
Man sentenced 
in crash 
that killed 
2-year-old

A Howard 
City man was 
ordered to 
spend 20 days 
in jail and two 
years on proba-
tion as the re-
sult of an acci-
dent that killed 
a two-year-old 
boy.

John Gilbert 
Heeringa was 

sentenced Friday, January 10 on the charge 
of moving violation causing death, a mis-
demeanor.

The crash occurred in Nelson Township 
on June 25. Paula Zuniga, 33, was traveling 
westbound on 17 Mile in a red Ford Explor-
er with her three children about 10:15 a.m., 
when the gray Ford F150 that Heeringa was 
driving northbound on Myers Lake Avenue 
ran the stop sign and hit Zuniga’s vehicle. 
Two-year-old Oscar was ejected from his 
car seat and died at the scene. Three-year-
old Alex Salgado was transported to the 
hospital with serious head injuries, and 
both one-year-old Gretta Salgado and Pau-
la Zuniga were transported to the hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries.

Heeringa may have been distracted by his 
dog, which was in the cab of the truck. 

Sand Lake woman charged in fatal accident
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A driver going too fast on a 
country road has been charged 
in an accident that killed two 
people and seriously injured two 
others.

Kristy Lynn Beemer, 28, of 
Sand Lake, is charged with a 
moving violation causing death, 
a one-year misdemeanor, for the 
accident that occurred at Ce-
dar Springs Avenue and Egner, 
Wednesday evening, October 16. 

A 2008 Ford Taurus was east-
bound on Egner and stopped at the 
stop sign at Cedar Springs Avenue 
about 6:22 p.m. The driver attempt-
ed to turn north on Cedar Springs 
Avenue and collided with Beemer’s 
2008 Saturn that was southbound.

The backseat passenger in the 
Taurus, Kathleen Fernn Bitely, 88, 
of Bailey was pronounced dead at 
the scene. The front seat passenger, 
Herbert Donald Smith, 92, from 

Twin Lakes, was transported to the 
hospital where he later died of his 
injuries. 

Beemer was also charged with a 
moving violation causing serious in-
jury to her front seat passenger, Mi-
chael McBride, 30 of Sand Lake, and 
his five-year-old daughter, who suf-
fered two broken legs.

According to Kent County Under-
sheriff Jon Hess, a witness had said 
that Beemer was moving at a high 

2013 Best Lips winner, Leah Almy

It’s almost Valentine’s Day, and that 
means it’s time for some fun at the Post. 
As always, we want to know who has the 
most luscious lips in Cedar Springs—male 
or female! Show us your lips by entering 
our 21st annual “Best Lips” contest by Feb-
ruary 3. We’re going to let YOU—the read-
ers—decide who wins! We will print the 
finalists in our paper on Thursday, February 
6. Then readers will go online to our web-
site to vote for who they think should win. 
Winners will be announced in our February 
13 edition. See details on page 7.

rate of speed, and that a “black box” inside 
the car confirmed it. “There is something in 
the car, kind of like a black box in a plane, 
that will tell you how fast the car was going 
when the air bags deployed,” explained Hess. 
“It was considerably higher than 55.”

Beemer is free on $100 bond. Kristy Lynn Beemer

John Gilbert Heeringa

How do I get healthcare 
under the Affordable Care Act?

By Judy reed

Rhetoric. Sound bites. Pages 
upon pages of rules and exemp-
tions. A website not quite up to 
par. And not much useful infor-
mation printed for those who 
need healthcare under the Af-
fordable Care Act. So many peo-
ple just want to know, how do I 
get healthcare? Where do I go, 
what do I do, and how much is it 
going to cost?

The Basics
Starting in 2014, every individ-

ual in the United States of Amer-
ica is required to have some min-
imum essential health insurance 
coverage or pay a tax penalty 
when you do your taxes for that 
year.

The deadline to acquire cover-
age is March 31, 2014. 

There are six ways to meet the 
minimum essential coverage:

1. Being insured through your 
employer or your spouse’s em-
ployer. 

2. Being insured on your par-
ent’s policy. Children can remain 
on their parent’s policy until age 
26 regardless of whether they 
are working, in school, single or 
married. However, if that child 
has a baby of his own, that baby 
is not covered on the grandpar-
ent’s policy.

3. Enrollment in another gov-
ernment health program such 

as Medicare, Tricare, or a Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) or Michigan’s MiChild.

4. Being eligible for coverage 
under Medicaid due to expan-
sion of coverage to people with 
income up to 133 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level. 

5. Purchasing healthcare 
through the Exchange or Market-
place at healthcare.gov. 

6. Purchasing healthcare in-
surance from a company in the 
individual market. 

How to find out what you are 
eligible for

If numbers one through three 
do not apply to you, you will 
want to see if you are eligible 
for subsidies to help pay for in-
surance. The only way to do that 
is by applying at healthcare.gov. 
You can do that one of two ways: 
either try to navigate it yourself, 
or contact a registered agent who 
will do the work for you at no 
charge.

“You will pay the same amount 
either way. You are paying for an 
agent, even if you don’t use one,” 
explained Gabrielle Warner, of 
Innovative Solutions Agency, 
Inc. Warner is a Chartered Bene-
fits Consultant, and Marketplace 
and SHOP registered agent. 

An agent will be your advocate 
and guide throughout the pro-
cess, and can track where your 
application is at all times. 

An agent will take you through 
the healthcare.gov application 
process to see if you are eligi-
ble for subsidies to offset health 
insurance premiums. You will 
see one of three possible results: 
your income is low enough that 
you will best benefit by expand-
ed Medicaid, which starts in 
April 2014; you are eligible for 
subsidies; or you make too much 
money. 

If you are eligible for subsi-
dies, then the agent will help you 
choose a plan through the three 
insurance companies in Michi-
gan’s exchange or marketplace. 
If you are not eligible for subsi-
dies, the agent will help you to 
purchase insurance from a com-
pany on the individual market.

To find a registered agent to 
take you through the process, 
go to www.wmahu.org. On the 
left side, scroll down to “find an 
agent.” Put in your zip code and 
choose “50 mile radius” in the 
drop down box. Go further down 
the page and mark Michigan in 
the section titles “Certified to sell 
health insurance exchange mar-
ketplace coverage.” Twenty or so 
random agents will come up.

What if I don’t buy insur-
ance?

In 2014, the penalty for not 
having insurance is $95 per per-
son, or 1 percent of your income, 
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Tax Time Tips

Time to 
pucker up!
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89¢
ea

89¢
ea

99¢
ea

4
for
$5

Hargis House 
Sloppy Joe 
Sauce
15 oz

Head
Lettuce
Lechuga

Grissom’s
Hamburger Buns

2 Liter
Coke Products
Assorted Varieties,
Plus Deposit Where Required

2
for
$5

169
ea

Hickory 
Springs
Sliced Bacon
12 oz
Tocineta

Russet 
Potatoes 
Papas

149
ea 139

ea 199
lb 199

ea

Vine Ripe
Tomatoes
Tomates

Yellow
Onions
Cebollas amarillas

Red 
Seedless 
Grapes
Uvas rojas 
sin semillas

Red, Gold, 
Rome or 
McIntosh 
Apples
Manzanas

499
ea 269

ea 279
ea 499

ea
Sugardale 
Sliced Ham 
or Turkey
24-32 oz
Jamones y embutidos

Buddig
Premium Tubs
7-9 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Jamones y embutidos

Port Side Breaded Fish 
Sticks, Fish Fillets, 
Battered Fish Fillets or 
Beer Battered Fillets
19-24 oz
Empanizado de pescado

Fairgrounds Corn Dog 
or Morning Delight 
Pancake & Sausage 
on a Stick 
40 oz, 15 ct Corn Dog 
or 25 oz Pancake & Sausage
Panqueque y salchicha o banderillas

799
ea

Pilgrim’s Pride 
Blazin’ Wings
3 lb Bag
Alitas picantes de pollo

599
ea

Holten Meats
Seasoned Patties
32 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Hamburguesas de carne 

Pack
4 lb

bag3

lb
bag2

lb
bag1.5

lb
bag3

299
ea 279

lb

Primo
Bratwurst or 
Italian Sausage
19 oz, Assorted Varieties
Salchicha estilo Alemàn o Italiano

Pork Loin 
Back Ribs
Previously Frozen
Costillas tiernas de cerdo 249

lb

Ball Tip 
Steaks
Bistec de milanesa de res

Marinated 
Pork Sirloin 
Roast
Garlic & Herb
Solomillo de cerdo marinado asado Family 

Pack

73% Lean Fresh
Hamburger
Carne molida

lb
bag5

Family 
Pack

Quality meat
produce

& more

every day! Ahorra hasta un 
40% todos los días! 

23776 - BI

399
lb

23776 - BI

199
lb

All prices effective Sunday, January 12th to Saturday, January 25th Precios válidos del Domingo 12 de Enero al Sábado 25 de Enero

299
lb

Fresh 
Boneless 
Beef Bottom 
Round Roast
Trozo de pierna 
de res sin hueso

199
lb

Tyson
Wings
Alitas de pollo

399
ea

Mixed
Fruit
Fruta mezclada

lb
bag4
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www.facebook.com/CedarSpringsSaveALot
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Plus Deposit Where Required

2
for
$5

169
ea

Hickory 
Springs
Sliced Bacon
12 oz
Tocineta

Russet 
Potatoes 
Papas

149
ea 139

ea 199
lb 199

ea

Vine Ripe
Tomatoes
Tomates

Yellow
Onions
Cebollas amarillas

Red 
Seedless 
Grapes
Uvas rojas 
sin semillas

Red, Gold, 
Rome or 
McIntosh 
Apples
Manzanas

499
ea 269

ea 279
ea 499

ea
Sugardale 
Sliced Ham 
or Turkey
24-32 oz
Jamones y embutidos

Buddig
Premium Tubs
7-9 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Jamones y embutidos

Port Side Breaded Fish 
Sticks, Fish Fillets, 
Battered Fish Fillets or 
Beer Battered Fillets
19-24 oz
Empanizado de pescado

Fairgrounds Corn Dog 
or Morning Delight 
Pancake & Sausage 
on a Stick 
40 oz, 15 ct Corn Dog 
or 25 oz Pancake & Sausage
Panqueque y salchicha o banderillas

799
ea

Pilgrim’s Pride 
Blazin’ Wings
3 lb Bag
Alitas picantes de pollo

599
ea

Holten Meats
Seasoned Patties
32 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Hamburguesas de carne 

Pack
4 lb

bag3

lb
bag2

lb
bag1.5

lb
bag3

299
ea 279

lb

Primo
Bratwurst or 
Italian Sausage
19 oz, Assorted Varieties
Salchicha estilo Alemàn o Italiano

Pork Loin 
Back Ribs
Previously Frozen
Costillas tiernas de cerdo 249

lb

Ball Tip 
Steaks
Bistec de milanesa de res

Marinated 
Pork Sirloin 
Roast
Garlic & Herb
Solomillo de cerdo marinado asado Family 

Pack

73% Lean Fresh
Hamburger
Carne molida

lb
bag5

Family 
Pack

Quality meat
produce

& more

every day! Ahorra hasta un 
40% todos los días! 

