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Three arrested for operating meth lab

Police descended on a meth lab in Greenville Sunday morning, January 19. Photo courtesy of Woodtv.com.

The Central Michigan En-
forcement Team (CMET) and the 
Michigan State Police Lakeview 
Post investigated a clandestine 
methamphetamine laboratory in 
the City of Greenville on Sunday, 
January 19.

MSP Lakeview troopers re-
sponded to the scene in an attempt 
to arrest the homeowner on an out-
standing warrant and investigate 
the reports of illegal activity tak-
ing place at the residence. When 
troopers from the Lakeview Post 

attempted to make contact with 
the residents, they refused to an-
swer the door. The residence was 
secured and a search warrant was 
obtained.  

The Michigan State Police Emer-
gency Response Team responded 
to the scene. After a brief stand-
off, the occupants of the residence 
exited and were arrested. CMET 
then responded and a clandestine 
methamphetamine laboratory was 
removed from the residence.

Arrested was John Vogl, 43; Cas-

saundra Kidder, 22; and a 17 year 
old male. All were arrested and 
lodged at the Montcalm County 
Jail on methamphetamine related 
charges. 

CMET was assisted at the scene 
by Michigan State Police Lakev-
iew Post, Greenville Department 
of Public Safety, and the Michigan 
State Police Emergency Response 
Team.  CMET is a multi-jurisdic-
tional drug task force operating in 
Montcalm, Newaygo, Mecosta and 
Ionia County. CMET consists of 

detectives from the Michigan State 
Police, Montcalm County Sheriff’s 
Department, Ionia County Sher-
iff’s Department, Newaygo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, Mecosta 
County Sheriff’s Department, Big 
Rapids Department of Public Safe-
ty and Ferris State University De-
partment of Public Safety.  

This investigation continues and 
anyone with information can con-
tact Silent Observer or CMET at 
1-800-342-0406.  
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A 26-year-old Howard City 
man was arrested last week on 
child abuse charges involving a 
13-month old child.

The baby’s mother took the 
baby to Gerber Hospital in Fre-
mont after seeing injuries the 
baby girl had sustained while in 
the mother’s boyfriend’s care. The 
Michigan State Police were then 
called to Gerber Hospital.

The baby reportedly suffered 
three broken ribs and bruising, 
which doctors identified as abuse.

The suspect was identified as 
Sean Robert Griffin, of How-
ard City. He was arraigned on a 
charge of first degree child abuse, 
a felony.
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The Affordable Care Act: what businesses 
need to know
by Judy reed

While individuals 
have been confused 
about the new require-
ment for health insur-
ance and what they 
need to do, many busi-
ness owners are also 
struggling with what it 
means for them. 

Gabrielle Warner, of 
Innovative Solutions 
Agency, Inc., gave 
the Post some insight 
on basic things that 
business owners need 
to know. Warner is 
a Chartered Benefits 

Consultant, and Marketplace and 
SHOP registered agent.

Things to know:
Timeline

The mandate for businesses to of-
fer insurance to employees has been 
pushed to January 1, 2015. 
What is considered a full-
time employee?

The definition of a full-time em-
ployee changed under the Affordable 
Care Act. It used to be someone who 
worked 40 hours. That has been re-
duced to 30 hours.
Small groups of 2-25 
employees

Small businesses with 2-25 em-

ployees do not have to offer cover-
age. However, if they do, they may be 
eligible for a tax credit. (It is based on 
the income of the employees.) How-
ever, if a small business wants to offer 
insurance in 2014, and try to get the 
tax credit, the plan must be SHOP el-
igible, even if they have already been 
offering insurance and getting the 
tax credit. (SHOP is the Small health 
options program.) The tax credit is in 
addition to the tax deduction business 
owners can claim. An agent will help 
owners choose a plan, and then help 
enroll the employees. A small group 
can enroll anytime during the year.

Businesses could also offer em-
ployees a self-funding arrangement, 
or use a defined contribution arrange-
ment. 
Small groups of 26-49 

employees
Any business with 2-49 employees 

does not have to offer coverage. But 
groups with more than 25 employees 
are not eligible for the tax credit. 

Instead of offering insurance, the 
businesses could offer assistance to 
employees on how to purchase in-
dividual polices, either on or off the 
healthcare exchange. An agent could 
go in and help educate the employees 
on the process.
Businesses with 50-plus 
employees

Businesses with 50 or more em-
ployees must offer coverage that 
meets Essential Health Benefits and 
Affordability standards or pay a pen-
alty. The fine for 2015 is $2,000 per 
FTE (full time equivalent) beyond the 



Michigan State Police 
names officers of the year
Trooper of the Year

Michigan State Police (MSP) Director Col. Kriste Kib-
bey Etue is pleased to announce that D/Sgt. Jennifer Pintar 
of the Alpena Post is the 2013 recipient of the Dr. Carl A. 
Gerstacker Trooper of the Year Award. Pintar received the 
award at a special ceremony in Lansing last week. 

The Gerstacker Award recognizes the MSP trooper or ser-
geant who symbolizes outstanding professional ethics, ded-
ication to duty and a concern for giving back to their com-
munity. The late Dr. Carl A. Gerstacker, former chairman of 
Dow Chemical Company, created the award in 1961.

 “Detective Sergeant Pintar’s exemplary work perfor-
mance, leadership skills and extensive community involve-
ment make her an excellent choice for this year’s Trooper of 
the Year award,” stated Etue. 

A 17-year veteran of the department, Pintar is known for 
her extensive knowledge in law enforcement and her advanced training expertise. She has 
completed homicide investigation training, Medical Legal Death Investigation School, Ba-
sic Detective School, Scan Investigative School and Reid Technique of Interviewing and 
Interrogation School. 

She has taken a leadership role in multiple work and community-related programs. She is 
well-known for her efforts with Iosco PRIDE, a program that brings anti-drug, alcohol and 
bullying messages to school and community groups. She has received national recognition 
for her efforts and the program has been ranked first and second in national competitions.

Motor Carrier of the Year
Michigan State Police (MSP) Director Col. Kriste Kibbey 

Etue is pleased to announce that MC Ofcr. Alan Oosterbaan 
of the Coldwater Post is the recipient of the 2013 Motor 
Carrier Officer of the Year Award. Oosterbaan received the 
award at a special ceremony in Lansing last week. 

The Motor Carrier Officer of the Year award, sponsored 
by the Michigan Trucking Association since 1985, recogniz-
es the MSP motor carrier officer who symbolizes outstand-
ing professional ethics, dedication to duty and concern for 
giving back to their community.

“Motor Carrier Officer Oosterbaan’s dedication and 
knowledge in commercial vehicle enforcement makes him 
an excellent selection to receive this honor,” Etue said. “He 
exceeds expectations and delivers excellent service to citi-
zens, while on and off the job.” 

Oosterbaan is known for his outstanding work performance, knowledge and training. He 
serves as a field training officer responsible for guiding incoming officers and is a tactical 
combat casualty care instructor. He has completed advanced training in his area of exper-
tise including Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement and stolen commercial 
vehicle identification training. 
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

•  Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
•  Name Brand Health & Beauty 

Aids
•  Over the Counter Medications
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•  Gloves
•  Tarps
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No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care

announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

John Decker to run for 
73rd District Rep

Second man rearrested in 
murder case

A man originally arrested 
in the homicide of Steven 
Carl Day, of Grand Rapids, 
has been arrested again in 
connection with the case—
this time for tampering with 
evidence.

Roger Jay Musick, 38, 
was arrested, along Robert 
Stewart McCombs, soon 
after the body of Day was 
found on 16 Mile near 
Myers Lake Avenue, on 
December 18. Both were 
released for insufficient ev-
idence. McCombs was re-

arrested January 5 for lying 
to police about whether he 
knew or had contact with 
Day, and Musick was rear-
rested last Friday, January 
17, on the tampering with 
evidence charge.

He was arraigned in 61st 
District Court in Grand Rap-
ids, and issued a $250,000 
cash or surety bond.

Police are still looking 
for some of Day’s personal 
items that are missing. Po-
lice said that Day was last 
seen on video surveillance 

wearing a backpack. Both 
the backpack and some of 
his belonging are missing, 
such as his wallet, clothing 
and coat. Police are espe-
cially interested in the wal-
let. 

“We don’t know what he 
had in his wallet, but we 
have reason to believe that 
it was tossed out,” said Lt. 
Ron Gates. 

Police said the items may 
have been thrown from 
a car, or may have been 
thrown in a dumpster.

Detectives are asking for 
anyone with information on 
a found backpack, clothing 
or Steven Day’s activities 
just prior to the homicide 
call Det. Justin DeBoode, 
Kent County Sheriff De-
partment, at 616-632-6130 
or Silent Observer at 616-

774-2345.

Roger Jay Musick

Retired auto dealer-
ship owner John Deck-
er has announced his 
candidacy for the Aug. 
5, 2014 Republican 
primary for Michigan’s 
73rd House District. 
Peter MacGregor cur-
rently holds the seat but 
has chosen not to seek 
re-election and is in-

stead vying for a seat in the Michigan Senate.
“I plan to take the knowledge I gained as a responsible 

businessman to Lansing and represent the 73rd District 
with the utmost integrity,” said Decker, who has nearly 25 
years experience owning General Motors dealerships. “I 
am fortunate enough to be retired, but I have the desire to 
give back to the communities that supported me both as a 
businessman and personally.”

Decker resides in Cannon Township. He has been mar-
ried for 30 years to his wife Connie. The couple has three 
children and seven grandchildren, and they are very active 
members of Our Lady of Consolation Parish in Rockford. 

“Many individuals have known me as businessman,” 
notes Decker, “but my heart is with family first and it is 
with their support that I seek to use my time and talents to 
give back to my community.”  

For 20 years Decker has served and continues to serve on 
the board and as volunteer for the North Kent Community 
Service Center, a Rockford-based non-profit organization 
that assists individuals in need. At various times Decker has 
been president of the organization’s board and chair of its 

finance and executive committees. 
Decker spent most of his professional career in the auto-

motive retail sales and service industry. In 1976 he began 
his career selling cars at Plainfield Lincoln Mercury and 
by 1980 became sales manager and ultimately a partner at 
Greenville Ford Lincoln Mercury, Inc. In 1987 Decker pur-
chased Visser Chevrolet in Cedar Springs and renamed it 
John Decker Chevrolet, eventually moving to a new facili-
ty on M-57 in Rockford. Decker later purchased two other 
dealerships, Mid Michigan Chrysler Plymouth Dodge in 
Ithaca and Tom Carter Motor Sales (Pontiac, GMC, Cadil-
lac) in Ionia.

Before selling his dealerships and retiring, Decker was 
an active member of the Michigan Auto Dealers Associa-
tion, National Auto Dealers Association, Chevrolet Dealer 
Council and the West Michigan Chevy Dealers Advisory 
Board. He also served on the advisory board for Ferris State 
University’s Automotive Service Educational Program. 

Decker continues to be an active member of the Rockford 
Chamber of Commerce, an organization that recognized his 
company in 2008 as Business of the Year. He previously 
was a member of the Cedar Springs Chamber of Commerce 
and chair of the Cedar Rock Area Business District Advi-
sory Board. Decker has given time and resources to many 
causes, including the Conductive Learning Center, Junior 
Achievement, Toys for Tots, Future Farmers of America, 
area Little Leagues and many area schools.

