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Woman killed
in crash

A 55-year-old Howard City woman was killed
Monday when a car crossed the centerline and
hit the vehicle she was driving head-on.
According to Howard City Police Chief
Steve DeWitt, the accident occurred about
10:30 p.m. Monday, January 21, on Federal
Highway (Northland Drive) near Almy Rd, in
Reynolds Township. A 64-year-old Sand Lake
man, driving a 2009 Honda CRV, was traveling south on Federal when he crossed over into
the northbound lane and struck a 2001 Pontiac
Montana.
The driver of the Montana, Patricia Dingman, 55, of Howard City, was pronounced dead
at the scene. The Sand Lake man was initially
unresponsive, and was later transported to Butterworth Hospital in serious condition with possible rib, ankle and head injuries. His name has
not yet been released.
Both were lone occupants of their respective
vehicles.   Neither was believed to be wearing
seatbelts and alcohol does not appear to be a
factor. Police are still investigating what caused
the man to cross the centerline.
Howard City Police were assisted by the
Montcalm County Sheriff Department, Montcalm County EMS, Howard City Fire Department, and the Michigan State Police Rockford
Post.
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Firefighters work to put out the blaze in this home in Oakfield Township.

Post photos by L. Allen.

Firefighters battled snowy
weather while fighting a
blaze in Oakfield Township
Wednesday, January 23.
The fire was reported
about 3:45 a.m. at 10830
Podunk Avenue NE, north
of 13 Mile Road. Oakfield,
Courtland, and Spencer fire
departments all responded
to the scene.
A woman told a local
news station that her mother was reportedly using a
space heater to unfreeze her
pipes, and it caught on fire.
She was not injured.
The home went up quickly, and was a total loss.

Residents rescue trapped owl
Concerned residents rescued
a Great Horned owl last Friday,
after it was caught in a soccer
net.
The owl was discovered in
the net late Friday afternoon,
January 18. Linda Willetts,
who lives just west of U.S.
131, in Algoma Township,
called nature lover Marilyn
Keigley and both started calling nature centers, the DNR,
and others hoping to find help
for the bird. The owl’s wings
were knotted up tightly in the
rope and it wasn’t moving except for an occasional turn of
the head.
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After gathering advice and
learning that bird rescue places want you to “bring the bird
to them,” Willetts and Keigley said it was evident that
they, “the untrained,” would
have to try to free the owl. A
call to Ranger Steve Mueller
in Cedar Springs landed them
some good information. He
reportedly told the pair, “Be
sure to cover the head so he
can’t see to attack you and
if it is not rescued tonight it
will probably die of hypothermia.”
Luckily the bird was quite
Rescue - continues on page 15

-Janet
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Photos By Marilyn Keigley

Algoma residents work to free trapped owl.
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Police Chief talks about robberies
By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs Police
Chief Roger Parent spoke
to the Cedar Springs Area
Chamber Commerce Monday evening about the robberies that took place last
month and ways and things
business owners should do
if one occurs.
“These will not be quickly
solved,” he said
The first robbery occurred
on October at the Admiral
gas station, on October 9,
at about 9:20 p.m. It was
robbed again on December
22, about 9:02 p.m. Then,
on December 29, the Kent

Theatre was robbed at about
10 p.m. In each case, a man
with a mask pulled over his
face implied he had a weapon and demanded money,
and then fled on foot to the
east side of town.
Two days later, on December 31, New Year’s Eve,
Family Video was robbed at
about 9:50 p.m. A man in
dark hair and dark clothing
walked around the store for
about 20 minutes without a
mask waiting for others to
leave, then pulled a stocking cap down over his face
with eye holes cut out and
approached the counter. He
showed the clerks a 5 or 6

inch hunting knife and demanded money. He then
walked away to the west,
towards Second St. He was
tracked to Beech and Second Street, where the scent
disappeared.
Each time the clothing has been different, but
he has been described as
about 5 foot 8 inches, and
somewhere between 165 to
200 pounds.
Chief Parent urged residents to report any suspicious activity, such as a car
parked and idling in a spot
where it normally wouldn’t
be, and if they see a crime,

On January 17, Cedar
Springs Middle School
competed in its 7th consecutive Geography Bee,
sponsored by National Geographic.
Each of the 16 Social
Studies classes sent their

Cold weather dangerous Check road conditions with
for pets
State Police
From the ASPCA

Brrrr—it’s cold outside! The
following guidelines will help
you protect your companion
animals when the mercury
dips.
Keep your cat inside. Outdoors, felines can freeze, become lost or be stolen, injured
or killed. Cats who are allowed
to stray are exposed to infectious diseases, including rabies, from other cats, dogs and
wildlife.
During the winter, outdoor
cats sometimes sleep under the
hoods of cars. When the motor

is started, the cat
can be injured or
killed by the fan
belt. If there are
outdoor cats in
your area, bang
loudly on the
car hood before
starting the engine to give the
cat a chance to escape.
Never let your dog off the
leash on snow or ice, especially
during a snowstorm, dogs can
lose their scent and easily become lost. More dogs are lost
during the winter than during
any other season, so make sure

yours always wears ID tags.
Thoroughly wipe off your
dog’s legs and stomach when
he comes in out of the sleet,
snow or ice. He can ingest salt,
antifreeze or other potentially
dangerous chemicals while
Pets- continues on page 5

You provide the guests,
We provide the rest!

The Michigan State Police Lakeview Post would
like to remind motorists to
check the MSP Winter Travel Advisory before heading
out on the roads. The MSP
Winter Travel Advisory is
available at www.michigan.
gov/roadconditions or by
calling 1-800-381-8477.
The Winter Travel Advisory provides road conditions for the state’s freeways and trunk lines based
on reports from public
safety personnel work-

ing throughout Michigan.
These roads are the first to
be cleared during winter
weather. Road conditions
for rural and county roads
are not available, however
it is unusual for conditions
on these roads to be better
than those listed for area
freeways.
The MSP Winter Travel
Advisory is updated at least
twice a day from information provided by law enforcement and public safety
personnel working through-

out Michigan. The advisory
is posted online from November to March each year.
As a reminder, driving
too fast for road conditions
is the number one cause of
traffic crashes during the
winter season. The MSP encourages travelers to check
the Winter Travel Advisory
Web site for information
and use their own best judgment when traveling this
winter. If weather conditions appear too severe for
travel, they most likely are.

e tkoer up!
Tim
puc

THE 20TH ANNUAL “BEST LIPS” CONTEST

Do you have the most luscious lips
in Cedar Springs?

Bounce House

Dunk Tank

$PODFTTJPO&RVJQNFOU
and Supplies

Enter our contest and find out!

Using RED lipstick, make an imprint of your lips on WHITE paper
and fill out entry form below and send both to:
Best Lips Contest
The Cedar Springs Post
PO Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or drop it off to us at 36 E. Maple Street

DEADLINE IS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4 AT 5:00 P.M.
Wedding Accessories

Plus
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We stock everything you need for
your next party or special event:

3575 14 Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
w w w. g r a n d re n t a l. c o m

t#JSUIEBZ
t#BCZ4IPXFS
t#SJEBM4IPXFS
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t"OOJWFSTBSZ
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616-863-6161

Middle school holds geography bee

Hunter Hall

Surveillance photo from Admiral robbery December 22.

Must be at least 16 to enter.

YOU BE THE JUDGE
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two best geography students to represent their class
in the school bee this year.
The contestants were tested
on their knowledge of the
geographic features of the
United States.
The students were given
a series of questions and
were knocked out of the
competition when they answered their third question
incorrectly—a simple three
strikes and you’re out method. It took over 40 questions to get the group of 32
down to the top five. Finishing in 5th place was Patrick

Fliearman.
For the first time ever, the
same question eliminated 3
boys, who all ended up with
a tie for second place. Brandon Kramer, Jacob Outwin
and Brandyn Kirchhoff all
earned their third strike on
the same question.
Eighth-grader
Hunter
Hall executed a perfect final round to earn the victory. The final question that
eliminated the boys was:
“Horse racing is an important activity around
Lexington in what state?”
(Check your answer at end

Man arrested in fatal Two arrested in
home invasions
accident case
A 24-year-old Howard City
man has been charged with
the hit and run death last July
of Scott Michael Gregory, 25,
also of Howard City.
Ryan Patrick Bennett was
arraigned January 18 and released on bond on two felony
charges, Operating while intoxicated causing death and
Reckless driving causing
Ryan Bennett
death, in connection with the
July 20 traffic crash that led to Gregory’s death.
Bennett was the initial target of the investigation, and it
is believed he was headed home when he struck and killed
Gregory.
The initial story was that he saw a body lying in West
Edgerton Street shortly before 2:30 a.m., on Friday, July
20. He then proceeded home (a few blocks away) and told
his father, who called 911. He was arrested at the scene for
driving while intoxicated.
Evidence recovered from Bennett’s vehicle was analyzed
by the Michigan State Police crime lab and connected Bennett’s vehicle to the crash.

Kent County
Sheriff investigators have identified and arrested
two subjects in
connection with
numerous daytime home invaPatrick Keeshan
Marwan Tawachi
sions that have occurred over a four-month period.
Arrested was Patrick Arthur Keeshan, 42, of Grand Rapids, and Marwan Hassan Tawachi, 31, of Gowen.
Authorities said that the offenses have occurred all over
Kent County and neighboring Ionia County, and that much
of the stolen property was pawned or sold. Detectives are
still attempting to identify additional victims. It is believed
the two are responsible for more than 30 Home Invasions
that targeted jewelry.
Keeshan was charged with two counts of Home Invasion
2nd Degree, one count of Resisting and Opposing an Officer, habitual offender-3rd offense, and habitual offender4th offense. Bond was set at $50,000.
Tawachi was charged with two counts of Home Invasion
2nd Degree, habitual offender-3rd offense, and habitual
offender-4th offense. Bond was set at $50,000.

