn car!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Sen. MacGregor to hold office hours
State Senator Peter MacGregor will be holding
office hours on Monday,
January 30 from 7:30 a.m.
- 9:00 a.m. at Mr. Burger,
5181 Northland Dr. NE,
Grand Rapids, MI 49525.

“I will be available to answer questions and respond
to concerns any residents of
the district may have. Office hours are a one-on-one
meeting with constituents,
and in order to see as many

Page 7

people as possible please
keep the conversation to ten
to fifteen minutes. If your
question requires additional time, please contact my
office to set up an appointment,” he said.

For more information or
to contact his office you can
visit SenatorPeterMacGregor.com or call 1-855-3478028.

Montcalm Community College’s Philharmonic Orchestra
and Alumni & Friends Choir seek members for their upcoming performance of “A Film Fantasy: Classics from the
Silver Screen.”
The two groups will join for a spring performance on
April 23 at 3 p.m. on MCC’s Sidney campus, featuring selections from Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings and Indiana
Jones.
Rehearsals for MCC’s Philharmonic orchestra begin Feb.
13. The orchestra is for instrumentalists with previous instrumental ensemble experience. Rehearsals are in the
Greenville Middle School Band Room from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Mondays from Feb. 13 through April 17, with no class on
Feb. 20. The cost is $15 per person. Please contact Director Jeff Ayres at ayresj@greenville.k12.mi.us or (616) 8941071 for more information.
Rehearsals for MCC’s Alumni and friends Choir begin
Feb. 23. The choir is for students, alumni, faculty and
community members who like to sing. No previous experience is required. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from Feb.
23 through April 20 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in room M211
in the Morford Building on the college’s Sidney campus.
The cost is $15 per person. Please contact Director Valerie
Vander Mark at valv@montcalm.edufor more information.
Registration is required to participate in the orchestra
or choir. Please visit http://www.montcalm.edu/noncreditwww.montcalm.edu/noncredit to register online or call
MCC’s Greenville campus at (616) 754-7706.
43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org
Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
SPENCERTOWNSHIP
TOWNSHIPBRANCH
BRANCH
SPENCER
14960Meddler
MeddlerAve.
Ave.
14960
1-877-243-2466(toll
(tollfree)
free)
1-877-243-2466
Monday&&Wednesday:
Wednesday:9:30
9:30AM
AM––5:00
5:00PM
PM
Monday
Tuesday&&Thursday:
Thursday:12:00
12:00––8:00
8:00PM
PM
Tuesday
Friday:12:00
12:00––5:00
5:00PM
PM
Friday:
Saturday:
9:30
AM
–
1:30PM
PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre

January 27 • 28 • 29

showtimes:

The Cedar Springs
Post Newspaper

Fri: 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sat: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sun: 3:00PM • 6:00PM
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

Digital Movie Tickets

ONLY

3.00

$

616-696-SHOW
7469

coming soon:

Newspaper
4,173 Likes

Visit us at
www.facebook.com

Feb. 3-5

Feb. 10-12

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Sunday, February 12th @ 7 PM
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
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New Year New You
Health • Fitness • Business • Finance • and

more

Four mindful strategies for a healthy 2017
(BPT) - Losing weight and
increasing exercise commonly
make the top of New Year’s
resolution lists. Yet many people fall short of their wellness
goals each year. What can you
do differently in 2017 to ensure
you’re among those who succeed?
“Mental health and taking
time for yourself can greatly improve your chances of
achieving your health and
wellness goals,” says the Mayo
Clinic. “It’s important to realize that changing any behavior is often a complex process
that requires you to address the
mental as well as physical aspects of the change you want
to achieve.”
Below are helpful strategies
from the wellness professionals at Mayo Clinic to assist you
in achieving your goals this
year:
Be on your mental game
Weight loss is a common
New Year’s resolution goal,
but to achieve it, you’ll likely
need to do more than simply
change your eating habits. Be-

haviors, thoughts
and emotions may
be playing a role in
keeping you from
shedding pounds.
For example, not
getting
enough
sleep can thwart
better eating and
exercise
habits.
Sleep deprivation
can hinder your
ability to control
your
emotions,
interfere with positive thought processes and make
you too tired to
exercise regularly.
Being aware of
factors that contribute to negative habits not only can help
you succeed, it can also help
you sustain the changes.
Be aware of self-talk
Everyone has an integral dialogue, and it’s the voice we all
believe the most. Is yours negative or positive? The voice of
your self-talk can greatly affect
your confidence level. Pay attention to your self-talk and

evaluate if what you’re telling
yourself is actually true.
When self-talk turns negative, try to challenge it and find
a more positive way to look at
the situation. For example, turn
“I always fail at losing weight
because I eat too much” into
“I enjoy eating fruits and vegetables and can easily eat three
servings a day.”
It will take time and practice
to learn how to turn negative

self-talk into positive, so be patient with yourself.
Fight boredom with fun
and creativity
People fail at wellness goals
for many reasons, including
boredom. Approaching your
goals with a creative and fun
attitude can help keep them
fresh and exciting and keep
you on track!
Try learning something new
or vary your routine. For ex-

ample, try a new
recipe or modify
your usual food
choices. Learn to
use a new piece of
equipment at the
gym, or take an exercise class to learn
something you’ve
always wanted to
do.
Dance around
the house, take a
healthy cooking
class, read a book,
travel, check an
item off your bucket list or create a list
if you don’t have
one. However you
define “fun,” if you enjoy what
you’re doing, you’re more
likely to want to keep doing it.
Prepare to overcome setbacks
No matter how committed
you are to a goal, setbacks are
normal. Don’t let them derail
you. Planning for setbacks and
how you’ll overcome them can
help you stay on track for the
long term.

When planning how you’ll
reach a desired behavior
change, try including some
what-if scenarios. For example, if your fitness routine includes a yoga class after work
and you get delayed, think
about what you could do to still
meet your exercise goal. You
might be able to substitute another class or use body weight
exercises at home. Having a
back-up plan in case your original goal doesn’t work out can
help you avoid “all-or-nothing” thinking.
If you experience a setback,
be compassionate with yourself; change is rarely easy. Giving yourself a break will help
you dust yourself off and get
back on track.
By taking a mindful and proactive approach to your health,
you’ll be on the way towards
achieving your wellness goals
through 2017 and beyond. To
learn more about healthy living, visit www.mayoclinic.org/
healthy-lifestyle. For more information on customized wellness programs at Mayo Clinic,
view our Healthy Living Program.

Make Zika virus precautions a part of your winter travel plans
MDHHS confirms 69 cases of Zika virus among Michigan travelers
For many Michigan residents, the winter months often
include travel to warmer climates. The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS) is urging
travelers to protect themselves
from Zika virus while travelling to places with active
Zika transmission. Zika virus
is spread to people primarily
through the bite of infected
Aedes aegypti and Aedes al-

bopictus mosquitoes, which
have not been found in Michigan, but are common in tropical areas and some parts of the
United States.
This year, the CDC is making it possible for you to get
travel updates about the Zika
virus on the go. By texting
PLAN to 855-255-5606, you’ll
receive helpful tips on how to:
• Pack and plan for your trip.
• Stay protected on your trip.

