
Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company was the place to 
be Monday evening, as the 
community came out to 
show its support for broth-
ers Brison and Preston 
Ricker, who are both bat-
tling cancer, and their par-
ents, Brian and Kim.

CS Brewing donated 10 
percent of sales proceeds 
and had a donation box set 

up for extra donations for 
the family. With sales and 
donations combined, they 
raised $3,300 for the Ricker 
family’s medical fund.

“The place was packed 
and everyone was very pa-
tient as our crew worked 
their tails off to serve as 
many people as possible,” 
said owner David Ringler, 

In October 2016, Cedar Springs 
Rotarian Kim Burge-Stout submit-
ted a $7,000 matching grant to Rota-
ry District 6290 in support of North 
Kent Community Services (NKCS) 
in Rockford. The Rotary Clubs of 
Cedar Springs and Rockford each 
donated $3,500 towards the grant. In 
December, the Cedar Springs Club 
was notified that the grant had been 
approved and NKCS would receive a 
total of $14,000. 

On January 11, the Rotary Clubs of 
Cedar Springs and Rockford present-
ed NKCS Executive Director Claire 
Guisfredi a check for $14,000. Pre-
senting the check on behalf of the two 
clubs were Rockford President Jason 
Parker, (a former Cedar Springs Rotari-
an), Kim Stout, and Cedar Springs’ Presi-
dent Tom Noreen. 

Claire updated the Club on how past 
grants have been applied toward some of 
the Center’s programs. She talked about 
the difference the Thrive Empowerment 
Program for Women was making in the 
lives of mothers in the area. Women who 
were at their wits end have found hope 

and success after attending the six-month 
program held in the annex of the Cedar 
Springs Public Schools’ Hilltop Admin-
istration Building. Facilitated by NKCS 
Program Director Chérie Elahl, the stu-
dents learn life skills, goal setting, and 
mindfulness skills, while holding each 
other accountable for the goals they have 
set for themselves.

Guisfredi went on to explain how the 
current grant money would be used. About 
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A five-car crash in Oakfield Township 
Sunday evening reportedly sent one person 
to the hospital.

The crash occurred around 8:40 p.m. 
Sunday evening, on 14 Mile Road, near 
Podunk. The Oakfield Fire Department told 
WOODTV that the initial report was that 
one of the drivers crossed the centerline.

One person was extricated from a vehicle 
and sent to the hospital. The road was closed 
in both directions while crews cleaned up. It 
reopened around 10:30 p.m.

No other information was available at 
press time.

One injured in five-car crash

Photo from WOODTV.com

Photo from WOODTV.com

North Kent Community Services receives 
Rotary Grant

Rotary grant presentation to North Kent Service Center with Ja-
son Parker, Kim Burge-Stout, Claire Guisfredi,  and Tom Noreen.

Greenville man 
dies in crash $6,000 would be used for 

technology upgrades to 
the Center’s hardware and 
network. The remaining 
$8,000, along with funds 
from the Sparta Commu-
nity Foundation and other 
organizations, would be 
used to fund a Community 
Needs Assessment.

NKCS is implement-
ing a three-year strategic 
plan and has a bid out to 
select a group to conduct 
the assessment to deter-
mine whether NKCS is 
meeting the community’s 
needs with its current pro-
gramming. It will look at 
clients, current programs, 

the community at large, and sever-
al other factors to determine what 
NKCS could be doing better to ful-
fill its mission “….improving the 
lives of all people in northern Kent 
County by providing access to basic 
needs and promoting economic in-
dependence.”

The local portion of the Rotary 

A Greenville area man died Tuesday when his vehicle 
hit a tree in Ada Township.

According to the Kent County Sheriff Department, 
they responded to the scene of the crash on Honey 
Creek Avenue, north of Knapp St., on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, at 4:53 p.m. They found that a 59-year-old man 
driving a black Volvo northbound on Honey Creek lost 
control of the vehicle and crashed into a tree. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene from injuries sustained 
in the crash.

The driver was identified as Patrick Wayne Cardenas, 
59, of Eureka Township.

Cannon Township fire and rescue assisted at the 
scene.

Community 
raises funds for 
Ricker family
By Judy Reed

The Ricker family, L to R: Preston, Brian, Brison, and Kim Ricker.



Volunteers and members of 
Solon Township’s Park Plan-
ning Committee are continu-
ing work on plans to develop 
a community park on 19 acres 
on the west side of Algoma 
Avenue where the Township 
Hall is located. They have 
named it Velzy Park, to com-
memorate what the area was 
first called.

The park, when all five 
phases are completed, will 
feature walking trails, re-
strooms, picnic facilities, a 
playground, designated sports 
fields, a farmer’s market pa-
vilion, and a native prairie 
restoration area. The North 

Country National Scenic 
Trail plans to connect to the 
walking trail and make Velzy 
Park a rest stop for hikers. 
Their trail will also join with 
the White Pine Trail in Cedar 
Springs.

The committee used grant 
funds and a professional de-
sign company to develop 
a Park Master Plan, 5-year 
Rec Plan, and Park Concept 
drawings.  Although an appli-
cation for the DNR Michigan 
Trust Fund to help with con-
struction of the walking path 
and restroom facility was not 
approved, the committee re-
mains hopeful other grant ap-

plications will be looked upon 
more favorably. Volunteer 
hours and matching funds are 
an important part of success-
ful grant applications so com-
mitment from the community 
remains a very strong asset in 
constructing the park.

Over $42,000 has already 
been raised toward the project 
through donations from indi-
viduals, area businesses, and 
a series of fundraisers.   

Memorial benches and 
landscape rocks, which will 
be engraved and spaced 
around the walking path, will 
be available for order soon.  

The next opportunity for 

the community to show their 
support is the 2nd Annual 
Valentine Spaghetti Dinner 
planned for Feb. 11, 2017, at 
6 p.m. and featuring a dessert 
auction, 50/50 raffle, and song 
requests for pianist Courtney 
King. Updates for 2017 con-
struction plans will be shared 
with the community at the 
event. The committee looks 
forward to receiving input on 
the proposed plans.

All gifts are tax deductible.  
Checks can be sent to Solon 
Township/Velzy Park Project. 
For additional information, 
visit www.solontwp.org.
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Been in an accident?

Greenville Location: 
(616) 754-0307
Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location: 
(616) 696-1830
Collision Only Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Fixing Cars. 
Helping people.

We’ll Take It From Here

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Chemical tests of ancient 
pottery jars reveal that beer 
was produced as far back 
as about 7,000 years ago 

in what is today Iran.

Winter fun!

Jocelyn White, 16 months, recently built a snowman and 
snow fort with her grandpa, Matt Redner, at his home, in 
Sand Lake. It looks like they had some fun together! Joc-
elyn is the daughter of Mike White and Autumn Wood, of 
Howard City.

If you have winter photos you’d like us to consider for 
publication, email them to news@cedarspringspost.com 
with “winter fun” in the subject line. We publish them as 
space allows, and do not guarantee publication.

It might be hard to believe, 
but at this time last year, gas 
stations in Houghton Lake 
waged a price war that had 
gas prices fall well below 
$1 a gallon. Gas in Cedar 
Springs was $1.67 at that 
time. 

We are seeing higher 
prices than that this year. 
Over the past week, aver-
age retail gasoline prices 
in Grand Rapids fell 10.1 
cents per gallon, averaging 
$2.37/g Monday, according 
to GasBuddy’s daily survey 
of 246 gas outlets in Grand 
Rapids. This compares with 
the national average that has 
fallen 2.5 cents per gallon 
in the last week to $2.34/g, 
according to gasoline price 
website GasBuddy.com. As 
of Wednesday, this week, 
gas prices in Cedar Springs 
were $2.38/g.

Including the change in 
gas prices in Grand Rapids 
during the past week, prices 
Monday were 60.7 cents per 
gallon higher than the same 
day one year ago and are 
13.0 cents per gallon higher 
than a month ago. The na-
tional average has increased 
10.3 cents per gallon during 
the last month and stands 
43.0 cents per gallon higher 
than this day one year ago.  

According to GasBud-
dy historical data, gasoline 

Solon working on community park

The Post travels to 
St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital

The Post recently traveled with Jim, Kelsey, Tyler, Chris 
and Trevor Ruark to St. Jude Children’s research hospital, in 
Memphis Tennessee. Kelsey (who is holding the Post news-
paper in the photo) is a patient there. “We traveled there 
for her 10-year (last) check up,” explained Kelsey’s mom, 
Chris. “She was diagnosed with leukemia AML in 2006 and 
received a bone marrow transplant on Dec. 1, 2006, from 
her younger brother Tyler. Kelsey has gone back for year-
ly visits for 10 years. We were celebrating 10 years cancer 
free!”

Thanks so much for letting us celebrate with you! We are 
happy that Kelsey is cancer-free!

Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and 
snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

Left to right: Jim, Kelsey, Tyler, Chris and Trevor Ruark at St. Jude 
Children’s research hospital in Memphis Tennessee.

Gas prices fell in GR area
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MSP Troopers recognized for outstanding 
patrol and investigative efforts

Troopers that win the Mapes award have the first opportunity to drive 
the new special edition black and gold patrol cars, painted to resem-
ble the MSP’s iconic 1937 Ford Model 74 patrol car.

The Michigan State Police 
(MSP) is pleased to announce 
that several troopers from 
the Rockford, Lakeview, and 
Mount Pleasant MSP Posts 
are recipients of the Cpl. Sam-
uel A. Mapes Criminal Patrol 
and Investigation Award. They 
were recognized at a ceremo-
ny in Lansing on Jan. 11, 2017. 

Corporal Mapes, an early 
pioneer in criminal patrol and 
investigation, was killed in the 
line of duty during the prohi-
bition era. The annual award 
honors the top five percent of 
troopers in each district for 
looking “past the traffic stop” 
to excel in proactive criminal 
patrol and criminal investiga-
tions closed by felony arrests.

The 2017 Col. Sam Mapes 
Award recipients are:

Lakeview Post:

Trooper Cory Zimmer-
man, with five years at 
Lakeview.

Mount Pleasant Post: 
(no photos available)

Trooper Dillard Hayes, at 
Mount Pleasant 1-1/2 years

Trooper Michael Zeilinger, 
at Mount Pleasant six years

Trooper Brent Haag, at 
Mount Pleasant two years

Trooper Ben Stadler, with 
five years at Lakeview

Trooper Jim Yeager, with 
23 years at Lakeview

Rockford Post: (no pho-
tos available)

Tpr. Chris Boven
Tpr. Jordan Lohman
Tpr. James Luttrull
Tpr. Adam Keasler
Each award recipient 

receives a special service 
ribbon to wear on their uni-
form. It includes seven blue 
stars in honor of Corporal 
Mapes, who was the sev-
enth MSP trooper to die in 
the line of duty.

In addition, top award 
recipients have the first 
opportunity to drive spe-
cial edition black and gold 
patrol cars, which were re-
cently added to the MSP 

patrol fleet in honor of the 
department’s 100th Anniver-
sary. Fifty fully equipped 
2016 Dodge Chargers are 
painted to resemble MSP’s 
iconic 1937 Ford Model 74 
patrol car.

For more information 
about the MSP’s 100th An-
niversary, visit www.mich-
igan.gov/MSP or follow the 
conversation on social me-
dia using #MSP100.

MSP seeks information in hit-and-run crash 
The Michigan State Police 

Rockford Post is seeking in-
formation regarding a suspect 
vehicle in a hit-and-run crash 

that occurred at approx-
imately 6 p.m. on 
Jan. 12, 2017. 

According to police, two pe-
destrians were struck and injured by a vehicle on Giles 
Road near the intersection of Peterson Road in Laketon 
Township, Muskegon County. The vehicle, which fled east 

Seasonal weight and speed restric-
tions due to warmer weather

The Kent County Road 
Commission (KCRC), Bar-
ry County Road Commis-
sion, Ionia County Road 
Commission, City of Kent-
wood, and the City of Walk-
er are enacting seasonal 
weight limit and speed re-
strictions due to the warmer 
weather we’ve experienced.