BEST LIPS ENTRY FORM
NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY__________________________STATE_____ZIP CODE_______
PHONE____________________________________ AGE_________
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Fake Auto Insurance Scam

Fraudulent No-Fault Certificates through Tennessee Christian Motorist Aid
The Office of Financial
and Insurance Regulation
(OFIR) is warning Michigan
drivers that they may have
unknowingly
purchased
fraudulent automobile insurance certificates from
an unlicensed individual
reportedly issued through
Tennessee Christian Motorist Aid.
An OFIR investigation
found that Mervin Graber,

an unlicensed individual,
was selling bogus policies
through Tennessee Christian Motorist Aid. OFIR
ordered Mervin Graber and
Tennessee Christian Motorist Aid to cease and desist
from conducting unlicensed
and fraudulent insurance
activity.   
“Any driver who purchased fake auto insurance
from Mervin Graber needs

to purchase legitimate coverage immediately,” OFIR
Commissioner Kevin Clinton said. “Right now they’re
driving without insurance.”
Drivers are urged to contact
OFIR toll-free at 877-9996442 if they believe they
may have bought a fraudulent policy from Mervin
Graber. OFIR can assist
consumers in determining
whether they have proper

auto coverage.
All insurance producers
(agents) and agencies in
Michigan are required to be
licensed to sell insurance
and all insurance companies must be authorized to
write in Michigan. Consumers are advised to check
to see if an insurance agent,
agency, and insurance company are properly licensed
to do business in Michigan

by visiting: www.michigan.gov/lara/0,1607,7-15410555_13251_13262---,00.
html  OFIR has handed
the results of its investigation over to the proper law
enforcement
agencies. A
copy of OFIR’s cease and
desist order can be found
at:
www.michigan.gov/
documents/lara/MGraber_TN_Christian_Motorist_Aid_408433_7.pdf

KEYS TO
SUCCESS
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog
And ADVERTISE
in

Call 696-3655

Join Our Family!

VOTE ONLINE FOR YOUR FAVORITE LIPS!
Finalists will be printed in the February 7th edition of The POST
and YOU, the community, will vote online at
www.cedarspringspost.com to choose your favorite lips!
Winners will be featured in the February 14th edition of The POST.

of story.)
Hunter is an 8th grader in
Mr. Glyshaw’s class and is
an all-around excellent student and one day hopes to
attend Ferris State University. He is the son of Kevin
and Amy Hall of Cedar
Springs. He will find out in
the coming weeks if he is
selected to move on to the
second round of competition at Western Michigan
University.
The answer to the Geography Bee question is: Kentucky.
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At KCCU you’re an owner. Let us lend you a hand in
owning your car, owning your home and owning your
money!
MyKCCU App Now
Available

Gebhardt
Insurance
GEBHARDT INSURANCE AGENCY
14 South Main
St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Agency
Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440
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14 S Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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Church

Directory

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Sunday

Monday

(616) 696-9120

GEMS Club ~ 7pm

Worship Service ~ 10:30am
Prayer Group ~ 3:30pm
Evening Worship ~ 6:00pm

www.pioneercrc.org

Wednesday

Pastor - Jim Alblas
3110 17 Mile Rd.

Bible Study ~ 3:00pm &
6:00pm

(1 mile west of the freeway)

Rockford Springs Community Church

Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30AM • 6:00PM

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
Pastor Doug DiBell

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

org
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

Summer
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
Doug
DiBell
&
Worship
- 11AM

Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth

616-696-3229

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

Sundays @ 9:45 & 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs | 616.696.2970

CHURCH OF THE FULL GOSPEL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
Pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Trafﬁc Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 7pm
Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628 - Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.





Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com


SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m.
WORSHIP

10:15
a.m.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION















for all ages (infant-adult)


11:30 a.m.
WORSHIP





SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED ALL MORNING


Pastor Mary Ivanov



Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.
The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan
is affiliated with...
For information on
Sabbath Services contact
Bruce Chapman at 616-636-9209

IRS
F
baptist church

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

of ced ar spr ing s

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Pastor Herb VanderBilt
EAST NELSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
9024 18 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises
upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the
peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn”
(Isaiah 60:1-3).
It is said that in its hey day, the Temple of Jerusalem was like a beacon on
a hill. Against the backdrop of the drab hill surrounding it, the whitewashed
walls of the Temple could be seen for miles. Jesus said in the Sermon on the
Mount, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven” (Matt 5:14-16).
Looking back at this past year, we have seen a lot of dark. There is world
unrest, natural disasters, families struggling and way too many predictions
of the end of the world. When I was in Sunday school as a young boy, we
used to sing “this little light of mine” and we learned not to cover our “ﬁnger-light” with the cup of our hand. How can we keep the light of Christ
alive in us? What needs to happen to bring the light of Christ to our families, our church and to our community? What needs to change so that the
light can continue to shine?
This year we have seen a change in the marketplace because of the ban
of some incandescent bulbs but new kinds of bulbs are now available. The
new bulbs are supposed to be more efﬁcient and use less energy but some
prefer the ones like Edison developed over 130 years ago. It is good that
we have new and better bulbs because the kinds of darkness seem to also
be growing.
Our increasing addiction to technology has yielded more isolation and
people lonely for a real personal relationship. If there was ever a time for
the church, it is now. Like our light bulbs, people need to be connected to
the source of power in order for the light of Christ to shine through. People
need to grow in love in order be a help through the darkness that we see all
around us.
This year let us model our mission using the different kinds of light bulbs
as examples.
Incandescent-Let us be reliable and universal in bringing the light. Even
though some of our models are being discontinued, let us continue to show
how easy it is to be a follower of Jesus Christ and let them know that there
are still a lot of us around.
CFLs (compact Fluorescent lights)-Let people know that the church can
change and there are new ways of bringing the light while being good stewards of our time and energy. We can pack a lot into our lives and still have
energy left over to help others.
LEDs (light emitting diode)-Show those around us that God’s word is
still relevant, even though we live in a much different world than we did
130 years ago. Let us continue to improve ourselves and adapt to new challenges with a light that cannot be easily broken.
Sometimes we need to include all the different kinds of light, including
all those who are helping us light this world with the light of Christ—the
one light that we all point to. May 2013 ﬁnd you letting your light shine no
matter what kind of bulbs you use.

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

BLAST

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Advertise your Church here...
Call the POST @ 616-696-3655
for details

5-27-28 - 1-24-98
In Loving Memory

It’s been 15 years since
God saw you getting tired,
And a cure was not to be,
So He put His arms around you
And whispered, “Come to Me.”

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement
With tearful eyes we watched you,
And saw you pass away,
And though we loved you dearly,
We could not make you stay.

A golden heart stopped beating,
Hard working hands at rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to us,
His plan is always best.

Loving you forever,
Bob, children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren

ANNA REBECCA TOWNES
Mom,
We miss you every day.

Charles M. McKinley
Licensed Funeral Director
Manager
226 State Road - Newaygo

(231) 652-5613

When You Are
In Need Let
Us HelpYou.

Love you,
Sue & Rod Mosher

Grandma Townes
We will never forget what you would
always say to us: A bushel and a peck, and
a hug around the neck.
Love you & miss you,
Ken & Peter Mosher

Five Generations of
Serving the Grant &
Newaygo Communities

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Sunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services
11:00AM & 6:00PM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study
10:30AM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise
6:30PM
BLAST - Wednesdays during school year
6:15-7:45PM
Student Mentoring - Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-6:00PM
Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

TOWNES, ANNA REBECCA

Caring • Compassionate
Considerate

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

www.piersonbiblechurch.org



SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10 AM
Bible Study: 11:15 AM Monday
Enhance Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F
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BRING IN THE LIGHT

SAND LAKE



B irth
A nniversary
Church
Connection
W edding
spiritual notes • announcements • memories
emorial
M
From thePulpit
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

PUBLISH
YOUR

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
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By Ronnie McBrayer

Answering the
Call

DR. RICHARD L. JERUZAL

Dr. Richard L. “Dick” Jeruzal
born in Manistee, Michigan,
December
13,
1946,
departed this world and went
to be with his Lord, Friday,
January 18, 2013, at the age
of 66 after a short illness.
He was predeceased by his
parents, Evelyn and Arnold
Jeruzal, his parents-in-law,
Minnie and Russ Hutson,
and his Goddaughter, Britt
Sommerﬁeld. He is survived
by his much loved wife,
Rosemary nee Hutson, his
sister, Patricia and Michael Brougham, of Beulah, his sistersand brothers-in-law, Pat and Mike Piechocki, Bob and Sue
Hutson, his nieces, nephews and their children, Colin and
Rachel (Thomas) Brougham of Alanson, Justin Brougham
his Godson of Atlanta, Georgia, Michael Piechocki (Jack,
Eden, Becca and Josh), Kristine and Mike Johnson (Joe
and Ashley, Tony and Sarah, and Ally), Marne and Roger
Marshall-Behymer (Noah and Gabbie), Eric Hutson, Molly
and Tony Campbell (Emma and Madi) and special aunt
and uncle, Mary and Bud VanderWeide, his Goddaughter,
Michelle Henning of Nashua, New Hampshire, his incredible
CedarRock Dental Care Family, Barb, Cheryl, Jen, Lisa,
Lynn, Jodi, and Dr. B and his amazing patients. He also
leaves behind many dear friends, especially Barb and Dave
Blanden, Judy and Paul Jensen, his four-legged kids, his
boy Deuce and little girl, Elke. Announcing he would be a
dentist at the age of 8, he followed that passion studying at
Alma College, then The University of Detroit Dental school.
He returned to teach in the dental schools at U of D and The
University of Michigan after beginning his practice in 1972.
He was devoted to his cherished patients. He loved all U of
M athletics, time with friends and family, Lake Michigan,
the “mitten”, ﬁshing trips with Dave and Brian, history, the
Tigers, travels by boat, RV or airplane. Mass of Christian
burial will be Saturday at Our Lady of Consolation Church,
4865 Eleven Mile Road, Rockford at 11:00 AM. Visitation
will be at the church Thursday and Friday from 5-9PM and
one hour prior to the service. In lieu of ﬂowers, donations to
The Dr. Richard L. Jeruzal Endowed Scholarship Fund of
Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801, would
be greatly appreciated. An online registry is available at
OﬁeldFuneralHome.com.