“As the next State Representative of the 73rd District, I 
will work to create better businesses opportunities and jobs 
here in West Michigan,” said Decker. “I am also committed 
to providing our children and grandchildren with the edu-
cational opportunities to succeed and creating an economic 
environment where they will thrive.”

The 73rd House District includes the City of East Grant 
Rapids and the townships of Cannon, Courtland, Nelson, 
Oakfield, Plainfield, Spencer and Grand Rapids Charter 
Township. More information about Decker’s bid for the 
Michigan House can be found at electjohndecker.com. 

State police warn of 
telephone scam

Red Flannel 
Festival seeking 
nominations for 
grand marshal

The Red Flannel Festival Board of Directors is seeking 
nominations for a Grand Marshal—or a couple to serve as 
Grand Marshals—for the 75th annual Red Flannel Festival. 
Since the 1980’s, board members have chosen Grand Mar-
shals for Cedar Springs’ signature event in October. Citi-
zens are encouraged to write a nomination letter suggesting 
a person or couple to receive this year’s honor.

If you know someone you would like to see honored this 
way, please submit their names, address and phone number 
and include a brief summary of that individual’s or couple’s 
contribution to the Red Flannel Festival and Cedar Springs 
area—and specifically volunteerism to the Red Flannel 
Festival.

Nominations must be submitted by 5 p.m. on Jan. 27 
to the RFF Office, P.O. Box 43, Cedar Springs, 49319 or 
emailed to president@redflannelfestival.org. The Festival 
Board will choose the 2014 Grand Marshal at its January 
meeting.

The RFF Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 
30 at 6:30 pm at the RFF Office, 21 E. Maple Street. All 
interested in volunteering are welcome!

T r o o p e r s 
f r o m 
T h e 
M i c h i -
gan State Po-
lice, Mt. Pleas-
ant Post, were 
notified of a 
telephone scam 
where citizens have 
received telephone calls 
where the caller identified 
themselves as drug agents. 
The caller notified the res-
ident that there are drug 
agents with an arrest war-
rant on their way to their 
house to arrest them on 
drug charges. The caller 
mentioned fines, as much 
as $100,000. Caller ID in-

dicated that the 
calls are origi-

nating, or are giv-
en the appearance 

of originating, 
out of the 

s t a t e 
o f 

Texas. It appeared 
that the caller was 

trying to scam the citizen 
out of money. 

Law Enforcement will 
not call and ask for money. 
An Internet search of the 
telephone number listed 
many similar bogus calls. 
If you receive similar calls, 
HANG UP. Do not give out 
personal information, credit 
card information, etc.    

The Post travels to Pasadena

The Cedar Springs Post travelled to 
Pasadena, California earlier this month, 
with Gary and Barb Woodhull. They were 
“with a few close friends” in the stands 
along the Rose Bowl Parade route. Their 
grandson, Bryant Stock, marched in the 
Carmel, Indiana High School Marching 
band. The band was invited to march in 
the Rose Parade because they were the 
2012 State of Indiana Champions and 
Band of America National Champions. 

Gary and Barb were able to tour two of 

the locations to watch the floats being deco-
rated. And no, they did not have tickets to the 
Rose Bowl game!

Thanks so much for taking us with you to 
Pasadena!

Are you going on vacation? Take the Post 
with you and snap some photos. Then send 
them to us with some info to news@cedar-
springspost.com or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We 
will be looking for yours!

Oosterbaan graduated from the 17th Motor Carrier Recruit School in November 2011. 
He was first assigned to the Jackson Post and then transferred to the Coldwater Post in 
2012. He is currently assigned to the MSP Fifth District Hometown Security Team in 
southwest Michigan.

Oosterbaan is a veteran of the Army National Guard, where he served as a combat medic. 
He served one tour of duty in Afghanistan in 2009, with the 1431st Engineering Company 
of Calumet. 

Oosterbaan is a graduate of Unity Christian School in Hudsonville and Lansing Com-
munity College, where he earned an associate’s degree in fire science/emergency medical 
science.

Civilian of the year
Michigan State Police (MSP) Director Col. Kriste Kibbey 

Etue is pleased to announce that Ms. Teresa Rucinski of the 
MSP Alpena Post is the 2013 recipient of the Floyd R. Bell 
Jr. Civilian of the Year Award. Rucinski received the award 
at a special ceremony last week in Lansing. 

The MSP Civilian of the Year award is named in honor of 
the late Floyd R. Bell Jr., a 42-year employee of the MSP, 
who continuously demonstrated commitment and dedica-
tion to the department and his community.

The MSP Civilian of the Year award is named in honor of 
the late Floyd R. Bell Jr., a 42-year employee of the MSP, 
who continuously demonstrated commitment and dedica-
tion to the department and his community.

“Ms. Rucinski’s dedication and commitment both at work 
and in her personal life exemplify the department’s goal 
of providing service with a purpose, making her a natural 

choice for the Civilian of the Year award,” said Etue.
Rucinski is an eight-year member of the department and a 21-year state employee. In her 

current role as secretary of the Alpena Post, she is known for her dedication, professional-
ism, efficiency, interpersonal skills, positive attitude and outstanding work ethic. 

In addition to her administrative responsibilities, Rucinski willingly volunteers her time 
to assist with planning events such as Project Blue Light, Stuff a Blue Goose and Trunk or 
Treat. 

In her free time, Rucinski is active in Relay for Life and the Zonta Walks for Women, 
which benefits breast cancer patients in her local area. Additionally, on several occasions 
she has donated her hair for chemotherapy patients through Locks of Love. To date, she has 
donated a total of 76 inches.

Help us reach 3,000 likes!

D/Sgt. Jennifer Pintar

MC Ofcr. Alan Oosterbaan

Ms. Teresa Rucinski

John Decker
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by ronnie Mcbrayer
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ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr all aGes

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 12:00 noon

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229
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22 Mile Road
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US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
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Pastor Doug DiBell &

org
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June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway
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Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
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22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229
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22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.
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N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
scwchurch.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)
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10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Two Convenient Locations Serving Your Needs 

You Have A Choice… There Is A Difference. 
Grant Chapel 
45 E. Main Street 
Grant, MI 49327 

Phone: (231) 834-5613 

Newaygo Chapel 
226 State Road 

Newaygo, MI 49337 
Phone: (231) 652-5613 

David J. Fields 
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner 

A.J. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director-Retired 

Charles M. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

www.fieldsmckinley.com 

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

Pastor Tom Holloway
Solon CenTer WeSleyan 

CHurCH
15671 algoma, Cedar Springs 

(just north of 19 Mile)  
CoMMuniTy Building…Building CoMMuniTy?

Community Building and Building Community—are they 
one and the same? They are the same words for sure. But do they 
mean the same thing? I hope that our answer in Cedar Springs 
is “Yes.” A community building is a place where a communi-
ty would come together in a physical space that is common.  A 
physical space where the needs of the community are both felt 
and met. In order for this to happen, or course we need to first 
build a sense of community.  

The “church” often feels this tension, too. When I say that I go 
to church at “such and such” church, for me that church is (Solon 
Center Wesleyan Church), to you it might be a different location. 
But when we say that we are going to church, does that mean 
that we go to a physical location that has an address? I’d say both 
yes, and no. For us at Solon Center, our physical location is at 
15671 Algoma Ave, yet when we leave that place we are called 
to “Go be the church” to the communities, schools, workplac-
es and families we represent. That is what is so great about the 
church; it can be a location where we worship and do the things 
of God, and it is also a place from which we are sent to do the 
work of the church. 

When the church loses focus on what they are called to do, 
they get off track.  When the church becomes so much about us 
and our own needs, we forget what we are called to do. The Great 
Commission spells is out:

Matthew 28:18-20: 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

A building that we call church is a great thing, and I am very 
proud of how warm and friendly our building is, but it is nothing 
without the people. Just look at all of the empty church buildings 
in Europe that have become nothing more than museums. When 
we fail to meet the needs of our community, our halls will grow 
dark and empty.  

Right now in Cedar Springs there is great enthusiasm for a 
“Community Building” to be put together to meet the ever-grow-
ing needs of an ever-growing community.  Even now people are 
working hard just to find out what our community needs so that 

we can not only survive, but we 
can thrive. We have a vision 
for a building that will enhance 
the great things already taking 
place in Cedar Springs, and that 
will also take us to the next lev-
el. I’m sure that all of the details 

CongraTulaTionS

Kevin de CanTer
We are so proud of you and your accomplishment!

Hugs & Kisses
Your Family

will be coming out soon to answer all of the questions that the 
community must have, but you can know for sure that our pri-
mary goal is not to just build a “Community Building,” but rather 
to “Build the Community” of Cedar Springs. I love these words 
spoken to the prophet Jeremiah:

Jeremiah 33:3: 3 “Call to me and I will answer you and tell 
you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’”

When a community comes together united in their goal, and 
united in their love for their community ahead of there own per-
sonal interests, there is no end to what God can do.  We are called 
to be the church in our community, which means putting the 
needs of others ahead of our own. We as a community are called 
to see the needs of our current generation as well as the needs of 
future generations. Hang on—it’s going to be a great ride! Candy Sue JoHnSon

Candy Sue Johnson, 48, of Big Rapids, passed away January 
3, 2014. A funeral service was held Saturday, January 
11th at Hansen Janowicz Funeral Home in Remus. Pastor 
Kimberly Briggs officiated. Visitation was held Friday, 
January 10 at the funeral home. Candy was born May 
19, 1965, in Lakeview, the daughter of Donald and Betty 
(Bushre) Meno. She loved to play basketball in earlier years 
and had many trophies from playing at Cedar Springs High 
School. Candy enjoyed feeding the birds at her fiancé’s 
house, watching western movies, and playing Euchre with 
her family. Left to cherish her memory are her mother; Betty 
Meno; five children, Leon III (Jeannie), Donnie(Victoria), 
Carmelita Johnson (Aaron), Jeremiah (Debra), and Jennifer; 
one brother; one sister; 11 grandchildren, and her fiancé 
Darrell. Candy was preceded in death by her husband; 
father; and two nieces. Those desiring may direct memorial 
contributions to the family in lieu of flowers. Envelopes are 
available at the funeral home. 
Arrangements by Hansen Janowicz Funeral Home, Remus
www.hansenjanowiczfuneralhome.com

Wayne gould
Wayne Gould 84, of Sand 
Lake, died Saturday, 
January 18, 2014, the son 
of Glenn A. and Elizabeth 
F. (Bradley) Gould who 
preceded him in death. He 
was also preceded in death 
by his stepmother Marian 
Gould, and siblings 
Audrey Anderson, Charles 
and John Edward Gould. 
Wayne was employed by 
the Bear Paint Company 
for over thirty years, and enjoyed farming but the most 
important thing in his life was his family. Surviving are 
his wife of 61 years, Crystal Mae (Teesdale) Gould; four 
children, Gerald (Eunice), Lloyd, Barbara Gould and Carl 
(Margaret) all of Sand Lake; six Gould grandsons, Chad 
(Tammy), Jeff, Kevin (Angie), Adam, Kyle and Cody; 
six great grandchildren; two great great grandchildren; 
his brothers, Joe (Lena), Art (Linda), Sim (Patsy) Guy 
(Marilyn); sisters, Glenice (Ken) Van Loozenoord, Judy 
(Jerry) Troupe; sister-in-law, Betty Gould; brothers-in-law, 
Roger (Geraldine) Teesdale and Larry (Karen) Teesdale 
and many nieces and nephews. The family received friends 
Tuesday 2-4 and 6-8 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs where services were held Wednesday 
at 1:00 p.m. Rev. Darryl Miller officiating. Interment 
Sand Lake Cemetery. Friends may consider memorial 
contributions to Sand Lake United Methodist Church.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs
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Keeping the Faith
Turn doWn THe “STinKing THinKing”

It is a word of affirmation, 
comfort, agreement, and re-
lief. It is a word that completes 
vows, promises, blessings, and 

all of our prayers. It is a word of release, signaling 
the end of far too lengthy worship services; and it is 
the “Get ready…Get set…Go!” when we have gathered 
around the dinner table to eat. The word, of course, is 
“Amen.” 