The intent of the restric-
tions is to protect the integ-
rity of the road when frost 

is coming out of the ground. 
Normal legal loads must be 
reduced by approximately 
35 percent and truck ve-
hicle speeds reduced to 35 
mph.

“We will be enforcing the 
restrictions based on this 
week’s forecast of rising 
temperatures and rainfall 
along with tests indicat-
ing frost depth of up to 36 
inches. The enforcement of 

restrictions will help us pro-
tect the integrity of our non 
all-season roads as the frost 
comes out of the ground,” 
said Jerry Byrne, KCRC’s 
Deputy Director of Opera-
tions for KCRC.

Byrne said that the im-
posed restrictions could be 
suspended as conditions 
warrant.

Those with truck-related 
questions may contact the 

Michigan Center for Truck 
Safety at 1-800-MTA- 
4MTA (1-800-682-4682).

The KCRC Seasonal 
Weight and Speed Restric-
tion Hotline: 616-336-2019

More information regard-
ing KCRC’s Weight Re-
striction & Bonding Policy 
is availablewww.kentcoun-
tyroads.net.

36 E. Maple / P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010

on Giles Road from the scene, was described as a red pick-
up truck, possibly a Chevrolet, with the tailgate either down 
or missing. The crash caused the vehicle’s passenger side 
mirror to break off and it was left at the scene. 

Anyone with information regarding the whereabouts of 
this vehicle or the identity of its occupants is asked to call 
the Rockford Post at 616-866-4411. 

Tips may also be submitted to Silent Observer at www.si-
lentobservermuskegon.com by texting MKGTIP to 274637 
or by calling 231-72-CRIME. 

 

prices on January 16 in Grand Rapids have ranged widely 
over the last five years: $1.77/g in 2016, $1.96/g in 2015, 
$3.32/g in 2014, $3.17/g in 2013 and $3.59/g in 2012. Ar-
eas near Grand Rapids and their current gas price climate: 
Kalamazoo- $2.30/g, down 13.9 cents per gallon from last 
week’s $2.44/g. Lansing- $2.39/g, down 8.0 cents per gallon 
from last week’s $2.47/g. South Bend- $2.16/g, down 11.9 
cents per gallon from last week’s $2.28/g.  

“For the first time since November, the national average 
price for gasoline has fallen over the last week, helped by 
weak demand and rising gasoline inventories,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, senior petroleum analyst for GasBuddy. “This 

downward trend is evident in over two-thirds of states but 
may take additional time to materialize in others, yet is a fa-
miliar pattern for late winter as refiners build inventories prior 
to the late-February start of refinery maintenance season and 
thanks to the year’s weakest demand occurring over the next 
four weeks. However, motorists shouldn’t expect the trend to 
last long. After the sweetness of Valentine’s Day roses and 
chocolates is gone, they will be in store for a jump at the 
pump as maintenance season begins and the long transition 
to summer gasoline becomes a pinch point, leading to gas 
prices that will mostly trend higher for two to three months.”  

For live fuel price averages, visit http://FuelInsights.Gas-
Buddy.com. You can also see live gasoline prices at the Post 
website, www.cedarspringspost.com, and click on Current 
Gas Prices at the top. It will give you current prices in Cedar 
Springs, Rockford, and Sparta.
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Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Church
Directory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am    Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth   *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm  *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Steve Lindeman 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Steve Lindeman
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Interim Pastor: Bill Johnson

Pastor Dick Nichols
CeDar Creek 

CommuNity ChurCh
2969 14 mile roaD, SParta

If you are reading this brief message, you 
have survived through the year 2016, in-
cluding the Christmas-Advent season, and 
now we all have begun the journey called 
calendar year 2017 with whatever it holds. 
In my mind, this is no small accomplish-
ment, and as Christians, we look forward to 
what God has for us in this new year—new 
learning, new discoveries, new relation-

ships and more. 
The Advent season, the coming of Jesus 

Christ, God incarnate into the world we live 
in, is celebrated in many different kinds of 
ways; one being that we become concerned 
about choosing just the right gifts to give to 
some of the special people in our lives. The 
full meaning of this practice can sometimes 
get lost in the activities of the season.

We must continually remind ourselves to 
be thankful for the first gift-giver, as Paul 
points out to us, “Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift” (2nd Corinthians 
9:15, King James translation). Have you 
ever received a gift that was beyond de-
scription? Just what kind of gift would 
it have to be to be called indescribable? 
Would it be a gift you open and say, “this 
is beautiful, something I’ve wanted all my 
life, what is it?” Or how about a gift given 
to you by someone special, carrying a lot of 
feelings and emotions with it?  

The apostle Peter helps us better under-
stand the importance of yielding our lives 
here to follow the path taught by Jesus 
Christ, “Whom having not seen, ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see him not, believ-
ing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory” (1st Peter 1:8 KJV). We are 
all in this year of uncertain times together, 
and may we all personally find this “un-
speakable joy in the Lord.”   

Our Lord Jesus Christ is describable 
and yet he is beyond human description. 

“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift.” In these eight words, scripture cap-
tures our attention, to a word that cannot be 
expressed in mere words. When we search 
the scripture diligently, we find thousands 
of words describing characteristics of Je-
sus Christ, but the truth is that the more we 
learn of and about Jesus, we discover that 
the full knowledge, depth, width and height 
of Jesus nature, character, eternal existence, 
etc., always leaves us with more to learn.  

When we believe on Jesus as scripture 
directs us, we quickly learn that this inde-
scribable gift God has given, is God him-
self; that Jesus is man, Jesus is Savior, Je-
sus is the good news, and that even if God 
somehow would give us life for hundreds 
of years on this planet, we will still have an 
eternity to continue learning just how un-
speakable this gift is.    

This Jesus will bring us to God through 
the sacrifice of himself, and secure for us 
forgiveness of all our sins; for all eternity. 
Christmas is past, but it is not too late to 
open the gift.  

DoNalD J. reeD
Donald J. Reed age 79 of Morley went to be with his Lord 
and Savior on Saturday, January 14, 2017 at Spectrum 
Health-Big Rapids Campus. He was born in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan on June 24, 1937 to Clarence and Beatrice 
(Robinson) Reed. Don worked for General Motors on 
Alpine for 31 years. Don’s passion was being an evangelist 
who loved to tell you about Jesus. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 19 years, Della Mae; children, Donald 
(Diane) Reed, Jr., Timothy Reed, Jack (Kathy) Briggs, Mike 
(Matilda) Briggs, Timothy (Rhonda) Briggs, James (Dianne) 
Reed Briggs, Ken (Kim) Addis, Kerry (Deb) Stout, Scott 
(Brenda) Osbun, and Robert (Sandie) Farmer; numerous 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, son, Matthew Reed; 
and his siblings. The family greeted friends Tuesday from 
6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. The service was held Wednesday 11:00 a.m. at 
Cedar Creek Community Church, 2969 14 Mile Road NE, 
Sparta with viewing beginning at 10:00 a.m. Pastors Richard 
Nichols and Steve Finn officiating. Interment Algoma 
Township Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made 
to the church.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home

a Gift too woNDerful for worDS; 
haNDle with awe

From the Pulpit
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The secret of contentment
is the realization that life

is a gift not a right.

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

I Timothy 6:6,7

From God’s Little instruction Book- Honor Books

Library
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Rotary
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Alice Powell would like to thank all the 
friends and family that came to her 90th 
Birthday Party at the Gun Tavern on Friday 
the 13th. Thank you!
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DeBra BoDeN
Debra Boden age 60 of Howard City passed 
away January 14, 2017 at Spectrum Health 
Butterworth Campus.  She was born August 
4, 1956 in Grand Rapids the daughter of 
Clifford and Barbara (Wood) BeVier.  During 
her working years she owned and operated 
Pizza Time in Howard City for 12 years with 
her husband William.  She enjoyed quilting, 
gambling, and she loved her dog Dexter.  
In 1991 she married William Boden who 
survives. Also surviving are her children 
David Boden, Robin Boden, Heather Boden 
all of Grand Rapids; three grandchildren, 
Talan Boden, Kole Kopka, Kaleb Kopka; 
four brothers, Larry Ellis of Cedar Springs, 
Dutch Ellis of Grattan, Dennis BeVier of 
Cedar Springs, Dave BeVier of Caledonia, 
two sisters, Cindy Wiggins of Howard City, 
Mildred BeVier of Caledonia and many 
nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents and a brother, Robert.  
Funeral services took place on Wednesday 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Heckman Funeral 
home with Pastor Teri Cummins officiating 
with burial in the Reynolds cemetery.  The 
family greeted friends on Tuesday from 2-4 
p.m. And 6-8 p.m. and prior to services on 
Wednesday.

Arrangements by Heckman Funeral Home

  

JohN “tom” thomaS 
VaNwaGoNer

Tom left this life to be with his wife Mary, 
brother Vernon, sister in law Barb, Mom 
and Dad on January 12, 2017.  Tom spent 
his life enjoying outdoor activities with his 
family and friends. Tom will be missed by 
his children Gail & Joe VandenBerg and 
Jim & Teresa VanWagoner. He will also be 
missed by his step children Lynette & Doug 
Smith, Karl Steinebach, Teri & Brent Jones, 
Kim & John Hooper and Tim Steinebach;  
his grandchildren Matt, Gabrielle, Rena, DJ, 
Emme, Kalli, Evan, Zane, Deklyn, Adam, 
Cody, Brandon, Denver, Dale and Cory 
will especially miss his smiling face and 
unending love. Tom’s sisters and brothers-
in-law Marie & Jim Jorgensen and Vera & 
Clinton Sanders will miss the enjoyable 
games of cards, meals together and regular 
chats. Over the years Tom’s nieces and 
nephews Sue, Don, Peggy, Vickie, Tim, 
Barb and Nick have been a great source 
of enjoyment.  Croquet and golf won’t be 
the same without their uncle. The family 
celebrated Tom’s life from 6 p.m. To 8 
p.m. on Monday, January 16, 2017 at the 
Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe 
Street in Rockford. A memorial service was 
held at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
at Pederson Funeral Home.  
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home   

Sue a. wilSoN
Sue A. Wilson, 81 of Cedar Springs, died 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 at Samaritas 
Senior Living, Grand Rapids. Mrs. Wilson 
was born September 11, 1935 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan the daughter of Edward 
and Irma (Hale) Cummings. She drove bus 
for Cedar Springs Public Schools for 11 
years. Surviving are two sons, Edward and 
Robert; three grandchildren, Daniel, Sara 
and Jennifer; a cousin, Paul Cummings. 
Visitation will be held Friday, January 
20th  from 12 noon until time of committal 
service at 1:00 pm at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Darryl Miller officiating. Interment 
Fairplains Cemetery, Grand Rapids.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home
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June 20, 1928 – January 5, 2013
Remembering you Dad,
I’m a couple weeks late on your memorial 
this year, but it doesn’t mean I miss you less. 
Life gets busy and you know how bad I am 
at deadlines!
I still think of you every day. I want to say 
“thank you” for all you had done for me my 
whole life. I’ll never forget.
The Post is still here. And people still read it! 
They also love texting and tweeting and 
everybody’s on FaceBook all the time.
The city is building a big, brand new library. 
Mom is doing well, and oh guess who’s 
president!

Love you forever,
Your daughter, Lois

grant comes from funds raised by the Cedar 
Springs and Rockford Clubs. For the Cedar 
Springs Club, funds raised at the annual golf 
outing and Red Flannel Day chicken dinner 
were used. The matching portion is money 
returned to the district from contributions 
to the Rotary Foundation by Rotarians and 
others world-wide. The Rotary Founda-
tion, which has a four of four-star rating by 
Charity Navigator, returns one-half of the 
funds raised within a Rotary District back 
to the District after three years. The District 
then can use these funds for local and inter-
national projects. Every Rotarian is encour-
aged to give $100 to the Rotary Foundation 
each year. 