23776 - BI

399
lb

23776 - BI

199
lb

All prices effective Sunday, January 12th to Saturday, January 25th Precios válidos del Domingo 12 de Enero al Sábado 25 de Enero

299
lb

Fresh 
Boneless 
Beef Bottom 
Round Roast
Trozo de pierna 
de res sin hueso

199
lb

Tyson
Wings
Alitas de pollo

399
ea

Mixed
Fruit
Fruta mezclada

lb
bag4

2000 Dodge Intrepid V6, FWD, PW/PLs, Runs Good ............................................. $1,995
1997 Ford Conversion Van Loaded, Runs Great! ............................................... $2,995
1999 Chevy Monte Carlo V6, 140K, PW, PL, good tires! ..................................... $2,995
2006 Ford Taurus SEL Higher Miles, Clean! ........................................................... $2,995
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 Cyl., 150k  .................................................. $3,995
2004 Ford Taurus SES 120K, Clean, PW/PLs, Alloys, CD  ........................................ $3,995
2003 Pontiac Grand Am GT V6, Alloys, 2dr  ...................................................... $4,495
2004 Chevy Tahoe LT Leather, DVD, 4x4 ................................................................ $5,995
2003 Chevy Silverado 4x4, Ext Cab, V*, PW/PLs, clean!  ....................................... $6,995
2006 Chevy Malibu Maxx - V6 .......................................................................... $7,495
2007 Volkswagon Jetta  Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice!  ................................. $7,995
2009 Pontiac G6  1 owner! CLEAN! ........................................................................... $8,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean! ...................................................................... $11,495
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K! .......................................................................... $11,995
2010 Chevy Malibu PW, PL, NICE, 90K! ............................................................... $11,995
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
2012 Jeep Patriot  AWD, Loaded, 1 owner, CLEAN! ............................................. $14,495
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLy LOADED!.................... New Lower Price $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995 
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $21,995
2013 Dodge Challenger SXT 14K, Like New! ................................................ $21,995
2008 Chevrolet Avalanche LTZ 80K, Leather, 20s NAV, Loaded! Calif. Truck ..... $26,995

12771 Northland Drive | Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Buy • Sell • Trade

Owned & 
Operated by 

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web
www.cedarcarco.com

Over 100 
vehicleS
 in STOck

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

•  Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
•  Name Brand Health & Beauty 

Aids
•  Over the Counter Medications
•  Food & Snacks
•  Gloves
•  Tarps

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

•  Hardware
•  Household Cleaning & Paper 

Products
•  Gift Items
•  Shop & Garage Equipment
•  Name Brand Closeouts - 
 Inventory Constantly Changing

616-696-9716

New recall 
petitions filed

New petitions were filed last Friday, January 10, with 
Kent County, to recall Cedar Springs City Councilors Pa-
tricia Troost and Ashley Bremmer. 

Resident Mark Laws filed the new petitions after the lan-
guage on two previous petitions was rejected at a clarity/
factual hearing on December 31. Elections Director Su-
san deStiguer said that none of the three on the committee 
thought the petition held any facts.

A clarity/factual hearing has been set on the new peti-
tions for January 29, at 8 a.m.

The new language (reason for recall) reads:
“1) On July 11, 2013 the city council motioned and 

supported to adjourn to a closed session and then ad-
journed. The Open Meetings Act 267, 15.267, 8A allows a 
closed session if the named person requests a closed hear-
ing. No such request was made. 

2) City council has a protocol in place requiring any 
change of import to be on agenda for public input and com-
ment before it can be acted on by council in a following 
meeting. Former council member Merlington wrote this 
protocol. The new logo that was approved in November 
2013 council meeting was not presented to the public for 
input or comments.”

The first reason applies to a council meeting where then 
Mayor Bob Truesdale was allegedly taken into closed ses-
sion without asking for one and then verbally lambasted by 
other council members. The second reason has to do with 
the process of adopting the new logo.

Phony court case emails 
carry computer virus

If you have recently received an email telling you that you are 
involved in a court case and you don’t know anything about it, 
chances are it’s a scam. And you don’t want to open the attach-
ment or links.

According to an alert by the U.S. Courts, the federal judiciary 
has learned of an email scam, in which emails supposedly coming 
from federal and state courts are infecting recipients with comput-
er viruses.

According to the Security Operations Center of the Admin-
istrative Office of the U.S. Courts, the emails are instructing re-
cipients to report to a hearing on a specified day and time. The 
emails also instruct recipients to review an attached document for 
detailed case information. When the attachments or links in the 
email are opened, a malicious program is launched that infects 
the recipient’s computer. Several state courts have reported similar 
schemes, and also are warning the public about potential viruses.

Unless you are actively involved in a case in federal court and 
have consented to receive court notifications electronically, you 
generally will not be served 
with court documents electron-
ically.

If you receive an email re-
garding a federal court case or 
matter of which you are un-
aware, you should contact the 
federal court in your jurisdiction 
before opening any attachments 
or links. Use the court locator at 
http://www.uscourts.gov/court_
locator.aspx to find your court’s 
contact information.

The Cedar Springs 
Board of Education 
began input sessions 
this week from var-
ious groups in the 
community as they 
start their search for a 
new Superintendent.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Ron McDermed will 
retire in July, after 
serving 25 years in 
the district. He was 
hired as an elementary prin-
cipal in 1989, and served 
in that role until 1997, and 
then as associate superin-

tendent over curriculum 
until 2009, when he was 
chosen as Superintendent to 
replace outgoing Superin-
tendent Andy Booth.

The Board of Ed-
ucation voted to use 
the services of the 
Kent Intermediate 
School District, and 
consultant Mike 
Washburn, former 
Superintendent at 
Forest Hills Public 
Schools, to run the 
search.

The board met 
with community 
members prior to 
Monday night’s 
board meeting, and 
with several other 

groups this week at vari-
ous school buildings. They 
would like input from par-
ents, staff and community 

members in what they val-
ue in the Superintendent’s 
role. If you have not yet 
had a chance to attend one 
of these sessions, they will 
meet on January 20 with the 
Cedar Springs Education 
Association in Conference 
Room B at Hilltop at 6:30 
p.m., and again before the 
regular board meeting at 
6:30 p.m. on January 27. 

You can also email ques-
tions and input to the vari-
ous board members. Find 
the board members and 
their email addresses at 
http://www.csredhawks.
org/board-education/meet-
our-board-members

Superintendent Ron McDermed

Robert McCombs

Homicide - continues on page 15

Man rearrested in 
homicide case
Police still searching for murdered man’s 
wallet, backpack

One of two men original-
ly arrested in connection 
with a homicide in De-
cember and then released 
has been re-arrested in the 
case—this time for obstruc-
tion of justice.

A man driving on 16 Mile 
Road near Myers Lake Av-
enue saw what he thought 
was a dead deer in the snow 
off the side of the road 
Wednesday morning, De-
cember 18. After getting a 
closer look, he saw it was 
a body. 

The Medical Examin-
er’s office ruled the death 
of Steven Carl Day, 54, of 
Grand Rapids, as a homi-
cide. Shortly after, two men 
were arrested and charged 
with felony murder. They 
were both released after the 



Before and during 
the US Civil War, tens 
of thousands of slaves 
made their way out of 

slavery on what was nicknamed the Under-
ground Railroad. It was a secret escape from 
the Deep South. The slaves were assisted by 
people known as “conductors,” who trans-
ported their precious cargo by clandestine 
means, all the dangerous miles to freedom. 
And it was Ms. Harriet Tubman who was the 
greatest single conductor in the history of the 
Underground Railroad. 

An escaped slave herself, Tubman was re-
sponsible for leading nearly a thousand peo-
ple to freedom. And though she journeyed 
deep into slave territories many times with 
a huge bounty on her head, she was never 
caught. She said, “I did something most train 
conductors can’t never say. I never run my 
train off the track and I never lost a passen-
ger.” She credited her success to two things. 
First, she believed she was protected by 
God. And second, once a slave came into her 
custody, no matter how afraid or demoral-
ized that person might become, she never let 
them return to their chains. She would say to 
them, with all the resolve her five-foot frame 
could muster, “You will be free…or you will 
die.”

This has been the motto of freedom fight-

grandchildren, Mya, 
Rylan, Aubrey and Isaac; 
sister, Lois Goodell. The 
family will greet friends 
Saturday, January 25, 2014 
at 10:00 am until time of 
memorial service at 11:00 
am at Rockford Baptist 
Church, 221 Courtland 
St., Rockford. Pastor Larry 
D. Rowland officiating. A 
luncheon will follow the 

service at the church. Interment in the 
spring at Courtland Township Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Rockford Baptist Church. 
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
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Keeping the Faith

By ronnie mcBrayer

is online 
@ www.cedarspringspost.com
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
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Ask the ExpErt
Do you have a question for an expert? 

Send your question to The Cedar Springs POST,  P.O. Box 360, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or email your question to news@cedarspringspost.com (subject: Ask the Expert) 

and we’ll do our best to get your question answered. 

Contact your Sales Consultant Today!
616.696.3655

Fax 616.696.9010
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

email: sales@cedarspringspost.com

What advertising helps build a community?
Advertising in the LOCAL newspaper!
Shop LOCAL, Shop YOUR local newspaper! 
Support Your Community, Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs Post NEWSPAPER -Still free but priceless
Covering a community of over 30,000 residents in northern Kent County.

Check us out @ www.cedarspringspost.com

Q:
A:

151 S. Main St., Suite 4, Cedar Springs

Q:

Grant J. Buck, D.C.
Phone: 616-696-2688
Hours: M-Th 9am-6pm

Accepting all Insurances
Massage Therapy Available
Check us out on Facebook

A:

Get your spine checked today to prevent problems tomorrow.  You’ll be glad you did.  Call today!