• Stay healthy when you return home.
“Before you travel, find out
if Zika virus is a risk at your
planned destination,” said Dr.
Eden Wells, chief medical
executive with the MDHHS.
“Pregnant women and couples who are planning to conceive in the near future should
avoid nonessential travel to
areas with active Zika virus
transmission because infection

during pregnancy is linked to
serious birth defects and miscarriage. Travelers can prevent
Zika virus infection by taking
precautions to avoid mosquito
bites.”
People who travel to an area
with Zika should:
• Wear long-sleeved shirts
and long pants.
• Stay and sleep in places
with air conditioning or that
use window and door screens.

Peace ofButmind
is
priceless.
it costs just $39 a year.
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Care Plan
Just $39 a year protects
you from out-of-pocket
ambulance expenses.
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• If your plans include travel to more remote areas, take
along a permethrin-treated bed
net to use while sleeping.
• Use EPA-registered insect
repellents with one of the following active ingredients:
DEET, picaridin, IR3535,
oil of lemon eucalyptus or
paramenthane-diol, or 2-undecanone.
To date, Michigan has confirmed 69 cases of Zika virus
disease in travelers, including three pregnant women. In
the U.S., over 1,200 pregnant
women have been identified
with possible Zika infection,
resulting in 41 Zika-affected
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infants to date. MDHHS is
participating in the U.S. Zika
Pregnancy Registry, an effort
to learn more about the effects
of Zika virus infection during
pregnancy.
All of the Zika cases in
Michigan are travel related.
While the virus is primarily
transmitted through the bite
of an infected mosquito, it’s
important that residents of reproductive age are aware of
the risks associated with sexual transmission of Zika virus.
Zika can be spread through sex
without a condom. Most cases
of sexual transmission have
Zika - continues on page 9

City • 555-555-5555

website
www.gebhardtins.com
website
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MDHHS reporting an increase in pertussis,
recommends vaccination
The Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services is supporting the Oakland
County Health Division following an increase in the number of identified pertussis
cases, commonly referred to as whooping
cough.
“Pertussis is a contagious disease that easily spreads between people and can be difficult to diagnose,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief
medical executive for the MDHHS. “We
support the proactive efforts of the Oakland
County Health Division in ensuring residents are aware of this increase and the steps
they can take to protect themselves and their
children.”
Anyone exposed to pertussis and displaying symptoms should be evaluated by a doctor to determine if antibiotics are needed.
Infants younger than 12 months are at greatest risk. Infants and children who have not
been fully vaccinated against pertussis are
at a higher risk of developing severe illness.
To be fully immunized, doses are given at

2, 4, 6, and 15 months.
The last dose is given at
4 years old.
Pertussis is a
very
contagious
disease that usually starts with coldlike symptoms and
maybe a mild cough or fever. After 1 to 2
weeks, severe coughing can begin. Pertussis
can cause violent and rapid coughing, over
and over, until the air is gone from the lungs
and people are forced to inhale with a loud
“whooping” sound. In infants, the cough can
be minimal or not even there. Other symptoms include:
*Runny nose
*Nasal congestion
*Sneezing
*Red, watery eyes
*Mild fever
*Dry cough
*Vomiting after coughing fits

People infected with pertussis can
spread the disease by coughing or
sneezing in close contact with others
who breathe in the bacteria. Pertussis is most contagious during the
first two weeks of illness.
Infants are at highest risk of severe disease and death; older siblings and adults often are the
source.
Infants and children should receive pertussis vaccine series (DTaP) as per the U.S.
recommended childhood immunization
schedule. All doses should be given as close
to the recommended ages as possible. A pertussis vaccine booster dose (Tdap) is recommended for adolescents and adults, and
is especially important for those in contact
with infants. Current recommendations call
for a single lifetime Tdap booster dose with
the following exception: a dose of Tdap is
recommended for pregnant females in each
pregnancy between weeks 27 and 36.
For more information about pertussis, visit
www.cdc.gov/pertussis.

more

Zika
...continued from page 8

involved people who had symptoms of Zika
virus infection. However, recent evidence suggests that asymptomatic males may be capable
of transmitting Zika virus to their sex partners.
There is currently no vaccine or treatment for
Zika.
Zika virus illness is typically mild. The most
common symptoms are fever, rash, joint pain,
and conjunctivitis (red eyes) lasting for several
days to a week after being bitten by an infected
mosquito. Zika has also been linked to Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS), an uncommon
condition of the nervous system following infections.
Zika virus is an emerging disease and recommendations are changing as new information
becomes available. The CDC currently recommends the following for travelers:
• Pregnant women should not travel to areas
with active Zika transmission. If they must travel, they should take precautions to prevent mosquito bites.
Zika - continues on page 12
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Forest Hills Central and Midland Chemic Clash Invite
By Barbra Chong

On Friday, January 20, the
Cedar Springs High School
wrestling team traveled to Forest Hills Central for an OK
White Conference Dual. The
Red Hawks claimed a victory
with a final score of 43-28. Winning their matches to contribute
to the win was 119 lb Logan
Hull; 125 lb Aaron Smith; 135
lb Jordan Ringler; 140 lb Jacob
Galinis; 145 lb Lucus Pienton;
171 lb Ryan Ringler; Heavy
Weight Patrick Depiazza; and
112 lb Nathan Male.
On Saturday, January 21, the
Red Hawks traveled to Midland
for their Chemic Clash Invite
with six teams competing. The

first opponent of the day was
Anchor Bay, and the Red Hawks
lost, 24-40. The Red Hawks
rallied to secure a win against
Freeland, 57-15 and continued
the winning streak against Mott,
66-16. Gaylord was the next opponent and it ended with a loss,
30-47. The Red Hawks ended
the day against Midland with a
win and final score of 42-26.
The final team standings were
Anchor Bay with the Championship, Gaylord in 2nd Place,
Cedar Springs with 3rd Place
and Midland in 4th Place.
Individual records are as follows: 171/189 lb Ryan Ringler,
Heavy Weight Patrick Depiazza
and 135/140 lb Jordan Ringler
went undefeated, 5-0 for the

day. Also undefeated for the day
are 125/130 lb Aaron Smith, 4-0
and 125 lb Patrick Fliearman,
3-0. 215 lb Chris Shaffer, 119
lb Logan Hull, 140/145 lb Jacob
Galinis and 145/152 lb Lucus
Pienton secured 3 wins each.
112 lb Nathan Male, 130/135 lb
Jordan Andrus, 152/160 lb Zak
Schmid and 160/171 lb Xavier
Anderson secured 2 wins each
and 189 lb Nate Patin secured
a win.
“With the post season rapidly approaching, we are seeing
some of the boys begin to peak
at the right time. February 2017
should be a very exciting time
for Cedar Springs Varsity Wrestling,” said Head Coach Nick
Emery.

Red Hawk senior Patrick Fliearman at 125 lbs with a victory over Talan Cole of Midland. Photo by B.
Chong.