Cedar Springs Brewing Company was packed Monday evening as people flooded in to support the Ricker 
family in a fundraiser. Photo from CS Brewing Facebook page.

in a Facebook post. “Thank you to our 
wonderful community for your generous 
support!”

Kim was also thankful. “We feel incred-
ibly blessed to live in such an amazing 
community with so many caring and kind 
people,” she said. “We are grateful to Ce-
dar Springs Brewing Company for holding 
the event, all the employees who worked 
so hard, and everyone who showed up to 
support our family and make it such a suc-
cessful night!”

Brison was diagnosed a year ago with an 
inoperable brain tumor – DIPG. Conven-
tional treatment did not work, and doctors 
here had nothing left they could do. The 
Rickers then sought alternative treatment 
at the Burzynski Clinic in Texas. His treat-
ments cost $17,000 per week, but the tumor 
has shrunk, and the medication is working. 
“Brison is continuing to push hard with 
physical therapy and getting stronger and 
more mobile everyday,” remarked Kim.

Then, as the Post reported back at the 
end of December, Brison’s brother, Pres-
ton, was diagnosed with thyroid cancer. He 
recently had surgery to remove his thyroid 
and several lymph nodes on each side of 
his neck. “Preston is doing well and will 
do radioactive iodine in three weeks or so,” 
said Kim.

It’s been a big blow to a family that has 
already had to endure more than their share 

of trials. But their faith in God and sup-
port of the community is what carries them 
through. (Also see the WM Pursuit story on 
page 10 to see how the wrestling communi-
ty has recently raised funds for the Ricker 
family.)

If you would like to help this family, 
you can donate through their gofundme 
page at https://www.gofundme.com/rick-
erstrong and follow the Team Rickerstrong 
page on Facebook for fundraising updates. 
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If you watched Donald 
Trump’s recent press confer-
ence, you may have overlooked 
a telling and worrisome mo-
ment. A CNN reporter tried to 
ask the president-elect about 
the extent of his ties to Russian 

officials. “No! Not you. No! Your organization is terrible,” 
responded Mr. Trump, and moved on to the next question. 
The fact that a politician would seek to sidestep an un-
comfortable question isn’t unusual. What should 
cause concern is what happened next: Nothing. The 
press corps moved on, without protesting or taking up 
CNN’s line of questioning and pushing for an answer. 
Why do I find this disquieting? Because journalists play a 
crucial role in our representative democracy’s health. Citizens 
cannot act responsibly if they’re kept in the dark about public 
affairs. And it’s the media’s role to make sure that does not 
happen.

Its performance in recent years, however, has not been reas-
suring. Before the election, how much were you reading or see-

ing about the depth and 
intensity of the frustra-
tions in large swaths 
of the country that 
enabled Mr. Trump’s 
victory? Sure, there’s 
plenty of news cover-
age of politics. But it’s just that—coverage of politics, polls, 
personalities, and campaigns, and much less on the substance 
of policy issues or what’s at stake for the country as they’re 
debated.

At the same time, politicians have become adept at manip-
ulating the media. President Obama, Hillary Clinton and Mr. 
Trump have held very few open news conferences. We are losing 
important ways and means of holding politicians accountable. 
Nor are citizens helping. In the modern media universe, they 
seek the media that confirms their views and get along with 
only the information they want to believe.

This is worrisome. But even worse would be a press that 
doesn’t push on regardless. I want to see media coverage of 
public affairs that’s dogged, skeptical and aggressive, that in-

vestigates actions of 
government and pol-
iticians, that checks 
facts, calls candidates 
and office-holders 
to account, and flags 
misstatements, half-

truths, and outright lies. I want the media to be very tough on pol-
iticians and candidates and not let them get away with the eva-
sions and manipulations they find increasingly easy to practice. 
Democracy works only with accountability and is strengthened 
by strict accountability of elected and appointed officials to the 
people of the country. Without citizens insisting on it and the 
media demanding it, our system of representative government 
is in peril.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of Global and International Studies; and a 
Professor of Practice, IU School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local 
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accu-
racy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST 
be accompanied by full name, mailing address and 
daytime phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICE
Post Scripts

Can the media hold politicians accountable?
By Lee H. Hamilton, center on Representative Government

Michigan Press Association: Government 
control of what you know
Michigan House introduces second bill in attempt to remove public notices from newspapers
By Doug caldwell, Michigan Press association

Earlier this week, the Mich-
igan House of Representatives 
began their 99th session. The 
first bill introduced deals with 
an important issue…rolling 
back Michigan’s income tax. 
The second bill introduced by 
Rep. Rob Verheulen, R-Walk-
er, is a replica of the bill intro-
duced in the last two sessions 
by former Rep. Amanda Price, 
R-Park Township, that would 
remove ALL public notice 

ment that governments hold 
open meetings so that officials 
can be held accountable for 
their actions. The third leg is 
the Freedom of Information 
Act so that all people have ac-
cess to government records.

These three “legs” of trans-
parency and accountability 
are critical to the health of an 
informed democracy, and the 
first “leg” is under attack by 
some misguided government 
officials. Good public notice 
must be provided in a forum 
independent of the agency 
required to give the public 
notice. If not, unscrupulous 
officials can hide or confuse 
actions from the public.

These notices need to be 
accessible to all members of 
the community regardless of 
financial status or technical 
abilities. And they must also 
be archived in a permanent 
format to prevent revisions to 
the historical record.

Notices placed on a gov-
ernment website fail all these 
requirements. Does the entire 
community have the access 
and skills to know how and 
where to find this information 
on the Internet? No, it’s high-
ly unlikely even in the most 
affluent communities. Would 
placing these notices on a gov-

ernment website save money? 
Very unlikely if all aspects 
are accounted for because the 
process requires staff to up-
load and maintain the records; 
websites require regular main-
tenance; and security is ques-
tionable at best. These failings 
are further compounded by a 
lack of independent oversight.

The Internet can be a valu-
able adjunct in helping keep 
the public informed. That is 
why most newspapers now 
post notices on their websites 
at no additional charge. How-
ever, government notices must 
be handled like the permanent 
legal documents they are. 
Newspapers have done this for 
hundreds of years at minimal 
cost. Hiding these notices on 
an obscure government web-
site fails the public and con-
tributes to the erosion of trust 
in government.

Our Founding Fathers would 
strongly disapprove. We urge 
you to contact your state rep-
resentative and let them know 
you do too.

Doug Caldwell is the pres-
ident of the Michigan Press 
Association. If you have any 
questions about this issue, 
contact lisa@michiganpress.
org or call Lisa at 313-247-
9859.

The media must be dogged, skeptical and ag-
gressive, calling elected and appointed officials 
to account and not letting them get away with 
evasions and manipulations.

from newspapers.
The members of the Mich-

igan Press Association find it 
disconcerting that subverting 
citizens’ rights to access infor-
mation about what their gov-
ernment is doing is one of the 
first issues introduced for this 
legislature.

In this era of unscrupulous 
hacking by foreign entities it 
seems that depositing all the 
information about government 
activity including things like 
zoning, millage increases, and 
government takeover of per-
sonal property to the websites 
of the government themselves 
is risky at best and possibly un-
ethical at worst.

Our Founding Fathers were 
so concerned and distrustful 
of government power that they 
took extraordinary measures 
to ensure transparency and ac-
countability. The checks and 
balances provided for in the 
Constitution that we learned 
about in civics class are one 
such measure. A second and 
equally important measure is 
the three-legged stool of gov-
ernmental accountability, the 
first leg of which is the proper 
notice of upcoming govern-
ment meetings and actions. 
The second leg is the require-
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HHometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is 
not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Arts/entertAinment

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

LibraryDirectory

The Ultimate Bundle
TV+Internet+Voice

Call Today & Pay Less!

800-781-0564
Services not available in all areas. Offer is based on qualification and subject to change without notice. Valid to qualified residential customers who have 
not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Spectrum. *Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and 
Voice is $89.97/mo. year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR is for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1; install, other 
equipment , taxes, fees and surcharges extra; additional services are extra. DVR receiver required for DVR service is extra. **Restrictions apply. For 
contract buyout qualifications, go to spectrum.com/buyout. For 30 Day Money Back Guarantee go to spectrum.com/guarantee.  

The Ultimate Bundle
TV+Internet+Voice

CONTRACTS
COMMITMENTS

from

 not available in all areas, varies by location.

Fast Internet starting at 60Mbps
125+ TV Channels
FREE DVR
Unlimited Nationwide Calling

RISK FREE 30 Day Money Back Guarantee**
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þ
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

showtimes: 
Fri: 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sat: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sun: 3:00PM • 6:00PM

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW7 4 6 9

January
20 • 21 • 22

Jan. 27-29

Digital Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00
coming soon:

Feb. 3-5

  Pancake 
Breakfast

Cedar Springs Lions Club

Saturday, January 21St 

7am til 11am
CS United MethodiSt ChUrCh
140 S. Main St. •  Cedar SpringS • Corner of Main & ChurCh

$8 per perSon 
$25 per FaMily of 4
panCakeS, eggS, baCon, SauSage, 
haShbrownS, juiCe, Coffee

Proceeds assist sight conservation

all you can eat

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
Jan. 22: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, January 22nd at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance 
School at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 
Mile and Olin Lakes Rd). The message and music will be 
shared by the Gitchel family with Joann Gitchel sharing a 
message. Invite your family and friends. Cowboy Church 
will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Each service 
will have different people sharing God’s word and music. 
Cowboy Church will introduce you to 2nd Chance and its 
vision. The school is in the building stage, which when 
completed, will teach troubled teens through God and the 
horse. If you have questions, call 616-293-2150. See you 
there! #3

Comedy improv at the Kent Theatre in 
January
Jan. 25: The Cedar Springs Community Players is pleased 
to announce its first annual comedy “Improv Night at the 
Kent” debuting on Wednesday, January 25th. Doors will 
open at 6:30 and the show begins at 7 pm. Local talent will 
take to the stage to entertain their audience for 90 minutes. 
Cost is only $5 at the door. It’s not The Second City, but 
in the same fashion, it should be an evening of grins and 
giggles as performers quickly create characters and dialog 
in the spur of a moment! #2,3p

KD aLe: Cedar Springs Brewery Tour
Jan. 25: Taste their traditional German style beer while 
touring the facility. Enjoy a discounted tasting flight 
following the tour of the brewery. Wednesday, January 
25th  at 6:30 p.m., Cedar Spring Brewing Company, 95 N. 
Main, Cedar Springs. Please visit www.kdl.org for more 
information. #3

Take a “Winter Owl Walk” at MCC
Jan. 28: Montcalm Community College’s Nature Trails 
Committee offers a Winter Owl Walk on January 28th from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm. Participants will learn about owl habitat 
and behavior from Instructor Cheryl Meyer, then walk on 
the Kenneth J. Lehman Nature Trails looking and listening 
for owls. Please dress appropriately for the weather, 
including boots or snowshoes. The group will meet in room 
A138 in the Stanley P. Ash Building on the college’s Sidney 
campus. Admission is free. #3

Actors del Arte Ensemble Auditions
Jan. 31: Actors del Arte Ensemble (Rockford) are taking 
auditions for “The Waif” (story of Little Orphan Annie) on 
Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd fro 6 – 8 
pm at Rockford Reformed Church, 11 Mile Rd., Rockford. 
Looking for men, women, 
teens, children (all ages). Call 
616-874-5264 for details. #3

Velzy Park’s 
Valentine Dinner
Feb. 11: Velzy Park’s 2nd 
Annual Valentine Dinner is 
planned for February 11th  at 
the Solon Township Hall, 
15185 Algoma Avenue, 
Cedar Springs. This year’s 
event includes a spaghetti 
dinner, dessert auction, and 
50/50 raffle. Pianist Courtney 
King will entertain and accept 
song requests. Tickets are $10 
per person, or two for $18 
and can be purchased from 
any committee member or 
at the Solon Township Hall. 
Call 616-696-1718 with any 
questions. Thank you for your 
support! #3

Sobriety test
A Michigan State trooper pulled a car over about 2 miles 

north of the Michigan/Indiana State line. When the trooper 
asked the driver why he was speeding, the driver said he was a 
Magician and Juggler and was on his way to Ft. Wayne, IN to 
do a show at the Circus. He didn’t want to be late. 