How is a chiropractic adjustment performed?
Chiropractic adjustment or manipulation is a manual procedure that utilizes the highly 
refined skills developed during the doctor of chiropractic’s intensive years of chiropractic 
education. The chiropractic physician typically uses his or her hands--or an instrument--to 
manipulate the joints of the body, particularly the spine, in order to restore or enhance 
joint function. This often helps resolve joint inflammation and reduces the patient’s pain. 
Chiropractic manipulation is a highly controlled procedure that rarely causes discomfort.
The chiropractor adapts the procedure to meet the specific needs of each patient. Patients 
often note positive changes in their symptoms immediately following treatment. 

Why is my car insurance so expensive?Q:
A:

Christopher Conflitti

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and 

Financial Services Agent
616-696-8255

Email: chris@conflittiagency.com
Website: www.conflittiagency.com

Contrary to what most people think, the portion of your auto insurance premium you pay that cov-
ers damage to your actual vehicle is relatively small compared to what you’re paying for medical 
and liability/lawsuit portions of your premium. Part of the reason Michigan is so expensive is be-
cause it’s the only state that guarantees unlimited personal injury protection, or PIP. That covers the 
policyholders’ medical costs in case of an accident, no matter who’s at fault.  Michigan is also the 
only state where coverage includes unlimited lifetime medical and rehabilitation benefits.
So, if you’re injured and paralyzed and need physical therapy or medical equipment for the rest of 
your life, that all gets covered by your car insurance policy.  Michigan is a unique No-Fault auto 
insurance State and, in my opinion, in need of serious legislation so insurance companies can pro-
vide good coverages for fair premiums.

Q:
A:

Christopher Conflitti

Have you signed up for Health Insurance for 2014?
If you don’t have health insurance for 2014 yet, you need to check it out now.  
Health Insurance is beneficial, especially in the event of an unexpected accident or 
illness.  If something serious happens to you, without health insurance, it could be a 
financial disaster and really mess up your life.   Health Insurance can be confusing 
to many people and I don’t blame you for procrastinating.  The good news is, it’s 
not too late.  There are no penalties if you’re signed up before March 31st, 2014.  
There are resources and licensed agents available to help you thru the process.  I’m 
aware of the obstacles that make it difficult to enroll.  It doesn’t cost anything to 
see how affordable the health insurance can be for you.  It can take as little as 15 
minutes to check your eligibility.  I recommend making an appointment today.

Q:

Christopher Conflitti
American REO Services

Serving Michigan
616-918-6430

Email- chris@westmireo.com
Website- www.westmireo.comChristopher Conflitti

Does it cost me money to short sale my property (to sell it for less 
than is owed on the mortgage?)
A short sale should not cost you any out of pocket money. In fact, you could possibly get 
money to participate in a short sale. A short sale may even put you in a better financial posi-
tion than prior to the short sale. Most short sale programs now have some type of financial 
incentive for the home owner, especially if it is a principle residence.  Realtors charge a com-
mission that is paid for by the bank (not you.)  There are also non-profits and HUD counselors 
who can help you with foreclosure prevention options for free. The only potential cost you 
could incur is if the bank would not release you from a deficiency balance in the short sale.
Contact your local realtor if you have questions about your specific situation.

A:

Q:
A:

What do I need to know about Buying Rental Properties?
Since not all investment properties are the same, it’s important to determine what type of 
property fits your strategy.  Do you want to become a landlord, or would you rather restore 
and resell properties? Are you interested in apartment buildings and other commercial real 
estate, or in buying land that can be developed? First-time real-estate investors may want 
to start with residential housing, since commercial real estate and land development may 
face more challenges and varying market conditions.   First-time investors should find a re-
al-estate agent experienced in investment property deals who can help you locate promising 
properties.  A good agent can help you put together a creative deal to maximize your cash 
flow.  You want your cash coming in to be greater than your cash going out for expenses.  An 
agent can help you with a plan that can help you be the most prepared for the best results.
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LEROY J. MOSHER
Leroy J. Mosher, 81 of Cedar Springs, 
died Tuesday, January 14, 2014 at Metron 
of Cedar Springs. Mr. Mosher was born 
February 23, 1932 in Cedar Springs, 
Michigan the son of Delbert and Myrtle 
(Carr) Mosher. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army serving during the Korean War 
and had worked for the Kent County Road 
Commission for 38 years. He loved going 
to garage sales. Surviving are his wife, 
Velda (Kruger); children, Cheryl Frost, 
Cherry (Dennis) Verburg, Jay Mosher; 
7 grandchildren; 11 great grandchildren; 
sister, Edna Kimble. He was preceded in 
death by his son, Rick. A memorial service 
will be held Wednesday, January 22 at 11:00 
am at Bethel Lutheran Church, Howard 
City. Pastor Steven Frentz officiating. 
Private family interment in North Ensley 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Bethel Lutheran Church or Metron 
of Cedar Springs. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

In Loving Memory
ANGELA L. HILL

March 28, 1926 – January 13, 2011

Love you Mom,
Bruce and Deb, Dennis and Rhonda, and 

Norm and ValCONGRAtuLAtIONS

CELEbRAtING 4 
GENERAtIONS Of GEbHARdtS

YOu WILL bE fREE

Pastor Mary Ivanov
CEdAR SPRINGS uNItEd 

MEtHOdISt CHuRCH
140 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, MI  49319

HEARING tHE PROPHEtS 
(Read Amos 5: 21-24)

Each year when we remember Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. (1929-1968), I’m amazed at the work he did as a 
servant of Jesus Christ. In just 39 years, his prophetic voice 
and tireless work for justice for all left a profound impact 
on our country and around the world. 

He was a Christian pastor like my colleagues and me, 
but I cannot imagine what it was like to lead and work for 
racial equality for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Rev. Dr. King is commended for his “I have a dream” 
speech, but he was much more than a dreamer. He was a 
doer. He lived his faith in Jesus Christ who came for all. He 
suffered for his faith. He was a prophet.

One way that I’ve heard prophets defined is that they 
seek to tell us where we are, tell us where God wants us to 
be, and they drive God’s Word in between. Rev. Dr. King’s 
legacy continues to draw us back to examine ourselves and 
our world and see where we’re still struggling to love one 
another as Jesus Christ loves us.

Rev. Billy Graham was a friend to 
Rev. Dr. King and participated in the 
civil rights movement. In a sermon, Rev. Graham said, “Je-
sus was not a white man; He was not a black man. He came 
from that part of the world that touches Africa and Asia and 
Europe. Christianity is not a white man’s religion, and don’t 
let anybody ever tell you that it’s white or black. Christ 
belongs to all people; He belongs to the whole world.” 
Rev. Graham’s words are powerful as we celebrate the 
message of Christmas: that God comes in Jesus Christ for 
ALL the world.  In late December my family and I visited 
Washington, D.C. and were able to visit the memorial ded-
icated to Rev. Dr. King. It is a beautiful space surrounded 
by many of Dr. King’s quotes. One of the poignant for me 
is, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do 
that.  Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that.”  

Throughout the Old Testament, we find “justice” 
and “righteousness” paired together, in the Psalms and 
throughout the Prophets.  And Amos is no exception. We 
are called to be people who seek to be righteous (to have 
right aim before God) and who seek justice (which is con-
cern for the poor and oppressed). The two are tied together. 
Early in Amos, chapter 5, God speaks to the people: 
“Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord 

ers from Harriet Tubman and Patrick Henry 
to William Wallace and Nelson Mandela. 
Of course, who can think of freedom with-
out hearing the iconic words of Dr. King: 
“When we let freedom ring…we will be 
able to speed up that day when all of God’s 
children…will be able to join hands and 
sing, ‘Free at last, free at last. Thank God Al-
mighty, we are free at last.’”

Freedom is God’s intention for all of his 
children; for all people. What God has lov-
ingly planned and what Jesus has dramati-
cally accomplished is far more than a change 
in the human perspective; it is an actual 
change of status. It is more than the allevi-
ation of the feeling of hopelessness; it is the 
alleviation of actual hopelessness. It is not 
psychosomatic therapy; it is actual rescue 
from slavery, in all its varied forms—spir-
itual, emotional, psychological, and phys-
ical. All aspects of captivity are eradicated 
in the liberty of Christ. In the elegant words 
of Placide Cappeau, “Chains shall he break, 
for the slave is our brother; and in his name 
all oppression shall cease.” Put more bluntly, 
“You will be free.” May it be so.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated colum-
nist, pastor, and author. His newest book is 
“The Gospel According to Waffle House.” 
You can read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.
me. 

dAvE, dR. CHRIS, NANCY
Congratulations to Christopher D. Jensen for receiving a 
Ph.D. in Education with a major in Educational Leadership 
from Oakland University on December 2, 2013.

We are so proud of you!

Great Grandfather-Albert Gebhardt, Grandfather-Gerry 
Gebhardt, Father-David Gebhardt and the newest member 
of the family-Lane Gerald Gebhardt.

God Almighty will be with you, just as you say he is. 
Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts.” 
It’s no surprise that Jesus’ words to the people call us to be righ-
teous and just. In the same spirit of the prophets, he calls us to 
“seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness...” 
There are times when we stray from God’s way, and we 
are constantly called back to faithfulness. The struggle for 
righteous living is real along with the work of seeking jus-
tice. Each day, we’re called to love and serve God, to live 
as children of God, as we work to bring even a glimpse of 
the Kingdom of God right now. 

How are you working for God’s Kingdom? Where do 
you see it clearly?

If you don’t have a church home or have been away for 
a while, consider getting back to church or trying it out for 
the first time. I invite you to worship with us at 9:00 a.m. 
& 11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. We share the love and 
hope of Jesus Christ!

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr all aGes

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 12:00 noon

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229
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US-131Algoma Ave.
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N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.
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org
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June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway
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11:15AM
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Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)
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nnouncementAAAAA

tHOMAS P. bEARSS
Thomas P. Bearss, 67 of 
Grand Rapids, went to be 
with his Lord and Savior 
on Monday, January 13, 
2014 at his home. Our 
loss is heaven’s gain. Tom 
was born May 6, 1946 in 
Grayling, Michigan the 
son Henry and Lyndall 
(Yeager) Bearss. He 
graduated from Cedar 
Springs High School, 
Class of 1964, served in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War, and was a Kent 
County Sheriff Deputy for 28 years retiring 
in 1995. He was a member of Rockford 
Baptist Church. Surviving are his wife, 
Evelyn (Loveless); children, Ginger 
(Bearss) Schaefer, Eric (Angela) Bearss; 
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	
agencies only. due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is monday at 5 p.m. this 
is not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

LIve On 

STAGe

1st
 25 tickets 

free
fri @ 9pm &

sat @ 9pm ONLY
courtesy of 
cedar pub

cOmiNg sOON:

January 17 • 18 • 19
shOwtimes
fridaY:  
6PM • 9PM
saturdaY:   
3PM • 6PM • 9PM
suNdaY:  
3PM • 6PM

DIGITAL Movie Tickets 
OnLY $3.00

JaN. 24-26

Macaroni
at Midnight

JaN. 31-feb. 2

Cedar Springs Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast

This saTurday, January 18th
7am - 11am

Cedar SpringS 
United MethodiSt ChUrCh

corner of Main & church

adUltS $6 | SeniorS $5 | FaMily $20
Under 12 Free

Pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, 
juice, coffee

all you can eaT
Proceeds assist sight conservation

What’s for dinner?
The young couple invited their elderly pastor for Sun-

day dinner. While they were in the kitchen preparing 
the meal, the minister asked their son what they were 
having.