You cannot win
if you do not
begin

Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as
there was a readiness to will, so there may be a
performance also out of that which ye have.
2 Corinthians 8:11
God’s Little Insturction Book - Honor Books

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

In loving memory of
KENNETH ROBERT HUNTER
who passed away one year ago
May 10, 1953 to January 28, 2012
Your wish was that we who were left behind not grieve, but
party and enjoy life because you knew how precious life
truly was. So many of your dreams came true here on earth
and you shared the joy you felt with those of us who loved
you. Hearing your beautiful laugh and seeing the deep and
unconditional love in your eyes are special memories that
give me strength each day that goes by. You never hesitated
to tell us you loved us or to give a hug or a kiss or to enjoy all
of the beauty around you each day. Your reminders to live,
listen, feel, think, hope and love are lessons we continue to
learn as time goes on……you loved with nothing held back
and changed my life forever.
Deeply and sadly missed by his wife Paula and his Family

Pets
...continued from page 2

My friends Scott and Karen
worked for one of the largest
missions organizations in the
world. Mexico, Central America, the Middle East, and the
Persian Gulf: Scott and Karen traversed the globe for nearly
twenty years, aiding indigenous people groups and living
out the love and witness of Christ. It all came to a grinding halt, however, when the mission organization for which
they worked deemed their medical mission financially unsustainable, but completely for reasons other than shrinking
dollars and cents.
Simply, not enough people were becoming Christians.
Conversions. Baptisms. Increasing numbers of those who
have “prayed the sinner’s prayer.” Public professions of
faith. Churches being planted and cross-topped buildings
being constructed. These were the outcomes that were required by the mission executives. When these outcomes
were not forthcoming, the organization refused to keep
pouring dollars into such an “unreceptive region.”
Scott and Karen pleaded with the mission’s executives to
reconsider this decision. Their medical facility was serving
an entire region of needy people, treating tens of thousands
of patients a year. A part of the world that had been antagonistic was finding it increasingly difficult to hate those
who were loving, medicating, and saving their children and
elders. A mission executive responded to the pleas of Scott,
Karen, and the medical staff with these words: “We have
no obligation to the bodies of those whose souls are going
to hell.”
Is this really the gospel? Is it “Good News” when we reduce the love of God to simple statistics or counting the
numbers who pray a specific, mechanical prayer? Can we,
with any integrity, disregard the crushing misery of people
today, if those needs are not spiritual in nature, and say we
are following the way of Jesus?
The “Good News,” as Jesus proclaimed it, is not an evacuation plan to rescue people from earth, or an insurance
policy for the afterlife. Rather, it is a revolutionary strategy
to redeem the sufferings of this world by putting the rule
and reign of heaven inside people, something Jesus called
the kingdom of God.
We have the chance, if we will take it, to become catalysts
and conduits of the very real kingdom of God in today’s
world, because the present – not the future – is where we
follow Jesus. Today – not tomorrow – “is the day of salvation,” and the prayer “thy kingdom come” is more than
words. It is our calling.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and
author of multiple books. You can read more and receive
regular e-columns in your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.
me.

licking his paws, and his paw pads may also bleed from snow or
encrusted ice.
Never shave your dog down to the skin in winter, as a longer
coat will provide more warmth. When you bathe your dog in the
colder months, be sure to completely dry him before taking him
out for a walk. Own a short-haired breed? Consider getting him a
coat or sweater with a high collar or turtleneck with coverage from
the base of the tail to the belly. For many dogs, this is regulation
winter wear.
Never leave your dog or cat alone in a car during cold weather.
A car can act as a refrigerator in
the winter, holding in the cold
and causing the animal to freeze
to death.
Puppies do not tolerate the
cold as well as adult dogs, and
may be difficult to housebreak
during the winter. If your puppy
appears to be sensitive to the
weather, you may opt to paperIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years
train him inside. If your dog is
sensitive to the cold due to age,
illness or breed type, take him
outdoors only to relieve himself.
Does your dog spend a lot of
time engaged in outdoor activities? Increase his supply of food,
particularly protein, to keep him,
and his fur, in tip-top shape.
Like coolant, antifreeze is a
lethal poison for dogs and cats.
Be sure to thoroughly clean up
88 EAST DIVISION STREET
any spills from your vehicle,
and consider using products that
SPARTA, MI 49345-1394
contain propylene glycol rather
than ethylene glycol.
Make sure your companion
Thomas Cheslek Phone
animal has a warm place to
MANAGER-OWNER Fax 616.887.2870
sleep, off the floor and away
from all drafts. A cozy dog or
cat bed with a warm blanket or
pillow is perfect.

at home or away
we’re just a click away

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

616.887.1761

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

www.hesselc heslekfuneralhome.com
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Arts/entertainment

Winterfest

Jan. 26: You are invited to the Izaak Walton League for a
Winterfest Celebration on Saturday January 26 from 10am
– 3pm at Ikes’ Conservation Center, 5641 Myers Lake
Rd., ½ mile north of Cannonsburg ski area. Snow-shoeing,
sledding, ice skating, snow games, archery, tracking &
nature walk, bird-feeder crafts, (some activities depend
of the weather), plus a bonfire & food! Good winter fun
and it’s all FREE! This is a community event for all ages.
Come and bring your friends and family. Watch for parking
instructions. #4

TOPS weight loss support group

Jan. 29: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake.
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can do
to help you reach your weight loss goals! Exercise 8-8:30am
(optional), weigh-ins from 8:30am–9am and the meeting
starts at 9:15am. In case of inclemeent weather, meetings
are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar Springs schools are
closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for more information. #4

Rockford Rebels 12u Tryouts

Feb. 2: The Rockford Rebels 12u baseball team will be
holding a tryout for remaining roster positions on the 2013
travel baseball team. Tryouts will be Saturday, February 2 at
3pm at the Rebels Training Facility located at 9330 Belding
Rd., Rockford. To register and for more information, contact
Micah Braman at 616-232-8422 or email: brama1mj@
cmich.edu. #4,5p

Ground Hogs, Are They Out There?

Feb. 2: Come learn about this creature they call the
Groundhog! What family is he from? Is he a nuisance or
is he a wonderful little creature? Will he see his shadow
(and who cares?). Learn all about the Groundhog with a
Naturalist and a walk! Saturday, February 2nd from 9am
– 12pm. Donation of $5 per person. Howard Christensen
Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. Preregistration is NOT required, however registering is greatly
appreciated. 616-675-3158. #4

Cedar Springs Public Library
43 W. Cherry Street • Cedar Springs • 696-1910
Mon, Tues, Fri: 12 noon - 6 pm •Wed: 10 am - 7 pm Sat: 10 am - 1 pm • Closed Thursday & Sunday

LIVE ON STAGE
The Koinonia Sr. High Players presents

A
of

G G

JANUARY 25-26

Friday @ 7PM • Saturday @ 2PM & 7PM
Come and enjoy the charm and excitement of L. M.
Montgomery’s classic tale. Follow the young orphan girl
Anne Shirley through tragedies and triumphs that mark
Anne’s growth from adolescence to early adulthood.

ALL TICKETS: $5.00

KENT THEATRE
616-696-SHOW (7469)
www.kenttheatre.com

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs

COMING SOON!

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

KENT THEATRE COUPON

Free Blood Pressure Check

Feb. 4: Metron of Cedar Springs will be providing free
blood pressure checks on Monday February 4 from 1-3pm
at Rite Aid, Cedar Springs. #4

Moose On The Loose

Feb. 5: Hang on to your antlers! KDL is celebrating the
Michigan Reads picture book selection, Moose on the Loose
by Kathy-Jo Wargin. Hear great moose stories, make your
own antlers and more! Tuesday, February 5 at 10:30 am. Sand
Lake/ Nelson Township KDL, 88 Eighth St., Sand Lake. #4

Children Stories for Preschoolers

Feb. 6: Listening to stories and exploring nature are two
activities that most children enjoy. A naturalist will read
stories to children ages three to five, and lead them on a
walk to experience what the season has to offer. Stories
include The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss and The Dreamer, by
Cynthia Rylant. Wednesday, February 6th from 9am – 12pm.
Donation of $3 per child. Howard Christensen Nature
Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. Pre-registration is
NOT required, however registering is greatly appreciated.
616-675-3158. #4

Valentines Dinner

Feb. 14: Members, bring in your friends to this special dinner
and music. Tri-County Eagles in Sand Lake, Thursday,
February 14th. Dinner from 4 – 8pm, Rib Eye steak, potato,
garlic toast and salad bar, $11.75. Entertainment from 8 –
11pm by Rhythm Masters, Clint Gitchel & Jerry Roberts
starting. #4

JOKE
of theWeek

A Michigan State trooper pulled a car over about 2
miles north of the Michigan/Indiana State line. When the
trooper asked the driver why he was speeding, the driver
said he was a Magician and Juggler and was on his way
to Ft. Wayne, IN to do a show at the Circus. He didn’t
want to be late.
The trooper told the driver he was fascinated by juggling and said if the driver would do a little juggling
for him then he wouldn’t give him a ticket. He told the
trooper he had sent his equipment ahead and didn’t have
anything to juggle. The trooper said he had some flares in
the trunk and asked if he could juggle them. The juggler
said he could, so the trooper got 5 flares, lit them and
handed them to him.
While the man was juggling, a car pulled in behind the
patrol car. A drunk got out, watched the performance,
then staggered over to the patrol car, opened the rear door
and got in. The trooper saw him and went over and asked
the drunk what he thought he was doing.
The man laughed and said, “You might as well take my
butt to jail, cause there ain’t no way I can pass that test!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

CLASSIC KELLY’S
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Hometown Idol to
Daddy Daughter
select state champion dance
Fifty-six Semi-Finalists to compete for
top prize

Six area contestants will be among 56 semi-finalists,
from Hometown Idol preliminary competitions, to compete
for the title of Statewide Champion on Saturday, Feb. 2,
2013, at 2 p.m. at the Michigan Theatre of Jackson, 124
Mechanic Street, Jackson, MI. Hometown Idol is a singing talent competition held at fairs and festivals throughout
Michigan and Indiana.
The six area residents who will compete are: Cloie Bennett, 6, of Cedar Springs; Bruce Bennett, 37, of Cedar
Springs (Cloie’s father); Alexis Lucarelli, 15, of Cedar
Springs; Melodie Hardie, 14, of Pierson; Tabitha McNeilly,
32, of Howard City; and Haylee Perry, 15, of Morley.
Each contestant will have four minutes to sing and will be
judged by an impartial panel on vocal performance, stage
presence, appearance, singing technique and execution.
The singer with the highest overall score will earn the top
prize of $1,000!
Singers of all ages representing many styles of music will
compete. Hometown Idol is a family-friendly show.
The event is open to the public. Admission fee is $5.
Doors open at 1:30 p.m.