The trooper told the driver he was fascinated by juggling 
and said if the driver would do a little juggling for him then 
he wouldn’t give him a ticket. He told the trooper he had sent 
his equipment ahead and didn’t have anything to juggle. The 
trooper said he had some flares in the trunk and asked if he 
could juggle them. The juggler said he could, so the trooper 
got 5 flares, lit them and handed them to him. 

While the man was juggling, a car pulled in behind the pa-
trol car. A drunk got out, watched the performance, then stag-
gered over to the patrol car, opened the rear door and got in. 
The trooper saw him and went over and asked the drunk what 
he thought he was doing. 

The man laughed and said, “You might as well take my butt 
to jail, cause there ain’t no way I can pass that test!”

A & e
is online @

www.
cedarspringspost.

com
at home or 

away... 
we’re just a 

“click” away



Patrick and Lau-
ra Ensley, of En-
sley Team Real 
Estate, are excited 
to announce their 
new location, 71 
N. Main, in Cedar 
Springs. (They are 
in the building for-
merly occupied by 
Geekworx.) They 
will hold a ribbon 
cutting and open 
house on Thursday, 
March 2, at 5:30 
p.m., with light refreshments and snacks as people tour 
their new building.

Both Patrick and Laura were born and raised in the area, 
and established their real estate team in 2008. Laura said 
it’s their drive that gives them an edge over the compe-
tition. “We are a high energy team that loves to help our 
clients with every aspect of their real estate needs,” she 
explained. Their greatest reward is getting their clients the 
best deal possible. “Negotiating deals is in our blood. It’s 
what makes us tick.”

Patrick and Laura are also passionate about giving back 
to the community. They are both on the board of the Cedar 
Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, and are also involved 
with the “Best Prom Ever,” a charity that puts on proms for 
special needs children.

The Ensleys love West Michigan and are passionate 
about selling the great lifestyle the state has to offer. To 
check out how they can help you, give them a call at (616) 
696-SOLD or stop by 71 N. Main Monday through Friday, 
from 9-5 p.m.
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New year New you

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

When Do You Need a Financial Advisor?
Are you a “do-it-yourselfer”? If you can 

take care of home repairs, lawn work and 
other types of maintenance by yourself, you’ll 
save money and probably gain satisfaction. 
But you will almost certainly need some help 
in other areas of your life – one of which may 
be investing.

In fact, you could benefit from the services 
of a professional financial advisor at several 
points in your life: 

• When you’re starting out in your career 
– When you land your first “career-type” job, 
you will have some financial decisions to 
make: Should I participate in my employer’s 
401(k) or other retirement plan? (Hint: Yes!) 
If so, how much should I contribute? How can 
I juggle saving for retirement with paying off 
student loans? These are the types of questions 
you can answer with the help of a financial 
advisor.

• When you’re saving for important 
goals – Whether you’re saving for a down 
payment on your first home, or for your 
children’s college education, or for your own 
comfortable retirement, you’ll face many 
choices. A financial advisor – someone with 
experience in helping people work toward 
these goals – can assist you in making the 
choices most appropriate for your individual 
situation. 

• When you’re experiencing a personal 
“milestone” – Like everyone, you’ll go 
through many major life events. Some will 
be joyful, such as marriage and the arrival of 
children, while others may be unpleasant or 
sad, such as divorce or the death of a loved 
one. But virtually all these events carry with 
them some type of financial component 

– establishing new investment accounts, 
purchasing sufficient insurance, naming 
and changing of beneficiaries, and so on. A 
financial advisor who truly understands you 
and your needs can help you make appropriate 
moves for all your milestones.

• When you’re close to retirement – As you 
near retirement, you’ll have several issues 
to consider: About how much income will 
you need each year? When should you start 
taking Social Security? How much can you 
afford to withdraw annually from your IRA 
and 401(k)? A financial advisor has the tools, 
training and experience to explore alternatives 
and suggest suitable moves for you.

• When you’re retired – Even after you 
retire, you’ve got plenty to think about, in 
terms of financial moves. For one thing, you 
need to ensure that your investment portfolio 
provides you with both sufficient income for 
your desired lifestyle and adequate growth 
potential to help you stay ahead of inflation. 
What’s the correct balance of investments 
for your needs? Are there investments that 
can provide you with rising income without 
exposing you to undue risk? Once you’re 
retired, you just won’t get a lot of “do-overs,” 
so getting the right help is important. 

If you’re a do-it-yourselfer, you may 
not get it right each and every time. But 
you won’t pay much of a price (except, 
perhaps in embarrassment) if that chair you 
built collapses under a stack of newspapers. 
However, you also know when it’s time to 
call in a professional – and that’s whom you 
need when it comes to building your financial 
future. So, get the assistance you need, when 
you need it, from a financial advisor.  

Our Already Low Prices!
On Closeout, Discontinued

and One-of-a-Kind Items
Throughout the Store!

SAVE
10-50% OFF

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-6
Closed Sunday

616-754-6101
Delivery & Layaway Available

Layaway 

NOw and 

Pay with 

Your Tax 

Refund!

TAX
SALERefund

NorthtowN GreeNville 
6481 Greenville Rd. • Greenville

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance
NORTHTOWN
Larry’s Larry’s 

Ensley Real Estate moves into 
downtown location

Patrick and Laura Ensley, 
of Ensley Team Real Estate
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BUSINESS BITThree ways to plan ahead for the 

2017 tax season
(BPT) - With the tax sea-

son approaching, now is the 
time to start thinking about 
creating a strategy to help 
maximize tax refunds in the 
year ahead. From the passage 
of the Protecting Americans 
from Tax Hikes (PATH) Act 
to the increase in health in-
surance penalties, here are 
a few items to keep in mind 
before the IRS begins ac-
cepting tax returns.

1. Donating to charity, 
making an extra student loan 
payment or contributing to 
an IRA can lower your ad-
justed gross and taxable in-
come.

If you are a taxpayer that 
itemizes your deductions, 
donating to a qualified char-
ity by Dec. 31 and saving the 
necessary documentation can 
lower your taxable income. 
Taxpayers can also deduct 
up to $2,500 of interest paid 
on their student loans each 
year, even if the payment is 
voluntary. For those contrib-
uting to their IRA, taxpayers 
can deduct up to $5,000, and 
have until April 16, 2016 to 
make contributions.

2. Your health insurance 

penalty will increase if 
you are uninsured and do 
not sign up by Jan. 31. 

The per-person flat fee 
penalty for not having 
health insurance has in-
creased more than 630 
percent since it was first 
implemented in 2014.

Taxpayers will now 
have to pay a penalty of 
$695 per uncovered adult, 
plus $347.50 per uncov-
ered child up to a maximum 
of $2,085 or 2.5 percent of 
their household income over 
the filing threshold, which-
ever is greater. That means 
a family of four earning 
$60,000 would pay a penalty 
of more than $2,000.

According to H&R Block’s 
estimates, taxpayers without 
insurance in 2015 paid an av-
erage penalty of $401. This 
was a 125 percent increase 
from 2014, when the average 
penalty was $178.

There are some cases 
where an uninsured taxpayer 
may qualify for an exemp-
tion from the penalty, but 
the only way to completely 
avoid it in 2017 is to enroll 
and stay covered under a 

qualified insurance plan.
3. If you claim the earned 

income tax credit (EITC) or 
additional child tax credit 
(ACTC), your refund will be 
delayed until at least Feb. 15.

The passage of the PATH 
Act now requires the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS) 
to hold the entire refund for 
returns claiming the EITC 
and ACTC until at least Feb. 
15, depending on when the 
return is filed.

The IRS estimates approx-
imately one in five EITC 
payments are made through 
fraudulent filings or confu-
sion due to the complexity 
in claiming the benefit. Em-
ployers are now required to 
send employee W-2s to the 
IRS by Jan. 31 to allow the 

IRS additional time to help 
prevent identity theft and 
fraud.

The IRS will begin releas-
ing funds on Feb. 15, but tax-
payers may not see the funds 
deposited into their banking 
accounts immediately. This 
law could affect approxi-
mately up to 30 million tax-
payers who claim these tax 
credits.

If you are one of the 30 
million taxpayers who claim 
these credits and are worried 
about a delayed refund, visit 
a local H&R Block profes-
sional to see how they might 
be able to help. For more in-
formation, visit hrblock.com/
PATH.



Five tips for financial fitness in 
2017

(Family Features) If a com-
mitment to improving finances 
is among your resolutions for 
2017, you’re not alone. 

A survey from the Nation-
al Endowment for Financial 
Education (NEFE) shows that 
more than two-thirds of U.S. 
adults will make a financial 
resolution this year. 

However, one out of three 
Americans said their financial 
quality of life is worse than 
they expect, as saving mon-
ey and debt concerns top the 
list of stressors. Additionally, 
almost two-thirds of respon-
dents experienced a financial 
setback in 2016, with transpor-
tation issues, housing repairs 
and medical care cited as the 
leading causes. For the nearly 
50 percent of those who admit 
they’re living paycheck to pay-
check, significant unplanned 
expenses can add up. 

“To be successful with your 
financial resolutions in 2017, 
set thoughtful, realistic goals,” 
said Paul Golden, spokesper-
son for NEFE. “If your goal is 
to build an emergency savings, 
start with a small amount like 
$500 dollars to show yourself 
you actually can achieve that 
mark then set the bar higher. 
It’s not uncommon to be hit 
with an unexpected expense, 
so be prepared.”

These five tips can help get 
you on the path toward tack-
ling your financial goals:

1. Get debt under control. 
Take a hard look at what you 
owe. If there are warning signs 
of too much debt, take action. 
Set a goal to reduce your debt 

next year by 5-10 percent. That 
might mean reducing impulse 
shopping, which six out of 10 
people admit to doing, and 80 
percent regret the purchases 
later. When you face tempta-
tion, walk away for at least 30 
minutes to make sure you still 
want the item.

2. Start saving now. Ideal-
ly, you should have six to nine 
months of income set aside, 
but achieving a small goal can 
provide a sense of security and 
reduce stress. The rules of re-
tirement have changed: Re-
view your long-term savings 
and ensure they are appropriate 
and on target.

3. Shop for better services. 
Make a game out of shop-
ping providers to find the best 
value in the services you use. 
How long has it been since 
you shopped your insurance 
policies? Is there any chance 
you can save money on your 
cell phone, internet or utilities? 
Visit current providers and 

ask, “What’s the best deal?” 
Be sure to understand your 
policies and services so that 
you are comparing fairly and 
accurately.

4. Understand what’s be-
hind your financial decisions. 
If you’ve ever wondered why 
you feel good about spending 
money on vacations but avoid 
saving for retirement, the an-
swer may lie in your unique 
values and how they influence 
your financial decision-mak-
ing. Take the LifeValues Quiz 
at SmartAboutMoney.org.

5. Don’t be afraid to ask for 
help. Recruit a “financial bud-
dy” and share your resolutions 
with a trusted family member 
or friend who can provide sup-
port in helping you meet your 
financial goals. Find someone 
who will hold you accountable 
and set a good example for you 
to follow.

For more help getting 
your finances in order, visit 
SmartAboutMoney.org.
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Spectrum Health Wins 2016 
Foster G. McGaw Prize
Finalists from Dallas, Los Angeles and Toledo, Ohio, also honored

In recognition of its cut-
ting-edge programs and 
services to reach the under-
served residents of Western 
Michigan, Spectrum Health 
is awarded the 2016 Fos-
ter G. McGaw Prize for 
Excellence in Community 
Service and will receive 
$100,000 for programs cre-
ating healthier and stronger 
communities.