At its most basic definition “Amen” means, “Let it 
be.” Thus, when we say “Amen” at the conclusion of 
our prayers, we are not saying, “the end.” We are ac-
tually beginning, for we are confirming and confess-
ing our trust in the God to whom we have just prayed. 
We are saying “Yes” to God’s perspective, and we are 
saying “No” to all other perspectives. Every “Amen” 
becomes an argument to convince ourselves, over and 
over again, that God knows us best and knows what is 
best for us. 

And speaking of “God knows,” God knows we tend 
to argue with ourselves. 
We have these conversa-
tions with ourselves that 
some have learned to call, 
“Stinking Thinking.” We 
create these stories inside 
our heads about how we 
have failed; how ashamed 
we should be; how unwor-
thy we are; how utterly 
useless our lifework has 
been; how we are a lousy 
father, mother, parent, or 
whatever. I’m convinced 
that many people can’t be 
quiet and can’t still their 
minds because they can’t 
bear what they say to them-
selves in the quiet mo-
ments. 

They have to keep the 
volume of life turned up 
to ear-bleeding levels and 
keep the pace of life at 
breakneck speed. These 

people aren’t busy; they are suffering. They are at-
tempting to smother the voices in their heads, because a 
majority of the time the self-guided narrative to which 
they are listening is erroneous, untrue, and downright 
destructive.

This, then, is one of the great benefits of prayer: Peo-
ple who pray are reprogramming their software. They 
are overwriting the faulty components of their think-
ing. They are experiencing the transformation of their 
hearts and minds, for in learning to listen to God’s 
voice in prayer they can turn down the cacophony of 
voices around them. And yes, these other voices in-
clude the “Stinking Thinking” inside their own heads. 

Such praying may not get one everything he or she 
asks for, but such praying may lead one to getting what 
he or she needs. To that, I must say, “Amen.”

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, pastor, 
and author. His newest book is “The Gospel According 
to Waffle House.” You can read more at www.ronniem-
cbrayer.me. 

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

The bridge you burn now may be 
the one you later have to cross. 

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with all men. 

Romans 12:18
God’s little Insturction book - Honor books



Michigan Friends of 
Education Offers Free 
Book Program for 
Michigan Students!

MFEfamily.org is all set to offer their free book program 
to all students from Michigan who either struggle to read or 
cannot afford to buy new books!

Michigan Friends of Education (MFE) is a nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to helping the community, especially 
for Michigan families who cannot afford to buy books for 
their children. The new book program makes it possible 
for families to get books for free. MFE believes that every 
child deserves an opportunity to learn, grow and fulfill their 
dreams. Therefore, this program is focused towards helping 
kids who struggle with reading or want to improve their 
reading skills. 

Laundry comments
A young couple moved into a new neighborhood.
The next morning while they are eating breakfast, the 

young woman sees her neighbor hanging the wash outside.
“That laundry is not very clean,” she said. “She doesn’t 

know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better laun-
dry soap.” 

Her husband looked on, but remained silent.
Every time her neighbor would hang her wash to dry, the 

young woman would make the same comments.
About one month later, the woman was surprised to see a 

nice clean wash on the line and said to her husband, “Look, 
she has learned how to wash correctly. I wonder how that 
happened?”

The husband said, “I got up early this morning and 
cleaned our windows.”

6481 Greenville Rd. • Northtown Greenville
(616) 754-6101

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6 • Fri. 9-7

January 
ClearanCe

SALE
SAvE

layaway now and 
Pay with your tax refund

10% - 
50% OFF

Our ALrEAdy LOw pricES!
On closeout, discounted 
and One of a Kind items

Throughout the Store

NORTHTOWNLarry’s 
Furniture & Appliance
Delivery Available     Layaway Available
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All 
submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and day-
time phone number. We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Post Scripts 

free book - continues on page 13

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	
agencies only. due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

LIve On 

STAGe

January 24 • 25 • 26

ShowtimeS: 
Friday:  6PM • 9PM  |  Saturday:  3PM • 6PM • 9PM  |  Sunday:  3PM • 6PM

DIGITAL Movie Tickets OnLY $3.00

Macaroni
at Midnight
Jan. 31-Feb. 2 Feb. 7-9

coming Soon:

69 S Main St  
Cedar Springs
696-9824

Dinner & 
We buy the
M     Vie

Join us for Dinner on a Friday or Saturday 
and spend $20 or more and you’ll receive 

2 Movie Tickets to The KENT THEATRE’s 
9pm show that night!* 

*Movie Nights ONLY

TOPS weight loss support group
Jan. 28: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets 
every Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in 
Sand Lake. Your first visit is free so come check out 
what TOPS can do to help you reach your weigh loss 
goals! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. 
In case of inclement weather, meetings are cancelled if 
Tri-County or Cedar Springs schools are closed. Call 
Martha at 696-1039 for more information. #4

Winter Family Fun Day at HCNC
Feb. 1: Be a proud Michigander get out and enjoy winter. 
Here is your chance to come out and play in the snow 
with us. Children’s games, free snowshoe walk with 
your family, snowman or snow animal building contest, 
hula hoop contest, bubble blowing (if temp is below 
32), make a snow glove, use our water filled bottles of 
color to create snow art in our open prairie. Then warm 
up with a bowl of chili or some s’mores around the 
campfire at Camp Lily’s location. Saturday, February 
1 from12 noon to 3 pm. Donation of $6/person or $15 
family. Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red 
Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. #4

Springs Soccer Registration
Feb. 4&6: Springs 2014 Soccer Registration for 
American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) is 
Tuesday, February 4 and Thursday, February 6 at Burger 
King Restaurant, 4065 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs 
from 6 – 8 pm. Fee for the Spring Session is $60 per 
child with a $5 discount per child for families registering 
3 or more players. Players must be at least 4 years of age 
by March 24, 2014. First time players – please bring 
Birth Certificate for age verification. Please complete 
online application at www.eayso.org – print two copies 
and take advantage of our Express Lane! These will be 
the final registration dates for the Spring Season. Please 
tell you friends and neighbors. If you have questions 
please contact us through the link on our website: www.
ayso902.org. #4-6p

Time to pucker up!
The 21st annual “Best Lips” Contest

Do you have the most luscious lips in CedarSprings?
Enter our contest and find out!

Using RED lipstick, make an imprint of your lips on WHITE paper 
and fill out entry form below and send both to: 

Best Lips Contest
The Cedar Springs POST

PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or drop it off to us at 36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

Deadline is MONDAY, February 3, 2014
Must be at least 16 to enter.

you be 
the juDge!
Vote online 

for your 
faVorite 

lipS!
Finalists will be printed 

in the February 6th 
edition of The POST 

and YOU, the community, 
will vote online at 

cedarspringspost.com to 
choose your favorite lips! 
Winners will be featured 

in the February 13th 
edition of The POST. 

beSt lipS entry form

Name __________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City _________________________State_______Zip Code________

Phone___________________________________Age____________

Voices &    
Views

The kindness of strangers
When I describe what it’s like growing up in Cedar 

Springs, I always mention the small town feel and how 
people seem to be looking out for each other. If you grow 
up in Grand Rapids, it’s a hard thing to understand and even 
describing it can be a challenge. However, if you have lived 
in Cedar Springs you know just what I’m talking about.

I have never had a serious situation where I truly required 
someone to look out for me but there is always a time when 
it is going to happen. This winter has been one of the tough-
est and coldest we have had here in Michigan and some-
times the elements can get the best of us. This year, those 
same elements got to me. 

The snow drifts and ice combination on Sunday, January 
19, had me sliding off the road and into the ditch. I was 
pretty shook up; after all it was my first time ever sliding off 
the road. I was in once piece and so was my car. The thing 
that surprised me the most was the amount of people who 
stopped to make sure I was okay. I realize this probably 
happens a lot but I can’t imagine anything like this occur-
ring in Grand Rapids. 

Many of the people who stopped offered to stay with me 
until my neighbor arrived to pull me out of the ditch. I sent 
them on their way but two gentlemen offered to get their 
tow rope and to come back to make sure I was out. They 
arrived soon after my neighbor did and quickly hooked ev-
erything up and had me out in no time.

I want to personally thank everyone who stopped to make 
sure I was okay. I also want to thank the two gentlemen who 
helped not only get me hooked up to get out of the ditch 
but also on helping me drive out. I also want to thank my 
neighbor who was quick on the moment to come and help 
me. A big thank you to everyone who stopped to check on 
me and those who helped get me out. If it wasn’t for you all, 
I would probably still be in that ditch!

Tanya Giaimo, Courtland Township

The Cedar Springs 
Post
· 2,893 likes 
· 39 talking about this 
· 21 were here

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

Help us reach 3,000 likes!

“Macaroni at 
Midnight” at 
the Kent 
Presented by the Koinonia Sr. High 
Drama Players

Please journey 
with us as we ex-
perience the real 
life struggle of Dr. 
Donald Bartlette, 
as shown in the 
play “Macaro-
ni at Midnight.” 
It is one of the 
most tragic, yet 
heart-warming 
dramas of our 
time. It is the 
true story of one 
Chippewa In-
dian’s struggle 
against a phys-
ical handicap, 
abuse, pover-
ty, bullying, racial 
prejudice and faith. Through one Christian white woman, 
God worked a miracle as only He could perform.

The play will be presented by the Koinonia Sr. High Dra-
ma Players at the Kent Theatre January 31-Sunday Febru-
ary 2. Showtimes are 7 p.m. Friday, January 31; 2 and 7 
p.m. Saturday, February 1; and 2 p.m. Sunday, February 2. 
Admission is $5. Tickets are available at the Kent Theatre, 
or at the Koionia website www.koinoniahomeschool.com/

Dr. Bartlette will be coming to the area to attend the play.
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I am here to help you with the 

Affordable Care Act. 
 

Are you prepared for the March 31st deadline? 
Contact me today.  I’m a licensed health 
insurance agent that can navigate through the 
obstacles of the Affordable Care Act for you.  My 
services are available at no charge to you.  In as 
little as 15 minutes, you can know how much 
cost share you qualify for and start taking 
advantage of the 10 Essential Health Benefits.  
Dental coverage is also available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Conflitti Agency 
30 S. Main St. 
Cedar Springs, MI 
616-696-8255 
chris@conflittiagency.com 
 

 

Need Help?
Get help LOCALLY!

Let a Marketplace Registered Agent guide you. I can help you find 
out if you are eligible for a subsidy, show you all of your plan options, 
both on and off of the Exchange, and help you enroll in the plan 
that suits you best! With me as your agent, you will have a LOCAL 
representative to answer your questions and provide service all 
year long. Best of all, using my services to help you shop for health 
insurance doesn’t cost one penny more.

Ready to review your options?  
Call me today and schedule an appointment!