Get your tickets now

The 9th Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance is around the
corner and tickets will be on sale at Cedar Springs Public
Schools district office (Hilltop) from 8am-4pm MondayFriday, and at Cedar Springs Middle School from 6-9 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The event will be held on Saturday, February 2, at the Cedar Springs Middle School.
Doors open at 6:15 p.m. and the dance begins at 7 p.m.
During the event there will be snacks and drinks, door prizes awarded, a craft project for each girl to create and take
home, and a 5x7 photo will be taken of each father and
daughter. These are included in the ticket price. In addition, there are special make your own stuffed animals by
Tina’s Animal Workshop for sale. These animals will have
special Daddy-Daughter Dance apparel available as well.
Cost for a couple is $15, for a group of three is $18, and
a group of four or more $20. This year all tickets must be
prepurchased, meaning no sales at the door of the dance.
So get your tickets early before they run out. They are only
selling to 200 families and they are already going quickly.
Only 80 left!

is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Hometown Happenings articles are a community
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular
demand for placement in this section, we can no
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10,
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

Feb. 4: Drop-in-chess at the library! All skill levels welcome.
An adult is usually on hand to help you with your game or
match you with a worthy opponent. Monday, February 4 at
6:30 pm. Sand Lake/ Nelson Township KDL, 88 Eighth St.,
Sand Lake. #4

Arts & Entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Chess Anyone?
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8th Annual Rockford Youth Night
The Rockford Public Safety Department has announced
that the 8th Annual Rockford Youth Night will be Friday,
February 8 from 8 to 11 p.m., at MVP Sports Clubs. The
public safety department is inviting kids in grades six
through eight to have a great time in a drug-free, alcoholfree and tobacco-free environment, enjoying hours of sports
activities or just hanging out. Activities include dodge ball,
football, basketball, volleyball and open swim.
The Rockford Department of Public Safety will be joined
by deputies from the Kent County Sheriff Department and
Michigan State Police troopers. The officers from all three
departments look forward to interacting with the kids in
positive environment every year. “Youth Night is a blast.
We always have as much fun as the kids,” said Rockford
Officer Aaron Sawyer.
Youth Night is one of several community outreach events

that the Rockford Department of Public Safety organizes
every year. There is also National Night Out, Rockford Area
Kids Triathlon, and Shop with a Cop. These programs are
designed to provide a positive interaction between youngsters and the officers.
The cost of the event is $6.00 and includes pizza. Participants who pre-register will receive a t-shirt. Registration
forms should be mailed into or dropped off at the Rockford Department of Public Safety. Registration forms can
be picked up in person in the front offices of East Rockford
Middle and North Rockford Middle School, MVP Sports
Club– Rockford, at the Rockford Department of Public
Safety and can be downloaded from the City of Rockford’s
website. If you have any questions about registering for the
event contact the Rockford Department of Public Safety at
(616) 866-9557.

Crossword THEME: AMERICAN LITERATURE
ACROSS
1. Sweeney Todd’s
weapon
6. *Recluse from “To
Kill a Mockingbird”
9. Dumbfounded
13. *”Fear of Flying”
author Jong
14. Unit of electrical
resistance
15. Groom, to a bird
16. Brightest star in
Cygnus
17. Anonymous John
18. Shadow
19. Covered with scabs
21. *F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
mysterious millionaire
23. Nada
24. Circle overhead?
25. Douglas ___
28. Lowest brass
30. Catch in a net
35. Bad day for Caesar
37. Grey, of tea fame
39. Spanish saint
40. Church section
41. *Poe’s talking bird
43. Bucolic poem
44. Chirp, as in bird
46. *”Twilight” series,
e.g.
47. “The farmer in the
____”
48. Bonnie and Clyde’s doing
50. Mythical bird, pl.
52. Without professional help,
acr.
53. Sound of impact
55. Tint
57. *T. Williams’ fading 		
Southern belle
60. *J.D. Salinger’s young 		
cynic
63. Pilaff or plov
64. ET carrier
66. Unbroken
68. Dadaist Max _____
69. Rip off
70. Savory taste sensation
71. Kind of moss
72. Affirmative English rock 		
band
73. Torn down
DOWN
1. *Like Stephen Crane’s 		

57. ____ Straits
58. Arm bone
59. Cat-headed Egyptian 		
goddess
60. Gremlins
61. Timeline divisions
62. What one goes by
63. ___ rally
65. *Wicked Witch of the
West to Dorothy Gale
67. Jack-in-the-box part
Answers - on page 13

Answers - on page 15

6KDULQJ+RPHWRZQ5HFLSHV&RRNLQJ7LSVDQG&RXSRQV
%\-DQHW7KDUSH

+HDUW\%HHI6DQGZLFK6FRUHV%LJDW0HDOWLPH
³:RZ7KLV
UHDOO\KLWWKH
VSRW´

Badge of Courage
Mars, to the Greeks
Brass component
Home to largest mammal
*John Updike’s “______,
Run”
6. *Stephen King novella 		
“The ____,” adapted into 		
“Stand by Me” film
7. Exclamation of surprise
8. The end
9. They’re missing from 		
Venus de Milo
10. He played Sergeant Joe 		
Friday
11. Suggestive of supernatural
12. Piece of evidence
15. Capers or charades
20. Gloomier
22. Brewpub offering
24. *John Updike’s alma 		
2.
3.
4.
5.

mater
25. *Harper Lee’s Atticus 		
_____
26. Gem State
27. Live it up
29. Bleats
31. *Occupation featured in 		
“The Help”
32. Terminated
33. They’re found at checkout
34. *Truman Capote’s party 		
girl
36. Garden starter
38. Toy block
42. Jack Black’s “_____ 		
Libre”
45. Blow out the candle, e.g.
49. Sigma ___ Epsilon
51. S
54. Shylock’s practice
56. Swelling

$

$OOLVRQ+D]HOO
0LGORWKLDQ9$
SRS

OOLVRQ+D]HOOVFRUHGDWRXFKGRZQLQWKHNLWFKHQ
,QVWHDGRIUHKHDWLQJOHIWRYHUVIRUGLQQHUWKHKRPH
FRRNVSXQDKHDUW\DQG¿OOLQJQHZPHDO
$IWHUPL[LQJSXOOHGEHHIZLWKSHSSHUVRQLRQVDQGVSLFHV
VKHWRVVHGLWZLWKDIDYRULWHEDUEHFXHVDXFHSODFHGLWDWRSD
WRDVWHGVOLFHRIEUHDGDQGVPRWKHUHGLWZLWKFKHHVH9RLOD$
ZLQQLQJFRPELQDWLRQZDVERUQ
6HHVWHSE\VWHSSKRWRVRI$OOLVRQ¶VUHFLSHSOXVWKRXVDQGV
PRUHIURPKRPHFRRNVHYHU\ZKHUHDW
ZZZMXVWDSLQFKFRPRSHQIDFH
<RX¶OODOVR¿QGDPHDOSODQQHUFRXSRQVDQGFKDQFHVWR
ZLQ(QMR\DQGUHPHPEHUXVH³MXVWDSLQFK´

-Janet

2SHQ)DFH%%4%HHI
%ULVNHW6DQGZLFK
:KDW<RX1HHG

OEEHHIEULVNHWRUH\H
URXQG
FDQORZVRGLXPEHHI
EURWK
FDQZDWHU
SDFNDJHGU\,WDOLDQ
VDODGGUHVVLQJVHDVRQLQJ
PHGRQLRQFKRSSHG
JUHHQSHSSHUFKRSSHG
WEVSGULHGFLODQWUR
WVSGULHGRUHJDQR
WEVSIDYRULWH%%4
VDXFHVXFKDV)DPRXV
'DYH·V6ZHHWDQG6SLF\
VOLFHVU\HEUHDG
VOLFHV6ZLVVRUVKDUS
ZKLWHFKHGGHUFKHHVH
IUHVKFLODQWURRUSDUVOH\

'LUHFWLRQV

3ODFHEHHILQ&URFN3RW
ZLWKEURWKZDWHUDQG
,WDOLDQVHDVRQLQJ&RRN
IRUKRXUVRQORZ
5HVHUYHKDOIRIEHHI
DQGHQRXJKOLTXLGWKDW
UHPDLQLQJEHHILVWRWDOO\
GUHQFKHGEXWQRWVRXS\
IRUDQRWKHUXVHVXFK
DVFKLPLFKDQJDÀOOLQJ
WDFRVVKUHGGHGEHHI
QDFKRVHWF
7R&URFN3RWDGG
FKRSSHGRQLRQSHSSHU
FLODQWURDQGRUHJDQR
7XUQ&URFN3RWWRKLJK

DQGFRRNIRU
PLQV

7DNHPL[WXUHRXWRI
FURFNSRWDQGSODFHLQ
ERZO$GG%%4VDXFH
DQGVWLUWRFRPELQH
3ODFHKHDSVRIPHDW
PL[WXUHRQWROLJKWO\
WRDVWHGEUHDGVOLFHV

7RSZLWKFKHHVH%URLO
XQWLOFKHHVHPHOWV
DQGLVEXEEO\EURZQ
*DUQLVKZLWKFLODQWUR

6XEPLWWHGE\$OOLVRQ+D]HOO0LGORWKLDQ9$ SRS

ZZZMXVWDSLQFKFRPRSHQIDFH
%URXJKWWR\RXE\$PHULFDQ+RPHWRZQ0HGLD
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New year... new You!
Auto Care Tips • Health & Fitness • and more

Taking the scare out of bad-weather driving
(NAPS)—When the weather outside is frightful, a
little advance preparation will take the scare out.

• Check to see that exterior and interior lights work
and headlights are properly aimed.
• Be diligent about changing the oil at recommended intervals as dirty oil can spell trouble. Consider
changing to “winter weight” oil. Check the fuel,
air and transmission filters at the same time.
• Keep the gas tank at least half full at all times to
decrease the chances of moisture forming in the
gas lines and possibly freezing.
• Check the tire pressure of the spare in the trunk.
• Stock an emergency kit with an ice scraper and
snow brush, jumper cables, flashlight, flares,
blanket, extra clothes, candles, matches, bottled
water, dry food snacks and needed medication.
That’s the advice from the experts at the Car Care
Council, the source of information for the “Be Car
Care Aware” consumer education campaign promoting the benefits of regular vehicle care, maintenance
and repair to consumers.

What to do

A few preventive vehicle maintenance steps can
help keep you from being stranded in severe weather:
• Check the battery and charging system for optimum performance. Cold weather is hard on
batteries.
• Clean, flush and put new antifreeze in the cooling system. As a general rule of thumb, this
should be done every two years.
• Make sure heaters, defrosters and wipers work
properly. Consider winter wiper blades and use
cold-weather washer fluid. Typically, wiper
blades should be replaced every six months.
• If you’re due for a tune-up, have it done soon. An investment of an hour or so to have your vehicle checked will pay off and
Cold weather magnifies existing problems such help make sure your driving experience is less frightful and more delightful.
as pings, hard starts, sluggish performance and
• Check the brakes. The braking system is the vehicle’s Free Guide
rough idling.
most important safety component.
• Check the tire tread depth and tire pressure. If you’ll
For a free copy of the council’s “Car Care Guide” or for
•
Inspect the exhaust system for carbon monoxide leaks, more information, visit www.carcare.org.
be driving in snow and ice, consider special tires dewhich can be especially dangerous if you’ll be driving
signed to grip slick roads. During cold weather, check
with the windows closed.
tire pressure weekly.