Cheer teams continue to finish in top spots

The Cedar Springs JV Competitive Cheer team at Comstock Park.

The Cedar Springs Varsity Competitive Cheer team at West Catholic High School.

On Monday, January 16,
the Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer teams traveled to
Comstock Park for another
Comstock Park Invitational.

•
•
•
•
•

Two teams competed at the
JV level. With an unexpected
absence from the team, coach
Katy Hradsky had to quickly
change and rework all three
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rounds.
In round 1, Cedar Springs
JV took the mat and earned
a score of 188.6. After round
2 they scored an additional
157.2, bringing their subtotal to 345.8. Round 3 gained
them an additional 229.2,
giving them a final score of
575 and a second place finish.
Four teams competed at
the Varsity level.
After round 1 was complete, Cedar Springs Varsity
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received a score of 221.2.
Round 2 gained them an additional 216.58, brining their
subtotal to 437.78. Round 3
gained them 285.2, giving
them a final score of 722.98
and another first place finish.
On, Friday, January 20,
Cedar Springs JV & Varsity traveled to West Catholic
High School for the WCHS
Competitive Cheer Invitational. There were 16 high
school teams competing,
three at the JV level, and four

to second place with more
than a 20-point lead.
The completion of round
3 gained an additional 274.6
and a final score of 706.06
and a second place finish.
Wednesday Cedar Springs
will host the next Conference
meet. Conference meets are
what helps move the girls beyond the regular season and
on to districts, regionals, and
state competition.
On Saturday January 28,
Cedar Springs JV and Varsity
will travel to East Kentwood
High School for the LMCOAA Competition.
Come out and support
these ladies and show your
Red Hawk pride, as they
work hard to represent their
coaches and school.

Only $69* Registration open for
Hurry! Limited time offer!

Furnace Service &
Check Up Special

When you
mention
this ad.

D2 teams competing with
our Varsity girls.
Cedar Springs JV took the
lead in round 1 with a score
of 184.90. Round 2 gained
them another 158.72. After a
10-point deduction, they had
a subtotal score of 333.62
and a 30 point lead going
into round 3. The completion of round 3 gained an
additional 234.2 points and
secured their first place finish
with a final score of 567.82
Cedar Springs Varsity ended
round 1 with a score of 217.6
and third place at the start
of competition, with only a
three-point difference between 1st and 3rd place.
Round 2 gained them
213.86 points and brought
them to a subtotal score of
431.46, which moved them
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winter state games
Four new sports added

The fourth annual Meijer State Games of Michigan Winter Games are quickly approaching. Over 2,000 athletes will
be competing in 20 different sports throughout January and
February. Registration for the 2017 Winter Games is now
open. The main weekend for competition is February 17-19,
with events on January 29 and February 4-5. For the 2017
games, four new sports have been added to the competition including: Swimming (Postal Meet), Futsal, Shooting
Sports- Sporting Clays, and the Winter Try-Athlon (Cross
games - continues on page 11
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WMP wrestlers bring home medals
By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to Lowell and Alma this past weekend. WMP had 3
grapplers enter to compete. Aiden Dowdell
took second place in the 155 lb, 13/15 age
group; and Selina Stalker finished in third in
the 61 lb, 4/6 age group.
The Alma panthers hosted a monster trophy
tournament where 13 WMP grapplers entered
to compete, placing 11 in the top 4. In fourth
place was 52 lb Desmond Smith, 4/6 age
group; in third place was 59 lb Landon Foss,
9/10 age group and 72 lb Tyler Parmeter, 7/8
age group. In second place was 67 lb Luke
Egan, 9/10 age group; 52 lb Kaleb Pautke,
7/8 age group, 80 lb Blake Peasley, 9/10 age
West Michigan Pursuit wrestler Isaiah Sostenes was a champion in the 75 lb 9/10 age group and 59 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age group.
group at Alma last weekend. Photo by B. Chong.
Champions of the day were 64 lb Quinten
Cassiday, 7/8 age group; 67 lb Chayson Eberspeaker, 7/8 age group; 61 lb Drew Moro, 7/8 age group and 75 lb Isaiah Sostenes, 9/10 age group.
“Judging by the caliber of competition at this tournament, it gives me a great perspective of where we stand within the
West Region. I am very proud of the kids who wrestle under me,” said Head Coach Dave Andrus.

CS Youth wrestlers take top spots
By Jacquie Troupe

Page 11

Games
...continued from page 10

Country Skiing, Luge, and Speed Skating).
Swimming (Postal Meet) competitors swim at their local
pool and mail in their split sheet. Athletes will swim as far as
they can for one hour. They can choose to participate in the
individual race, relay race, small team, or large team race.
Futsal is similar to indoor soccer played on a basketball
court. It is played with five players on each side. This sport is
fast-paced and requires technical skill and
concentration from the athletes.
Sporting Clays, traditionally a Summer Games sport,
makes its first appearance in the Winter Games. Athletes taking part in this sport will be shooting 100 birds and need to
come prepared with their own shooting equipment and protective gear.
The Winter Try-Athlon includes cross country skiing, luge
and speed skating. It is a competition and learning opportunity with clinics available for each sport. Individuals who have
little or no background in one or all of the three events are
encouraged to register.
Registration continues to be available online for all sports.
The sports line up for the fourth annual Meijer State Games
of Michigan Winter Games scheduled events include Archery—Indoor, Basketball, BMX—Indoor, Bowling, Cross
Country Skiing, Darts, Disc Golf, Fatbike, Fencing (including a wheelchair division), Fencing, Futsal, Karate, Racquetball, Rowing—Virtual, Ski/Snowboard, Shooting Sports
(Pistol and Sporting Clays), Snowball Softball, Swimming
(Postal Meet), Winter Try-Athlon, and Wrestling.
For a complete listing of all the sports included in the 2017
Winter Games and how to register, please visit www.stategamesofmichigan.com/wintergamesregistration.
In 2016, the Meijer State Games of Michigan Winter
Games offered 20 sports, bringing more than 2,000 athletes
from 25 Michigan counties to West Michigan. Meijer State
Games of Michigan Winter Games participants and visitors
contributed more than $500,000 in direct visitor spending
that benefited West Michigan area hotels and local businesses.
Volunteers are still needed. Volunteer opportunities include
assisting with
operations, registration, meal delivery, and more. Visit our
volunteer page (www.stategamesofmichigan.com/volunteer).
Modeled after the Olympics, the Meijer State Games of
Michigan welcomes athletes regardless of age or ability level, and embodies the values of participation, sportsmanship
and healthy living among residents
of Michigan. In August 2017, the Meijer State Games of
Michigan will play host to the 2017 State Games of America.