PO Box 1786
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-1786
www.innovativesolutionsagency.com

Confused about ACA/Obamacare?

Gabrielle Warner
Marketplace Registered Agent • Advanced Chartered Benefit Consultant (ACBC) 

PH 616.732.9000 FAX 888-390-0441
gabwar@innovativesolutionsagency.com

L i f e
Healthy sports

Bring in the New Year!
OVERWHELMING RESPONSE

A $25.00 value Preferred Owner Card FREE!
New Members:

Stop in to Ed Koehn Chevrolet today to 
pick up your Preferred Owner card. We 
have preloaded it with $25.00 that can 
be used on any purchase or services at

Ed Koehn
Chevrolet!

Already a member?
Get an additional 3% on top of the

standard 5%, giving you a total
of 8% rebate on your purchases

and/or repairs.

4650 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, MI 49341

616-866-9511

Ed Koehn Rebate not to exceed $250.00 per visit.
Rebate offer of additional 3% good 

until 2/28/2014.

H1N1 detected in three recent deaths
from the kent County Health department

Healthy lifestyle choices help 
prevent birth defects 

Middle School Cheer 
finishes exciting season

The CSMS Competitive Cheer Program had two teams repre-
senting their program for the 2013-2014 Season. 

Amy Arnold coached our CS White team, where more than half 
of the girls that joined had no prior experience in the sport. This 
team showed determination and perseverance each week and the 
improvements showed on the mat. 

Anne Olszewski coached our CS Red team and had a group of 
girls who have cheered together every other year since kindergar-
ten and have the gymnastics skills that are much needed to earn 
points in Round 2 of competition.

“Coaching CS Red Team this season has been a ton of fun!” 
remarked head Coach Anne Olszewski. “This season gave me a 
great group of talented, hard working young ladies, with parents 
that supported their endeavors wholeheartedly. I had many girls 
who took gymnastic lessons out side of the season and it showed 
in our rounds. Gymnastics is an awesome sport that builds strength 
and body control. Those two skills are the tools for great stunters 
as well. I love coaching and the young ladies in Cedar Springs 
have always risen to the challenges I have placed before them! We 
have been MS Conference Champions for the last two years! I am 
excited to be handing off some tremendous talent up to the High 
School Varsity program!”

Their first competition was held at Kenowa Hills for a confer-
ence meet with eight schools in attendance. CS White earned a 
final score of 353.90 points securing a 3rd place title. CS Red 
earned a final score of 392.34 points securing a 2nd place title.

The next competition was held at Coopersville for a conference 
meet with eight schools in attendance. CS White earned a total 
score of 296.06 points securing a 4th place title. CS Red earned 
a final score of 384.76 points securing a 1st place Championship 
Title.

Jenison hosted the next Invitational with 26 schools in atten-
dance. CS White competed in Pool A and earned a total score of 
294.34 points securing a 5th place title. CS Red competed in Pool 
B and earned 380.98 points securing their 1st Place Champion-
ship title.

Sparta hosted the next conference meet with seven schools in 
attendance. CS White earned a final score of 309.58 points se-
curing a 3rd place title. CS Red earned final score of 357.2 points 
securing a 1st Place Championship title.

Cedar Springs hosted an Invitational with nine schools in at-
tendance. CS White competed in Pool A and earned a final score 
of 286.7 points securing a 1st place Championship Title. CS Red 
competed in Pool B and earned a total score of 421.48 points, se-
curing a 2nd Place title.

Comstock Park hosted the next Conference Meet with 16 
schools in attendance. CS White earned a total score of 342.42 
points securing a 5th place title. CS Red earned a total score of 
410.74 points securing a 1st Place Championship title. 

Catholic Central hosted the final invitational of the season 
with five schools in attendance. CS White earned a total score of 
288.84 securing a 4th Place title. CS Red earned a final score of 
403.54 points ending their season with a final 1st Place Champi-
onship title.

Congratulations to our Lady Hawks! These coaches and cheer-
leaders worked extremely hard and their placements were well 
deserved. This year’s theme has been “Hawks Let’s Win . . . Go 
All In” and that’s just what they did!

Wrestlers bring home medals

Youth wrestlers keep winning

West Michigan Pursuit 
brought twenty-five grap-
plers to compete at the By-
ron Center Tournament last 
weekend and 14 placed in the 
top four.  Sixteen of our com-
petitors are Novice wrestlers 
which mean they have two 
years wrestling experience or 
less. Pursuit had a total of 84 
battles and 48 of them ended 
in victory. 

“I love working with these 
young kids; sharing my pas-
sion and coaching the skill 
of wrestling is what it is all 
about,” said owner and head 
coach Dave Andrus. “Watch-
ing these kids apply that 
knowledge on the mat is why 
I do what I do.” 

This week’s placements are 
as follows:

 4th Place Medalists include 
Nathan Elliston in the 9/10 
Open age group in the 80 lb 
wt class and Daniel Vaughn in 

the 9/10 Novice age group in 
the 75 lb wt class.

 3rd Place Medalists include 
Nathan Male in the 11/12 
Open age group in the 80 lb 
wt class and Austin Ortowski 
in the 7/8 Open age group in 
the 97 lb wt class. 

 2nd Place Medalist in-
clude Brocke Fisher in the 
11/12 Open age group in the 
65 lb wt lb class, Lucus Pien-
ton in the 13/14 Novice age 
group in the 130/138 lb wt 
class, Jay Smith in the 11/12 
Novice age group in the 95 
lb wt class, Jayden Marca-
no-Cruz in the 4/5/6 Novice 
age group in the 43 lb wt 
class, and Maston Wood in 
the 9/10 Open age group in 
the 100 lb wt class.

Champions are Luke Egan 
in the 4/5/6 Novice age group 
in the 49 lb wt class, Cam-
eron Fess in the 11/12 Open 
age group in the 85 lb wt 

class, Blake Peasley in the 
4/5/6 Open age group in the 
58 lb wt class, Zak Schmid 
in 11/12 Novice age group 
in the 112/119 lb wt class 
and Ty Whalen in the 11/12 
Open age group in the 65 lb 
wt class. Special recognition 
goes to Blake Peasley who 
remains undefeated. Congrat-
ulations to all of you grapplers 
for stepping out on the mat 

Wrestlers pin defeat 
on Northview

The Cedar Springs wrestling team moved into sole possession 
of second place in the OK Bronze with a victory over home-
standing Northview. Cedar took a big early lead in the upper 
weights beginning with a void at 171, followed by pins at 189 
and 215 by juniors Austin Wamser and Teddy Edwards who 
both recorded their 20th victories. Northview voided to Partick 
DePiazza at heavyweight. When the match shifted back to the 
lightweights, freshman Jordan Ringler pinned in 36 seconds 
to run the lead to 30-0, but Northview stormed back with five 
straight wins of their own including a 6-5 win at 135 to make 
the score 30-25. 

In a wild back and forth match at 140, sophomore Anthony 
Topolski pulled out a 26-15 win to earn four team points to push 
the lead to 34-25. At 145 Mike Smith quickly recorded a first 
period pin to make the lead an insurmountable 40-25. Cedar 
Springs voided at 152 but moved senior Jarrod Vodry up to 160 
where he recorded the 100th win of his career with a pin. Final 
score 46-31 in favor of the Red Hawks. 

An interesting twist to the match was provided by the rival 
coaches being former teammates, which increased the intensity 
of the match. Cedar coach Nick Emery and Northview coach 
Eric Fransen both were Red Hawk wrestlers from 1998-2001, 
and Fransen formerly was an assistant coach in the CS program.

With the win the Red Hawks secured second place in the OK 

and working as hard as you 
do. You truly are The Pursuit 
of Champions!

 If you are interested in learn-
ing more about wrestling, feel 
free to check out West Michi-
gan Pursuit. We are located in 
the Cedar Springs Sports Plex 
and practices are on Tuesday 
and Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. 

 

Blake Peasley in action.

Cedar Springs Youth Wres-
tlers made their presence known 
at the annual Lowell Red Arrow 
Open/Novice wrestling tour-
nament held at Lowell High 
School on January 12.Youth 
Hawks brought home a total 
of 12 medals from this tourna-
ment, as well as a Grand Cham-
pion from the NUWAY Great 
Lakes Championship held in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Medal winners in the 4-6yr 
division was Veronica Tapia 
2nd/37lb, Pistachio Gonza-
les 2nd/55lb, Brandson Wood 
3rd/43lb, and Gavyn Byxbe 
3rd/49lb. In the 7/8yr was Tom-
my Stevens 1st/58lb and Lane 
Wiggins-Russo 3rd/112lb. In 
the 9/10yr was Landon Demorest 3rd/55lb, Carter Falan 3rd/80lb 
and Sergei Byxbe 3rd/100lb. In the 11/12yr was Reese Gonzales 
1st/95lb and Samuel Couturier 3rd/112lb. Allexis Gonzales took 

4th in the 138lb 13-15yr age di-
vision.

While his team mates wres-
tled locally, Ryan Ringler trav-
eled to Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
where he was crowned Great 
Lakes National Champion in 
the U-12 Heavyweight division.

Cedar Springs youth coach-
es George Gonzales Sr, Jake 
Marsman, Bryan Goike, and 
Paul Ringler are all very excit-
ed to see all of the talent being 
shown in the youth program, 
which feeds into the Middle and 
High School Programs. Coach 
George says, “I love watching 
the middle and high school 
wrestlers. Especially, those who 
were once part our youth pro-

gram.” He also hopes that the wrestling program will be restored 
to its full potential, as Cedar was once known to be a wrestling 
powerhouse.

WresTlers - continues on page 13

American Red Cross issues 
new Pet First Aid App 
App helps dog and cat owners provide emergency care 
until veterinary assistance is available 

Pets are an important 
part of many families, and 
a new Red Cross Pet First 
Aid App puts lifesaving 
information right in the 
hands of dog and cat own-
ers so they can provide 
emergency care until vet-
erinary assistance is avail-
able. 

The 99-cent Pet First 
Aid app gives iPhone and 
Android smart phone users 
instant access to expert information so they learn 
how to maintain their pet’s health and what to do 
during emergencies. 

“Pet owners learn how to recognize health 
problems and when to contact their veterinar-
ian,” said Kelly Hudson, Regional Communi-
cations Officer for the American Red Cross of 
West Michigan. “The Pet First Aid App provides 
step-by-step instructions, videos and images for 
more than 25 common first aid and emergency 
situations including how to treat wounds, con-
trol bleeding, and care for breathing and cardiac 
emergencies.” 

Additional topics include 
burns, car accidents, falls 
and what to do for cold and 
heat related emergencies. 

Other features in the app 
allow pet owners to: 

Create a pet profile in-
cluding tag identification 
number, photos, list of med-
ications and instructions. 

Use the list of early warn-
ing signs to learn when to 
call their veterinarian. 

Use “click-to-call” to contact their veterinar-
ian. 

Find emergency pet care facilities or alternate 
veterinarians with the “animal hospital locator.” 

Locate pet-friendly hotels. 
Test their knowledge with interactive quizzes 

and earn badges that they can share on their so-
cial networks along with their favorite picture 
of their pet. 

History shows that people have not evacuat-
ed during disasters because they did not want 
to leave their pets behind. The Red Cross app 

fIrsT AId - continues on page 13

Testing has confirmed three 
recent deaths in people over 
the age of 50 in Kent County 
who were suffering from influ-
enza A (H1N1) virus. Two of 
the individuals also had other 
known medical complications; 
we do not have a medical his-
tory yet on the third person. 
There are over 400 reported 
flu cases in Kent County so 
far this season, and of those re-
ported, at least 26 people have 
been hospitalized.