As one of the most revered 
community service awards 
in healthcare, the Foster G. 
McGaw Prize is sponsored 
by the Baxter Internation-
al Foundation, the Amer-
ican Hospital Association 
(AHA) and its non-profit 
affiliate Health Research 
& Educational Trust. First 
awarded in 1986, the an-
nual prize recognizes the 
achievements of hospitals 
and health systems and in-
spires strong partnerships 
that significantly improve 
the health and well-being of 
their communities.

Spectrum Health is a 
non-profit, integrated health 
system in Western Michi-
gan providing a full contin-
uum of care. Its community 
outreach arm, known as 
Healthier Communities, re-
sponds to the most pressing 
needs by formulating inno-
vative programs to address 
specific health challenges 
and then collaborating with 
other organizations to ad-
dress them.

“Since 1997, Spectrum 
Health Healthier Commu-

nities has built the infra-
structure, resources, com-
munity-based programs and 
services to reach the people 
who need care the most,” 
said John O’Brien, chair 
of the Foster G. McGaw 
Prize Committee. “Through 
impactful alliances with 
community organizations, 
Spectrum Health has shown 
incredible perseverance, 
patience and a vision to 
dramatically improve the 
health of individuals in their 
communities and reduce 
healthcare costs.”

“We are honored to be 
recognized by the Baxter 
International Foundation 
and the American Hospital 
Association for our work to 
empower vulnerable popu-
lations and increase access 
to care,” said Richard C. 
Breon, Spectrum Health 
President & CEO. “The 
Foster G. McGaw Prize rep-
resents significant national 
recognition of our mission 
to improve the health of 
the communities we serve. 
The award also recognizes 
the power of collaboration. 
Healthier Communities is 
successful due to dozens of 
community partners com-
ing together to carry out 
this challenging yet tremen-
dously rewarding work.”

Spectrum Health Healthi-
er Communities’ three areas 
of focus include maternal 
and infant health, children’s 
health and preventing and 
managing chronic disease 

through such initiatives as:
*Strong Beginnings Pro-

gram – Eight area agencies 
work together to improve 
maternal-child health and 
eliminate racial and eth-
nic disparities in birth out-
comes. The program, which 
offers outreach, case man-
agement, education, mental 
health services and a father-
hood program, has helped 
to significantly reduce the 
infant mortality rate in Kent 
County.

*Community Partner-
ships for Wellness and 
Access to Healthy Food – 
Programs specifically tai-
lored to children and mi-
nority populations offer 
health screenings, coach-
ing, fitness and nutritional 
support. In addition, four 
independent community 
agencies collaborate to pro-
vide healthy foods to under-
served and impoverished 
individuals. 

*School Health Advoca-
cy Program – A partnership 
with seven local school dis-
tricts serving nearly 29,000 
students to provide first aid, 
medication administration, 
tracking/facilitating immu-
nizations, care for chronic 
health conditions and com-
municable disease preven-
tion. In less populated ar-
eas, telemedicine services 
are provided.

*Core Health Pro-
gram – A chronic disease 
management program for 

PRize - continues on page 12



CS Youth wrestlers 
take second in pins
By Jacquie troupe

Twenty CSYWC 
wrestlers and their fam-
ilies joined 387 other 
grapplers in a great day 
of competition at Cen-
tral Montcalm HS. The 
team had 47 wins and 
31 losses, placed 4th 
in match points with 
154 and took 2nd place 
in pins and tech falls 
with 27. Way to go Red 
Hawks! (West Michi-
gan Pursuit was 1st with 
34!) 

“The whole team 
wrestled with a lot of 
heart this weekend and 
we couldn’t be more 
proud of them,” said 
Coach Scott. “They im-

RV

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

*Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special Only $69*

When you 
mention 
this ad.

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

616-824-6029

Looks Like the Weather 
Predictions for the 

Winter are SEVERE!
Don’t Wait Get Your  

Furnace Checked Now!

Fully
Licensed & 

Insured 

CSP

Winter is HERE!
Don’t be left in the cold...

Get your furnace 
checked NOW!

Financing Available

We install ALL 
MAytAg Equipment!

 We Service Mobile Home and Oil Furnaces! 

64K MILES, 
4X4, 5.7L HEMI 
V-8, PWR SEAT, 
TOW PKG, NEW 
TIRES!    

Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUESDAYS thru FRIDAYS 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 

DoWntoWn Greenville

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

4X4, 71K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR SEAT, 
VERY SHARP  

2009 TOYOTA RAV4 LIMITED

V-6, REMOTE 
START, PWR 
SEAT, ALLOYS, 
REAR SPOILER, 
NEW TIRES! 

HTD LEATHER, 
STOW-N-GO, 
POWER 
EVERYTHING, 
NICE LOCAL 
TRADE!  CAR!      

2013 SCION Xb
61K MILES, 
AUTO, CRUISE, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
BLUETOOTH/
HD, 1-OWNER!

PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR SEATS, 
LOCAL TRADE, 
NEW TIRES!

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

ONLY 14K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
REMOTE START, 
NICE!  

ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE, 78K 
MILES, V-6,
PWR SEAT, 
CLEAN 
1-OWNER CAR! 

2008 CHEVY IMPALA LT 

2011 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 

2012 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW 

2005 VOLVO S60 2.5T 

2013 CHEVY SONIC LTZ

$12,995

$10,995$6,995

$12,495

$20,395$13,995

$12,995

$5,995

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 
89K MILES, 
REMOTE START, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
GREAT PRICE 

2013 GMC SIERRA CREW CAb

$20,995

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

2012 FORD TAURUS SEL  

CAb

TOURING-L
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(L to R) Logan Troupe and Ben Brun-
ner both had a good day wrestling at 
Central Montcalm. Photo by J. Troupe.

Wrestlers raise money for Rickers

WMP wrestler Luke Egan in his #RickerStrong sin-
glet.  Luke took home a Championship for Brison and 
Preston Ricker last weekend.

WMP finish in top four

RickeRs - continues on page 12

lady red Hawks take 
first at Wyoming

Cedar Springs cheer again dominated the mat on Saturday, Jan-
uary 14, at the Wyoming Invitational, with all three teams taking 
home first place. 

The morning started with Cedar Springs Middle taking the lead 
at the end of round 2 with the score of 99.62 and holding the lead 
in round 3 with a score of 257.7. This gave them a total score of 
352.32 and secured their first place finish. 

Cedar Springs JV took the mat in a fight for another first place 
finish against four other JV teams. They took the lead in Round 1 
of the competition with a score of 188.4. Round 2 gained them an 
additional 149.86 points, and gave them a subtotal of 338.6 and 

Red Hawk wrestlers win against FHN
Take fourth at Warren Woods invite

Red Hawk Varsity Ryan Ringler was a champion and MVP of the War-
ren Woods Tower tournament on the southeast side of the state. 

Photo by B. Chong.

By Barbra chong

On Wednesday, January 12, 
Cedar Springs High School 
hosted an OK White Conference 
Dual against the Forest Hills 
Northern Huskies. The Red 
Hawks claimed another victory 
against the Huskies with a final 
score 51-26. Our current team 
OK White record is 2-2. 119 lb 
Kaedrian Dines, 125 lb Aaron 
Smith, 135 lb Jordan Ringler, 
140 lb Jacob Galinis, 152 lb Lu-
cus Pienton, 160lb Xavier An-
derson, 171 lb Ryan Ringler, 189 
lb Nate Patin and Heavy Weight 

Patrick Depiazza all won their 
matches. JV went undefeated 
with 125 Patrick Fliearman, 152 
Zak Schmid and 215 Caleb Baty 
winning their matches.

Saturday, January 14, the 
Red Hawks traveled to Warren 
Woods Tower for their Clash 
of the Champions Invite. The 
southeast side of the state is 
known for their tough competi-
tors; 18 area teams came to com-
pete. Final team standings are 
Warren Woods Tower with the 
Championship and score of 205; 
Holt finished 2nd with a score 
of 187; Marysville finished 3rd 

wRestLeRs - continues on page 12Hawks - continues on page 12

Pavelka signs 
with Spring Arbor

Congratulations to Cedar Springs senior 
Jameson Pavelka on signing his national letter 
of intent to play basketball next year at NAIA 
member school Spring Arbor University. 
Jameson is pictured with his parents Julee and 
Eric, as well as the Spring Arbor Head Coach 
Ryan Cottingham.

with a score of 173; and Cedar 
Springs finished 4th with a score 
of 169.5. Final individual stand-
ings are as follows: 171 lb Ryan 
Ringler went undefeated and 
took home a Championship title 
as well as the Most Outstanding 
Wrestler award. Patrick Depi-
azza also went undefeated and 
claimed a Championship title. 
145 lb Lucus Pienton and 135 
Jordan Ringler each took 3rd 
Place; 140 lb Jacob Galinis took 
4th Place; 125 lb Aaron Smith 
and 130 lb Jordan Andrus took 

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to 
Central Montcalm and Orchardview this 
past weekend. The Swarm of Central 
Montcalm hosted a 50/50 raffle to ben-
efit the Ricker family. The raffle raised 
a total of $1,300 to donate to the Rick-
ers. WMP and Cedar Springs Wrestling 
have also been busy selling Wrestling 
for a Cause t-shirts to help benefit the 
Rickers. Saranac Youth Wrestling also 
donated $150 towards this wonderful 
cause. 

WMP had 20 grapplers enter to com-
pete and 16 finish in the top four. 59 
lb, Mason Hendrick, 9/10 age group 

took 4th Place. In third place was 
170/195 lb Aidan Dowdell, 13/14 
age group; 72 lb Tyler Parmeter, 
7/8 age group; and 158 lb Maston 
Wood, 11/12 age group. In second 
place was 61 lb Quinten Cassiday, 
7/8 age group; and 52 lb Kaleb Paut-
ke, 7/8 age group. 

Champions of the day were 70 
lb Carter Castillo, 7/8 age group; 
67 lb Chayson Eberspeaker 7/8 age 
group; 67 lb Luke Egan, 9/10 age 
group; 59 lb Landon Foss, 9/10 age 
group (Orchardview); 64 lb Drew 
Moro, 7/8 age group; 80 lb Blake 
Peasley, 9/10 age group; 75 lb Isaiah 



On Monday, Dec. 
12, the middle and 
high school choirs at 
CTA put on a holiday 
concert. This was a 
year of many firsts for 
the choirs. This was 
the first time that the 
choirs performed a 
holiday concert. Due 
to scheduling, last 
year’s choirs were 
not able to do a hol-
iday concert. Many 
students were excit-
ed about being able 
to perform the well-
known songs. The oth-
er “first” for this con-
cert was the opportunity to perform at 
Cedar Springs High School. The profes-
sionalism and hard work of the singers 
was complemented by a beautiful ven-
ue. The final “first” happened at the very 
end of the concert when all 62 singers 

(middle and high school) performed the 
song “Carol of the Bells” together. For 
many in the choir and the audience, Car-
ol of the Bells was the favorite moment 
of the concert. Many audience members 
praised the combined effort and loved 
the power that the combined group was 

able to achieve. The middle school sing-
ers got to experience the excitement of 
singing with the high school choir and 
the older students got the opportunity to 
be leaders for the students coming up. 
CTA’s first holiday choir concert was a 
great success!

Creative Technologies Academy
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CTA From the Eyes of an 
8th Grader

My name is Tori Lynn Wierda. I 
am thirteen years old, and I am in the 
eighth grade. My school of choice is 
Creative Technologies Academy. I 
have been going here for eight years 
now. I love going to CTA; they treat 
you like family most of the time. 
The teachers and staff love you and 
all your flaws. I remember when I 
was younger that the principal at the 
time had to carry me up to the office when I got in trouble 
because I refused to walk up there. Yet, they forgave me and 
I am still welcomed here today.