“Goat,” the little boy replied.
“Goat?” replied the startled man of the cloth, “Are 

you sure about that?”
“Yep,” said the youngster. “I heard Dad say to Mom, 

‘Today is just as good as any to have the old goat for 
dinner.’”

Looking for Seniors to Play Euchre
Jan. 20: Got some free time on Mondays and love to play Euchre? 
We are looking for seniors to join us on Monday nights at 6 pm 
at Mildred Houting Leisure Acres’, 35 E. Maple, Sand Lake, 
community room for a game of Euchre. For more information call 
616-255-2039. #3

TOPS weight loss support group
Jan. 21: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit weight 
loss support group for men and women, meets every Tuesday at 
the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your first visit 
is free! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of 
inclement weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for more 
information. #3

The Art of Marriage Video Conference
Jan. 21,22: Maranatha Bible Church will host The Art of Marriage 
Video Conference. This 6 session series is designed to help couples 
understand what God’s Word says about how to have a marriage 
that honors Him, enjoys each other, and invests in generations to 
come. February 21 & 22. Friday from 7 to 9 pm and Saturday 
from 9 am to 4 pm. Presented by Family Life. Cost is $40/couple, 
$20/singles. Register at our website: www.mbcmi.org or www.
eventbrite.com or call our office at 616-784-5905. #3

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE GRAMMYS
ACROSS
1.  Leigh is to Scarlett as _____ is to Rhett
6.  ___ de deux
9.  “Through” in text message
13.  “___ __ fair in love and war”
14.  Under the weather
15.  Sand bar
16.  Disturb
17.  “New” prefix
18.  Equestrian’s attire
19.  *Eminem’s 2013 hit
21.  *Rogers’ duet partner
23.  Driver’s aid
24.  Sub station
25.  Acid
28.  Often held on sandwich
30.  *Girl on Fire
35.  Creole vegetable
37.  Poverty-stricken
39.  Bank ware, pl.
40.  Bit attachment
41.  Israel’s neighbor
43.  Catch-22
44.  Weight watcher’s choice, pl.
46.  Black cat, e.g.
47.  First rate
48.  Take to one’s heart
50.  Aquarium dweller
52.  *”___ at Work,” Best New Artist of ‘83
53.  Conceited
55.  Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy
57.  *Macklemore’s kind of shop
60.  *This year’s Grammy host
64.  Song of praise
65.  Shed tears
67.  The _____, Netherlands
68.  Take down masts
69.  Clod chopper
70.  Blatant
71.  Gardener’s storage
72. *”Owner of a Lonely Heart” band won one 

Grammy
73.  Offends with odor

DOWN
1.  Clothing of distinctive style
2.  Medicinal house plant
3.  Something that happens so fast
4.  Famous Hungarian composer
5.  High regard
6.  *”Just Give Me a  Reason” nominee
7.  Barley brew
8.  North face, e.g.
9.  “___ does it!”

10.  Tramp
11.  *In ‘85 Prince won two for 

“Purple ____”
12. Final, abbr.
15.  High-pitched
20.  Gathers harvest
22.  Chicken _ __ king
24.  Kind of security guard
25. *”Royals” nominee
26. Knitter’s quantity
27.  Often done to fruit
29.  It goes up and down
31.  Bit
32. Billiards bounce
33.  Cuckoo
34. Ski destination
36.  A chip, maybe
38.  Cambodian money
42. Clarence in “It’s a Wonderful Life”, 

e.g.
45.  Pinching pennies
49.  Churchill’s “so few”
51.  Boat load
54.  Nervous and ansty
56.  Dry white Italian wine
57.  Hyperbolic tangent
58.  At this point
59.  Police action
60.  Potassium hydroxide solution, 

pl.
61.  Curved molding
62.  Lie in wait
63.  *Multi-Grammy winner Elton’s,  

“Bennie and the ____”
64.  From a wound
66.  Poor man’s caviar

answers - on page 11

MS Geography bee winner The Post travels to 
Beaver Creek, Colorado

During a recent ski vaca-
tion to Beaver Creek, Col-
orado, Brenda (Rau) Rarick 
and family took the Post 
along to stay abreast of the 
happenings back in Michi-
gan. 

“I am a 1986 graduate of 
Cedar Springs High School 
and have stayed in touch 
with the local news through 
a subscription to The Ce-
dar Springs Post, which my 
parents John and Jeanne 
Rau renew for me each year 
on my birthday,” explained 
Brenda, who now lives out 
of state.

In the photo, Brenda and 
her son Kyle Rarick pause 
during the Winterfest ac-
tivities in Beaver Creek to 
catch up on some reading.

Each of the 16 Social 
Studies classes at Cedar 
Springs Middle School 
sent their two best ge-
ography students on 
Friday, January 10, to 
represent their class in 
the school’s annual Ge-
ography bee. The con-
testants were tested on 
their knowledge of the 
geographic features of 
the United States.  

The students were giv-
en a series of question 
and were knocked out 
of the competition when 
they answered their third 
question incorrectly—a 
simple three-strikes and you’re out method. 
It took over 30 questions to get the group of 
32 down to the top three. Seventh-grader Gra-
ham Bayink of the Red House and Mr. Bow-
ers’ class did well finishing in 3rd place. The 
pride of the Yellow House and Mr. Swanson’s 
8th grade classroom was Jacob Outwin, who 
finished in 2nd place.    

James Powell was down to his last strike 
but managed to prevail.The final question 

that eliminated the boys 
and crowned James the 
champion was:

“Patos Lagoon, which 
lies just south of Porto 
Alegre, is the largest 
lagoon in what South 
American country?” An-
swer: Brazil.

Green House 7th grad-
er James Powell was the 
only competitor to get 
this answer correct. He 
was all smiles as he re-
ceived his medal, saying, 
“I just feel good about 
beating all the 8th grad-
ers!” James is one of Mr. 
Martens’s best students 

and claims that geography just comes easily 
to him. James says he plans to follow in his 
father’s footsteps at attend the University of 
Michigan, hoping to major in Sports Medi-
cine.  

James now has to complete a geography 
assessment that will be sent to Lansing to be 
evaluated. If he scores high enough, he will 
move on to the state level competition in the 
spring.  

Department Officers attend 
Early Bird Dinner at Post 287

Four traffic deaths recorded during 
Christmas, New year’s holidays

Pictured is Department Commander Raymond Moore, Department President Sandra Snyder, Hon-
orary Dept. Junior President Alyssa Champion and Detachment Commander Mike Boughner.

By loralee nauta

On January 4, 2014, The 
American Legion, Glen Hill 
Post #287 hosted their an-
nual Early Bird dinner.

They enjoyed a great din-
ner catered by Kelly’s, and 
had a wonderful turn out 
even with the weather not 
being so great.

Department Command-

er Raymond Moore and 
Detachment Commander 
Mike Boughner attended, 
along with Department 
Auxiliary President San-
dra Synder and Honorary 
Auxiliary Junior President 
Alyssa Champion. Each of 
them spoke on how the year 
is going so far, about their 
goals, membership and spe-
cial projects. It looks like it 

will be a successful year for 
all the groups.

After their speeches, Post 
#287 presented the Depart-
ment officers with their Red 
Flannels.  The #287 Juniors 
followed this tradition by 
assisting the officers in do-
ing the Chicken Dance.  It 
was a fun and exciting eve-
ning for all.

Preliminary reports in-
dicate two people died in 
crashes over the Christmas 
holiday and two people died 
in crashes over the New 
Year’s holiday in Michigan, 
according to the Michigan 
State Police Criminal Justice 
Information Center.

Alcohol is not believed 
to be a factor in any of the 
crashes.  One of the fatalities 
was a pedestrian.

“Wearing a seat belt and 

driving sober help ensure 
the holidays can be about 
family and celebration,” said 
Michael L. Prince, director 
of the Michigan Office of 
Highway Safety Planning.

The Christmas holiday 
period began at 6 p.m. Dec. 
24 and went through mid-
night Dec. 25. The New 
Year’s holiday period began 
at 6 p.m. Dec. 31 and went 
through midnight Jan. 1. 

In 2012, nine people died 

in traffic crashes during the 
four-day Christmas holiday, 
and 15 people died in traf-
fic crashes during the four-
day New Year’s holiday.  It 
should be noted the holiday 
periods in 2012 were longer 
than 2013 due to the day of 
the week where the holidays 
fell.

The holiday periods are 
determined by the National 
Safety Council.     

Happy    Patsy’s 
Hair Place& Barbershop

from

37 4th St. • Sand Lake (behind Wesco) 616-636-4500

Look for MonthLy Specials in 2014!

Ja
nu

ar
y

All Over Color & Hair Cut 
+ Deep Conditiong Treatment

$45
($61 Value)

Daddy-daughter 
dance February 1
Buy tickets now—none available at 
the door

On Saturday, February 1, there will be a night to remember for 
200 families. The 10th Annual Daddy Daughter Dance will be 
put on by the Cedar Springs Area Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment at Cedar Springs Middle School. This event has grown ev-
ery year and is one of the most special moments of the year for 
many young girls in the Cedar Springs area. The dance is for girls 
of age 3 through the early teen years and the male role model in 
their lives. We understand that not every young lady has a father 
in their life, but they have a male that they look up to and that is 
special to them. That person may be an uncle, grandfather, old-
er brother, or somone else. They can be the one that attends and 
helps create memories. The dance can be attended by anyone, not 
just residents of Cedar Springs. It is important that young ladies 
can have a night of fun and a chance to make memories that will 
last them a lifetime.

The dance is hosted by a father and daughter DJ service, Di-
verse Sounds, and has punch and snacks for the attendees as well. 
The doors will open for the event at 6:30 p.m. at the Cedar Springs 
Middle School and the dance will kick off at 7 p.m. Included in 
the ticket price is a craft project for each girl to work on with their 
date while at the dance, and 5x7 photos that will be taken of each 
couple and provided after February 14. Noah’s Animal Workshop 
will be at the dance offering special stuffed animals to commem-
orate the night for an additional fee. 