“In two of these cases, we 
are certain there were addi-
tional underlying medical con-
ditions,” says Adam London, 
Administrative Health Officer 

for the Kent 
C o u n t y 
Health De-
pa r tmen t . 
“We have 
seen, in 
other parts 
of the state, 
h e a l t h y 
y o u n g 
adults are becoming extremely 
ill from H1N1, as well as sev-
eral deaths.” 

In late December, the CDC 
issued an advisory, noting an 
increase in severe respiratory 
illness among young and mid-
dle-aged adults due to H1N1 
this year.

The CDC recommends a 
yearly flu vaccine for every-
one over 6 months of age. 
The influenza vaccine this 
year is highly effective protec-
tion against the flu, including 
H1N1. The CDC recently re-
ported that the influenza vacci-

H1n1 - continues on page 13

During National Birth De-
fects Prevention Month in 
January, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health 
(MDCH) is joining with the 
National Birth Defects Pre-
vention Network (NBDPN) 
to raise awareness of birth de-
fects, which are a leading cause 
of infant mortality and chronic 
illness. Raising awareness 
about birth defects is closely 
in line with Governor Snyder’s 
call to reduce infant mortality 
rates in order to improve the 
health status of Michigan as a 
whole. 

A baby is born with a birth 
defect in the United States ev-

ery four and a half minutes. 
Healthy lifestyle choices as 
well as medical care before and 
during pregnancy can reduce 
these chances, resulting in bet-
ter infant health outcomes for 
all Michiganders. 

“Most people simply do not 
realize how common, costly 
and critical birth defects are in 
Michigan, as well as national-
ly, or that there are simple steps 
that can be taken to reduce 
the risk of birth defects,” said 
James K. Haveman, Direc-
tor of the MDCH. “Through 
awareness efforts across the 
country we can reach millions 
of women and their families 

with vital prevention informa-
tion.” 

More than 120,000 babies 
born with a birth defect (ap-
proximately 1 in every 33 
live births) are reported each 
year in the United States with 
around 7,000 cases occurring 
in Michigan. Some have only 
a minor and brief effect on 
a baby’s health while others 
have life-threatening or life-
long effects. Birth defects are 
the most common cause of 
death in infants and the second 
most common cause of death 
in children aged one to four 
years. 

Throughout National Birth 
Defects Prevention Month, 
MDCH will work to raise 

first 30 FTE. In a full time equivalent, you don’t just count full 
time people. You must count part time hours as well. Two part 
time people might count as one FTE. (An agent can help with 
the formula.)  So a business with 55 FTE would deduct the first 
30, leaving a penalty to be paid on 25 FTE at $2,000 each, or 
$50,000 per year. It would be divided up monthly.  The penalty 
will not stay $2,000 per FTE, however. In future years it will be 
adjusted upward. Some businesses may choose to do this rather 
than purchase insurance. “Even if the employer doesn’t provide 
coverage, the penalty is their way of pitching in. Their penalty 
goes into a pool to help pay for subsidies, although not directly to 
their employees,” explained Warner.
Rate structure change

Most people are used to seeing a rate or individuals, couples, 
and families. That is no longer the case. Rates will now be set ac-
cording to each individual in your family. That means some plans 
will increase in cost, while others will drop.  Plans in both the in-
dividual and small group markets (both on and off the exchange) 
will be guaranteed—you will always qualify and can always re-
new. And the base rates will be the same. However, premiums 
may vary according to age, whether you use tobacco, and your 
geographic rating area. Rates can no longer be dictated by gender. 
Waiting period

There will be no more than a 90-day waiting period before ben-
efits begin for a new employee.
Cadillac plans

In 2018, a “Cadillac” tax goes into effect—a 40 percent tax on 
the value of benefits over $10,200 for single person plans and 
$27,500 for family plans. It includes the value of all employ-
er-sponsored coverage. 
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School

Creative Technologies Academy

CTA Boys battle, but fall to the Grizzlies 
of Grattan Academy

CTA Calendar
January  
28 Basketball @ Quad City Mustangs –   
 Girls 6 pm; Boys 7:30 pm
30 Basketball @ WMAES – 
 Girls 5:30 pm; Boys 7 pm
31 Boys Basketball @ WMAA – 5:30 pm

February
4 Basketball@Ellington Academy – 
 Girls 5 pm; Boys 6:30 pm
5 Basketball @ WMAES Tourney – 
 Girls 5:30 pm; Boys 7 pm
6 Basketball @ Wellspring Academy –   
 Girls 4:30 pm; Boys 6 pm
7 Bball Championship (if needed) @   
 WMAES – Girls 5:00 pm; Boys 7 pm
13 Basketball @ Grattan Academy – 
 Girls 5:30 pm; Boys 7 pm
14 No School for Students and Staff 
 (possible weather make-up day)
17-18 No School for Students and Staff 
 (Mid-Winter Break)
19 CTA Board Meeting – 3:30 pm
21 Basketball @ Grace Bible College vs.   
 WMAA – Girls 5:30 pm; Boys 7 pm
22 Sweetheart Swirl @ Rockford 
 Community Cabin

CTA makes outdoor lighting improvements 
with help from Consumers Energy

CTA Ladies defeat Greenville Grattan 
Academy

The CTA girls basketball team traveled east to take 
on the Grattan Grizzlies and were able to pull away in 
the second half defeating them 36-22.  It seemed early 
that no team was going to pull away as the lead changed 
hands multiple times in the first half with the Lady 
Chargers settling in with a 13-11 lead.  Things changed 
quickly in the second half as the Chargers half court trap 
defense led to some steals and layups on the other end.  
“The half court trap is something that we spend a lot 

of time on, and it was 
nice to see it have some 
success in this game.”  
“We did a nice job of 
anticipating in the sec-
ond half and were able 
to get some layups from 
that increased anticipa-
tion,” explained an ex-
cited Coach Hill after 
the game.  

Although this was a 
complete team effort 
there were a couple of 

players who really stood out.  Aubrey Slocum and Nadine Merz were dominant on the 
boards with 9 rebounds each, and Alicia Beck led the charge offensively with 10 points.  
“We have such great senior leadership on this team and it really showed through in this 
game.” Coach Hill said. “It is such a privilege to work with such talented and hardworking 
ladies, they come to practice every day and want to improve. It has been a real treat so far.”  

The Lady Chargers are off next week but are back in action on January 28th when they 
head to Fremont to take on the Quad City Mustangs.  The game will be played at the Fre-
mont Rec Center and the game tips at 6:00pm. Come cheer on the Chargers. 

K-5 Holiday Concert
Fourth Grade performing at the Christmas concert.

The Class of 2014
              Presents

Sweetheart Swirl
Starry, Starry, Night

February 22, 2014
Rockford Community Cabin

220 N Monroe
Rockford, MI
7:00 – 11pm
Grades 8-12

On December 19th CTA 
Elementary had a choir 
concert for an audience in-
cluding the middle school, 
high school and par-
ents.  The auditorium was 
packed with many family 
members who were there 
to support their children.   
Each grade, kindergarten 
through fifth grade, chose 
two Christmas songs to 
perform.  The classes pre-
pared diligently during the 
month of December by 
practicing their songs.  Lil-
ley Smith, 3rd grade, said “I 
think all of the classes did 
a really good job.”   Jaden 
Sancho, 5th grader, “It was 
really good and it was fun getting to perform in front 
of an audience.  It took a lot of work preparing for the 
concert but it was worth it.“ Mrs. Honeysett, first grade 
teacher commented, “It was fun to see the kids in the 

holiday spirit.  It was neat to see all of the support from 
the parents who filled the house.  I look forward to hav-
ing another holiday concert next year.”  

CTA has completed a relighting project work-
ing with Consumers Energy Business Solu-
tions.  These two Lumecon 112.5 watt LED floods 
replaced two 1500 watt halogen quartz to greatly 
improve the lighting covering the main entrance 
to the campus.  Daniel Clark, facility manager at 
CTA, is shown receiving the $1100.00 check from 
Dru Ross, representative from Consumers Energy.

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

In what has 
turned into a 
quite a rivalry 
over the years, 
the Chargers 
put forth their 
best effort of 
the year, but 
it wasn’t quite 
enough falling 
52-46.  Some 
early misses 
coupled with 
some foul 
trouble to key 
players led to 
a slow start, 
but the Char-
gers fought through the 
adversity. “I thought the 
tempo change in the second 
quarter utilizing full court 
pressure and rotation of 
fresh bodies, coupled with 
depth, facilitated our come-
back.  Our players are in-
experienced but work hard 

in practice to learn their 
roles with our press and 
last night we saw some of 
the fruits from this labor,” 
explained Coach Bultman 
after the game.  Fighting is 
what they did, as they came 
all the way back and cut 
the lead to two points with 

a minute to go, but timely 
free throw shooting for the 
Grizzlies ultimately lead to 
the victory for Grattan.  “I 
feel we are on the brink of 
some really good basketball 
as we drastically reduced 
our unforced errors,” said 
Bultman. “With 7 players 
on the roster who have nev-
er played on a basketball 
team before, this season is 
a learning experience.  It 
is great to see the skills im-
prove and see the players 
come together as a team.”

CTA received a strong 
game from Dylan Yar-
rington who led the way 
with 14 points, and only 
two turnovers.  Freshman 
Brandon Beck poured in a 
career high 15 points, and 
Derek Winters added 12 
points while battling foul 
trouble. The Chargers have 
no games next week before 
they start a very busy stretch 
on January 28th when they 
battle the Quad City Mus-
tangs.  The game will be 
played at the Fremont Rec 
Center and the game tips at 
7:30. 

Catfish state record broken for 
second time in less than two years 
from the Michigan dnr

Weekly Fishing Tip: 
Finding panfish through the ice 

Not everyone goes south 
for the winter
For some, the Great Lakes are a winter destination 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
by ranger steve Mueller

Owl Relationships

Have you been attempting to target panfish during your 
ice fishing trips this winter, but aren’t having much luck? 
Consider the following things: 

Are the panfish sticking to shallow or deep depths? 
Are they hanging out in the weeds or on the rocks? 
Are they suspended or are they hugging the bottom?   
Due to the weather much of the state has experienced re-

cently, panfish are likely to be in deeper water to find more 
oxygen. Keep that in mind when you look for them!  

Also keep your presentation efforts in mind. A popular ef-
fort includes putting a jig on the bottom and using a twitch-
pause-twitch routine with it.  

For more information on winter fishing in Michigan, visit 
www.michigan.gov/fishing.     

This tip was adapted from Michigan Outdoor News.

Niles, Mich., resident Dale Blakley reeled in a 52-pound flat-
head catfish on Barron Lake (Cass County) on Sunday, Jan. 12, 
setting a new state record. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources confirmed the 
catch of a new state record 
flathead catfish on Monday, 
Jan. 13.

The catfish was caught by 
Dale Blakley of Niles, Mich., 
on Sunday, Jan. 12, on Barron 
Lake in Cass County at 3 p.m. 
The fish weighed 52 pounds 
and measured 46.02 inches. 
Blakley was ice fishing for 
crappies when he landed the 
record fish.   