On
Sunday,
January 23, CSYWC joined 66
other teams to
participate in the
West
Region’s
Lowell Open &
Novice
Tournament. Twenty-nine CS Youth
Wrestlers competed with 530
others to take the
top spots in 101
classes. The team
had 58 wins and
43 losses. The
team came in 2nd
in match points
with 395, took
2nd place with
number of pins/
techs in shortest
amount of time
with 36 in 66:52. CS Youth wrestlers finished in top spots at the Lowell Open and Novice tournament last weeend. Photo by J. Troupe.
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NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
Village of Sand Lake
will be holding
Fiscal Year 2017-2018
Budget Workshops
Th. Feb. 02nd at 6:00 pm
Fri. Feb. 03rd at 6:00 pm
Mon. Feb. 06th at 6:00 pm
Th. Feb. 09th at 6:00 pm
MONDAY, FEBBRUARY 20, 2017 7:00 PM
At the
SAND LAKE MUNICIPAL BUILDING
2 Maple St. Sand Lake, MI 49343
616-636-8854
Dated: January 26, 2017

Solon
Township Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Public noTice

noTice oF Public HeARinG
PleASe be ADViSeD that Solon Township will
hold a public hearing to solicit public comments on
the award and allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds at Solon Township
Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue, Cedar Springs, MI on
February 14, 2017 at 7:30 pm.
For Program Year 2017-2018, the award from Kent
County is estimated at $18,289. Funding levels
and proposed projects, such as road improvements
and blight removal, will be considered.
All interested parties are invited to attend the public
hearing or provide written comments to Mary Lou
Poulsen, Solon Township Clerk, 15185 Algoma Ave
NE, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. For further information, contact Robert Ellick, Solon Township Supervisor.
Dated: Jan. 19, 2017

Public Notice
thursday, January 12, 2017
7:00 p.m.
cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.
cedar Springs, Michigan
The meeting was called to Order at 7:08 p.m. by
Mayor Gerald Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. Six councilmembers were present. Two
citizens addressed the Council during the Public
Forum. The agenda and consent agendas were
approved.
Discussions were held on: use of council chambers fees/guidelines, IFT request for Display
Pack, Industrial Facilities tax abatement guidelines, farmers market ordinance, and agreement
for library services with Solon Township.
The following were approved: Resolution 201701 to approve the Cedar Springs Manufacturing
request for Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption for
$1,200,000 Real Property, Purchase of a Western
Wide Out Plow from Hookstra Equipment not to
exceed $5,480.00, Library Budget amendments to
reflect new library construction costs, Final Preliminary Plat Approval to the Prairie Run North (with
contingencies), and resolution approving possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages on
city property by the Yankee Zephyr Racing Promotions at their February 17th and 18th Michigan
Winter Fest Event (with contingencies). Correspondence offered. The City Manager’s and department reports were given. Council comments
were heard. At 8:55 p.m. meeting entered closed
session for the personnel evaluation of the City
Manager. At 10:10 p.m. the meeting reconvened
in to open session. Council affirmed the retention
of City Manager and issued a $2,000 raise for the
2017 year that will bring annual salary to $74,000.
The Meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the
office of the City Clerk and will be posted on the
City’s website upon approval.
Dated: Jan. 26, 2017

Rebecca Newland
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Mary Lou Poulsen,
Solon Township Clerk

Zika
...continued from page 8

• For non-pregnant women
who travel to areas with active
Zika transmission, it is recommended they prevent pregnancy for at least eight weeks from
symptom onset (if ill) or last
possible exposure (if illness
does not develop).
• For men who return from
travel, it is recommended they
use condoms and avoid conception for at least six months,
regardless of whether they develop an illness consistent with
Zika virus disease.
• Men who have been in
an area with active Zika virus
transmission and have a pregnant partner should either use
condoms the right way every
time they have sex, or not have
sex for the duration of the pregnancy.
MDHHS is working closely
with the CDC to find additional
Zika cases in returning travelers or their partners, and is co-

ordinating with local health departments to enhance mosquito
surveillance programs.
Additionally, the MDHHS
laboratory has added capacity
to test for Zika infection to help
improve public health response
time. For the most current information about Zika, visit
www.cdc.gov/zika.
Statewide case counts and
Michigan-specific information
can be found on the MDHHS
Zika webpage www.michigan.gov/zika. MDHHS will
provide updates on the total
number of cases statewide,
including the number of pregnant women. Additional information about the cases will not
be made available due to health
privacy concerns.
National statistics about
pregnancies and pregnancy
outcomes are available on the
CDC website at http://www.
cdc.gov/zika/geo/pregnancy-outcomes.html.
For information about Zika
in a specific Michigan county,
contact the local health department.

Business &
Professional

Leticia Nielsen/Clerk

Summary of the
Regular Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council

Thursday, January 26, 2017

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Brynadette
Powell
• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

$
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  "616.696.3900

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

WE INSTALL

•Clutches

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

FLORIST

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

North End Tire & Auto

(616) 439-3400

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

small ads make ¢ents - advertise in The POST

UNABLE TO WORK? • DENIED BENEFITS? • WE CAN HELP!

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY

Shopping For Insurance? Put Your Family’s
Financial Protection First On Your List
Join Our Family Of Satisfied Policyholders

BUY $

GLOBE LIFE INSURANCE

Fighting for Your Social Security Disability
Benefits for Over 20 Years!

“

100,000

I could not be happier about the job performance of BGA.
They have proven that they are there to help unfortunate
people who are in need of a helping hand. America should be
proud to have them represent those in need.
-Gil B.
I would recommend them to anyone

”

Applications/Hearings/Appeals
Immediate Access to Experienced Personnel
We Strive For Quick Claim Approval
Free Consultation

Call for an Immediate Evaluation

(800) 252-2364

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.
Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C.
Office: Broward County, FL. Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

Choose $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 Or Up To $100,000 Coverage

• Monthly Rates As Low As
$3.49 For Adults &
$2.17 For Children & Grandchildren
• No Medical Exam
- Only A Few Yes/No Health Questions

• 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

For FREE/No Obligation Information
Call Toll Free

800-655-5416

Globe Life Has Been Serving
Families For Over 65 Years

Visit The POST online @ www.cedarspringspost.com
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Manager
...continued from front page

working relationship with Council, staff and the public.
Womack also received praise for conducting the City’s
business in a pleasant, positive and professional manner.
Councilors did note that Womack could work harder at
reaching out to City businesses and would like to see him
continue working on the Heart of Cedar Springs project,
the new fire barn and new streets and sidewalks in the City.
City Council voted 7-0 to retain Womack as City Manager and voted 7-0 to increase Womack’s salary $2000 per
year to $74,000.
Womack started as City Manager on August 1st, 2016,
replacing Thad Taylor, who departed the City for Manistee
in November, 2015. Womack stated that he was very happy
with Council’s vote of confidence in him and that Cedar
Springs has been very welcoming.
“I look forward to working for the community for several years to come,” said Womack. “The City is working
towards being more business-friendly and I’m looking forward to all the opportunities for growth and improvement
in the near future.”