Also, I love how we have all these fun programs such 
as Women’s/Men’s Choir (which gives students the chance 
to sing at outside venues), basketball (which gives us the 
chance to play a sport that a lot of us love), Drama Club 
(because some of us just need to let-it-out somewhere), and 
cross country (where we get to run and have fun and com-
pete in races). I love all the reading, writing, cheer, music, 
and basketball they offer here. Also, I love that they have 
activities here that I personally love to do. I love reading 
because it makes me feel like I’m separated from the world 
once in awhile. I love writing because it is a way for me 
to express my feelings on paper. I love singing because it 
calms me and makes me happy when I’m mad or depressed. 
I love Cheerleading because I get to have fun with my 
friends and perform for people. I love basketball because I 
love the feeling of competition. I also love dancing because 
it’s a way to express your feelings through one of the many 
ways of art.

Speaking further of things I enjoy, I really love going to 
CTA because I have friends here that I never would have 
thought I could ever make. My friend/sister Maddie is one 
of them. She is my best friend and without the love and care 
CTA provides and encourages, I probably would have never 
met her in third grade. She is to this day still my best friend 
and we share everything with each other. There is not one 
thing she doesn’t know about me and vice versa.

Tori Lynn Wierda

Santa’s Elves Busy in the 
Workshop

The CTA Par-
ent Association 
put a new spin on 
Santa’s Shop this 
year and hosted a 
Santa’s Workshop 
for grades K-6. 
Students were 
able to make orna-
ments for friends 
and family. They 
painted, measured 
and decorated. In 
the end, they had 
sliced wood or-
naments painted 
with snowmen, 
hot chocolate or-
naments, yarn 
Christmas trees 
and unique easel paintings. Many Parent Association vol-
unteers worked hard to make the day a success and saw 
many smiling faces!

Elementary students work to craft gifts 
during the PA Santa’s Workshop.

New Venue Enhances Experience for CTA Choirs

Middle School and High School students combined for “Carol of the Bells” during the winter concert.

Save-The-Date
CTA Spring Performances

Coming in March 2017, CTA’s high school choir, Charger 
Voices, will be performing in the District 7 choral festival at 
Greenville High School. This will be the first time the choir 
has participated in festival and the choir students are working 
diligently to prepare. The choirs perform two prepared pieces 
and will also be required to sight read music for a judge. After 
they finish, the judge will work with the choir in an effort to 
help them grow and get better. This will be a great step for 
helping the CTA choral program continue to grow.

The CTA Drama Club is set to produce its first play. Audi-
tions are complete, the show has been cast and come May, the 
CTA Drama club will be putting on the play, “Law and Order: 
Fairy Tale Unit.” The show is a comedic take on the popular 
Law and Order TV series and features some of the most be-
loved fairy tale characters and a Whodunit-style mystery. You 
will not want to miss this production which will be performed 
on Fri., May 19 and Sat., May 20.

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ACADEMY

SCHOOL CALENDAR
January  26  Girl Scouts
 27  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
   K-2 Dismissal at 12:50 p.m.
   3-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
   6-12 Dismissal at 12:40 p.m.
  Popcorn Day
  Basketball Game vs. Big Rapids Home 
   School @ Cedar Springs Middle School
 31  Basketball Game vs. WMAES
February  2  Girl Talk
 3  EL Library Day
  Basketball Game vs. WMAES
 7  Basketball Game vs. West Michigan 
   Lutheran (Girls Only)
 10  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
   K-2 Dismissal at 12:50 p.m.
   3-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
   6-12 Dismissal at 12:40 p.m.
  Basketball Game vs. Algoma Christian
 13 Coffee Time with School Leader
 17  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
   K-2 Dismissal at 12:50 p.m.
   3-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
   6-12 Dismissal at 12:40 p.m.
  Basketball Game vs. Wellspring Prep @ 
   Grace Bible College
 20  No School - Mid-Winter Break
 21-23  Student-Led Conferences (HS Only)

Schedule

HS Hands On Hatching 
Lesson

Biochemistry students Sierra Medwayosh, John Foss and Caleb 
Cook show the three chickens that were hatched during their hands-
on mitosis and meiosis project.

Chargers Basketball Off 
To A New Start

The CTA Lady Chargers headed into the 2016-17 season 
looking to improve on last year’s 4-11 record.

Lady chargers have 9 returning players, including senior 
captain Holly Fahling. “We are looking to Holly’s leader-
ship to continue to help our younger players grow,” head 
coach Steve Washington commented. Along with Fahling, 
the Lady Chargers returning starters are sophomore Brin 
Calkins, and freshmen Hannah Hofstra and Faith Watson. 
The Ladies are rising to the challenge so far, and have start-
ed off with 3 wins and 5 losses so far this season.

The boys basketball team is developing an offensive sys-
tem (with only a single court practice with new head coach 
Todd Bowmar), they have a strong defensive presence and 
the boys have bought into the idea of team success. Coach 
Bowmar shared that when he joined CTA, there was a lot of 
talk of the CTA Way, which he understood the concept of. 
“Today was a demonstration of that philosophy - Chargers 
don’t quit. Chargers play the game the right way. Chargers 
hold themselves to the highest expectations,” shared Bow-
mar as he referenced a recent game against an incredibly 
talented team. “I am proud to be a part of the CTA Way.”

Bowmar, who is also CTA’s high school english teacher, 
is looking forward to the opportunity to work with the stu-
dents outside of the classroom, “ I would like to thank the 
players and parents of CTA for such a wonderful opportuni-
ty to work for these young men. As a team, we are growing 
so rapidly. I have high hopes for the rest of the season.”

How can there be 8 billion people on earth, yet not a sin-
gle person is genetically the same?

Such questions can be answered from Biochemistry stu-
dents at Creative Technologies Academy. Over the course 
of 3 weeks, students learned about mitosis and meiosis. The 
class incubated chicken eggs to demonstrate how cells can 
reproduce and be identical (mitosis) or different (meiosis). 
Biochemistry students were responsible for the viable liv-
ing conditions for the chicken eggs. The incubation period 
for chicken eggs was 21 days. Each day, students were re-
sponsible for maintaining a constant temperature of 99.5 
degrees fahrenheit and carefully flipping the eggs three 
times a day, both conditions are essential to the develop-
ment of the chicken embryo.Through the process, students 
also learned responsibility. If students neglected the eggs, 
the chance a healthy chicken would hatch decreases. “I am 
proud of the students and their handling of the eggs,” com-
mented high school science teacher Ben Fredrickson. “Out 
of a small batch of eggs, we had three chicks hatch due to 
the dedication and responsibility of the students.”

Please join Dan George, CTA School Leader/Superin-
tendent, for coffee and donuts. This time is set aside 
for parent-driven, small group conversation regarding 
school concerns, policies, suggestions and more. Please 
RSVP to dgeorge@ctachargers.org.

8 - 9:00 a.m. - CTA Cafeteria

Monday, Feb. 13
Monday, March 13
Monday, April 10
Monday, May 8



underserved individuals, reaching more than 2,500 commu-
nity members to date, that has demonstrated a measurable 
impact by achieving the Institute for Healthcare Improve-
ment’s Triple Aim goals – a framework that describes an 
approach to optimizing health system performance.

Through programs like the Foster G. McGaw Prize, the 
Baxter International Foundation continues to recognize and 
celebrate health organizations that support an integrated ap-
proach to better and more easily accessible care.

“The Foster G. McGaw Prize recognizes healthcare or-
ganizations that serve as role models for taking a syn-
ergistic approach to improve the health of the people in 
their communities. This year’s winner and finalists offer 
wide-ranging programs to meet the needs of their vulnera-
ble populations,” said Stacey Eisen, president of the Baxter 
International Foundation and vice president, global com-
munications at Baxter. “Through involved leadership, dedi-
cated staff and community collaboration, they significantly 
improve the lives of the patients they serve and the commu-
nities in which they operate.”
2016 Finalists

Three Foster G. McGaw finalists also were recognized for 
their significant community health programs and will each 
receive $10,000. These finalists include:

*Children’s HealthSM, the leading pediatric health sys-
tem in North Texas, for its unique approach in using a 
cross-sector coalition to improve the health and well-being 
of children in the community. 

*ProMedica in Toledo, Ohio, for establishing numerous 
community health programs for low-income residents, in-
cluding collaborative approaches to tackling hunger and 
peer abuse.

*White Memorial Medical Center in Los Angeles, Ca-
lif., for its dedicated prevention programs, including healthy 
eating and interventions for pregnant and post-partum wom-
en, as well as advancing a health careers program to ensure 
sustainable health among all members of the community.
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

BuSiNESS/PrOFESSiONAL
P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Youth
...continued from page 10

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Wrestlers
...continued from page 10

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

prove every week and we are really looking forward to the 
rest of the season.”

Fastest pins were had by Ben Brunner with :19 & :29; Jon-
athan Libera with :21; Deegan Pike :26 & :58; Elijah Artecki 
with :26 & :58; Logan Troupe with :48; Blake Falan with 
:59; and Trevor Marsman with 1:00. Hudson Crystal led the 
team with 27 match points; Blake Falan had 21; Carter Falan 
had 18; Dawson Pike had 15; and Chasyn Winchel had 13.

In the 2010-2012 division 43lb class, Dawson Pike placed 
4th after 4 matches. In the 52lb class, Tucker Crystal placed 
1st after 3 matches with 2 pins in total time of 3:55. In the 
58lb class, Chasyn Winchel placed 3rd after 3 matches. In 
the 55lb class, Jaxon Fitzgerald placed 4th after 3 matches.

In the 2008-2009 division 64lb class, Blake Falan placed 
4th after 6 matches with 3 pins in a total time of 4:58.

In the 2006-2007 division 80lb class, Hudson Crystal 
placed 3rd after 5 matches with 1 pin, 1 TF4 & 1 Maj. In the 
100lb class Elijah Artecki placed true 2nd after 4 matches 
with 3 pins in a total time of 2:41. In the 110 class, Dakota 
Winchel placed 4th after 4 matches. In the 150lb class Wyatt 
Cooper placed 1st after 2 pins in a total time of 2:40.

In the 2004-2005 division 100lb class, Ben Brunner placed 
2nd after 6 matches, with 4 pins in a total time of 3:54, and 
had the fastest pin for the team with :19. Also in the 100lb 
class, Logan Troupe placed 3rd after 4 matches. In the 105lb 
class, Carter Falan placed 2nd after 3 matches.

In the 2002-2003 division 85lb class Trevor Marsman 
placed 2nd after 4 matches with 2 pins in a total time of 
2:14. In the 95lb class Andrew Van Gesssel placed 2nd after 
2 matches.

Never sort
your pills

Your meds sorted 
and delivered
at no extra cost
to you.

Never chase
prescriptions

Always get the
help you need

Never wait at
the pharmacy

You’ll only pay your
co-pays and shipping 

is always free.

Switch to the only 
pharmacy designed 

to fi t your life:

800.870.8597

UNABLE TO WORK? • DENIED BENEFITS? • WE CAN HELP!

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY

I could not be happier about the job performance of BGA. 
They have proven that they are there to help unfortunate 

people who are in need of a helping hand. America should be 
proud to have them represent those in need. 

I would recommend them to anyone        -Gil B. 
 

“
”

DISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITYDISABILITY

Call for an Immediate Evaluation

(800) 252-2364
Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  

Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C. 
O�ce: Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states. 

Fighting for Your Social Security Disability
Benefits for Over 20 Years!

Applications/Hearings/Appeals
Immediate Access to Experienced Personnel
We Strive For Quick Claim Approval
Free Consultation







Sostenes, 9/10 age group; 59 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age group; 55 
lb Kellen Weckesser, 7/8 age group and 49 lb Blake Werkema, 4/6 

Hawks
...continued from page 10

5th Place and 135 lb Anthony Brew took 6th Place. 
“We travelled over 150 miles to introduce ourselves to the 

wrestlers of Metro Detroit. We impressed them with our style and 
earned their respect with our grit and determination. The tourna-
ment style was unique and was run very smoothly by WWT. The 
Red Hawks represented our team and our community, like the true 
gentleman they were raised to be,” said Head Coach Nick Emery.

more than a 40-point lead going into the next round. They scored 
249.6 in Round 3, bringing their score to 587.6, and securing their 
first place finish. 