The record was verified by 
Brian Gunderman, a DNR 
fisheries biologist, at the 
Plainwell office. The previous 
state record flathead catfish 
was caught by Rodney Akey, 
of Niles, on the St. Joseph 
River, in Berrien County, 
on May 22, 2012. That fish 
weighed 49.8 pounds and 
measured 45.7 inches. Prior 
to that, the record hadn’t been 
broken since 1943. 

“Catching this fish was 
the most exhilarating experi-
ence,” said Blakley. “It was 
only the second time I’ve ever 
gone ice fishing and it was the 
only bite we had on the lake 

the whole day. This definitely 
sits at the top of my list!”  

It should be noted that flat-
head catfish typically inhab-
it large river systems, like 
the nearby St. Joseph River. 
Based on the size of this fish, 
it mysteriously found its way 

to Barron Lake several years 
ago, perhaps through illegal 
stocking, as there are no di-
rect connections to a large 
river system. Anglers are re-
minded that transferring fish 
from one water body to an-
other is prohibited because 

such transfers can disrupt the 
fish community in the receiv-
ing water through predation, 
competition with native spe-
cies, or introduction of new 
disease-causing organisms.   

State records are recog-
nized by weight only. To 
qualify for a state record, fish 
must exceed the current listed 
state record weight and identi-
fication must be verified by a 
DNR fisheries biologist.  

“We’ve had numerous state 
records broken in the last cou-
ple of years, further showcas-
ing the quality of Michigan’s 
fisheries,” said DNR Fisher-
ies Division Chief Jim Dex-
ter. “We hope this latest catch 
encourages anglers to get out 
on the water in search of their 
own state record—or at least a 
great adventure!”   

A video (produced by 
the Blakley family) of 
this state-record catch is 
available at http://youtu.
be/864YR-QAKMY. For 
more information on fishing 
in Michigan, visit www.mich-
igan.gov/fishing. 

Did you know the Great Lakes have 
thousands of feathered friends floating out 
there right now? Have you ever wondered 
how duck, geese and swan populations are 
tracked?  The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, along with many oth-
er states in the nation, estimate duck, geese 
and swan populations (waterfowl) by look-
ing at areas that traditionally hold birds in 
January—the open water.  

“Anytime Mother Nature causes wildlife 
to naturally group together, surveying can 
be much more efficient,” said DNR wildlife 
biologist Mark Monroe. “Looking for birds 
by truck or plane at the same time across the 
nation gives agencies a great feel for popu-
lations and habitat trends.”  

From Jan. 5-11, DNR staff visited (either 
by plane or truck) the same areas that have 
been surveyed in the past, not just to count 
waterfowl but also to identify the species. 
Mallards were the most common duck ob-
served, although many “diving ducks” or 
sea ducks—such as canvasbacks and red-
heads—were counted.

“I’ve been flying this survey in the north-
ern Lower Peninsula for quite a few years,” 
said Monroe, “and I have seen thousands of 
ducks every year out in the open water; it’s 
really neat to see.”  

The northern Lower Peninsula area was 
flown by plane. One DNR pilot and two 
DNR observers spent the day traveling over 
750 miles, searching out large groups of 
waterfowl in water that still remains open. 

The Manistee River, Lake Michigan from 
Pentwater to the Sleeping Bear Dunes, the 
inlet at Elberta and the Grand Traverse Bay 
area are locations in Northern Michigan 
where large numbers of birds are tradition-
ally found. The crew revisits other “hot 
spots” where they have found waterfowl 
populations in the past, conducting flyovers 
at elevations of 200 to 500 feet. The Great 
Lakes and large rivers hold thousands of 
ducks that will spend the winter here, either 
because they are resident birds and do not 
migrate or because they have migrated to 
the Great Lakes from farther north. That’s 
right—some waterfowl that breed near the 
Arctic will actually head south to the Great 
Lakes to winter!  

“In the northern Lower Peninsula we 
counted just over 12,000 ducks, just under 
100 geese and more than 300 mute swans,” 
said Monroe. “It’s amazing how many birds 
are out on the water that’s still open.”  

Winter waterfowl surveys can help detect 
any significant changes in the populations 
as well as help determine results of recent 
waterfowl hunting seasons and help dictate 
further regulations for future seasons. The 
January waterfowl survey also provides the 
best information on the number of mute 
swans in Michigan so population trends can 
be established for yearly comparisons.  To 
learn more about the different wildlife sur-
veys completed by the DNR, visit the Wild-
life Surveys page on the DNR website or 
contact DNR wildlife outreach technician 
Katie Keen at 231-775-9727.

I wonder about the import-
ant relationships.

Sunday morning I stopped 
at Ody Brook’s road entrance 
where I saw a dead bird. At 
first I thought it was a Ruffed 
Grouse but quickly realized 
it was a gray phase East-
ern Screech Owl. I drove to 
church.

During silent prayers I 
prayed for Greg and Cindi in 
regards to what is appearing 
to be a terminal cancer for 
Cindi. Then I prayed for the 
owl that lost its life and also 
for its family.

I received a call in Janu-
ary from a man that found a 
Great Horned Owl dead in 
the snow.  Upon retrieving 
the owl, he realized it died a 
strange death. The owl was 
flying close to the ground and 
flew into a grape vine. The 
vine branched into a V. The 
owl’s neck got caught and 
wedged in the V. The owl was 
hanging limply by the neck. 
The skin was ripped and the 
neck broken. I hoped the owl 
died instantly instead of hang-
ing helplessly wedged by the 
neck.  

Now that it is dead, I won-
der about its mate and plans 
that were made. It is breeding 
season. Owl pairs have prob-

ably found some advantages 
and some disadvantages to 
the two plus feet of snow re-
ceived. The snow surely af-
fected hunting and daily rou-
tines. Males are catching prey 
to present to females. Nest 
selection and refurbishing 
has been underway. Territory 
boundaries have been claimed 
and posted with vigilant calls 
and patrols. We heard a Great 
Horned Owl begin hooting 
here this week. 

What now? Was it the male 
or female that died? What 
emotional strain would envel-
op the remaining owl? Janu-
ary is a hard month without 
the loss of a mate.

Males offer food and fe-
males expect it. Females 
may have begun egg laying 
and should be sitting tight 
to nests waiting for mates to 
bring nourishment. The forest 
must sound empty without the 
nightly hoots of her mate.

Many think that only people 
experience emotional loss and 
associated loss of contributo-
ry sustenance when a spouse 
dies. In nature niches, many 
species help sustain mates, 
especially during the breeding 
season. When a mate sudden-
ly disappears without a trace, 
the emotional strain must 

be great. No one notifies the 
family member of what hap-
pened. Emotional strain is a 
combination of chemical and 
nervous stimulation. Only in 
a few social species do others 
comfort and assist the griev-
ing.

Personal survival demands 
the owl continue valiantly. 
For the owl, a lone female 
left to survive will probably 
continue but her eggs may 
not hatch. Exposure while she 
hunts might be too great and 
the embryos will likely never 
develop.

Life is hard with emotional 
traumas. When a bird’s nest is 
raided, an ant’s food taken, or 
a person’s body withers from 
disease, these organisms ex-
perience emotion. How we 
choose to interpret nervous 
and chemical changes and 
then define emotion is our 
choice. 

Emotion may be quantified 
and even dismissed by some 
scientific standards for some 
organisms. Perceptive peo-
ple will recognize what I call 
many realms of reality. Ants, 
owls, and people share expe-
riences of living and emotion. 
We are all of the same DNA.  
Our perceptions and emotions 
are different in degree with 
links dating back to the begin-
nings of life.

I wonder about the import-
ant relationships.

Natural history questions 
or topic suggestions can be 
directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@char-
termi.net Ody Brook, 13010 
Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, 
Michigan 49319-8433.
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, January 14, 2014
7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Austin, Armstrong. 
Absent: Mahoney 

Board action approved: Resolutions to use 
CDBG funds for Arbor Circle and CDBG funds 
for construction of a Disc Golf Course in Gordon 
Park; Resolution to accept CDBG funds for 2013-
2014; Budget workshop Thursday, February 13, 
2014 at 5:30 PM; Approve State contracted Digital 
Orthophotography flight cost; amend general and 
library funds; amend township credit card policy.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: January 23, 2014  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

2014 SCHEDULE
REGULAR PLANNING 

COMMISSION MEETINGS
(THURSDAYS AT 7:00PM)

February 04  June  24
April  01  October  07

Special meetings scheduled as needed.

All meetings are held at the 
Sand Lake Municipal Building

2 E. Maple St.
Sand Lake, MI, 49343

616-636-8854

Dated: January 23, 2013 Judy Howard, Clerk

Solon Township
Kent County

15185 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting, 
January 14, 2014.

Board Members Present:  Heather Zenker, V. 
Fred Gunnell, John Rideout, Mary Lou Poulsen, 
Robert Ellick
Board Members Absent: none
Public Hearing on Community Development 
Block Grant funds.
Approved: Purchase of cord, reel, and light 
equipment for Fire Department, budget amend-
ment, transfer of funds to street fund, transfer of 
funds to principal payment on building loan.
No action taken: none
Tabled: none
Discussion: Fire house renovations, issues with 
new building.
Public Comment:  none.
Adjournment:  8:00 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is avail-
able at the Township Hall during regular busi-
ness hours or on the township’s web site @ 
www.solontwp.org. 

Dated: January 23, 2014 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051
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Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
MONEY CONCEPTS

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

EXPERT, AFFORDABLE TAX HELP

866-4704

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns
Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel
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LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture
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r.

Call Now for an 
Appointment

Over
30
Years

Fastax
& accounting

Personal & Business Taxes

Walk-Ins Welcome
Appointments Advised

44 S. Main St. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0920
FasTax@1040.com

McBride Accounting

616-696-1599

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm 
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pmWalk-ins welcome

We are a 
Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

“We worked closely with a variety of publishers and 
booksellers to make this program available to Michigan 
families,” said Menachem Kniespeck, president  & CEO of 
MFE. “The response from families has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. Our volunteers are working extra shifts to 
quickly get books into the hands of thousands of kids.”

How to get books for free from MFEfamily.org
The books are free of charge and families may select as 

many as 14 books per order. Families are only responsible 
for the shipping charges along with a nominal handling fee 
of just $2. The shipping cost depends upon the total weight 
of books, packaging and package size.

Who is eligible for the MFEfamily.org Free Book Pro-
gram?

Anybody residing in Michigan is eligible for this pro-
gram. There are no income qualifications; however, fami-
lies grappling with household finances, or those who have 
struggling school-aged readers, are encouraged to visit the 
site.

What kinds of books are available?
The free book program has a mix of chapter books, lev-

eled-readers ,study aids, and activity books at all grade lev-
els. The inventory changes frequently as new books arrive 
on a regular basis.

Donations
Those wishing to make a contribution towards the Mich-

igan community and make the future better for the kids can 
visit the www.mfefamily.org site.

For more information about Michigan Friends of Educa-
tion, visit www.mfefamily.org

Free book
...continued from page 7

Bronze needing wins against Forest Hills Eastern and Northern 
to earn the number two seed in the conference tournament. 

Overall, the team dual record is 13-10 including a second 
place finish last weekend at the Pine River Invitational. Satur-
day 4 wrestlers placed at the Lakeview Individual Tournament. 
Pat DePiazza placed fourth at heavyweight while both Jordan 
Ringler at 103 and senior Baron Lenardson at 125 placed third. 
Junior Teddy Edwards pulled out heartpounding overtime win 
to be tournament champion at 215 pounds. 