Tickets are on sale now during daytime office hours at Hilltop 
(8 a.m.-4 p.m.)  and at the Middle School on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 6-9 p.m.  There is only room for 200 

families and half of those are already reserved, so do not wait until 
the last minute. Tickets in advance are $15 for two people, or $20 
for three, or $25 for a group of four or more.  There will not be any 
tickets available at the door.

For more information call 696-7320 or email director@csapa-
rksandrec.com. We are also on Facebook and have a new website 
www.csaparksandrec.com, with mobile application and text alert 
options. 

Time to 
pucker up!

The 21st annual “Best Lips” Contest
Do you have the most luscious lips 

in CedarSprings?
Enter our contest and find out!

Using RED lipstick, make an imprint of your lips on WHITE paper 
and fill out entry form below and send both to: 

Best Lips Contest
The Cedar Springs POST

PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or drop it off to us at 36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

Deadline is MONDAY, February 3, 2014
Must be at least 16 to enter.

you be the juDge!
Vote online for your faVorite lipS!
Finalists will be printed in the February 6th edition of The POST 

and YOU, the community, will vote online at 
www.cedarspringspost.com to choose your favorite lips! 

Winners will be featured in the February 13th edition of The POST. 

beSt lipS entry form

Name __________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City _________________________State_______Zip Code________

Phone___________________________________Age____________

The Cedar Springs Post
• 2,888 likes • 40 talking about this • 21 were here

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

Help us reach 3,000 likes!

James Powell



Wrestlers take 
top spots
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Bring in the New Year!
OVERWHELMING RESPONSE

A $25.00 value Preferred Owner Card FREE!
New Members:

Stop in to Ed Koehn Chevrolet today to 
pick up your Preferred Owner card. We 
have preloaded it with $25.00 that can 
be used on any purchase or services at

Ed Koehn
Chevrolet!

Already a member?
Get an additional 3% on top of the

standard 5%, giving you a total
of 8% rebate on your purchases

and/or repairs.

4650 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, MI 49341

616-866-9511

Ed Koehn Rebate not to exceed $250.00 per visit.
Rebate offer of additional 3% good 

until 2/28/2014.

GREENVILLE LANES
300 Maplewood, Greenville • 754-4495

Birthday
Party

Packages!

Call for
specifi c times.

• Call us to schedule 
Fundraiser Events and 
Holiday Parties for 
your organization!

• Bumper Bowling
• Senior Bowling
• Lounge & Snack Bar
• Open Bowling Fridays, 

Saturdays & Sundays! 
• KENO Available!

ll t h d lCCC

Come Join
the Fun!

• Call us to schedule 
 Fundraiser Events
• Bumper Bowling
• Senior Bowling
• Lounge & Snack Bar
• KEno Available!
• Birthday Party Packages! 
  Call for specific times.
• open Bowling Daily! 
  Call for Availability

1 FREE Game 
oR

$2.50 oFF
hourly rate

Expires 4/30/2014

GREEnviLLE LAnES

Kent Co. Bird Count 28 Dec 2013
Bird Species  ................................Totals
cackling Goose  .................................... 1
canada Goose  ................................. 732
mute swan  .......................................... 24
wood duck  ........................................... 2
american Black duck  ........................... 3
mallard  .............................................. 541
mallard/Black hybrid  ............................. 2
common Goldeneye  ............................. 8
common merganser  ........................... 35
wild turkey  ......................................... 67
Great Blue Heron  .................................. 1
Bald eagle  ............................................ 8
sharp-shinned Hawk  ............................ 4
cooper’s Hawk  ..................................... 6
Buteo sp.  .............................................. 3
red-shouldered Hawk  .......................... 3
red-tailed Hawk  ................................. 48
american Kestrel  .................................. 5
american coot  ...................................... 1
ring-billed Gull  ..................................... 2
Herring Gull  .......................................... 1
rock Pigeon  ..................................... 251
mourning dove  ................................. 347
eastern screech owl  ............................ 1
Great Horned owl  ................................. 5
snowy owl  ............................................ 1
Barred owl  ............................................ 1
Belted	Kingfisher ................................... 7
red-bellied woodpecker  .................... 89
Yellow-bellied sapsucker  ...................... 1
downy woodpecker  ......................... 129
Hairy woodpecker  .............................. 34
northern Flicker  .................................. 20
Pileated woodpecker  ........................... 8
northern shrike  .................................... 2
Blue Jay  ............................................ 525
american crow  ................................... 65
Horned lark  .......................................... 2
Black-capped chickadee  .................. 716
tufted titmouse  ................................ 232
red-breasted nuthatch  ........................ 5
white-breasted nuthatch  .................. 168
Brown creeper  ..................................... 4
carolina wren  ..................................... 17
Golden-crowned Kinglet  ..................... 12
ruby-crowned Kinglet  .......................... 2
eastern Bluebird  ................................. 55
american robin  ................................ 105
european starling  ........................... 1353
cedar waxwing  .................................. 37
Yellow-rumped warbler  ........................ 8
american tree sparrow  .................... 149
song sparrow  ....................................... 8
white-crowned sparrow  ....................... 2
dark-eyed Junco  .............................. 472
northern cardinal  ............................. 381
Brown-headed cowbird  ........................ 3
Purple Finch  ......................................... 1
House Finch  ..................................... 303
Pine siskin  ............................................ 3
American	Goldfinch	 .......................... 390
House sparrow  ................................. 814
Total Species  ..................................... 61
Total Individuals  ........................... 8725

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Christmas Bird 
Count

Fifty-one participants observed 60 species of birds (Table 1) 
on the Kent County Bird Count. With the addition of a Snowy 
Owl, 4 species of owls were recorded this year. No additional 
bird species were reported during count week. Total individu-
als sighted were 8725.

Carolina Wrens were big news with 17 sighted. Until this 
year only 37 have been sighted since 1953. About one third of 
the wrens sighted in 60 years were sighted this year. Caroli-
na Wrens have been expanding their range northward. Robins 
sporadically began appearing on the Christmas Count begin-
ning in 1965 with one and by 1977 17 occurred. Their numbers 
varied from zero to 27 until 1998 when 228 stayed for winter. 
Numbers were fewer than 25 annually until 2002 when we 
reached at high count of 238. Robins have been yearly regulars 
since 1997 and this year reached 105. 

Canada Geese were not observed until 1975 and have been 
present every year since. In the early part of the 20th century 
Aldo Leopold noted Canada Geese were headed for extinction. 
Thanks to groups like Audubon, Ducks Unlimited and Fed-
erally funded programs, Canada Geese decline was reversed 
along with that of many species. The Endangered Species Act, 
Clean Water Act, Clear Air Act, and establishment of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency have improved environmen-
tal health for people, birds and economy. The establishment 
of conservation reserve easements on private farmlands and 
establishment of National Wildlife Refuges have been signifi-
cantly important.

Christmas bird counts across the continent help document 
seasonal abundance, population trends, and changes in distri-
bution. Citizen science projects like this help provide data use-
ful for scientists studying environmental quality and changes 
in things like climate. As always, you are encouraged to partic-
ipate in the annual bird count. 

Conditions were 100 percent sunny all day with tempera-
tures between 25 and 44 F. A light southerly breeze blew. Snow 
depth was between 3 and 12 inches. Moving water was partly 
open and still water was frozen.

We totaled 84 hours in vehicles traveling 830 miles. On foot 
we spent 15 hours covering 22 miles. A total of 852 miles were 
on foot and driving. Total birding hours was 100 plus 5 hours 
owling for 26 miles. There were 18 birding groups in the morn-
ing and 13 in the afternoon.

I am grateful for the needed support from group leaders and 
many people that made the count a success.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net Ody 
Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433.

Icing Crooked Lake 
Bluegill with plastics
by Jack Payne

Dave Kellum deep in thought of a big gill.

Crooked Lake 
has long been 
known as a lake 
that produces a lot 
of gills. It is fairly 
deep with many 
shallow weedy 
coves and bays. 
Excellent spawn-
ing grounds and 
feeding areas cou-
pled with the deep 
water makes this 
lake a favorite.

Starting at the 
public launch an-
glers should hit 
the western shore-
line. Logs, fallen 
trees and a few old 
boathouses provide 
plenty of cover. 
The long point and 
the small island are 
other options.

In winter, three 
prime locations 
stand out. The first 
is the big bay that 
leads into Lower Crooked Lake. This 
long and narrow bay has the shorelines 
lined with lily pads and cabbage weeds.

The center of the bay is 30-plus-feet 
deep. The best bluegill fishing is in 16-
25 foot range. Most often the fish will be 
suspended and this is almost a guarantee 
when they are deeper than 20-feet.

On the south end of the lake anglers 
will find deep water mixed in with some 
shallow points. The bluegill suspend 
around these points and in the open wa-
ter basin.

The center of the lake loads up with 
bluegill after a long spell of warm 
weather and southwest winds. The fish 
light up your graph like a Christmas 
tree.

Plastic baits have some notable ad-
vantages over an angler armed with just 
live bait. Plastic bait does not freeze hard 
like wax worms, mousies and spikes. 
Trying to keep minnows alive can be a 
challenge under any weather conditions.

Looking for an open bait store is not 
a problem. With plastics you can fish 
when you want without the concern of 
running all over town.

Last and one of my favorite reasons 
is that you re-bait much less. When it 
is cold nothing is worse than taking off 
your mittens and trying to re-bait a lure.

You can rig a plastic in different con-
figurations. While the straight approach 
is often the best you can hook plastic 
bait through the center. This looks much 
like a wacky worm presentation. 

The wacky worm presentation you 
slide the hook through the center of you 
plastic bait. The two dangling ends often 
entice a hungry crappie or perch.

Hooking plastic bait through the tip 
leaves the balance of the bait hanging 
straight down like a straight line. When 
the angler lifts up the plastic tail rises al-
most parallel with the surface and then 
flutters straight down when the jig or 
teardrop is left motionless. 

Another way of hooking plastic bait is 
threading it up the hook. With some jigs 
or teardrops you can create an L shape 
to your plastic bait when hooked in this 
manner.

With plastic bait it becomes easy to 
match the hatch in size if necessary. 

Youth wrestling off to a great start

West Michigan Pursuit medal winners from the Lowell tournament. 

the 95 lb wt class.
Champions are Luke Egan 

in the 4/5/6 Novice age group 
in the 49 lb wt class, Blake 
Peasley in the 4/5/6 Open 
age group in the 55/58 lb wt 
class, Lucus Pienton in the 
13/14 Novice age group in 

the 122/130 lb wt class and 
Ty Whalen in the 11/12 Open 
age group in the 60/65 lb wt 
class. 