Shooting
...continued from front page

Jonathan is the son of David and Mary Sper of Grand
Rapids. The shooting happened at the home of his
brother and sister-in-law,
Jarred and Sara Sper.
According to his obituary,
Jonathan graduated from
Abilene Christian University in 2014. He was described
as a dreamer, full of life,
who loved people, and had
Jonathan David Sper mugshot
an entrepreneurial spirit.
from Kent County Correctional
A memorial service will Facility.
be held at Ada Bible Church
on Knapp St., Saturday, January 28, at 11 a.m. Visitation
will be at 10 a.m. In lieu of flowers, family asked that donations be made to the National Alliance on Mental Illness
at http://ifundraise.nami.org/campaign/sper.
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Officer
...continued from page 3

West Bloomfield were riding east of Munising in a backcountry
area in Burt Township.
“We were stranded out south of the Kingston Plains when we
placed a 911 call to (the) Alger County Sheriff around 6 p.m.,”
Vorhes said in a message commending the efforts of the two officers.
Vorhes said the two riders were broke down and lost, off trail
in 4-5 feet of snow, along the Clyde Lake Road, north of Trail 88
and 43, south of the Adams Truck Trail.
“It was blowing and cold that night,” Evink said.
One of the snowmobilers had just crossed a lake and buried his
sled in snow coming off the ice. The second rider went to get help
and his machine broke down.
“The engine seized,” Evink said.
Arriving in the area deputies had picked up from cellphone signals, Evink and Tembreull began following snowmobile tracks
into the woods and, eventually, footprints.
“Somehow they were able to find us showing exceptional recovery skills, noticing our footprints in a gully then following
them until they came upon us,” Vorhes said.
Evink said the officers found the two riders in a makeshift shelter they had fashioned under a pine tree.
“We had no illumination, light or any sort of emergency preparedness kit—a cardinal sin when venturing out in any conditions into the remote Upper Peninsula,” Vorhes said.
The officers activated their patrol lights to let the snowmobilers
know they were police approaching.
“They saw our lights and started walking toward us,” Evink
said.
After freeing the snowmobile that had been stuck in the snow,
the officers and the snowmobilers rode about a half mile to the
place where the second sled was broken down.
Determining the engine would not start, they unhooked a belt
so the track of the sled would freely spin and the machine could
then be towed to a place where it could be retrieved the following
day.
Vorhes said this added about two hours to the rescue effort.
“Put simply, Dave and Mike were going to make sure that
not only were we returned safety, but our equipment was also
returned safety,” Vorhes said. “With weather conditions of zero
degrees, without wind chill, winds gusting between 25-30 mph
and snowing heavily, creating a very low visibility, they were not
fazed or detoured by these conditions.
“Once they located us they kept our spirits high and kept saying
that they were having a blast, ‘This is what we live for,’” Vorhes said. “Dave and Mike are heroes. They saved our lives that
night.”
Evink said the two snowmobilers were cold, but coherent. The
riders began to warm up as they helped in the work to get the
sleds out of the woods.
“If they had been stuck out there all night they would have been
in pretty bad shape,” Evink said. “Their extremities were pretty
cold.”
The men were found about 2.5 miles from Alger County H-58
and only two-tenths of a mile from the Adams Trail.
“With the way the winds and the snow was blowing that night,
they would have had no idea they were that close to the road,”
Evink said.
The riders were taken back to a staging area where they were
met by an Alger County Sheriff’s deputy who returned them to
Munising where they spent the night with a relative.
“With Shared areas of responsibility, and with an emphasis on
inter-agency cooperation, the U.S. Forest Service law enforcement officers and conservation officers oftentimes work together
in cooperation to achieve our various management goals,” said
Tembreull, who is from L’Anse and has worked with the Forest
Service for the past decade.
On the night of the search and rescue, Tembreull and Evink
were conducting a joint patrol looking for registrations and safety
violations.
“I believe it is important to maintain and foster a strong interagency relationship and assist each other in the best way possible
to benefit the public and natural resources,” Tembreull said.
After working for a year as a law enforcement officer with the
city of Cadillac, Evink was hired as a conservation officer with
the DNR in 2010. A native of Grand Rapids, Evink was assigned
to Schoolcraft County and he has been on patrol there since.
“These two incidents are examples of the important role Michigan conservation officers play in lifesaving and search and rescue operations throughout the state,” said Gary Hagler, chief of
the DNR Law Enforcement Division. “Conservation officers are
well-trained and routinely respond to a wide range of situations
where people find themselves in need of assistance.”
Michigan conservation officers are fully commissioned state
peace officers who provide natural resources protection, ensure
recreational safety and protect citizens by providing general law
enforcement duties and lifesaving operations in the communities
they serve.
Learn more about Michigan conservation officers at www.
michigan.gov/conservationofficers.

Trails

Page 13

...continued from page 6

comes to snowmobiling, there are plenty of opportunities to ride
in southwestern Michigan as well, with about 700 miles of sled
trails.
“There are a lot of trails in southwest Michigan that are close to
population centers that many folks don’t even think about. Many
of these trails go through DNR lands, and can be very scenic,”
Neiss said. “While snow conditions are much more temperamental in southwest Michigan than in the north, if you catch it right,
there is no need to drive hundreds of miles to ride.”
There are snowmobiling trails on National Forest lands too,
which riders often use along with state trail routes.
“There are 1,157 miles of designated snowmobile trails on National Forest system lands. The U.S. Forest Service and Michigan DNR work together with club sponsors to ensure these trails
are maintained,” said Kristen Thrall, recreation and hydropower
program manager and forest accessibility coordinator for the Huron-Manistee National Forests. “We have worked together since
the 1970s to develop a high-quality long-distance system that connects communities to the great outdoors.”
According to a 2012 National Visitor Use Monitoring Study, 27
percent of people recreating in the national forests identify snowmobiling as their primary activity.
There is plenty of information available on the DNR website
to help plan a snowmobiling adventure, including trail maps in a
variety of formats and links to trail reports from organizations like
the Michigan Snowmobile Association.
Snowmobilers need to purchase a snowmobile trail permit,
which is required to operate snowmobiles in Michigan and is valid for one year, from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30. Riders also need to register their snowmobile, as a valid registration from the Secretary
of State (or another state or province) is required to ride as well.
Those new to snowmobiling who would like to try out this fun
winter experience should consider rental snowmobiles that are
available.
This week (Jan. 21-29) is International Snowmobile Safety
Week, a great time to brush up on how to stay safe while out on
the trail.
“Safety is the most important aspect of this sport,” said Lt.
Pete Wright, a DNR district law supervisor. “Safe snowmobiling
means riding within your own capabilities, operating at safe and
appropriate speeds for the terrain, and never drinking alcohol before or while driving. Always wear a helmet and adequate clothing, stay on the designated trails, and always snowmobile with
another person, never alone.”