Winter driving and tire tips

Tire pressure plays a critical role in the overall performance of tires. Air pressure should be checked when the tires are cool—not hot from driving.

See us FIRST
for ALL your
CAR CARE
needs!
HOURS:
M-F 7:30-6
Sat. 8-4 | Sun. 8-Noon

616.696.1060

70 North Main
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

GET YOUR TIRES

(NAPS)—Conditions such as snow-covered
roads and black ice can make winter driving
unpredictable. The good news is that preparing early for winter weather and anticipating
and avoiding dangerous circumstances can help
drivers maintain control and stay safe on the
road.
To help, here are some tips from the experts at
Cooper Tire & Rubber Company.
• Drive cautiously: For starters, double the
anticipated stopping distance when braking anytime conditions are not dry. It will
take longer to come to a stop in snowy or
icy conditions.
• Do not assume a four-wheel-drive vehicle
will stop faster than a two-wheel-drive ve-

hicle—four-wheel drive offers no braking advantage.
• Always reduce speed during winter conditions.
• When purchasing winter tires, replace all four tires.
Due to the different grip capabilities of summer, allseason and winter tires, the driver will not get all the
handling and traction benefits if all tires are not replaced.
• Examine tread: The only part of a vehicle to touch the
road is the tires, and tire tread is a vital part of handling, cornering, accelerating and braking.
• For winter weather driving, a general rule is the more
tread depth, the better. A tire’s minimum tread depth
should be more than 2⁄32 of an inch deep all around
the tire. Drivers can check tread depth by using a U.S.
penny. Insert the edge of the coin into the tread with
Driving - continues on page 15

Drivers could be stuck in an emergency
if they only have junk in their trunk

Only one in 10 drivers keep emergency supplies in their vehicle
Finding yourself stranded
in your car due to treacherous conditions like snow,
ice, poor visibility and slick
roads only to discover you
have junk in the trunk, rather than the necessary roadside emergency supplies,
can place you and your
family in jeopardy.
According to a new survey by State Farm® and
KRC Research, more than
60 percent of drivers had
some sort of “junk” (nonemergency supplies) in
their trunk ranging from
extra clothes and shoes to
used food or drink containers. While 99 percent

of drivers had at least one
emergency supply in their
vehicle, such as spare tire or
jumper cables, a mere nine
percent carried all the essential emergency roadside
supplies, including:
• Jumper cables
• Spare tire
• Hazard triangle/road flares
• Flashlight
• First aid kit
• Water
• Blanket
“Even on a relatively short
trip, you can find yourself
stranded for several hours.
From icy waters splashing
up on Lake Shore Drive in
Chicago to fog covering the

Golden Gate Bridge in San
Francisco, it’s important
to be prepared,” said Robert Medved, safety expert,
State Farm. “These new

findings highlight the importance of having the right
emergency equipment so
people can safely get back
trunk - continues on page 15

Ready for Winter Better late than never when it
J.I.S. TIRE SERVICE

FARM & HIGHWAY TIRE SERVICE

Open 6 Days: Monday - Friday 8-6 | Saturday 8-1

comes to winterizing your car
The last thing any driver
needs is a vehicle that breaks
down in cold, harsh winter
weather. It’s not too late to have
your vehicle checked, saving
you from the cost and hassle of
unexpected emergency repairs
when severe weather strikes.
Battery - Keep the battery
connections clean, tight and

corrosion-free. Batteries don’t
always give warning signs before they fail completely so it’s
wise to replace batteries that
are more than three years old.
Antifreeze - Antifreeze
(coolant) should be flushed
and refilled at least every two
years in most vehicles. As a
reminder, do not add 100 per-

cent antifreeze as full-strength
antifreeze actually has a lower
freeze point than when mixed
with water.
Brakes - Have the brakes
checked. The braking system
is the vehicle’s most important
safety item and is key while
driving on icy or snow-covered
roads.

Tires - Check the tire tread
depth and tire pressure. If snow
and ice are a problem in your
area, consider special tires designed to grip slick roads. During winter, tire pressure should
be checked weekly as tires will
lose pressure when temperatures drop.
Better - continues on page 9
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Keeping your family healthy
during flu season
(NAPS)—There’s good
news for those at risk of
catching the flu. There are
simple steps you can take
to help to keep yourself and
your family healthier.
Flu season has arrived
and experts are reporting
a more active assault than
last year from the potentially deadly illness. The flu
is responsible for approximately 200,000 hospitalizations and 25,000 deaths in
the U.S. each year, yet only
46 percent of Americans get
flu shots.
Dr. Alfred Damus, medical advisor for PrescribeWellness “A Million More”
Flu Shot Initiative, recommends six important tips to
keep yourself and your family safe and healthy this flu
season:
•
Get a flu shot. This
simple and effective yearly
practice dramatically decreases your chances of getting the flu.
•
Cover mouth and
nose when you cough and
sneeze. Teaching young
children to cover their
mouths and noses with

Guidelines to
safely shovel snow

Here’s a tip—Getting a flu shot is a simple and effective yearly practice that dramatically decreases your chances of getting the flu.

their elbows instead of their
hands can help prevent
spreading cold or flu.
•
Wash your hands
frequently while traveling,
carrying moist towelettes
or hand sanitizer. The easiest way to catch the flu is
by touching your eyes, nose
or mouth after coming into
contact with the virus.
•
Disinfect your kitchen and bathroom sinks,
trash cans, doorknobs and
bathtub and shower faucets
regularly. These are some of
the germiest places in your
house.
•
Stay hydrated. Carry
a water bottle and try to

avoid caffeine when possible.
•
Stay rested and avoid
stress. Get at least eight
hours of sleep each night
and avoid stressful situations that can lower your
immune system.
Working with pharmacies across the country, “A
Million More” is a national
population health initiative
aimed at improving awareness and education in the
areas of preventive health.
Each quarter “A Million
More” focuses on core personal practice areas such as
immunizations, heart health,
and other screenings to pre-

vent the onset of disease.
For example, its campaign in the fall of 2012
helped pharmacists educate
and motivate their patients
to get a flu shot.
The initiative is also giving away a chance to win a
million dollars, KHS Bicycles and other prizes to flu
shot recipients who check
in at participating pharmacies around the country.
For more information on
the “A Million More” Flu
Shot Initiative or to find a
pharmacy near you, visit
www.amillionmore.com.

Five wintertime traps that hurt your heart
(NewsUSA) - The winter
season may be full of heartand-soul-warming celebrations, but cold weather can
also pose some unknown
risks to your heart.
The rate of deaths and
hospitalizations for heart
disease and stroke tend to
increase dramatically during the winter. A recent
study in “Circulation: Journal of the American Heart
Association”
discovered
that in some cases, the number of heart-related deaths
increased by more than 50
percent. It looks like winter is hard on the heart, for
reasons both obvious and
obscure.
Take a look at five wintertime traps outlined by Life
Line Screening, a provider

of preventive health screenings:
1. Shorter, colder days.
Darker days can upset the
balance of heart-related
hormones, increase levels
of stress hormones like cortisol and lower the threshold
for a cardiovascular event.
Cold weather can reduce
blood flow to the heart by
tightening your arteries. If
you must go outside, it helps
to warm up indoors with
some stretches first and, of
course, dress warmly.
2. Disrupted routines.
From chores to eating and
sleeping, many routines are
thrown off by winter. For
instance, doing something
strenuous like shoveling
snow in the morning, a time
when you’re usually inac-

Better
...continued from page 8

Oil - Be diligent about changing the oil and filter at recommended intervals. Dirty oil can spell trouble in winter. Consider
changing to low-viscosity oil in winter, as it will flow more easily
between moving parts when cold.
Wiper Blades - Cold weather can affect the life of windshield
wipers. Wiper blades that are cracked or torn, or that chatter, streak
and don’t properly clean your windshield, should be changed.
Check the windshield washer reservoir in case it needs fluid.
Be sure to keep your vehicle’s gas tank at least half full as that
decreases the chances of moisture forming in the gas lines and
possibly freezing. If you’re due for a tune-up, consider having
it done as winter weather magnifies existing problems such as
pings, hard starts, sluggish performance or rough idling. To help
you drive smart and save money, visit www.carcare.org and check
out the free digital Car Care Guide.

tive, can raise your blood
pressure and increase the
risk of a cardiovascular
event. In any case, go slow
and don’t overexert yourself.
3. Flu season. As we all
know, winter is flu season. The flu usually causes
inflammation, which can
make arterial plaque less
stable and trigger a heart
attack. The best way to prevent the flu is to get a flu
shot, especially if you’re
older than 65 and have risk
factors for heart disease.
4. Stress on top of stress.
The holidays tend to usher
in stress as well as merriment and cheer, especially
with family obligations and
financial responsibilities.
Levels of pre-existing anxi-

Free blood
pressure
checks
If you’d like to get your
blood pressure checked,
Metron of Cedar Springs
will be providing free
blood pressure checks
on Monday, February
4, 2013, from 1-3 p.m.,
at Rite Aid, on 17 Mile
Road in Cedar Springs.