The Varsity team took the mat competing against six oth-
er teams and a fight to bring home another first place finish. In 
Round 1 they earned a score of 227.9 points, taking the lead with 
less than a 2-point difference. They kept their lead in Round 2, 
with an additional 224.08 point, bringing their subtotal to 451.98 
and a difference between first and second place of more than 20 
points. Round 3 earned them a score of 309.3, for a total score of 
761.28—the girls’ highest scores of the season and a 40-point lead 
over the second place team.

Cedar Springs JV and Varsity will be at West Catholic Friday 
January 20th at 5 p.m. and on January 25, Cedar Springs will host 
the next conference meet at Cedar Springs High school at 6 p.m.

Come out and show your support for these coaches and athletes 
as they fight their way to conference champs!

Rickers
...continued from page 10

Prize
...continued from page 9

age group. 
“When you are in the sport for so long, you have your ‘wrestling 

family’ on the weekends. Support for this family has been coming 
from several other wrestling programs. It makes me proud to be a 
part such an amazing group of caring people,” said Head Coach 
Dave Andrus.
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LEgaL 
NOTICES

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

January 10, 2017.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou 
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none.
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; KCI as-
sessment mailing; School of Choice Proclama-
tion; FD valve purchase; Appointment to ZBA; 
Work Order for 21 Mile Road Engineering; FF 
MFR Course; Policy for MFR training payment; 
Update Accounting programs.
Failed:  none.
no action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment:  8:24 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  January 17, 2016
 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Public noTice
noTice oF Public HeARinG
PleASe be ADViSeD that Solon Township will 
hold a public hearing to solicit public comments on 
the award and allocation of Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds at Solon Township 
Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue, Cedar Springs, MI on 
February 14, 2017 at 7:30 pm. 

For Program Year 2017-2018, the award from Kent 
County is estimated at $18,289.  Funding levels 
and proposed projects, such as road improvements 
and blight removal, will be considered.

All interested parties are invited to attend the public 
hearing or provide written comments to Mary Lou 
Poulsen, Solon Township Clerk, 15185 Algoma Ave 
NE, Cedar Springs, MI  49319.  For further infor-
mation, contact Robert Ellick, Solon Township Su-
pervisor.

Dated: Jan. 19, 2017 Mary Lou Poulsen, 
Solon Township Clerk

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, January 10, 2017
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, Mahoney and 
Armstrong
Absent: Austin 

Board action approved: Resolution 2017-
001 to accept CDBG funds for 2017-2018; 
Resolution 2017-002 to use CDBG funds for Arbor 
Circle; Resolution 2017-003 Supervisor salary; 
Resolution 2017-004 Clerk salary; Resolution 
2017-005 Treasurer salary; Resolution 2017-006 
Trustee’s salary; Resolution 2017-007 Poverty 
Exemption Income Guidelines and Asset Test; 
Amended general fund Election 191-726 and 
Drains at large 445-400; Budget workshop 
Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 5:30 PM; IRS 
business mileage rate; Mining operation renewal 
for Barczewski; Approved Pro Autoworks salvage 
2017 license with conditions; Appointment John 
Wier to the planning commission;  Approved 
rescheduling April’s board meeting to April 4th; 
Approved board and employees to attend MTA 
conference; Tabled the Financial policy; Approved 
increased office hours.

Discussed: Nelson Township Fire Millage; Library 
maintenance; Staff meetings; Township website.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: Jan. 19, 2017 Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Notice of Public 
Review PeRiod

NOTICE is hereby given that as of January 19, 
2017, the 2016-2021 Cedar Springs Area Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan has been made 
available for review at the Cedar Springs Public 
Library, 43 West Cherry Street, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319; Cedar Springs City Hall, 66 South Main 
Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319; and, on the Cedar 
Springs Area Parks and Recreation website at 
http://www.csaparksandrec.com. This document 
will be available for public comment for a period 
of 30 days. Comments can be sent in writing to 
Cedar Springs Area Parks and Recreation, 204 E 
Muskegon, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or by email 
to director@csaparksandrec.com.

Dated: January 19, 2017

InvItatIon to BId
Project: Sparta area Schools
 Appleview and Ridgeview Elementary 
 Renovations and Additions

owner: Sparta area Schools
 465 S. Union Street 
 Sparta, MI 49345

architect/Engineer:
 GMB 
 85 East Eighth Street, Suite 200 
 Holland, MI 49423

Construction Manager:
 the Christman Company
 634 Front Avenue NW, Suite 500
 Grand Rapids, MI 49504-5355
 616-454-4454

Sparta Area Schools is seeking proposals for 
renovations and additions to Appleview and 
Ridgeview Elementary schools.  The work will be 
completed in the summer of 2017.

Sealed proposals for all work categories as described 
in the Project Manual for the above project will be 
received no later than Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at 
2:00 PM.  Late proposals will not be considered or 
accepted.  Proposals should be addressed to Pat 
Zawacki, Project Manager, and delivered to Sparta 
Area Schools – Administration Building, 465 South 
Union Street, Sparta, MI 49345 All proposals will 
be publically opened at the Administration Building 
immediately following.

Duplicate proposals shall be submitted to the 
Construction Manager at the above address on the 
proposal form provided, in a sealed envelope clearly 
marked WORK CATEGORY NO. _________ , and 
shall be identified with the project name and the 
bidder’s name and address.

All contractors bidding on work must be bondable 
and must include in their bid the cost for furnishing a 
Co-Obligee Labor and Material Payment Bond and 
a Co-Obligee Performance Bond.  On the proposal 
form the contractor will identify a cost to be deducted 
from their bid should bonds not be required.

There will be a pre-bid conference at Appleview 
Elementary Media Center, 240 E. Spartan Drive, 
Sparta MI on Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 4:00 
PM conducted by the Construction Manager. It is 
strongly recommended that contractors attend the 
pre-bid conference.  

Contract documents may be obtained Tuesday, 
January 17, 2017, at GMB’s Office, 85 East Eighth 
Street, Suite 200, Holland, MI 49423 once the bidder 
is registered on GMB’s plan command website.  
In addition, plans can be ordered and obtained 
electronically from GMB’s Plan Command Website 
(instructions for their website are at the end of this 
section).  

All questions are to be directed to the Construction 
Manager.  No direct contact with the Owner or 
Architect is requested.

Each Proposal shall be accompanied by a certified 
check, cashiers’ check, money order, or bid bond 
made payable to The Christman Company in an 
amount not less than five percent (5%) of the base 
bid as a bid security.  The Bid Security of Bidders 
under consideration will be returned immediately 
after award of contracts by the Construction 
Manager.  The amount of the guarantee shall be 
forfeited to the Owner if the successful Bidder fails to 
enter into a contract and furnish required bonds and 
insurance within 30 days after award of contracts.

Each Proposal shall be accompanied by a sworn 
and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship that exists between the owner or any 
employee of the bidder and any member of the 
Board or the Superintendent of the school district.  

Bidders must certify that they are not an “Iran-linked” 
business.  

All proposals submitted shall remain valid for a period 
of sixty (60) days after the bid date.  The Owner, 
Architect and Construction Manager reserves the 
right to waive any irregularities, reject any or all 
proposals, or accept any proposal, which, in their 
opinion, will serve their best interest.

Dated: January 12, 2017



Elma– Hound Mix
I am a 10 year old 
hound mix that 
was transferred 
from another an-
imal shelter to 
Humane Society 
of West Michigan, 
making my his-
tory a mystery. I 
would do well in a 
respectful home, 
with older chil-
dren, and no cats. Animals age 7 years and older 
have their adoption fees waived due to generous 
grant funding! Please come meet me at Humane 
Society of West Michigan!

Pudge – Male Domestic Short Hair
I’m sweet 10 
year old cat 
who loves to 
snuggle up in 
small spaces 
for naps! I 
have a lot of 
love to give 
and would 

do well in a relaxed home. Animals age 7 years 
and older have their adoption fees waived due to 
generous grant funding. 
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Lost • Found • Free 

Animal Ads

are FREE 

in The POsT
696-3655

lost AND 
fouND

Critter
CorNer

Award

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AuCtioN

CLASSiFiEDS
ANiMAL LOST/FOuND ADS ArE FrEE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, Mi 49319

– 696-3655 –

HoMes 
for sAle

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 453-
8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,  

just ½ mile north of  Three Mile Road during 
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEkserviCes

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

storAge

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H
P   STThe

C
la

ss
ifi

e
d
s 

 W
o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

ApArtMeNts 
for reNt

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE 

616-893-6138
• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow Plowing
• Sidewalk Shoveling
• De-icing

GOT 
mONEy?
Make Easy Money by 

becoming a Sales Rep for 
The Cedar Springs POST

• Flexible Hours

• Great commission rate

• no nights or Weekends

• no long distance driving
Send resumes to 

sales@cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple St./P.O. Box 370 | Cedar Springs
Ph: 616.696.3655 | classifieds@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

New 2016 Home

13665 Safflower Lane

ClAsses 
AND lessoNs

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

JANUARY SpECIAL:
SECoND moNth 

FREE
on all size units

Piano Lessons: Cedar Springs 
Area! I have 4 lesson spots 
available for this semester! 
If interested, please contact 
Michelle at 616-550-6615. #2,3p

Essential Oils 101 Class: Enjoy 
a fresh muffin and learn the 
basics of essential oils and how 
to incorporate them into your 
life. Main Street Restaurant, 
151 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, 
January 25th from 10 – 11 am. 
616-799-2818. #3p

Found: Walmart gift card found 
on January 2nd by Dollar General 
in Cedar Springs. Call 616-337-
1673 to identify. #1

ApArtment 
communities 
by GArdner 

mAnAGement 
Lexington woods 

apartments
Free heat, water 

and trash removal 
rent is bAsed 

on income
1 and 2 bedrooms also 

barrier free units available.

this institution is an equal 
opportunity provider.

“esta institución es un 
proveedor de servicios 

con igualdad de
oportunidades.”

call (231) 893-2739 
or visit our website

www.lexingtonwoodsapts.com
tdd/tty 711

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Cat, gray/black tiger 
striped. Found January 10th in 
the area of Muskegon and Grant 
St. Call 616-717-3610. #2

Free: Kittens – 6 kittens, about 
10 weeks old, weaned and litter 
box trained, mousers. Also, 
adult female cat (not mom), 2 
years old. Good mouser. All 
these cats are used to dogs. 
616-255-4367. #2 Adoption speciAl: Adoption fee is reduced to 

$75 through 1/29/17 on adult dogs (5 months & older).
As always, all animals 7 years and older have their 
adoption fees waived due to generous grant funding. 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open 
Tuesday-Friday 12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4. 



2016 Xmas Bird Count Totals
Table 1  Grand Rapids Audubon Christmas Bird Count
Bird Species  Total
Canada Goose  1298 
Mute Swan  94 
Wood Duck 2
Mallard/Black hybrid  1
Green-winged Teal  2
Canvasback  6
Redhead  1
Bufflehead  1
Common Goldeneye  66
Duck sp.  18
Hooded Merganser  3
Common Merganser  34
Wild Turkey  68 
Great Blue Heron  3
Bald Eagle  5
Sharp-shinned Hawk  2
Cooper’s Hawk 5
Red-shouldered Hawk  1
Red-tailed Hawk  21
Killdeer  1
Ring-billed Gull 5
Herring Gull  8
Gull sp.  2
Rock Pigeon  262
Mourning Dove  94
Belted Kingfisher  6
Red-bellied Woodpecker  53
Downy Woodpecker  126
Hairy Woodpecker  31
Northern Flicker  9
Pileated Woodpecker  8
American Kestrel  6
Northern Shrike  1
Blue Jay  254

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Chasing Birds
Grand Rapids Audubon Club 2016 Christmas Bird Count, 
Kent County Center at 2 Mile & Honey Creek Roads 
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Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

• Repairs 
• Texturing
• Basement Finishing
• Garage Finishing
• Additions

FRee esTimATes!
Call us today!