Special recognition goes 
to Blake Peasley and Lucus 
Pienton who remain unde-
feated and have participated 

West Michigan Pursuit 
brought 18 grapplers to com-
pete at the Lowell Tourna-
ment last weekend and 13 
placed in the top three. Pur-
suit had a total of 66 battles 
and 42 of them ended in vic-
tory. 

Owner and Head Coach, 
Dave Andrus was pleased. 
“Each week I am continued 
to be impressed with the 
progress of my young grap-
plers and their own deter-
mination to be the best they 
can be!” he remarked. This 
week›s placements are as fol-
lows:

Third place medalists in-
clude Olivia Male in the 
9/10 Open age group in the 
71 lb wt class, and Jayden 
Marcano-Cruz in the 4/5/6 

Novice age group in the 43 
lb wt class. Note that Jayden 
has been to two practices and 
this was his very first tourna-
ment! Way to go Jayden!

Second place Medalist 
include Hunter Chilcote in 
the 11/12 Novice age group 
in the 100/105 lb wt class, 
Nathan Elliston in the 9/10 
Open age group in the 80 lb 
wt. class, Cameron Fess in 
the 11/12 Open age group 
in the 85 lb wt class, Cody 
McHenry in the 13/14 Nov-
ice age group in the 145/155 
lb wt class, Austin Ortowski 
in the 7/8 Open age group 
in the 82/97 lb wt class, Jay 
Smith in the 11/12 Novice 
age group in the 95 lb wt 
class and Maston Wood in 
the 9/10 Open age group in 

in the East Kentwood , Beld-
ing and Lowell Tournaments. 
Congratulations to all of you 
grapplers for stepping out on 
the mat and working as hard 
as you do. You truly are The 
Pursuit of Champions!

 If you are interested in 

learning more about wres-
tling, feel free to check out 
West Michigan Pursuit. We 
are located in the Cedar 
Springs Sports Plex and 
practices are on Tuesday and 
Thursdays from 6:30 p.m.-
8:00 p.m. 

It looks like the Cedar Springs Youth Wres-
tling program is off to a running start to an-
other great wrestling season this year. Belding 
hosted one of the first tournaments of the 2014 
season on January 5, at Belding high school. 
Eighteen out of 24 of our young Red Hawk 
wrestlers received medals. Of those 18 wres-
tlers, half of them were novice, meaning they 
are with in the first two years of competition.

In the Novice 09-07 division, medal win-
ners were Veronica Tapia 3rd/37lb, Brandson 
Wood 2nd/43lb, Elijah Troost Jr. 4th/49lb, 
Gavyn Byxbe 4th/52lb, and Pistachio Gon-
zales 2nd/55lb.  In the novice 06-05 division, 
medal winners were Jeremiah Simons who 
took 2nd at 58lbs and Lane Wiggins-Russo 
who took 1st at 112lbs.  Rounding out the nov-
ice division was Zoe Gonzales who took 2nd 
at the 04-03, 67lb class.

In the 06-05 Open division, Keaton Klaasen 
took 2nd in the 06-05, 49lb class. In the 04-03 
division medal winners were Trevor Marsman 
took 1st/63lb, Tacho Gonzales 3rd/67lb, Aiden 
Bouwens 2nd/95lb, and Sergie Byxbe 4th/110. In the 02-01 di-
vision were Logan Hull 4th/90lb, Reese Gonzales 2nd/95lb and  
Samuel Couturier 2nd/112lb.  In the 00-99 division was Allexis 
Gonzales 3rd/130lb and Gage Gardner 1st/145lb.

Also hosted on January 5, at the Kellogg Arena in Battle 
Creek, was the Spartan Country “Superbowl of Wrestling” Tour-
nament. Ryan Ringler, seventh grader at Cedar Springs Middle 
School, was crowned the 2014 Champion in the 02-01, 158lb 
division, after wrestling some of the toughest kids in the state 
of Michigan. Ryan had a stellar year last year at the bottom of 
his age group, also winning the 2013 Superbowl Champion. He 
is guaranteed to be the top wrestler in his age group and weight 

class this year. Ryan is only one of the many talented wrestlers 
coming out of the youth wrestling program.

On December 8, 2013, MYWAY Wrestling hosted the MY-
WAY National Dual team tryouts at Hartland High School in 
Hartland, Mich. Wrestlers from all over the state of Michigan 
attended the try-outs for the National traveling team. Five wres-
tlers and two coaches from Cedar Springs will be representing 
the youth program on three of those teams. Landon Demorest 
won the 50lb spot on the MYWAY U-10 Boys team.  Ryan 
Ringler won the 133lb spot on the MYWAY U-12 Boys team 
with his father, Paul Ringler as assistant coach. Cora, Reese and 
Allexis Gonzales will all be on the MYWAY Girls 14 and un-

der team. Youth wrestling head 
coach, George Gonzales Sr., 
will be at the reigns of the Girls’ 
2014 team. All three of the 
teams will be traveling to Ohio 
State University in February.

Wrestling can get very ex-
pensive, with costs of up to 
$1,000 of personal expenses 
per tournament, when travel-
ling with national teams. Any-
one who may be interested in 
sponsoring any of our talented 
youth wrestlers is encourage to 
make donations to Choice One 
Bank in Cedar Springs under 
the Cedar Springs Youth Wres-
tling Club or contact Coach 
George Gonzales Sr. at 616-
299-2812 or treesbygeorge@
charter.net. An investment 
with our youth today, will yield 
many rewards tomorrow. You 
can ask any wrestler.

You can trim the body of a plastic bait 
to create a smaller profile. I often cut 
the fat portion of the body down leaving 
only the thinnest portion of the lure. The 
Whip R Snap and the Whip R Knocker 
are both great plastics that you can alter 
and enjoy good results.

When using a bait such as the Whip 
R Shad consider cutting out a piece of 
the bait near the center of the belly. This 
will dramatically change the action of 
the bait.

Some days you can create a small 
feeding frenzy with plastic bait. Count-
less times in the spring when one angler 
catches a crappie or bluegill and the 
other angler casts in the exact spot that 
angler gets a fish. It then becomes a con-
test between the two anglers in seeing 
who can get their bait 
back into the honey 
hole first.

With plastics you 
can do the same. In-
stead of re-baiting just 
drop down your lure 
and start twitching 
your lure.

On one rod I would 
use a teardrop that 
has some motion to 
it when jigged. I run 
two Whip R rods or 
sometimes three. Two 
favorites include the 
Lave Glow with its 
semi U shape and the 
Tungsten Skandia ice 
jigs. Add a plastic tail 
and you are in busi-
ness.

Remember that the 
angler cuts the most 
holes often is the an-
gler with the most fish. 
If you hit a good hole 
cut a second and fish 
two rods. Experience 
a feeding frenzy on 
plastic baits and your 
days dependent on 
live bait will go down 
remarkably. 

Anglers no longer 
required to keep 
baitfish receipts

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) would like to 
inform anglers about new viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) 
regulations that went into effect Thursday, Jan. 9. The changes 
result in simpler regulations for anglers who purchase and use 
minnows as bait by removing the retail sales receipt provision.

Anglers will now no longer be required to possess their bait 
receipts while fishing and retail minnow sellers will no longer 
be required to provide anglers with detailed receipts for min-
nows.  

VHS is a serious viral disease that has spread into the Great 
Lakes region and caused large-scale fish kills. VHS was first 
identified in the Great Lakes in 2005 and has caused mortalities 
in a number of fish species in the Michigan waters of Lake Hu-
ron, Lake St. Clair, St. Clair and Detroit rivers, Lake Erie, and 
inland in Budd Lake near Harrison and Base Line Lake near 
Pinckney. It has also been found in Lake Michigan waters of 
Wisconsin. 

The DNR actively monitors for VHS throughout the year and 
as other areas are identified positive for VHS, they will be listed 
online at www.michigan.gov/vhs. 

Receipts were previously used for educational and enforce-
ment purposes to direct anglers to places where their bait could 
be used based on purchase location and whether or not it was 
certified as disease-free.

VHS regulations have been in effect for several years and, 
after careful review, the DNR determined the retail receipt pro-
vision could be removed because anglers are more knowledge-
able about the risks associated with baitfish use. 

There is no known treatment for VHS, so preventing the 
spread of disease is the best way to protect Michigan’s fish. An-
glers can help prevent the spread of VHS by keeping the follow-
ing tips in mind when using baitfish:

Learn to identify the species of baitfish you are using. Species 
known to be susceptible to VHS and typically used as live bait 
include emerald shiners, spottail shiners and white suckers. Oth-
er species occasionally used as bait that are susceptible to VHS 
include bluntnose minnows, trout perch, gizzard shad, shorth-
ead redhorse and silver redhorse.

Request that your local bait store sell certified disease-free 
baitfish.

Purchase and use only certified disease-free baitfish.
Never move live fish between bodies of water.
Disinfect your bait bucket, livewells and bilges between uses 

with a bleach solution (half-cup of bleach to 5 gallons of water) 
or allow equipment to dry thoroughly before using in a different 
body of water.

Properly dispose of all bait containers including worms and 
soil, crayfish and minnows in a trash receptacle.

Protecting Michigan’s world-class water resources is every-
one’s responsibility for now and future generations. All boaters 
need to drain their livewell(s) and bilge of their boat upon leav-
ing the waterbody because it’s the law.
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Cedar Springs Youth Wrestlers and their medals. 



Superintendent announces 
retirement

As you may be aware, our Su-
perintendent Ron McDermed, has 
announced that he is retiring at the 
end of this school year. We are 
grateful to him for his many years 
of service to the education com-
munity and are sad to see him go. 

As we begin the process of 
hiring a new Superintendent, we 
would like to have input from 
staff, parents and community 
members to see what they value in 
that leadership role. Feel free to at-
tend upcoming Board of Education meetings or e-mail any board 
member with your thoughts. 

Thank you! 
Brook Nichols, School Board President

Education Foundation 
Elects 2014 Board of 
Directors

The Cedar Springs Education Foundation 
has elected new board members to serve in 
2014.  The Foundation is an integral part of 
the Cedar Springs Public Schools’ ability to 
provide a high quality education to students of 
the district.    In 1986, a group of civic minded community mem-
bers established the Foundation to ensure a solid education for 
our students.