With Michigan’s snow shoveling season upon us, the
Michigan Primary Care Consortium is offering guidelines
to avoid personal injury or a serious health care consequence.
Of special concerns are individuals facing chronic back
challenges, heart disease, high blood pressure and cholesterol, as well as being a tobacco user.
Snow shoveling is no different than any other physical
activity. For your personal safety, consult with your physician to determine if snow shoveling is safe for you.
If there is a personal or physician concern, hire an individual to help you with shoveling.
Start slowly, work at a steady pace and take frequent
breaks. Shoveling for extended periods of time will comprise your safety and health.
If you experience any pain or unusual symptoms, immediately stop and seek appropriate assistance.
Select the right shovel. A curved handle is recommended.
A plastic blade tends to be lighter than a metal blade. And, a
smaller blade picking up less snow is less stressful on your
back and other body areas.
The American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons recommend lifting snow in a squat position with legs apart, knees
bent, and back straight. Lift at your legs. Do not bend at the
waist. When tossing the snow, this position should be in the
direction you are throwing. Never throw snow over your
shoulder. A snow packed shovel blade can weigh as much
as 25 pounds.
Stay hydrated as you work outdoors. Best to avoid alcohol, caffeinated beverages, and energy drinks.
Wear layered clothing that you can remove as you warm
up. Be certain to wear insulated warm gloves or mittens,
socks, and boots.
Warm up your muscles before journeying out to remove
snow. Cold and tight muscles are more likely to sprain or
strain. Consider a minor pre-stretching process.
Let a family member, neighbor, or friend know you will
be outside shoveling snow.

ety and depression—both of
which are associated with
heart attacks and strokes—
can peak for some people
during the holidays.
5. Too much cheer. Winter festivities often lead to
overindulging on drinks
and rich food. Most people tend to eat more, drink
more, smoke more, sleep
less and gain weight. Plus,
you’re probably not sticking to a work-out routine, if
you have one. Try to avoid
excess amounts of nicotine
and caffeine, since those especially stress the heart.
To check your heart
health, schedule a health
screening at www.lifelinescreening.com.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care
announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

For details, call 863-7049.
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The Michigan Department of Natural Resources reminds
everyone the annual Winter Free Fishing Weekend is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 16-17. That weekend,
everyone—residents and non-residents alike—can fish
without a license, though all other fishing regulations still
apply.  
Michigan has celebrated the Winter Free Fishing Weekend every year since 1994 as a way to promote awareness
of the state’s vast aquatic resources and many fishing opportunities. With more than 3,000 miles of Great Lakes
shoreline, 36,000 miles of rivers and 11,000 inland lakes,
Michigan and fishing are a perfect match.  
“Fishing is one of Michigan’s most popular outdoor
activities in the winter, and for good reason,” said DNR
Director Keith Creagh. “It’s a fun, inexpensive activity
anyone of just about any age can pursue—on your own or
along with family and friends. We encourage people to
get outdoors this February and experience the thrill of the
catch, for free!”  
Organized Free Fishing Weekend activities are being
scheduled in communities across the state. These activities
are coordinated by a variety of organizations including constituent groups, schools, local and state parks, businesses
and others. A full list of events can be found online at www.
michigan.gov/freefishing.  Also available online are tools
to assist in planning and promoting local events.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
A grand saga in the headwaters of nature’s water flow
begins where streams first gather water in rivulets. Springs
seep from Ody Brook’s stream bank (here in Cedar Springs)
creating channels full of aquatic life year around. Upstream,
the creek will sometimes extend a mile in meanders like
wild strands of hair with split ends. By August no water is
found in rivulets upstream except immediately following a
heavy rain.
It is my joy and privilege to live where perennial flow
starts and holds a wonderland of life. The flow slows to
a trickle in the year’s driest weeks but I have stood chest
deep in water after 12 inches of rain gathered on the floodplain one fall nearly 25 years ago. Water flooded portions
of streets, homes and some businesses in town that year
but in spring brings good flow that annually allows trout to
migrate in cold water upstream to Ody Brook.
Water will normally rise and fall a foot or two in headwaters, but downstream, runoff from surrounding land regularly creates wide fluctuations in flow. Homes along the Grand
River become threatened and inundated when water leaves
our small community’s landscape and from neighboring
communities to jointly create floodwaters. Water races from
impervious roofs, driveways and through drain tiles buried
in farm fields in braided streams rapidly increasing flow in
rivers. People that live downstream and buy farm crop produce area farms. They also unexpectedly receive increased
floodwater from farm fields lined with drain tiles and from
added impervious roof, drives, and parking lots.
Birds nesting on the ground or low in streamside shrubs
do not foresee coming floodwaters and often lose their
homes and offspring. Mice and other mammals nesting
streamside lose choice real estate and their families when it
becomes necessary to swim for high ground. Increasingly
people are forced to higher ground along the downstream
rivers when more land in upstream communities is covered
with impervious surfaces, filled, or drained. Communities
sometimes recognize the impact of development and work
to reduce negative impacts for downstream neighbors.

20%
OFF
ANY Pizza

“Unconditional Love”
Dog & Cat Grooming

• Haircuts
“Serving
• Specialty Shampoos
Clients from
• Nail Trim & Nail Grinding Grand Ra
pids
• Teethbrushing
to Big Rapids
”
• Shedless Treatment
• Pick Up/Drop Off Available

Pet Sitting Available!!

After 8 years of loyalty and dedication, grooming in
Stephanie
Cedar Springs, I was let go. Now I’m full time at my
salon... Please contact me at (616) 799-0792 Inskeep-Johnson
email: inskeep.stephanie@gmail.com - 7 DAYS A WEEK

Expires 2/28/2013

Headwaters Saga

A few years ago the township recognized the value of
breaking drainage tiles in abandoned farmlands east of
town that were originally wetlands. When drain tiles were
installed, native wetlands disappeared along with ducks,
geese, kingfishers and other water-loving animals. With
that drainage, nature’s flood control was reduced. The recent breaking of drain tiles allowed water to return to former wetlands and was quickly homesteaded by descendents
of long dead relatives that had made the wetland home decades earlier. Bird watchers, duck hunters, and the many
who revel in the sound of wings, quacks, honks, and frog
songs find headwater restoration good. It helps prevent wild
water fluctuations downstream and saves the lives of birds,
mammals, insects, many plants, and reduces the flood hazard for people living downstream.
Some prefer foregoing flood protection for downstream
wildlife or human inhabitants in preference for creating
drier fields to grow produce to feed an ever-growing human
population. More than 50 percent of Michigan’s wetlands
have been drained to meet human wants so the battle of
land stewardship continues regarding protection or elimination of wetlands.
Many prefer to share space and time with wild creatures
and to protect human and wildlife homes from human
caused flooding. In headwaters where I live, wood ducks,
green herons, green frogs, and even trout thrive. The trout
are limited to spring high water and move downstream during drier summer conditions. The upland and stream floodplain are now full of wild life that rejuvenates my spirit. I
write wild life instead of wildlife because wild creatures
now live here that could not when a previous owner cared
for the land. Back then most of the upland was mowed and
the vegetation on the floodplain was cleared to stream’s
edge. Today, mowed areas have been reduced so wild plants
reclaimed the landscape allowing life that is wild to return
to native Nature Niches found here decades ago.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the odybrook@chartermi.net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs,
MI 49319-8433.
Or call 616-696-1753.

THE ORIGINAL STEIN BROTHERS PIZZA

10

$
Hours: Tues.-Sat. 4pm-10pm
Sun. 4pm-9pm | Mon. CLOSED

99 Large
1 Topping
Pizza

Expires 2/28/2013

By Ranger Steve Mueller

THE ORIGINAL STEIN BROTHERS PIZZA

Gourmet World Class Pizza
by

696-4455
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victory.
The winning streak ended
in round four as Cedar lost
to Farwell 43-30 and tournament champion Montabella 48-30.
Head Coach Nick Emery, a former Cedar Springs
wrestler and a 2001 graduate, was pleased with the effort. Despite voiding three
weight classes, and having
a starting lineup including four freshmen and four
sophomores, they still improved their team record to

11-14.
Sophomore Teddy Edwards pinned his way
through the tourney with 5
consecutive wins by fall to
improve his record to 16-8.
Oehme also continued his
winning ways with five
wins by fall to improve to
15-2. Junior Baron Lenardson recorded four pins out
of five wins to go to 18-6
for the year. Robbie Peckham and Brett Bouwens
also notched three wins
each for the Hawks.

Ice safety tips to
live by
From the Montcalm County Neighborhood Watch

With fluctuating temperatures this season, ice on area
lakes has not had an opportunity to freeze to a safe thickness. A few precautions and safe habits may prevent a tragedy.

Observe the ice

Look for cracks, breaks, weak spots, depressions, or
abnormal surfaces. Avoid going out on the ice, if you see
flowing water near or at the edges of the ice or ice that appears to have thawed and refrozen. Ice covered by snow
should always be presumed unsafe.

Know what the color means

Color alone should not be solely relied upon. Light gray
to dark black means ice is melting. White to opaque ice
means that water-saturated snow has frozen on top of ice,
forming another thin ice layer, which generally means the
ice is weak. Blue to clear indicates the ice is at its highest
density and very strong. Clear ice is the strongest.

Test the thickness

Four inches of ice will generally hold an average-sized
person on foot. Snowmobiles and ORVs need at least eight
inches of solid, consistent ice. When testing ice take at least
one other person with you. Also wear a flotation device and
use ropes that others can pull on if something goes wrong.

Outdoors

is online at
www.cedarspringspost.com
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

616-887-8661

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
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No fishing license Wrestlers pummel West Catholic
Finish third at Lakeview tourney
required Feb. 16-17  
In their first home dual
of the season, the Cedar
Springs wrestling team
made short work of visiting West Catholic, defeating the Falcons by a 66-6
margin. The first match
of the evening proved to
be the most entertaining.
Cody Oehme had to go
overtime for a takedown
at 130 lbs to pull out
a well earned 6-4 win.
The Hawks lost only one
match the rest of the way,
cruising to the win.
Saturday the team
headed north to neighboring Lakeview where
they won their first three
duals. In round one the Sophmore Alex Jacobs in actionl.
Hawks defeated Clare
46-28, then defeated an out match at heavy weight, Cemanned Morley-Stanwood dar held a slim four-point
60-6. The third match with advantage. Teddy Edwards
host Lakeview was a close came through with a second
one. Going into the final period pin to seal a 44-34
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Student Name
Armstrong, Austin
Beck, Alicia
Bishop, Emmalee
Botruff, Kaylynn
Bricker, Brianna
Colburn, Lydia
Cooper, Daniel
Davies, Tyler
Davison, Joshua
Fahling, Adam
George, Dani
George, Jonathan H
Hickox, Evan
Holmberg, Timothy
Hoops, Jonathan
Hubbard, Esther
Hubbard, Hannah
Huizinga, Clare
Huizinga, Maria
Keech, Kaleigh
Knott, Stephen
Kyser, Jordan
Larsen, Kaitlin
Marek, Caitlin
Mead, Justin
Munger, Erin
Ogden, Logan
Patchett, Sage
Price, Grace
Scheidel, Kaylynn
Schultz, Jesse
Slagter, Chelsea
Smith, Michaela
Temple, Rachelle
Tow, Kathryn
VanEnk, Annalise
VanEnk, Grace
Whitney, Cecelia
Winters, Derek
Wortz, Jeremiah
Wortz, Olivia
Yarrington, Dylan