(616) 439-3050 www.staaldrywall.com

outdoors

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
       Guest Speakers Chad & James Hampton from Huntin' the Truth Ministries                                       
                                & Twin Factor, an outdoor reality TV mini-series. 

It's a Sportsman's Dinner for the Whole Family 
 

Saturday, January 28th @ 6 PM 
 

A silent auction will take place benefiting Alpha Family Center.   
 Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for kids 12 & under, and kids 5 and under eat free! 

Order your tickets @ https://scwchurch.cloverdonations.com/eventpayment/ 
 

The church is located at 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs, MI  49319    www.scwchurch.com    616.696.3229 

Guest Speakers Chad & James Hampton from Huntin’ the Truth Ministries 
& Twin Factor, an outdoor reality TV mini-series.

It’s a Sportsman’s Dinner for the Whole Family 
 

Saturday, January 28th @ 6 PM
A silent auction will take place benefiting Alpha Family Center.   

 Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for kids 12 & under, and kids 5 and under eat free! 
Order your tickets @ https://scwchurch.cloverdonations.com/eventpayment/

The church is located at 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs, MI  49319      
www.scwchurch.com  |  616.696.3229

Elk hunting season recap – 2016

Fifty-nine species of birds were seen (Table 
1) by forty-three traveling observers and 1 bird 
feeder watcher on 31 Dec 2016. A Rough-
legged Hawk, Great Horned Owls, and Barred 
Owl were additional species recorded during 
count week. Count week is the three days be-
fore and after count day. Count week species 
are reported separately from count day species 
totals and numbers are not reported.

Total individuals sighted was 9342 and was 
almost 2000 less than last year’s but was sim-
ilar with two years ago. Travel conditions and 
weather were good for field exploration. Most-
ly frozen still water helped concentrate water-
fowl but flowing water was mostly open. 

Weather conditions were 100% cloudy. Tem-
peratures were between 33 and 39 F. Winds 
0-15 mph with gusts to 30 from the west. Snow 
cover was 1-4 inches. 

We totaled 76.75 hours in vehicles traveling 

673 miles. 19.5 hours was spent on foot cov-
ering 17.25 miles and 5.5 hours at feeders. A 
combined total of 690.25 miles were on foot 
and driving. Groups totaled 199.75 hours of 
daytime birding. There were 15 birding parties 
in the morning and 10 in the afternoon with 
one feeder watcher recording. To count birds at 
feeders one counts the most seen for each spe-
cies at any one time during observation time.  

Wittenbach/Wege Agri-science and Envi-
ronmental Education Center (WWC) co-host-
ed and we appreciate use of the facility. We en-
courage everyone to visit and enjoy the WWC 
grounds and to support their community pro-
grams. 

Natural history questions or topic sugges-
tions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Muel-
ler) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Bird Species  Total
American Crow  558
Horned Lark  28
Black-capped Chickadee  523
Tufted Titmouse  156
Red-breasted Nuthatch  8
White-breasted Nuthatch  144
Brown Creeper  5
Carolina Wren  4
Golden-crowned Kinglet 2
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  3
Eastern Bluebird  125
American Robin  133
European Starling  2356
Cedar Waxwing  712
Snow Bunting  1
Yellow-rumped Warbler  1
American Tree Sparrow  66
Song Sparrow  11
Swamp Sparrow  2
White-Throated Sparrow  1
Dark-eyed Junco  325
Northern Cardinal  180
Purple Finch  1
House Finch  118
Pine Siskin  56
American Goldfinch  300
House Sparrow  516

Total Species  59
Total individuals  9342
Plus 3 Count Week Species
Rough-legged Hawk
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl

Date: 31 Dec 2016

David Bowman of North Branch harvested a dream bull elk during Michigan’s December elk hunt. Photo 
courtesy Toby Parker. 

Michigan’s latest elk 
hunting season, considered 
the late or December hunt, 
is complete, and prelimi-
nary hunting results are in. 
A total of 100 state licenses 
were available—30 any-elk 
and 70 antlerless-only li-
censes.

“Fortunately, because of 
the nature of our elk sea-
son, we are really able to 
work closely with hunt-
ers,” said Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife 
biologist Shelby Hiestand. 
“The December hunt had a 
92-percent success rate for 
our state hunters, which is 
great.”

During the nine-day hunt 
period, running Dec. 10-
18, 54 cows, 29 bulls and 
nine calves were harvest-
ed. Weather was favorable, 
with some snowfall just 
before the season making it 
easier to track and see an-
imals within the elk hunt 
unit. The December season 
allows hunters to take an elk 
within any elk management 

hunting unit, maximizing 
the 10-county hunting unit 
at the “tip of the mitt” of 
northern Michigan.

The earlier elk hunt peri-
od, which ran from late Au-
gust to early October for 12 
days, also had great hunter 
success, with 85 percent of 
state hunters able to harvest 
an elk.

“Regulated hunting is the 
most effective tool in man-
aging wildlife numbers,” 
said Hiestand. “We are able 
to efficiently and quickly 
get results in a very hands-
on and specific approach.”

Hunters are able to work 
with DNR staff members to 
find animals and landown-
ers in areas where there is 
a desire to have fewer elk.

“Elk are large animals 
that travel in herds, which 
means they can change 
an area quickly, with the 
amount of vegetation they 
can eat,” Hiestand said. 
“Our wildlife management 
goals are always to balance 
the numbers of animals 

with the habitat that’s avail-
able.”

Elk population estimates 
are derived from aerial elk 
surveys, which in recent 
survey years showed pop-
ulation estimates exceeding 
the stated elk management 
plan goals of 500 to 900 
elk. As a result, the 2016 
elk license quotas were 
increased from the pri-
or hunting season and the 
elk survey frequency will 
be increased. Aerial elk 
flights will begin this week 
if weather allows for good 
flight and visibility.

“Michigan’s current elk 
population is a historical 
feat in wildlife manage-
ment,” said Hiestand. “The 
elk hunt is just one more 
way many people’s lives 
are touched by elk, which is 
pretty special.”

To learn more about elk, 
and for locations with the 
best chances for viewing 
elk in northern Michigan in 
the summer or fall, visit mi.
gov/elk.  

outdoors
is online at 

www.cedarspringspost.com

outdoors
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Hot Dog or 
Hamburger 
Buns 8ct

FARM FRESH 
PRODUCE

QUALITY FRESH MEATS
• Cut fresh in stores every day • Comes in a wide variety of hand-selected cuts

• USDA choice beef, Grade A poultry, and USDA inspected natural pork

 “Best Prices in Town” 

 We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

Cedar Springs, MI
14301 White Creek Ave NE 

(616) 696-5212

Sale prices good Thursday, January 19 through Wednesday, January 25, 2017

© December 2013 Moran Foods, LLC.  All rights reserved.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed on back. Not all items available in all stores. Not responsible for typographical errors. 1213FOM

129
lb

179
lb 599

ea

39¢
lb

2
for

$3

149
lb

Roma
Tomatoes
Tomates roma

Spiral Half 
Ham
Jamón

Bell 
Peppers
Pimientos

Simmons 
Boneless 
Wyngz
Honey BBQ 
or Buffalo 
Alas de pollo sin hueso

Cabbage
Col

Hillbilly
Bread
20 oz
Aunt Millie’s Seeded 
Italian Bread, 24 oz: 2 for $3

Frozen 
Bone-In 
Honeysuckle 
Turkey Breast
Pechuga de pavo con hueso

299
ea 219

ea 499
ea 279

ea
3
for
$5 199

ea
Hickory Springs
Sliced Bacon
12 oz
Tocineta

Farmington
Roll Sausage
16 oz, Hot or Mild
Chorizo de cerdo

Shaner’s 
Chicken Strips 
or Tenders
18-28 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Tiras de pollo

Fairgrounds
Sliced Lunchmeat
14 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Jamones y embutidos

Oscar Mayer
Wieners or Bologna
16 oz
Salchichas o mortadela

Farmington
Smoked Sausage
13-14 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Salchicha ahumada

lb
bag2

Idaho
Potatoes
Papas Idaho, 
bolsa de 10 libras

Fresh Boneless
Skinless 
Chicken Breast
Pechuga de pollo 
sin hueso

179
lb

10lb
bag

99¢
ea

lb
bag2 299

lb

99¢
lb

4
for
$5

Fresh 
Ground 
Chuck
Carne molida fresca

Whole
Chickens
Pollo entero

2 Liter Coke 
Products
Assorted Varieties,
Plus Deposit 
Where Required

Fresh 
Boneless Beef 
Chuck Roast
Family Pack Fresh 
Boneless Beef Chuck Steak: $3.99 lb 
Trozo de diesmillo de res sin hueso

23776 - BI 23776 - BI
All prices effective Sunday, December 1st to Saturday, December 14th Precios válidos del Domingo 1 de Diciembre al Sábado 14 de Diciembre

249
lb249

ea

49¢
ea

349
lb

299
ea

179
lb

Pork Spare 
Ribs
Previously Frozen
St. Louis Ribs, 
Previously Frozen: $2.49 lb
Costillas de cerdo

Mixed
Pork Chips
Chuletas de cerdo 
seleccionadas

Save-A-Lot® 
Gallon 
Chocolate
Milk

Family 
Pack

Family 
Pack

Carrots
Zanahorias

Everyday

Everyday

Save-A-Lot®

Gallon Milk

229
ea

Everyday!

Eastern & 28th St 

Store Under 

New 
Management!

Amazing quality. Fantastic prices. 
Satisfaction guaranteed.

La más alta calidad. Precios increíblemente bajos. 
Satisfacción garantizada.

holidaysavings... Ahorros
Navideños

Hours: Sun 8am-8pm 
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm 

We NOW accept 
Apple Pay and Google Pay

and gladly accept EBT, WIC, 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover

299
ea

Fresh 
Cauliflower 

Dole Sliced 
Portobello 
Mushrooms 

T-Bone 
Steaks

399
/lb

Ribeye 
Steaks 

499
/lb

Fresh 
Green Peppers

299
ea

179
ea

Family 
Pack

197
ea

199
ea

2/$5

49¢
ea

Fresh Mini 
Watermelons

2/$5
Biggins 
Potatoes

lb
bag8

•  Comes directly from the fields to us, so 
you get fresher food at lower prices.

• Is grown by certified farmers.

•  Passes strict quality assurance measures 
before arriving at stores.

Family 
Pack

Porter House 
Steaks

429
/lb

Family 
Pack

Chicken 
Drumsticks 
(Frozen)

59¢
/lb

Coburn Farms 
30ct Eggs 

*Equivalent to 
79¢ a dozen 79¢

ea

Banquet 
Pot Pies 
Assorted Varieties, 7oz

Wylwood 
Stir Fry 
Vegetables 
16oz

Crystal 2.0 
Water Save-A-Lot 

2 Liters
Assorted Varieties

**Available starting on 
Friday, January 20**

79¢
ea179

ea

Fairgrounds 
Meat Hot Dogs 
12oz

Soft n Good White Bread 

Aunt Millie’s Honey 

2/$3 99¢
ea

“Twin Pack” 48oz

249
ea

HoT 
PRiCE!

A1 Steak 
Sauce 
10oz

299
ea

Coburn Farms 
American 
Singles 
12oz 149

ea

America’s Choice 
Marinades

129
ea

Lemon Pepper, 
Herb & Garlic, 
Steak & Chop 
12oz

So-Cheezy Shells & 
Cheddar or Deluxe 
Mac & Cheese 

12-14oz

32pk