Ringler is off to a fast start to his high school career with a 
team leading 23 wins followed by Edwards with 22 wins in-
cluding 15 pins. State ranked Zack Wamser has piled up 19 wins 
while Lenardson has 18 including his 100th career victory. 

Wrestlers
...continued from page 9

Check your tax forms for errors and 
avoid fines for 2013

 (BPT) - Tax season will be here before you 
know it and businesses everywhere want to 
handle their reporting quickly, efficiently and 
on time in order to avoid the penalties and fines 
associated with missed deadlines. In recent 
years, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has 
increased its penalties for misfiled or late tax 
forms. As a result, it’s more important than ever 
for leaders of small to mid-sized businesses to 
stay on top of changes and be doubly vigilant in 
assembling and reviewing their reporting doc-
uments.

As simple as it may seem, one of the most 
important but least utilized steps to this review 
is simply double-checking all reporting docu-
ments and deadlines. It is vital to double check 
the information on tax forms for accuracy and 
be aware of year-end deadlines to prevent errors 
resulting in fines or other penalties. If filing is not done by the 
deadline, taxpayers will face failure-to-file penalties.

“Tax season doesn’t have to be a stressful time of the year that 
starts ulcers for small business leaders,” says Janice Krueger, a 
tax and reporting expert at Greatland, one of the country’s lead-
ing providers of W-2 and 1099 products for business. “A recent 
study revealed that 39 percent of filers are never certain that 
they are meeting all the rules and requirements when reporting 
annually. We want to help alleviate those concerns by informing 
taxpayers about filing requirements and deadlines, along with 
the ramifications of errors and/or late filings.”

Many 1099 and W-2 reporting penalties have doubled or even 
tripled over the past few years and it is increasingly essential 
that businesses file and complete all wage and income filings on 
time. Here is a list of filing penalties for W-2 and 1099 forms 
Greatland believes taxpayers should be aware of this season:

* The penalty for failing to file accurate information on re-
turns is $100 per return.

* The maximum failure-to-file penalty is $1.5 million.
* If returns are filed within 30 days after the due date, the pen-

alty is $30 per return.
* The maximum penalty for organizations that issue returns 

within 30 days is $250,000.
* The penalty for filing returns more than 30 days after the due 

date, but before Aug. 1, is $60 per return.
* The maximum penalty for organizations that issue returns 

more than 30 days past the due date, but before Aug. 1, is 
$500,000.

For small businesses, defined as organizations with annual 
gross receipts of $5 million or less for the three most recent tax 
years:

* The maximum failure-to-file penalty is $500,000.
* The maximum penalty for organizations that issue returns 

within 30 days after the due date is $75,000.
* The maximum penalty for organizations that issue returns 

more than 30 days past the due date, but before Aug. 1, is 
$200,000.

To make sure your business has all of the accurate information 
needed, you can find a full list of federal and state filing regu-
lations to remember on Greatland’s W-2 and 1099 fact center 
website.

$ $
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/business/tax-time/

at home or away 
we’re  just a click away

nation prevented approximately 6.6 million illnesses and 79,000 
hospitalizations last year. It is critically important that people get a 
flu shot now. It takes 10—14 days after receiving the vaccination 
for a person to develop immunity. This is why you often hear peo-
ple wrongly claim that they got the flu from the flu shot.

Multiple studies have confirmed that the flu vaccine does not 
cause influenza. People can, however, become ill from exposure 
to contagious people during those 10–14 days before their immu-
nity develops. Some children ages 6 months to 2 years old may 
require two doses of vaccine (parents should check with a health 
care provider for details).

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza vi-
ruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. Flu viruses can spread 
when people with flu cough, sneeze, or even talk. Someone might 
also get flu by touching a surface or object (like a phone) that has 
flu virus on it, and then touching their own mouth, eyes, or nose. 
Signs and symptoms can include fever, chills, cough, sore throat, 
runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, fatigue 
(very tired), vomiting and diarrhea (more common in children 
than adults). If you think you have the flu, try to limit spreading 
the illness. Do not go to school or work until you recover.

The Kent County Health Department seasonal influenza pro-
gram provides vaccinations for all individuals six months of age 
and older. Vaccines start at $25 for injection, and $33 for FluMist 
nasal spray. Children from six months through eighteen years 
who have no insurance, or who have insurance that doesn’t cov-
er vaccines, will pay a sliding scale administration fee of up to 
$15. The Health Department can only bill Medicaid and Medi-
care. Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa, or Discover are accepted. To 
make an appointment at any of our five clinic locations, call (616) 
632-7200. You can also schedule online at www.stickittotheflu.
com. Flu information is also available on our information only 
line at (616) 742-4FLU (358).

H1N1
...continued from page 8

contains resources to help owners include pets in their emergency 
action plans. Pet owners may also take a Red Cross Pet First Aid 
course so they can practice the skills and receive feedback. People 
can go to redcross.org/takeaclass for information and to register. 

The Red Cross has made great strides in making emergency 
information available whenever and wherever people need it. 
The Pet First Aid App and other Red Cross apps can be found in 
the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store for Android by 
searching for American Red Cross or by going to redcross.org/
mobileapps.

First aid
...continued from page 8

Prevent
...continued from page 8
awareness among healthcare professionals, educators, social ser-
vice professionals, and many segments of the general public about 
the frequency with which birth defects occur and the steps that can 
be taken to prevent them. Small steps such as visiting a healthcare 
provider before pregnancy and taking a multivitamin every day 
can make a significant difference towards protecting the health of 
women and babies. Public awareness, appropriate medical care, 
accurate and early diagnosis, and social support systems are all 
essential for ensuring prevention and treatment of these common 
and often deadly conditions. 

In addition to its prevention efforts, the NBDPN works to im-
prove nationwide surveillance of birth defects, provide family 
support, and to advance research on possible causes. Information 
about the NBDPN can be found at www.NBDPN.org and www.
EndBirthDefects.org. For more information about birth defects 
in Michigan, visit www.michigan.gov/birthdefectsinfo or www.
migrc.org.

2014 Standard 
Mileage Rates

The Internal Revenue Service issued the 2014 optional stan-
dard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of oper-
ating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving 
purposes.

Beginning on Jan. 1, 2014, the standard mileage rates for the 
use of a car (also vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be:

56 cents per mile for business miles driven
23.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes
14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations
The business, medical, and moving expense rates decrease 

one-half cent from the 2013 rates. The charitable rate is based 
on statute.

The standard mileage rate for business is based on an annual 
study of the fixed and variable costs of operating an automobile. 
The rate for medical and moving purposes is based on the vari-
able costs.

Taxpayers always have the option of calculating the actual 
costs of using their vehicle rather than using the standard mile-
age rates.

A taxpayer may not use the business standard mileage rate for 
a vehicle after using any depreciation method under the Mod-
ified Accelerated Cost Recovery System (MACRS) or after 
claiming a Section 179 deduction for that vehicle. In addition, 
the business standard mileage rate cannot be used for more than 
four vehicles used simultaneously.

These and other requirements for a taxpayer to use a standard 
mileage rate to calculate the amount of a deductible business, 
moving, medical, or charitable expense are in Rev. Proc. 2010-
51. Notice 2013-80 contains the standard mileage rates, the 
amount a taxpayer must use in calculating reductions to basis for 
depreciation taken under the business standard mileage rate, and 
the maximum standard automobile cost that a taxpayer may use 
in computing the allowance under a fixed and variable rate plan.



Tips to keep you trekking 
this winter

MDOT warns motorists, 
private plows of winter 
hazards

A private snowplow push-
es snow into a state high-
way, causing a public plow 
to crash and roll over, injur-
ing the driver. Meanwhile, 
in another area a motorist 
disregards winter condi-
tions, traveling too fast and 
crashes into the rear of a 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) 
plow, disabling it.

Those are just two cases of hazardous 
actions in winter resulting in crashes ear-
lier this month in Michigan, and in both 
cases taking two winter maintenance ve-
hicles out of commission.

“Slippery roads, reduced visibility, and 
excessive speeds greatly reduce the mar-
gin of error in winter driving,” said State 
Transportation Director Kirk T. Steudle. 
“We implore private plow operators and 
motorists to be extra cautious, and avoid 
doing anything that adds to the hazards 
of winter driving or roadway mainte-
nance.”

Two main concerns are when residents 
and businesses pile snow at the ends of 
driveways along the highway shoulder, and when snow is pushed across the road, leaving 
snow or slush on the road surface.

The Michigan Vehicle Code prohibits depositing “snow, ice, or slush on any roadway 
or highway,” and “the obstruction of safety vision by removal or deposit of snow, ice, or 
slush.” This includes the end of driveways, where banked snow can reduce visibility for 
vehicles trying to enter the roadway. Leaving a trail of snow on the pavement while plow-
ing across the road also can create an added hazard to unsuspecting motorists and to road 
maintenance personnel.

Motorists also should be particularly careful around winter maintenance snowplows and 
salt trucks. These large, powerful vehicles may be traveling at slower speeds than vehicles 
around them, and may be obscured by blowing snow.

“For your safety and the 
safety of our operators, it’s 
important to give snow-
plows a buffer to do their 
work,” Steudle said.

Meet Klaus!  He is 
an 11 month old Pit 
Bull mix who is very 
social and outgoing.  
Klaus enjoys playing 
with other dogs and 
playing fetch.  If you are 
looking for a loyal, kind 
dog who will always be 
by your side, come and 
meet Klaus at Humane Society of West Michigan.

Meet Callie!  
She is a 10 year 
old Domestic 
Longhair mix 
who enjoys 
spending time 
with you.  She 
loves to explore 

but her favorite activity is snuggling up in your lap.  If 
you are looking for a gentle, caring kitty, come and meet 
Callie at Humane Society of West Michigan.

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #4p
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CLASSIFIEDS
DeaDline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST for more information at 

616.696.3655

Help 
Wanted

Studies show that 
reading keeps the 

mind sharp. Give your 
brain a boost. Sub-

scribe to the newspa-
per and expand your 
mind with a world of 

information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed 
Subscription to 

The Post for only 
$25.00 per year!
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Classifieds 

apartments 
for rent

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

AUCTION ServICeS

PETS of the WEEk

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Critter
Corner

Homes for 
sale

ChIld CAre

Critter
Corner

Auto Life

[ W A I T  T O  T E X T ]
Drivers are 23 times more 

likely to be involved in a car 
accident while texting. 

- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

AGENCY NAME
Town Name   •   555-555-5555 

12666 (7-13)

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

• Tintable Stone Guard
• All-Over Paint & Spot Repair
• Glass Installed

Receive $100 OFF
your deductible

when you mention this ad

69 Northland Drive | Sand Lake
(616) 636-5341 

Part time cdl drivers needed
• Are you semi-retired and thinking about becoming a motorcoach driver?
 • Making a career out of motorcoach driving?
  • Clean modern equipment
   • See something new every day!
    • A company that appreciates and respects our drivers!

Requirements: CDL experience a big plus (but will train right person); Clean professional appearance; 
Flexible schedule, 25 years or older (per insurance requirements), good sense of direction. 

if this is you, please apply in person at compass coach inc.
compass coach inc.
13550 White creek ave. ne
cedar springs, mi 49319
(1/2 mile from Big Boy, look for big red buildings)

9am - 4Pm mon-Fri

must have open schedule m-F  |  We are set for weekend drivers

compass coach is looking to add 
Bus Washers

This is a part-time position, 15-20 hours/week. Applicants must 
have reliable transportation. Hours are typically between 9pm 
and 4am, Monday - Sunday. Pay is $9/hour. 