Grade
12
11
11
10
10
11
12
12
09
12
11
10
09
12
10
12
10
09
12
09
11
09
10
12
11
11
10
12
10
11
09
11
11
10
11
09
12
11
10
12
10
10
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Student Name
Armstrong, Dawson
August, Danielle
Beardsley, Grace
Beck, Brandon
Bouma, Jarod
Caldwell, Anna
Calkins, Brianne
Davison, Matthew
Fulkerson, Lily
Grabinski, William
Heydenburg, Emily
Hickox, Annalise
Hofstra, James
Howard, Austin
Ingersoll, Dawson
Jenkins, Derek
Kangas, Kaelen
Knott, Ryan
Konrad, Allen
Konrad, Arabelle
Korody, Michael
Lehman, Ethan
MacCrossen, Hannah
Miner, Leslie
Price, Nicholas
Rogers, William
Salmon, Dennis
Shelagowski, Autumn
Starr, Marjorie
Watson, Autumn
Wortz, Charles

Grade
07
06
07
08
08
07
06
06
06
07
08
08
07
07
06
08
06
08
06
08
07
08
07
07
07
07
08
08
06
07
06

Term GPA Report

Grades: 09 10 11 12 Effective Date: 12/20/2012
Fields: Name, Grade Terms: 1
Sort By Name MinGPA: 3 MaxGPA: 5
Total Students: 42

Term GPA
Term 1
4.08
4.00
3.61
3.50
3.14
3.92
3.00
4.00
3.95
3.25
4.13
4.08
3.76
3.60
3.86
3.00
4.08
3.62
3.43
3.86
3.38
3.33
3.89
3.81
3.80
3.64
3.33
3.10
4.00
3.33
3.24
3.67
3.75
3.70
4.13
4.00
3.13
3.42
3.67
3.50
3.36
4.08

Term GPA Report

Grades: 06 07 08 Effective Date: 12/20/2012
Fields: Name, Grade Terms: 1
Sort By Name MinGPA: 3 MaxGPA: 5
Total Students: 31

Term GPA
Term 1
4.00
4.00
3.67
3.89
3.44
3.67
3.67
3.83
3.83
3.50
3.33
3.89
4.00
4.00
3.75
3.11
4.00
3.22
3.50
4.00
3.84
4.00
3.00
4.00
3.67
3.00
3.22
3.89
3.25
3.50
3.84

CTA CALENDAR
January 29 Basketball @ Waypoint Academy – 		
		
5:30 (Girls); 7 (Boys)
31 Box Top Store
		
February 1
Senior Class Meeting – Auditorium –
9:45 am
4
Josten’s Rep – Class Rings for Grades
		
9-12
5
Basketball @ Wellspring – 4:30 (Girls);
		
6:00 (Boys)
8
Basketball @ Waypoint Academy – 		
		
5:30 (Girls); 7 (Boys) 15			
		
Basketball @ Grand River Prep – 5:00
		
(Girls); 7 (Boys)
18-19 Mid-Winter Break – No School for 		
		
Students and Staff
23 Sweetheart Swirl for Grades 8-12 – 		
		
Rockford Community Cabin – 7-11 pm

Creative Technologies
Academy
350 Pine Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-4905

Open Enrollment Period
for the 2013-14 School Year
Parent Corner
PARENT PORTAL – Parents, if you would like online
access to your student’s grades, attendance, behavior,
schedule, progress reports and report cards, please email
Robbie Coxon at rcoxon@ctachargers.org to request an
activation code.
FLU SEASON: We would like to remind you to keep your
children home if they are ill — especially if they have a
fever. The Health Department is reporting higher than
normal cases of the flu for this time of the year. If your
child has any of the following symptoms: fever, cough, sore
throat, headache, muscle/body aches, diarrhea -PLEASE
KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME.
• If your child has any of these symptoms before going
to bed, plan to keep your child home
• If your child wakes up with these symptoms but begs
to go to school, keep your child home.
• Finally, your child must be free of any of these
symptoms for 24 hours before returning to school.
Sick kids at school spread germs to healthy kids and staff
— and the exposure continues to increase. The influenza
virus is very serious. And remember, it is not too late to
get flu shots. For more information about the flu vaccine
and prevention tips, go to the health department website
stickittotheflu.com.
• Hand Washing: Washing hands with soap and water is
the best way to reduce the number of germs on them.
If soap and water are not available, use an alcoholbased hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can quickly reduce the
number of germs on hands in some situations, but
sanitizers do not eliminate all types of germs.
• Hand sanitizers are not as effective when hands are
visibly dirty.
• How do you use hand sanitizers?
• Apply the product to the palm of one hand.
• Rub your hands together.
• Rub the product over all surfaces of your hands and
fingers until your hands are dry.
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Tips to help taxpayers with January 30 opening
From the IRS

The IRS will begin processing most individual
income tax returns on Jan.
30 after updating forms and
completing programming
and testing of its processing
systems. The IRS anticipated many of the tax law
changes made by Congress
under the American Taxpayer Relief Act (ATRA),
but the final law requires
some changes before the

IRS can begin accepting tax
returns.
The IRS will not process
paper or electronic tax returns before the Jan. 30
opening date, so there is no
advantage to filing on paper
before then. Using e-file is
the best way to file an accurate tax return, and using efile with direct deposit is the
fastest way to get a refund.
Many major software providers are accepting tax returns in advance of the Jan.

30 processing date. These
software providers will
hold onto the returns and
then electronically submit
them after the IRS systems
open. If you use commercial software, check with
your provider for specific
instructions about when
they will accept your return.
Software companies and tax
professionals send returns
to the IRS, but the timing
of the refunds is determined
by IRS processing, which

TAX REFUND SALE
10% to 50% OFF
W
LAY AWAY NO ith
& Pay Later w

Tax Refund

Gift
Certiﬁcates
Delivery
Available
Layaway
Available

Our Everyday Low Price
On Selected Items
Throughout the Store!

starts Jan. 30.
After the IRS starts processing returns, it expects
to process refunds within
the usual timeframes. Last
year, the IRS issued more
than nine out of 10 refunds
to taxpayers in less than
21 days, and it expects the
same results in 2013. Even
though the IRS issues most
refunds in less than 21 days,
some tax returns will require additional review and
take longer. To help protect

Furniture & Appliance

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

We are a Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting Inc.

Marilyn McBride ..............46 years exp.
Robin Curtiss ..................34 years exp.

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEPENDING ON DATE FILED

Walk-ins welcome

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6, Fri. 9-7

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

616-696-1599

Northtown Greenville

(616) 754-6101

tax return and approves the
refund.
“Where’s My Refund?”
will be available for use
after the IRS starts processing tax returns on Jan. 30.
Here are some tips for using
“Where’s My Refund?” after it’s available on Jan. 30:
Initial information will
generally be available within 24 hours after the IRS receives the taxpayer’s e-filed
return or four weeks after
opening - continues on page 15

McBride Accounting, Inc.

Larry’s

NORTHTOWN

against refund fraud, the
IRS has put in place stronger security filters this filing
season.
After taxpayers file a return, they can track the status of the refund with the
“Where’s My Refund?”
tool available on the IRS.
gov website. New this year,
instead of an estimated
date, Where’s My Refund?
will give people an actual
personalized refund date
after the IRS processes the

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm • Evenings By Appt.
Sat. 9am-4pm • Sunday by appt.
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crossword Answers

A “raise” for people
receiving Social Security
and SSI
By: Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

As we ring in a new year, we can expect to see a number
of changes. Social Security is no exception: in 2013, people
who receive Social Security or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments will see their benefits increase.
Beginning in 2013, all Social Security and SSI payments
receive a 1.7 percent cost-of-living increase. The average
monthly Social Security benefit for a retired worker in
2013 is $1,261 (up from $1,240 in 2012) and the average
monthly Social Security benefit for a disabled worker in
2013 is $1,132 (up from $1,113 in 2012). These changes
are reflected in SSI payments dated December 31, 2012 and
Social Security payments
dated in January 2013.
For people who receive
SSI, the maximum federal payment amount has
risen to $710 (up from
$698).
Other Social Security changes in 2013 are
worth noting. For example, a worker pays
Social Security tax on up
to $113,700 of annual income (up from $110,100
in 2012). A worker earns
one credit after paying
taxes on $1,160 in earnings in 2013 (up from
$1,130). As always, a
worker may earn a maximum of four credits each
year and a person gener-

ally needs forty credits (or ten years of work) to be eligible
for retirement benefits.
To learn more about these and other changes for 2013,
visit the Social Security website at www.socialsecurity.gov,
and read the fact sheet about the changes at www.socialsecurity.gov/pressoffice/factsheets/colafacts2013.htm.
Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for West
Michigan. You can write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via
email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

Summary of Nelson Township
Board Meeting
2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, January 8, 2013
7:00 P.M.
Present: Hoffman, Austin, Mahoney
Absent: Noreen, Armstrong
Action taken
1. Approve Resolution 013-001 Arbor Circle
funds for North County Teen Parenting
Services
2. Approve Quality Air proposal 121112-18
Sand Lake Nelson Township Library
3. Approve Nelson Township Post-Audit
Selected Township Bill Policy 2013-001
4. 2013-2014 Budget Workshop meeting
scheduled for Thursday, February 7 & 21,
2013
5. The board approved the Fireworks, Kennel
and Outdoor wood furnace projects to the
Planning Commission for review.
Discussed
1. Personnel & Employee policy manual
2. Community Development Block Grant
projects for 2013-2014
Complete copies of the minutes are available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours
Monday – Thursday 9am to 3pm.
Dated: January 24, 2012

Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

at your
service. . .
small ads
make ¢ents
Call 616-696-3655

FLORIST
FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist

Legal NOTICES

Expires 2/15/13

Page 13

TOWNSHIP
OF NELSON

COUNTY OF KENT,
MICHIGAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
TOWNSHIP OF NELSON
COUNTY OF KENT
PUBLIC HEARING
Township of Nelson, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake,
MI 49343, County of Kent will hold a public hearing
to consider potential projects for which funding
may be applied under the CDBG Small Cities
Program for Program Year 2013-2014.

“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.
COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS

$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & !'" &!
$9:30am-1pm
&!
Sat.



  "616.696.3900

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

CEDAR
H E AT I N G &

COOLING INC.