The Foundation has purchased or funded learning tools such 
as iPads and iPad software, equipment for the high school biolo-
gy and chemistry labs, laptops and netbooks, diversity awareness 
and anti-bullying programs, books, cameras and numerous other 
classroom essentials for all grades and all buildings over the last 
27 years.  The current directors and trustees are continuing that 
legacy of service to students and are committed to keeping the 
Foundation active, engaged and relevant into the future.

The Foundation has 501(c)(3) non-profit status, therefore all 
donations are tax deductible and can be mailed to the Founda-
tion at 204 E.Muskegon or given to any board member.  Please 
consider a donation as a way to honor a teacher, staff member or 
community member.  A note will be sent to the honoree informing 
them of your donation.  

The 2014 Education Foundation members are:
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Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS
the city council has adopted 

the following ordinances:
Ordinance No. 173, an ordinance to amend 
Section 40-444, Temporary Uses and adding 
Section 40-469, Outdoor Seating in Front 
of Businesses of the City of Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, Code of Ordinances.

this ordinance allows outdoor furniture, 
benches or other seating fixtures on the 
sidewalks in front of businesses if they are for 
sale or a permit has been obtained from the 
city.  it also allows public outdoor seating in 
front of businesses under certain conditions.

Ordinance No. 184, an ordinance to amend 
Section 40-133, Table of Uses of the City of 
Cedar Springs, Michigan, Code of Ordinances.

this ordinance amends the table of uses of 
the Zoning code outlining permitted uses, 
uses allowed by a special land use and uses 
specifically not allowed in the various zoning 
districts of the city.

Ordinance No. 185, an ordinance to amend Article 
II, Administration and Enforcement; Section 40-
479, Membership, of the City of Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, Code of Ordinances.

this ordinance sets the membership of the 
city’s Zoning board of appeals.  the board will 
be comprised of five members, one of which 
will be a councilmember, one a member of the 
Planning commission and the remaining three 
members to be appointed from the electors of 
the city.

All the ordinances go into effect January 23, 
2014.  Copies are available in the office of the 
City Clerk.

Dated:  January 16, 2014
Linda Christensen

City Clerk

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Summary of the regular 
Meeting of the

cedar Springs city council
thursday, January 9, 2014

7:00 p.m.
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Mark 
Fankhauser at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
All Councilmembers were present.
One citizen addressed the Council during the 
Public Forum.
Public hearings were held regarding a Notice of 
Intent to apply for a USDA Rural Development 
Community Facility Grant for the purchase 
of a police car and on Ordinance No. 186, an 
ordinance to amend Chapter 22, Article II, 
Section 22-26 and Chapter 22, Article V, Section 
22-97 of the City Code.
The agenda and consent agendas were 
approved.
The following resolutions were approved:  No. 
2014 – 01, approving the collection of the Grand 
Rapids Community College school district 
property tax in the summer of 2014; No. 2014 
– 02, approving Amendment No. 38 in the 
Articles of Incorporation of the Grand Valley 
Metropolitan Council, approving the addition of 
Lowell Township and No. 2014 – 03, amending 
the City’s 2013 – 2014 annual budget.
The following ordinances were approved:  
Ordinance No. 173, amending Section 40-444, 
Temporary Uses and adding Section 40-469, 
Outdoor Seating in Front of Businesses; No. 
184, amending Section 40-433, Table of Uses 
and No. 185, amending Article II, Administration 
and Enforcement, Section 40-479, Membership.
Also approved were the following:  mayoral 
appointments to boards and commissions; Fire 
Department personnel to fabricate and install 
equipment cargo cabinets in the new light 
rescue unit; the purchase of a new snow blade 
for the Kubota Tractor and a bid from Dean’s 
Landscaping & Excavating for Main Street snow 
removal.
The annual performance evaluation of the City 
Manager was also reviewed.
Correspondence, the City Manager’s Report and 
Department Reports were offered.
Council comments were heard.
The Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the 
office of the City Clerk and will be posted on the 
City’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org upon 
approval.

Dated:  January 16, 2014
Linda Christensen

City Clerk
616.696.1330
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CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

At your 
Service ...

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Laura Ensley
RealtoR®

28 N Monroe
Rockford, MI 49341

616-293-5297
www.lauraensley.com

lauraensley1@gmail.com
Each office is independently owned and operated

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

DID YOU 
KNOW...

You now can read your local 
newspaper online!!

At Home or Away 
We’re just a click away

www.cedarspringspost.com

Open Enrollment

Open Enrollment for the Tuition Based Preschool begins 
Monday, February 10, 2014. Classes will be forming for students 
who are 3 or four years old by October 1, 2014.

Families that are interested in tuition assistance for your child 
who will be 3 years old as of October 1, 2014, please complete 
an application at www.firststepskent.org – select Great Start Early 
Childhood Scholarships and then select the link to the 2014-2015 
Childcare Scholarship Application. Questions can be directed 
to the office of Great Start Collaborative/First Steps at 616-742-
8903.

If your child will be 4 as of October 1, 2014 and you are in-
terested in information about a tuition free preschool opportunity, 
please contact the Great Start Readiness Program at 616-447-
2409. Someone will assist you with the application process.

School Board Recognition 
Month

January is School Board Recognition Month – an opportu-
nity for us to celebrate the great things happening in our schools 
and the dedicated volunteer school board members that serve the 
Cedar Springs community.    

With dwindling resources our school board members face some 
of the toughest challenges of any elected officials.  School board 
members are regular citizens, like you and me that have an ex-
traordinary commitment to the children of our community.

Thomas Jefferson recognized the importance of a quality ed-
ucation as a cornerstone of our democratic society.  “Above all 
things I hope the education of the common people will be attended 
to; convinced that on their good sense we may rely with the most 
security for the preservation of a due degree of liberty.”

Today, our school board members are entrusted with the import-
ant work of shaping the education of our youngest citizens.  They 
dedicate countless hours to creating the mission, vision and goals 
that drive our schools.  They are dedicated to creating a school 
culture where collaboration and continuous learning are valued 
and displayed throughout our system.  The seven members of the 
Cedar Springs Board of Education do this work by always keep-
ing children as the center of their work and decision making.

It is easy for us to forget the sacrifices our Board members make 
every day in dedication to this work.  In addition to the hours of 
meetings, board members take time to prepare for each meeting; 
they serve on numerous community boards and committees, 
attend countless community functions and pursue ongoing pro-
fessional development so that they may keep abreast of the latest 
issues facing our schools.

Please join me in saluting the men and women who serve as 
members of the Cedar Springs Board of Education. Take a mo-
ment to express your gratitude for this important service to our 
community.

Brook Nichols .................................................9 Years of Service
Joe Marckini ....................................................6 Years of Service
Todd Hanson....................................................4 Years of Service
Jeff Gust ...........................................................3 Years of Service
Matthew Shoffner ...........................................3 Years of Service
Shannon Vanderhyde  .....................................3 Years of Service
Patricia Eary.......................................................1 Year of Service

Stay healthy this season, 
become a Red Hawk Walker
11/4/13—3/27/14

The cold air is settling in, but you don’t have to give up your 
workout. Cedar Springs Public Schools supports your effort to 
stay healthy this season.  Red Hawk Elementary will open their 
doors to all community members who would like to walk the halls 
from 4:00-8:00 p.m., Monday through 

Thursday when school is in session. If Cedar Springs Public 
Schools is closed due to inclement weather, holiday or no school 
scheduled, walking is canceled that day. 

Scheduled days closed…  February 17 & 18
For inclement weather school closings, please stay tuned to 

your local TV Station listings.

EnGedi Creates A Great 
After-School Resource 
For Students
meredith Pike, csHs class of 2016

Surrounded by colorful walls and green shirt volunteers, the en-
vironment is full of vibrant energy. With laughs and giggles, and 
the slurping of juice boxes, students bond with one another over 
snack time and homework help, while others sit quietly under a 
table and enjoy a intriguing book. It is a place for students to learn 
and create meaningful friendships. This is one of the many af-
ter-school programs throughout Cedar Springs.      

“EnGedi Youth Center is a partner in education with Cedar 
Springs Public Schools,” says Craig Owens, the Executive Direc-
tor of EnGedi. “We are here to help provide after-school resources 
that will benefit both Cedar Springs students and the whole Cedar 
Springs community.” This faith-based program offers students a 
way to thrive in school while meeting new people.  

“In our current location in Red Hawk Elementary we serve 6th-
8th grade students,” says Owens. “[Its’] just a safe environment,” 
says Josh Schram, a weekly volunteer at EnGedi, “[It has the op-
portunity to] help them with life skills.”  EnGedi is constantly sur-
rounded by adult volunteers who are helping and looking out for 
the well-being of students. “I would hope that students know that 
the EnGedi team really cares about them,” replies Owens.

Many of the adult volunteers willingly give their time every 
week to help students continue on their educational journey. This 
program does not only affect the student’s lives, but it also greatly 
impacts the lives of the volunteers. It is a way for volunteers to 
mentor the students and have a positive impact in whatever way 
possible.

“You get to see them right where they’re at [in life],” says 
Schram.   With the calendar year coming to a close,  EnGedi is 
up for some big changes. EnGedi will be expanding into the high 
school to reach out to more of the Cedar Springs community this 
winter.

“At the high school, we will still have an opportunity for stu-
dents to receive help on homework and studies, but the activities 
will be much more community-based,” adds Owens.  The high 
school location will still allow for homework help offered by col-
lege students. This addition will create a way for students to meet 
others they wouldn’t otherwise know. 

Not only is it a place for students to receive additional help with 
school, but it is a way for students to take pride in their commu-
nity. This program offers many opportunities for students right in 
their neighborhood.  “[Students will] be thankful for the oppor-
tunity offered,” replies Bryan Taylor ‘15, EnGedi student board 
member,“Its more of … a social gathering than anything else.”  
EnGedi will establish a way for the student body to grow closer 
together, and to create lifelong friendships throughout the commu-
nity.  “It’s a fun, safe, life-expanding opportunity,” says Owens. 

The EnGedi program was opened to high schoolers starting on 
Monday, Dec. 9, and will be offered any day after school.  “I want 
as many as possible to come and share their thoughts, so we [can] 
‘officially’ open EnGedi in the high school at the start of 2014,” 
encourages Owens.  This addition will add countless opportunities 
for the Cedar Springs community to grow closer together. All stu-
dents are encouraged to come and meet the EnGedi crew, any day 
after school in the cafeteria.

EnGedi is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and funded sole-
ly through donations. If you would like to donate, please make 
checks payable to EnGedi and mail to 15290 Tisdel Ave, Cedar 
Springs, Mi 49319.  For volunteer opportunities, please contact 
Craig Owens at 696-1204 ex.1920.