We will be holding open interviews Friday, January 24, 
9am - 12pm and monday, January 27, 1pm - 4pmCompass Coach is a drug-free workplace

Let us shoveL 
your snow
ApArtment 

communities 
by GArdner 

mAnAGement 
Lexington woods 

apartments
Free heat, water 

and trash removal 
rent is bAsed 

on income
1 and 2 bedrooms 

also barrier free units 
available.

this institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

call (231) 893-2739
or visit our website

www.lexingtonwoodsapts.com
tdd phone

#1-800-649-3777

apartments 
for rent

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY 

next door to Meijer 

THESE HOMES 
FOR SALE  
are waiting 

for you!
3513 FernField
13682 Petunia

3464 HollyField
 

Call Marilyn at 
616-696-1100

FREE HEAT!!
Kent Ridge &

Kent Ridge Junction 
Apartments

77 Kent Ridge Dr., Kent City
Just Off M-37
10 Minutes to

Alpine Shopping District
Rent Based on Income

Equal Housing Opportunity
Barrier Free Units

TDD:  800-649-3777
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Call Today!
616-678-4329

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care, the hottest place 
to be in the coolest town. 
Look us up at Learn-
PlayandGrowDaycare.
com. 616-696-3754. #2-5p

Job Opening: Church 
Custodian (10-15 hours 
per week). Send resume 
by February 3, 2014 to CS 
United Methodist Church, 
ATTN: Trustees, PO Box 
K, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. For detailed job 
description, contact the 
church office at 616-696-
1140. #4,5b

CUSTODIAL SUPERVISOR – 
Local Cleaning Contractor is 
seeking a qualified supervisor 
to oversee janitorial staff in the 
Sparta Area School District. 
All Applicants must have a 
clean record, a valid drivers 
license and reliable means 
of transportation. 3+ years of 
cleaning experience is required, 
supervisor experience is highly 
preferred. Interested applicants 
are encouraged to apply online 
at http://www.csmservices.net. 
#4p

Meadowcreek Apartments 
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms avail-
able, appliances furnished, 
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak 
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616-
249-1682. www.meadow-
creekapts.us.  #tfnb

Cute, upstairs, close to 
downtown, one bedroom 
apartment. Non-smoker. Stove, 
fridge, water, trash, lawn, snow 
plowing and off street parking 
included. $500 a month plus 
deposit. 616-696-2233. #3,4p

Lost: Cocker Spaniel, female, 
light tan w/little white, and 
handicapped. “Payton” was 
lost on January 15th in the area 
of Egner and Simmons. She 
needs her meds! REWARD 
offered. Call Jan at 616-696-
2918. #4

Lost: 5 year old male cat, black, 
brown & gray, w/green eyes. 
Lost on Monday 12/23 in the 
area of Maple and Main St. in 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-401-
9832. #2

Found: Male Terrier mix, white 
and tan, found on 18 Mile Rd. 
near Myers Lake on December 
31st. Call 616-293-0147. #1

Free: Rabbits need good 
homes. One is a Giant, the 
second is a Lion Head (small), 
both males, with cages, food, 
bedding included. These are 
indoor pets. 231-629-9222, ask 
for Linda. #3

Fast Facts: 
•  Piling snow at the ends of driveways 

along highway shoulders and pushing 
snow across roads can create hazardous 
conditions. 

•  Piling or depositing snow that obstructs 
vision is a violation of Michigan’s Vehi-
cle Code. 

•  Snowplows often throw up clouds of 
snow behind them, reducing visibility 
for drivers following behind them. 

•  Motorists should never attempt to pass a 
moving snowplow on the right, as this is 
both unsafe and illegal.

ploWs - continues on page 16

(BPT) - Winter 
is in full swing, 
and with the mag-
ical season come 
the potentially 
unpleasant snow, 
ice and slippery 
conditions that 
can make driv-
ing a challenge. 
But, even in this 
less-than-ideal 
driving weather, 
Americans are 
ready to take on 
what Mother Na-
ture throws their 
way. Even though 63 percent of Americans 
say icy roads are their top winter driving 
concern, 76 percent also say they are com-
fortable driving in snow, according to Han-
kook Tire’s Winter Gauge Index.

And, if Americans are right - 41 per-
cent of all Americans polled expect more 
snow this winter, as compared to last year - 
there will be plenty of opportunity to drive 
through a winter wonderland.

Confident and prepared is the resound-
ing tune among drivers, and that’s not just 
in the area of getting behind the wheel in 
slick conditions; Seventy-one percent of 
Americans spend less than one hour dig-
ging their car out of the snow and nearly 
half (49 percent) maintain their driveway 
themselves, according to the survey.

So, clean up that driveway, embrace the 
cold weather and get out and enjoy the 
winter season.

Before hitting the road for the ski slopes 
or embarking on a winter excursion, keep 
in mind Hankook’s top winter driving tips:

•  Keep your tires ‘aired up’: Ensure 
your tires are properly inflated. For 
every 10 degree Fahrenheit change in 
outside temperature, your tire’s infla-
tion pressure will change by about 1 
pound per square inch (psi). Improp-
erly inflated tires can lead to poor trac-
tion, decreased control and skidding.

•  Slowly accelerate and decelerate: Ap-
plying engine power slowly to accel-
erate is the best method for regaining 
traction and avoiding skids. Don’t try 
to get moving in a hurry, and take extra 
care and time to-slow down when stop-
ping.

•  Invest in a set of dedicated winter tires 
for your vehicle: Winter tires, like the 
Hankook Winter i*cept evo, are spe-
cifically designed to provide improved 
traction in cold, snowy and icy condi-
tions. Whether your vehicle is front, 
rear or all-wheel drive, winter tires can 
offer an additional element of perfor-
mance to get you through those tricky 
winter driving months.

•  Check your tread to beat the snow: 
Worn or insufficient tread can cause 
skidding during the winter season, so 
it is important to make sure your tires 
are ready for the winter conditions be-
fore hitting the road. A quick way to do 
this is to check your tires’ tread depth 
indicators. Tread depth indicators are 
small raised bars that run in-between a 
tire’s tread blocks. When a tire’s tread 
is worn down to these indicator bars, 
it’s time to change to a new set of tires.

By preparing for winter’s snowy surpris-
es, you can keep on rolling throughout the 
slippery season.
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616-754-7195  1-800-557-7171

Corner of M-57 & M-91  Greenville 

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

Hours: Monday 9a.m. -7p.m.,  |  Tuesday thru Friday 9a.m.-6p.m.  |  Saturday 9a.m.-2p.m.

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

3800 V-6, 
AIR, CRUISE, 
PWR SEAT, 
PWR LOCKS 
& WINDOWS, 
CLEAN!

3.8L V-6, HTD 
LEATHER, 
DUAL PWR 
SEATS, 
1-OWNER 
ARIZONA CAR!  

$5495

2002 BUICK REGAL
DVD, V-6, 
REAR AIR, 
STOW-N-GO, 
PWR SEAT, 
QUAD-SEAT-
ING, ALLOYS

2005 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 

$6995

$7995

3800 V-6, 89K 
MILES, PWR 
SEAT, ALLOY 
WHEELS, 
NICE LOCAL 
TRADE

2006 BUICK LACROSSE

51K MILES, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR SEAT, 
CD CHANGER/
MP3, SHARP! 

2010 DODGE AVENGER R/T

$12995

3RD ROW 
SEAT, DVD, 
74K, REAR AIR, 
QUAD-SEAT-
ING, HTD 
LEATHER$16995

31K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
REAR SPOILER, 
PWR SEAT, 
REMOTE 
START

2013 CHEVY IMPALA LT  

$16995

2009 FORD FLEX SEL

SXT

RAY WINNIE AUTO SALESRAY WINNIE AUTO SALES

V-6, DVD, 3RD 
ROW SEAT, 
HTD LEATHER, 
DUAL PWR 
SEATS, 
LOADED! 

2003 BUICK RENDEZVOUS CXL 

$4995 $6495

2004 BUICK LESABRE LIMITED

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 
DVD, PWR 
MOON, REAR 
AIR, LEATHER, 
PWR SEATS $10995

2006 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

$12995

V-8, 4X4, 3RD 
ROW SEAT, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
TOW PKG, 
NICE

2007 JEEP COMMANDER LIMITED

34K MILES, 
CRUISE, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY, 
34 M.P.G.!! 

2011 TOYOTA COROLLA 

$12995

$7995

4X4, 5-SPEED, 
AIR, CD/
MP3, ALLOY 
WHEELS, 
GREAT GAS 
MILEAGE!

2008 JEEP COMPASS SPORT

$8995

4X4, 5.4L V-8, 
DVD, PWR 
MOON, PWR 
3RD ROW 
SEAT, REAR 
AIR, NICE! 

2003 FORD EXPEDITION
EDDIE BAUER

$11995

63K MILES, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
REMOTE 
START, 
LOADED!

2009 CHEVY IMPALA LT

$11995

V-6, PWR 
MOON, 
NAVIGATION, 
HTD LEATHER, 
CLEAN 
ARIZONA CAR!

2004 LEXUS ES330 

$13995

23K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD SEATS, 
AUTO, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY!

2011 FORD FIESTA SES

We feature $2 off
full-Service oil Change
Includes up to 5 qts. quality Valvoline Oil, filter,

lube & complete maintenance check.

Sand Lake oil-N-Lube
93 3rd Street | Sand Lake | 616-636-5250

Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5:30 pm 
Friday 8 am - 5pm • Saturday 8 am - 12 noon

QuiCk. eaSy. truSted.

*Off regular price. May not be combined with any other same service offers or discount. 
No cash value. Must present this coupon. Not valid with other offers. 

Limit 1 per customer. Expires 5/1/14

Some tips for motorists encountering snowplows:
• Snowplows have limited visibility and drivers cannot 

see directly behind their trucks;
• Snowplows often throw up clouds of snow behind 

them, reducing visibility for drivers following behind 
them;

• Motorists should never attempt to pass a moving snow-
plow on the right. With new wing plows and tow plows, 
the blade can clear the shoulder and the lane of travel 
simultaneously. Motorists attempting an illegal pass 
through a snow cloud on the right and/or shoulder of 
the road most likely won’t see the plow blade and run 
the risk of a serious crash; and 

• MDOT snowplows throughout Michigan will be driv-
ing at 25 mph when applying salt, which helps keep 
more salt on the roadway driving lanes where it is most 
effective. Snowplows may travel at up to 45 mph when 
plowing only.

MDOT says: Drive like you want to make it home to-
night.

Plows
...continued from page 15

Ph. 616.696.3655  
Fax 616.696.9010 |
P.O. Box 370 | 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
email: sales@cedarspringspost.com

Buy One Get One 1/2 OFF
PRINT Advertising 1/8 page or larger

January Clearance
1/2 Page 1/2 Price
ONLY $142.80 b/w | ONLY $190.80 in COLOR

call your sales rep TOday 616.696.3655

50% Off Web Ad (tile w/link to 
your website)

Reach 25,000 homes!!
Get 20,000 views per month! PLUs 5,000 print copies per week!

oNLY $50 w/ print adPL
U

s

customer appreciation Month
LasT WeeK TO TaKe adVaNTaGe Of Our