Other safety tips from the DNR include:

Always keep your machine in top mechanical condition.
Pick safe places to stop off the trail.
Be aware of changing trail conditions.
Use extra caution when riding on an unfamiliar trail.
Stay far enough behind other riders to avoid the snow kicked up
by their machines. This flying snow may blind snowmobilers to
hazards, including other riders.
Check the weather conditions before you depart.
When possible, avoid crossing frozen bodies of water. Never
operate in a single file when crossing frozen bodies of water.
Always be alert to avoid fences and low-strung wires.
Never operate on a street or highway.
Always look for depressions in the snow.
Keep headlights and tail lights on at all times.
When approaching an intersection, come to a complete stop,
raise off the seat and look both ways for traffic.
Steer clear of trail groomers if you can. Never follow a groomer,
give groomers the right of way, and if you meet one head-on, give
it room to maneuver.
Snowmobilers also should make sure they are familiar with all
of the rules and regulations for snowmobiling in Michigan, as well
as the universal snowmobile trail signage the DNR developed to
help keep everyone safe on the trails.
Snowmobile safety education training and online safety courses are recommended for all snowmobile operators and are required for youth 12 to 16 years old.
In 2016, Michigan had more than 200,000 registered snowmobiles – only Minnesota and Wisconsin had more, according to a
report from the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association.
The same report indicates that, in the United States, snowmobiling has an economic impact of $26 billion annually and that
the average rider spends $4,000 each year on snowmobile-related
recreation.
It’s clear that snowmobiling contributes significantly to Michigan’s tourism industry and the state’s economy.
“I snowmobile quite a bit and meet all kinds of wonderful people out being safe on the trails, spending money, and enjoying the
U.P.,” Yesney said.
Snowmobiling is a social sport, with clubs throughout the state.
The Michigan Snowmobiling Association maintains a list of clubs
at www.msasnow.org/snowmobile-clubs.
Learn more about snowmobiling in Michigan at michigan.gov/
snowmobiling.
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Call 616.696.3655

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Announcement

Next to Meijer

For Sale

Help
Wanted

Two
Bedroom
Apartment
Rockford, Lake Bella Vista,
Washer/Dryer
Hookup,
Garage, Covered Deck, Lake
Access.
$700.00
Month,
$400.00 deposit and utilities.
616.644.2505. #4p

SKILLED
TRADES:
Local
company now hiring for fulltime construction work in West
Michigan,
with
competitive
pay and benefits. 6 months
experience required. Call 616942-8933 for more information.
#4,5b

616-696-1100

Storage
CEDARFIELD

lost AND
found
Found: Walmart gift card
found on January 2nd by Dollar
General in Cedar Springs. Call
616-337-1673 to identify. #1

SELF StoRAgE

small ads
make ¢ents

616-696-1100

696-3655

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Next to Meijer

Got money?
Make Easy Money by becoming a
Sales Rep for The Cedar Springs POST

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commission Rate
• No Nights or Weekends
• No Long Distance Driving
Send resumes to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

P ST

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
PETS of the Week

Services

Trina– Female American Staffordshire Terrier Mix

Rockford Quarterly Coin
Show: Rockford Sportsman’s Club. Sunday February 5th from 9am – 4 pm.
FREE admission. FREE
appraisals. BUY, SELL,
TRADE with area collectors and dealers. #4,5p

New 2016 Home

13665 Safflower Lane

for Rent

Apt: DN/TN Cedar Springs
1 B/R, remodeled: includes
heat, trash, O/S parking,
snow plowing, snow removal
sidewalk to steps. $700 mo.
Plus security deposit (non
smoker). Tenant to pay monthly
electric and any cable (no pets).
Call 616-893-5011. #4p

HOMES
for Sale
CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

Apartments

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

The

Thursday, January 26, 2017

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

616-893-6138
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

Critter

Corner
Found: Cat, gray/black tiger
striped. Found January 10th
in the area of Muskegon and
Grant St. Call 616-717-3610. #2
Free: Kittens – 6 kittens, about
10 weeks old, weened and litter
box trained, mousers. Also,
adult female cat (not mom), 2
years old. Good mouser. All
these cats are used to dogs.
616-255-4367. #2

Lost • Found • Free

I am a sweet, happy
2 year old American Staffy mix with
a lot of love to give!
I would do well with
an active individual who likes to go
for walks and play. I
was transferred to
Humane Society of
West Michigan from
another shelter and
am reported to generally do well with other dogs, but I can be selective about
female dogs. Due to my energy levels I may not be the right
fit for a home with small children. Now through January
29th adult dogs ages 5 months and older have their adoption fees reduced to $75. Please come meet me at Humane
Society of West Michigan!
Twix – Female Domestic Short Hair
I’m a sweet 6 year
old cat who loves
to snuggle up for
a nap. I like a laid
back environment
and a cozy place to
curl up. If I sound
like the right fit for
your relaxed home
please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Adoption special: Adoption fee is reduced to
$75 through 1/29/17 on adult dogs (5 months & older).
As always, all animals 7 years and older have their
adoption fees waived due to generous grant funding.
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday
12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

JOIN US IN MARCH 2017
FOR THIS EXCITING
FUNDRAISING PARTY!

Classifieds are online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

Voting
...continued from front page

based on feedback. The contracts also cover service and
maintenance.
A team of Michigan Bureau of Elections staff, local election officials and purchasing agents from the Secretary of
State’s Office and the Michigan Department of Technology,
Management and Budget reviewed the proposals and equipment before recommending approval of a contract with three
vendors. Elections staff sought extensive feedback about the
systems from local election officials and advocates for Michigan voters with disabilities.
Solon Township clerk Mary Lou Poulsen said that County
Elections Director, Susan de Steiguer, kept the local clerks of
Kent County well informed during the long process of voting
equipment replacement. “She served as an advisory member
on the Michigan Bureau of Elections’ committee charged
with the task of recommending replacement systems,” explained Poulsen. She said local clerks will get to try out the
systems at a presentation in March.
“Fortunately, Solon Township has had good experience
with the current tabulation equipment, with a few problems
in the tabulation of Absent Voter ballots, where creases from
being folded and mailed have caused jamming…(but) we

never did have much luck with the Automark system that
was designed for voters needing assistance in the polls. The
machines were cumbersome, slow and jammed easily,” she
explained.
Poulsen added that yes, she does think it is time to replace
the equipment. “Twelve years is a quite a good lifespan for
this type of equipment.”
But what does concern her is that they don’t yet know how
much of the cost the township will have to cover. “That’s still
quite a concern for us as we prepare next year’s budget,” she
said.
Johnson said that the new equipment will be paid for with
$30 million in federal Help America Vote Act money that
the Secretary of State’s Office has saved for more than a deHonorary Chair:
cade, and with $10 million approved by the Legislature with
the support of Gov. Snyder. This funding will cover most of
the up-front cost for the new systems. Cities and townships
will pay for the remaining cost, which will vary, depending
on which vendor is selected, and for extended service and
maintenance, which will begin in the 6th year of the contract
period.
The equipment voters used in 2016 was rolled out in 2004
Stacie Behler,
and 2005 when Michigan beganGroup
usingVice
optical-scan
Presidentvoting
of Public
Communications,
systems statewide. Michigan is oneAffairs
of the& only
states with
Meijer Inc.to assist
a substantial amount of federal funds still available
with the purchase of the next-generation voting systems.