EXPERIENCE NOT GUESSWORK

616-696-2599

Brynadette
Powell

Realtor
Notary Public

Cell: 616-835-2624

Low Cost Rentals Available

Brynadette@grar.com

696-1830

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Auto Glass Installation

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your complete
technology
store!
Computer
repair fast!
71 n main, downtown cedar springs .

696-7000

Suggestions for potential projects will be solicited,
both verbally and in writing, from all interested
parties. The expected amount of CDBG funds for
this program year will be discussed along with the
range of projects eligible under this program and
a review of previously funded projects.

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair

The hearing will begin at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday,
February 12, 2013 and will be held at 2 Maple
Street, Sand Lake, MI 49343. Further information
can be obtained by contacting Nelson Township
Supervisor at 616-636-5332.

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act, individuals needing special accommodations
(in auxiliary communicative aids and services)
during these hearings should notify the Nelson
Township Clerk at 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, MI
49343 at least seven days prior to the hearing to
be attended.
Dated: January 24, 2013

Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

WE INSTALL

•Clutches
•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Cedar Springs
Public Library
43 W. Cherry Street • Cedar Springs

696-1910

Mon, Tues, Fri: 12 noon - 6 pm
Wed: 10 am - 7 pm • Sat: 10 am - 1 pm
Closed Thursday and Sunday

CLASSIFIEDS

The Cedar Springs Post
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36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Child Care
Learn Play & Grow Day
Care has openings. Let
your child Learn Play &
Grow with us. 616-6963754 #3-6p

Homes
for RENT
Three bedroom, 1 bath home
in the country. Cedar Springs
Schools, $650 a month plus
deposit & utilities. No pets. 616318-4303. #4,5p

FREE RENT
TIL MARCH 1, 2013

398

$

for Rent

Meadowcreek Apartments
1 and 2 bedrooms available, appliances furnished,
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak
St. Cedar Springs. Call
616-249-1682. www.meadowcreekapts.us. #tfnb
Located in Victorian home at
110 N Park St, Cedar Springs-Nice first floor one-bedroom
apartment for rent—suitable
for one person. Coin operated
laundry on site. --$650.00 per
month includes heat, electric
and trash removal. Application,
references and deposit required.
Non-smoking premises and no
pets. 616-696-9393. #3-6p
In Victorian Home --Studio
apartment (one person) upstairs
at 64 E Maple St, Cedar Springs.
Coin operated laundry on site.
$500.00/month includes heat,
electric, and trash removal.
No pets no smoking. 616-6969393. #3-6p
Cedar Springs, lower one
bedroom
apartment.
$425
per month, $425 deposit plus
utilities. Water/ sewer, trash and
snow removal included. Phone:
616-696-2505 or 616-260-3663.
#4p

Homes
for Sale

MOVES
YOU IN!

SUN HOMES AT

518 Hickory Lane
Howard City

CEDARFIELD COMMUNITY

CALL TODAY!

HOME OF THE WEEK

OR
Apply online at:
www.4villagetrails.com

1,568 sq. ft., 3 bedroom, 2 bath
See photos on our website:

(888) 207-2349
Expires 01/31/2013

13744 Buttercup

cedarﬁeldcommunity.com

$60,000

Call Marilyn at 696-1100

The Cedar Springs Post
t MJLFT
tUBMLJOHBCPVUUIJT
tXFSFIFSF

Help us reach
2,500 Likes!

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

Like us on
facebook

Critter

for Rent

Corner

Garage: 1 stall with unfinished
upper floor for storage. Separate
electric. $75 month. Call 616291-0530. #4p

Lost: Male beagle, tri color.
Lost on Jan. 21 in the area of
Muskegon & Grant in Cedar
Springs. Call 616-375-6470. #4

Lost and
found

Lost: Male, long haired, tiger
cat, tan, gray and black. Lost on
Dec. 23 in the area of Wiersma
and Simmons. Call 616-6961828. #1

Found: Fishing pole found at
Big Whitefish Lake on Sunday,
January 6. Call to identify. 616690-1917. #2
Found: Large set of keys found
at Ensley Township parking lot
in November. Call to identify,
231-937-5091. #1

Home

improvement

PETS of
the Week
Meet Miller! He is a
1 year old Lab mix who
is very happy go-lucky
and has lots of energy.
He is a terrific dog who
needs a little extra love
and attention but really
enjoys going on walks
and playing outside! If
you are looking for a
fantastic dog to join
your family, come and
meet Miller at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Found: Male, neutered Beagle,
black body & brown head.
Very friendly. Found Jan. 5th on
Pierson Rd. Call 616-255-4834.
#4
Found: Large female dog in
the 200 block of Ash St., Cedar
Springs. Tan, short haired. Has
been around for several weeks.
616-263-9506. #3

Meet
Peter,
an 8 month
old white New
Zeeland Satin
rabbit! He is
a very social
bunny
who
enjoys
being
pet and running around in an x-pen! If you are
looking for a great rabbit to complete your family,
come and meet Peter at Humane Society of West
Michigan!

LOST/FOUND
ANIMAL ADS
ARE FREE

Gitchel Construction, specializing
in home repair and remodeling.
Jeremiah
Gitchel,
licensed
builder 616-263-7467. #52-7p

Call 616-696-3655

Service

Narrow
Your
Search

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Patsy’s Hair Place, Sand Lake,
MI. 616-636-4500, next to
Wesco. Introducing Carla. Top 3
in National Make Over Contest,
specializing in Perms, Color and
all the Modern Styles. Come
say hello. #4p

use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

small ads
make ¢ents

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DeadlineIS
is5:00
5:00 pm
DEADLINE
PMmonday
FRIDAY

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

Apartments

– 696-3655 –

For more information on the Humane Society of
West Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at
3077 Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile
Road during adoption hours or visit
www.hswestmi.org.
New 2012 adoption hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed,
Tuesday - Friday: 2 pm - 7 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

CLASSIFIEDS are online
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)

(2)

(3)
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$12.20

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

(25)

25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. Place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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Rescue
...continued from front page

calm and probably had been trapped a good portion of
the day. Linda’s neighbor, Tonya Walkons (using welding
gloves) and her son Dylan, put a thick blanket over the
owl and all three went to work cutting and untangling the
ropes.  After the delicate task of freeing the wings, the bird
was free and sat still for another two to three minutes. The
group of rescuers was unsure if it was injured and had a
rescue center lined up if it couldn’t fly. Shortly, it flew off,
proving the event was a success.
Steve Ross, naturalist from Mecosta County, told Keigley a day later, “I’ve handled those guys a lot in the past
and have had the talon go right through a thick leather
glove. And they don’t let go.

Opening
...continued from page 12

mailing a paper return.
The system updates every 24 hours, usually overnight.
There’s no need to check more than once a day.
“Where’s My Refund?” provides the most accurate and
complete information that the IRS has about the refund, so
there is no need to call the IRS unless the web tool says to
do so.
To use the “Where’s My Refund?” tool, taxpayers need to
have a copy of their tax return for reference. Taxpayers will
need their social security number, filing status and the exact
dollar amount of the refund they are expecting.
For the latest information about the Jan. 30 tax season
opening, tax law changes and tax refunds, visit IRS.gov.
Sudoku Answers

The Cedar Springs Post

Driving
...continued from page 8

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Lincoln going in headfirst. If the top of his head is visible at any location on the tire, the tire is worn out and
it’s time to replace it.
While examining the tread, also look for signs of
uneven wear or damage such as cuts, cracks, splits,
punctures and bulges. These conditions shorten the
life of tires and, if not corrected, further tire damage,
tire failure or air loss may occur.
Find tires made for the season. For example, Cooper
Tire has been a proven winter tire brand for decades,
providing high-performing and extensive product lines
that cover more than 90 percent of vehicles, such as
the Weather-Master S/T2, the Weather-Master WSC
and the Discoverer M+S. All Cooper winter tires include a patented snow groove technology that retains
snow in the tread grooves, capitalizing on the higher
traction of “snow on snow” versus “snow on rubber.”
Test air pressure: Tire pressure plays a critical role in
the overall performance of tires. Underinflation creates excessive stress on the tire, while overinflation
can cause uneven wear in addition to handling and
braking issues.
Tire pressure decreases by about one pound per square
inch for every 10-degree drop in outside air temperature, so it is vital that drivers check the air pressure
regularly as winter weather approaches.
Drivers should follow the guidelines found in the vehicle owner’s manual or tire placard (or sticker) attached to the vehicle door edge to determine the correct air pressure for their vehicle’s tires. A common
myth is that the tire pressure listed on the sidewall is
the optimal pressure, while in reality it is the maximum pressure.
Air pressure should be checked when the tires are
cool, meaning they are not hot from driving even a
mile.
Should any of these checks reveal the need for required maintenance—or when in doubt about the condition of their tires—drivers should take vehicles to a
tire dealer for a professional inspection.
For more information on proper tire maintenance,
visit www.coopertire.com.

Trunk

Page 15

...continued from page 8

on the road faster.”
Medved also recommends drivers check at least twice
a year to ensure the equipment is in working order. This
means spare tires are properly inflated, first-aid supplies
are current, all other supplies are fully stocked, and the cell
phone charger is compatible with either a power outlet or
an USB port in your car. Communication capability can be
the number one lifeline in some roadside emergency cases.
How your junk stacks up:
New survey findings also revealed that sedan drivers (63
percent) are less likely to carry emergency supplies compared to SUV and truck owners (75 percent and 73 percent
respectively). Also, only two in five drivers said they check
that the emergency supplies in their vehicle are working
at least twice a year, in line with what State Farm recommends.
State Farm encourages responsible driving every day of
the year, and especially during cold weather months when
inclement weather is more common. If you are stranded on
the road, follow these tips:
• Pull off the highway (if possible), turn on your hazard
lights and use a road flare or reflectors to signal attention.
• If you have a cell phone, call 911 and describe your
location as precisely as possible. Follow any instructions
from the dispatcher.
• Remain in your vehicle so help can find you.
• Run your vehicle’s engine and heater about 10 minutes
each hour to keep warm.
• Open a downwind window slightly for ventilation and
clear snow from the exhaust pipe to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.
• Don’t waste your vehicle’s battery power. Balance electrical energy needs—lights, heat and radio—with supply.
• At night, turn on an inside light when you run the engine
so help can see you.
• Keep emergency supplies like road flares, a flashlight,
blanket, windshield scraper, jumper cables, spare tire and a
first aid kit in your vehicle or trunk at all times.
• Keep your fuel tank at least 1/2 full at all times during
bad weather.

Check us out

online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
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