WINE

FOOD

AUCTIONS

Benefiting the Humane Society of West Michigan
PRESENTED BY

MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2017
6:00 P.M.
Steelcase Ballroom • DeVos Place, Grand Rapids MI

6:00 p.m. Steelcase Ballroom at DeVos Place
303 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI
6:00 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres & Silent Auction
7:30 p.m. Program Begins/Live Auction
$100 per person ($50 of the ticket price is tax deductible)
$1,250 per corporate table (reserved seating for 10)
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
Tammy Hagedorn
Director of Development
phone: (616) 791-8138
email: thagedorn@hswestmi.org
fax: (616) 453-5752

www.pawsclawsandcorks.com

Humane Society of
West Michigan
3077 Wilson NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49534
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Tax Time

Who will prepare Four tax changes that could impact your
your tax return? 2016 return
The Internal Revenue Service is reminding taxpayers to
start thinking about who will prepare their 2016 federal tax
return. The IRS began processing tax returns on Monday,
January 23.
In 2016, more than 131 million individual and family tax
returns were e-filed, the most accurate, safest and easiest
way to file. The rest of the returns received by the IRS,
numbering over 19 million, were either prepared on a computer and printed or prepared by hand then mailed.
The IRS stresses that no matter who prepares it, by signing the return, the taxpayer becomes legally responsible for
the accuracy of all information included.
Free Tax Preparation
Each year, millions of tax returns are prepared for free by
taxpayers using IRS Free File or by volunteers at community organization sites nationwide.
IRS Free File lets taxpayers who earned less than $64,000
prepare and e-file a return for free. Go toIRS.gov and click
on the ‘Filing’ tab for options on using commercial tax software. Those who earned more than $64,000 are still eligible for Free File Fillable Forms, the electronic version
of IRS paper forms. This more basic Free File option is
best for people who are comfortable preparing their own
tax returns.
IRS trained and certified volunteers at thousands of Volunteer Income Tax Assistance and Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (VITA and TCE) sites nationwide offer free tax
preparation and e-filing.
VITA offers free tax return preparation to taxpayers who
earn $54,000 or less. The TCE program is mainly for people
age 60 or older and focuses on tax issues unique to seniors.
AARP participates in the TCE program and helps taxpayers
with low to moderate incomes.
To find the closest VITA site, visit IRS.gov and search
the word “VITA.” Or download the IRS2Go app on a smart
phone. Site information is also available by calling the IRS
at 800-906-9887.
To locate the nearest AARP Tax-Aide site, visit aarp.org,
or call 888-227-7669. There are also VITA and TCE sites
that provide bilingual help for taxpayers who have limited
English skills.
Many taxpayers pay for tax return preparation. By law,
all paid tax preparers must have a Preparer Tax Identification Number, or PTIN. Paid preparers must sign the return
and include their PTIN. The IRS offers tips to help taxpayers choose a tax return preparer wisely. The Choosing
a Tax Professional page has information about tax preparer
credentials and qualifications. The IRS Directory of Federal
Tax Return Preparers with Credentials and Select Qualifications can help identify many preparers in your locality by
type of credential or qualification.
The IRS urges taxpayers to avoid fly-by-night preparers
who may not be available after this year’s April 18 due date
or base fees on a percentage of the refund. The IRS also
reminds taxpayers that a new law requires all refunds on
returns that claim the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) or
Additional Child Tax Credit (ACTC) be held until Feb. 15.
This change helps the IRS detect and prevent fraud.

(BPT) - With tax filing
season upon us, it’s a good
idea to educate yourself on
what’s changed since last
year. While it’s been a relatively quiet year in terms
of new tax laws, there are a
handful of items for which
you’ll want to prepare.
1. The Tax Deadline is
April 18.
This year, the deadline
to file returns is Tuesday,
April 18, 2017, rather than
the traditional April 15 date.
That’s because the April
15 falls on a Saturday and
Emancipation Day, the anniversary of the abolition
of slavery, is recognized on
Monday, April 17, 2017 and
is a holiday in the District
of Columbia. For tax-filing
purposes, the IRS treats this
day as a federal holiday.
2. Delayed refunds for
some early filers.
If you claim the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC)
or Additional Child Tax
Credit (ACTC) this year,
you’ll have to wait until
after mid-February to get
your refund. The Protecting
Americans from Tax Hikes
(PATH) Act, passed in late
2015, says the IRS cannot
issue credits or refunds for
an overpayment before Feb.
15, 2017 to any filer who
claims the EITC or ACTC.
The delay gives the IRS
more time to review income
tax returns - and prevent the
agency from inadvertently
processing fraudulent returns. Fraudsters file bogus
returns before the actual filer can complete their taxes

Phone: 616-696-5300

the DLN as well as date
of issue, expiration number and issuing state,” says
Mark Jaeger, director of
Tax Development for TaxAct. “If you use a DIY tax
solution like TaxAct, you’ll
be prompted to enter the information required by your
state as you prepare your
return.”
Implementing additional
identity verification measures, such as requesting a
filer’s DLN and related information, can help curtail
the number of fraudulent
returns states process this
year. The IRS now requests
this information, but it is
not required to electronically file a federal return.
4. Affordable Care Act
(ACA) forms may be late
this year, but don’t wait to
file your return.
By now, you’re probably
accustomed to receiving
ACA-related forms reporting whether you and members of your household met
health insurance coverage
requirements established
by the ACA for the prior
year. What’s new this year

is when you’ll receive some
of those forms.
The deadline for companies and insurers to issue
Forms 1095-B and 1095-C
to individuals has been delayed this year. Employers
and insurance providers
must mail your forms by
March 2, 2017, considerably later than the original
Jan. 31 deadline.
“Remember, you don’t
need to file these forms with
your return,” Jaeger says.
“However, the forms can be
helpful in identifying coverage months if the entire
tax household did not have
full-year health insurance
coverage. Once you receive
the applicable form, keep
it with your other tax documents. The IRS gets their
own copy so you don’t need
to attach it to your return.”
Keep up to date with a little help from your friends.
Staying abreast of tax
changes before you file
your return can be tough.
Fortunately, taxpayers can
turn to a number of resources, including TaxAct, for
help.

ACTION

TAX SERVICE
Call Now for an Appointment

866-4704

Peterson
tax and Accounting

and often claim credits like the EITC and
ACTC.
Both the EITC and
ACTC are refundable tax credits. That
means they are beneficial even after reducing your tax liability to
zero. If the amount of
these credits is more
than the amount of
taxes due, you’ll get
the difference back as
a refund. Savvy criminals know this - and input
numbers to make it look
like they should get more
money back.
If you don’t file either of
these credits, the IRS says
your refund will likely get
processed in the typical
time frame of 21 days.
3. Don’t be surprised if
your state asks for your
driver’s license number or
state ID.
Depending on the state in
which you live, you may be
asked to provide your driver’s license number (DLN)
or state ID number when
you file your 2016 state return. This is part of a broad
effort by the IRS, states and
the entire tax industry to
lessen the risk of tax-related identity theft. Identity
thieves may have personal
information such as your
name and Social Security
number, but not your DLN.
The additional information
helps states verify you are
who you say you are.
“Some states, such as Alabama, will ask taxpayers
who e-file to provide both

Member of

Over

30

Years

National Association
of Tax Professionals

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs

Lucinda Peterson

35 Years of experience

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

Walk-ins Welcome!
PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

“Complex returns
not a problem”

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs •
Partnerships • Corporations

EXPERT,
AFFORDABLE
TAX HELP

10271 Northland Dr.
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

OUR
LOCATION

Bell
Furniture

X

Northland Dr.

• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes
And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel
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Resolutions on the road: Cruising into 2017 with plans
for better car care
(BPT) - Every new year
brings a flurry of resolutions, and Hankook Tire
checked out the road-related
improvements Americans
resolve to make happen
in 2017. Whether you’re
looking to save money or
are determined to make
that cross-country road trip
a reality, the Hankook Tire
Gauge Index found Americans are looking to take the
well-oiled wheel of 2017
with better car care.
Under pressure
According to the Hankook
Tire Gauge Index, over half
(57 percent) of Americans
are determined to keep their
car cleaner in 2017. Additionally, 35 percent resolve
to check the air in their tires
more frequently, and doing

so can have a significant
effect on overall driver
safety. Did you know
it is recommended to
check the air in your tires
once a month? Be sure
to check your vehicle’s
owner’s manual for the
recommended tire pressure for your car, truck
or SUV.
Resolve to rotate
When the snow just
won’t stop falling and
the trees look a little too
bare, sometimes it’s all too
easy to daydream about escaping to a tropical island
for a while. Most Americans agree, as 84 percent
would rather drive to a
sunny beach than to a ski
resort in the winter months.
For those who can’t escape

the elements, it is more important than ever to make
sure your tires are rotated
as you navigate the winter
roads. A good tip is to rotate
your tires when you check
your oil - and since nearly
a quarter of drivers (22 percent) resolve to change the
oil more frequently in 2017,

it looks like America is already on the road to good
car maintenance.
Keep on commuting
We might all begrudge
our daily commute, but
considering 61 percent of
Americans drive every day,
it doesn’t look like many of
us are resolving to change it.

However, there
better be light
on the roads
during the daily
drive. Whether drivers are
scared of the
dark or not,
48 percent of
Americans adjust their commute to avoid
driving
once
the sun sets.
New
year,
new tires
Nearly one in
four Americans (24 percent)
will resolve to get new tires
in 2017. While shopping for
those, 73 percent note they
look for tires with good
traction or grip. An all-season, high performance tire
like the Ventus s1 noble 2
from Hankook offers sol-

id handling throughout the
year.
Whether you’re already
hunting for new tires for
the new year, it might be a
good idea to do “the penny
test” and check your tread.
Take a penny and insert it
between the tread of the
tire, with Lincoln’s head
facing down. If you can see
the top of Lincoln’s head,
it’s time for new tires. After all, you don’t want to
end up stuck by side of the
road, but if you do, there’s
a good chance someone
will pull over and help you.
More than half (56 percent)
of those surveyed said they
have helped someone who
was pulled over with car
trouble. That’s definitely
one way to get some good
karma heading into the new
year.

mobility. These “snowfighters” reduce weather-caused
delays and congestion, allowing for emergency vehicles to respond more quickly
when people need help, making for shorter travel times
for families, allowing kids
and parents to get to school
and jobs safely and on time.
In fact, a study by IHS
Global Insight for the American Highway Users Alliance
found snow- and ice-related
delays and shutdowns hurt
hourly workers the most.

This study also placed a
monetary value on fast and
effective snow removal and
salting. According to the researchers, a state can incur
economic losses of between
$300 million and $700 million every day that roads
are closed and impassable.
Those snow plows are not
just helping keep families
together and safe, they are
helping to keep the lifeblood
of our commerce pumping
during winter storms.

Staying safe on winter roads
(BPT) - For those who live
in snow-belt states, winter
driving can be especially
challenging.
Snow (and related weather
events, like frost, sleet and
freezing rain) can significantly reduce the friction of
the road surface, and slippery
roads are significantly more
dangerous than dry roads.
You are about 50 percent
more likely to have a crash
on a road under winter driving conditions than on the
same road under dry conditions, according to a variety
of studies.
States, cities and local
agencies use many available
tools to take care of our roads

and address the negative consequences of winter weather.
By plowing snow and using
road salt in a safe and sustainable manner, road agencies can reduce accidents on
roads under winter driving
conditions by as much as
88 percent and can reduce
injuries in those crashes by
85 percent, according to a
study by Marquette University. Those are significant
improvements in safety.
The importance of salt on
our roads
The key is in recognizing
how road salt works. The
purpose of the road salt is not
to melt the snow, but rather to
stop the snow from freezing

to the pavement. If that goal
is achieved, then plowing the
snow off the road is simple
and extremely effective, and
it turns out that preventing
that bond does not take much
salt. The exact amount depends on a variety of factors
(example - the colder the
road surface, the more salt is
needed) and will be different
for every storm.
Getting the road salt to the
right place means having
plow trucks deployed at the
correct time, and in order to
keep the road salt on the road
surface (rather than bouncing off or being swept into a
ditch) agencies pre-wet the
road salt with salt brine.

In addition to enhancing the
safety of our roads in winter
conditions, those snow plows
are doing a lot to improve

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91
DoWntoWn Greenville

616-754-7195

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

1-800-557-7171

raywinnieautosales.com

2007 LEXUS RX350
AWD, V-6, HTD
LEATHER,
PWR MOON,
LOADED, NICE
LOCAL TRADE!

6,995

$

2008 MERCURY MILAN PREMIER
77K MILES,
LEATHER,
PWR SEAT, CD
CHANGER/MP3,
ARIZONA CAR!

7,995

$

2011 HYUNDAI TUCSON GLS

2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5
5.7L V-8, AUTO,
2WD, LONGbOX
LOADED, TOW
PKG, TOPPER,
PRICED TO
SELL!

10,995

$

65K MILES,
AUTO, CRUISE,
PL’S & PW’S,
ALLOYS, 31
MPG, SHARP!

11,995

$

2009 FORD EXPLORER EDDIE
BAUER

4X4, 4.0L V-6,
3RD ROW,
HTD LEATHER,
REAR AIR, NICE
LOCAL TRADE

9,995

$

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed
15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

696-8863

2013 DODGE GR CARAVAN SXT
72K MILES,
STOW-N-GO,
REAR AIR, PWR
SEAT, ALLOYS,
CLEAN VAN!

12,995

$

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 2013 FORD F150 XLT SUPERCREW 2013 BUICK ENCLAVE PREMIUM
4X4, 45K MILES,
NAVIGATION,
TECH PKG, HTD
LEATHER, NEW
TIRES!

20,995

$

4X4, 5.0L V-8,
78K MILES,
VERY LOADED,
TOW PKG,
SHARP
1-OWNER

22,995

$

AWD,
NAVIGATION,
PWR MOON,
77K, HTD
& COOLED
SEATS, NICE!

23,495

$

Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUESDAYS thru FRIDAYS 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