Superintendent 
Ron McDermed

Bill Tucker, President   
Kara Dault, Trustee
Tom Noreen, Vice President  
Deb McIntyre, Trustee
Elizabeth Marckini, Treasurer  
Shannon Cooper, Trustee
Jeni McIntyre, Secretary   
Ron McDermed, Ex-Officio
Beth Blades, Trustee   
Matt Shoffner, Ex-Officio

Financial Aid Night
On January 22nd at 7:00 PM, Cedar Springs High School will 

host a financial aid informational meeting in the high school caf-
eteria.

A BIG CAST WITH A BIG SHOW
FEBRUARY 6, 7 & 8

For more information, 
VISIT www.hprodcshs.com

David Steffee, current Director of Financial Aid at Aquinas 
College, will be presenting mainly on need-based financial aid. 
He will explain how the need for financial aid is determined and 
will go over different funding sources including, Federal, State 
and institutional funding. Mr. Stefee will also give some pointers 
on filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA) form; this is the form that the government uses to determine 
the amount of financial aid a student receives. 

Becky Powell, former Director of Financial Aid at Montcalm 
Community College, will be on hand to discuss specifics about 
the FAFSA and schedule appointments for students and parents 
who need more personal attention for filling out the FAFSA.

We look forward to seeing you on January 22nd. 

Daphne Cattenhead
Cedar Springs High School

Guidance Department
616 696 1200

Daphne.cattenhead@csredhawks.org

School
...continued from page 10
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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Supplemental insurance plans can help protect your 
family and your wallet

First Baby of 2014 
at Spectrum Health 
United Hospital
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Fastax
& accounting

Personal & Business Taxes

Walk-Ins Welcome
Appointments Advised

Jeannie Larimore
44 S. Main St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-0920

JeannieFastax@gmail.com

McBride Accounting

616-696-1599

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm 
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pmWalk-ins welcome

We are a 
Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

Seth Baker-Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Use “Tax Diversification” to Help Manage 
Retirement Income 

You need to save and invest as much as possi-
ble to pay for the retirement lifestyle you’ve envi-
sioned. But your retirement income also depends, 
to a certain degree, on how your retirement funds 
are taxed. And that’s why you may be interested 
in tax diversification. 

To understand the concept of tax diversifica-
tion, you’ll need to be familiar with how two of 
the most important retirement-savings vehicles 
— an IRA and a 401(k) — are taxed. Essentially, 
these accounts can be classified as either “tradi-
tional” or “Roth.” 

When you invest in a traditional IRA or 
401(k), your contributions may be tax-deductible 
and your earnings can grow tax deferred. With a 
Roth IRA or 401(k), your contributions are not 
deductible, but your distributions can potential-
ly be tax-free, provided you meet certain condi-
tions. (Keep in mind, though, that to contribute to 
a Roth IRA, you can’t exceed designated income 
limits. Also, not all employers offer the Roth op-
tion for 401(k) plans.)

Of course, “tax free” sounds better than “tax 
deferred,” so you might think that a Roth option 
is always going to be preferable. But that’s not 
necessarily the case. If you think your tax bracket 
will be lower in retirement than when you were 
working, a traditional IRA or 401(k) might be a 
better choice, due to the cumulative tax deduc-
tions you took at a higher tax rate. But if your 
tax bracket will be the same, or higher, during re-
tirement, then the value of tax-free distributions 
from a Roth IRA or 401(k) may outweigh the 
benefits of the tax deductions you’d get from a 
traditional IRA or 401(k).

So making the choice between “traditional” 
and “Roth” could be tricky. But here’s the good 
news: You don’t necessarily have to choose, at 

least not with your IRA. That’s because you may 
be able to contribute to both a traditional IRA 
and a Roth IRA, assuming you meet the Roth’s 
income guidelines. This allows you to benefit 
from both the tax deductions of the traditional 
IRA and the potential tax-free distributions of 
the Roth IRA.

And once you retire, this “tax diversification” 
can be especially valuable. Why? Because when 
you have money in different types of accounts, 
you gain flexibility in how you structure your 
withdrawals — and this flexibility can help you 
potentially increase the amount of your after-tax 
disposable income. If you have a variety of ac-
counts, with different tax treatments, you could 
decide to first make your required withdrawals 
(from a traditional IRA and 401(k) or other em-
ployer-sponsored plan), followed, in order, by 
withdrawals from your taxable investment ac-
counts, your tax-deferred accounts and, finally, 
your tax-free accounts. Keep in mind, though, 
that you may need to vary your actual sequence 
of withdrawals from year to year, depending on 
your tax situation. For example, it might make 
sense to change the order of withdrawals, or take 
withdrawals from multiple accounts, to help re-
duce taxes and avoid moving into a different tax 
bracket. 

Clearly, tax diversification can be beneficial. 
So after consulting with your tax and financial 
advisors, consider ways of allocating your retire-
ment plan contributions to provide the flexibility 
you need to maximize your income during your 
retirement years. 

Edward Jones, its employees and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You 
should consult your attorney or qualified tax ad-
visor regarding your situation.

Five key deadlines to help small 
businesses avoid IRS headaches

Deadline to file for new 
Michigan tax exemption 
is February 10
From Kent county Bureau of equalization

There are new changes in Michigan’s Personal Property 
Tax beginning this year.

These changes exempt personal property from taxes un-
der certain conditions. The Kent County Bureau of Equal-
ization wants to be sure all property owners are aware of 
this new tax break, and that they file for exemption before a 
fast-approaching deadline.

A taxpayer who owns, leases, or has possession of per-
sonal property, with a total true cash value of less than 
$80,000, may request the property be exempt by filing an 
exemption affidavit (Form 5076) with the local unit of gov-
ernment. The affidavit must be filed by February 10 each 
year in order to obtain the exemption. If an affidavit is not 
timely filed, the property will not be exempted. Property 
owners who file the affidavit are not required to file the per-
sonal property statement as they have in the past.

“Businesses will want to pay special attention to their 
Personal Property Statements and other letters from their 
Assessor this year,” said Matt Woolford, Director of the 
Kent County Bureau of Equalization. “The majority of 
small businesses may find they are eligible to be exempted 
from paying personal property taxes. Like a homeowner, 
though, businesses will have to apply to their local assessor 
to receive an exemption. It is in every business owner’s in-
terest to educate themselves on these new tax breaks. They 
should contact their local assessor to find out more how this 
law may apply to them.”

Along with the deadline, there are provisions that prevent 
property owners from dividing up their property among dif-
ferent entities to fall under the threshold. In addition, the 
law requires the property owner to maintain records demon-
strating the value of their personal property and make those 
records available to the assessor on demand.

This is a significant change to the personal property tax 
law and property owners with questions are encouraged to 
contact their local Assessor’s office. For 2014 only, a tax-
payer who misses the February 10 deadline may petition 
the March Board of Review to add the exemption; however, 
the Bureau of Equalization strongly recommends filing an 
exemption affidavit before the deadline.

The Affidavit of Owner of Eligible Personal Property 
Claiming Exemption from Collection of Taxes (Form 5076) 
can be found at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/trea-
sury/5076_439273_7.pdf or at your local Assessor’s office.

BPT) - The adage that 
an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure still 
rings true - especially for 
businesses preparing for tax 
season. If you oversee your 
company’s filing require-
ments, knowing what is due 
and when can save you and 
your employee’s penalties, 
time and stress.

Every year, January’s ar-
rival means two important 
tasks if you are in charge 
of filing and reporting for 
your company or employ-
er: issuing W-2s and 1099 
forms to employees. Small-
to-medium-sized business-
es should plan accordingly 
to stay ahead of key dates 
crucial to making the 2013 
filing season your “gold-
star” year.

According to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS), 
businesses must send their 
employees W-2s by Jan. 31 
and provide all W-2s and 
the transmittal form W-3 to 
the IRS by the last day of 
February.

If an employee does not 
receive a W-2 from their 
employer, they can contact 
the IRS for assistance. The 
IRS requests employees to 
wait until at least Feb. 14, 
allowing for slow mail de-
livery. After Feb. 14, the 

IRS will contact the em-
ployer and request the em-
ployee receive a duplicate 
W-2. The employer will be 
notified of the penalties if 
it fails to comply with gov-
ernment regulations, which 
can include fines, penalties 
and even imprisonment.

The same applies to is-
suing 1099s, used primar-
ily for reporting company 
payments to freelance and 
contract workers, or other 
non-employees. In general, 
businesses need to furnish 
employees with a copy of 
their 1099 form by Jan. 31, 
2014.

According to the experts 
at Greatland Corporation, a 
company that provides W-2 
and 1099 forms and e-filing 
services to small business-
es, for the past three years, 
the IRS has been cracking 
down on contractors who 

aren’t always attentive 
when it comes to paying 
taxes. In fact, the govern-
ment has collected $9.5 
million in back wages from 
employers who misclassi-
fied workers as independent 
contractors since 2011.

“We have many cus-
tomers that used to feel 
overwhelmed by adopt-
ing a clear process for 
managing the timeline for 
ordering and submitting 
their forms,” says Janice 
Krueger, a spokesperson for 
Greatland, one of the coun-
try’s leading providers of 
W-2 and 1099 products for 
business. “Feedback from a 
recent survey we conducted 
showed that 43 percent of 
small business filers are ter-
rified of being fined by the 
IRS for not complying with 
a new rule or regulation for 
W-2 and 1099 reporting. 

Adopting an early game-
plan is always recommend-
ed to allow enough time for 
the complicated filings.”

Estimates are that 20 per-
cent of businesses misclas-
sify workers; so make sure 
your business knows how 
to correctly report your con-
tractors when issuing a W-2 
and 1099 forms.

According to Greatland, 
these key dates will allow 
company W-2 and 1099 fil-
ers to stay on track this fil-
ing season:

* Jan. 31, 2014 - Due date 
to mail employee copies for 
W-2

* Jan. 31, 2014 - Due date 
to mail recipient copies for 
1099

* Feb. 18, 2014 - Due date 
for 1099-MISC if reporting 
payments in boxes 8 or 14

* Feb. 28, 2014 - Due 
date to send Copy A to fed-
eral agency on paper (W-2 
to SSA, 1099 to IRS)

* March 31, 2014 - Due 
date to send Copy A to Fed-
eral agency electronically 
(W-2 to SSA, 1099 to IRS)

To make sure your busi-
ness doesn’t miss a dead-
line, you can find a full 
list of federal state and fil-
ing dates to remember on 
Greatland’s W-2 and 1099 
fact center website.

Seth James Nicholson was the first baby born in 2014 at 
Spectrum Health United Hospital, in Greenville.

He was born at 9:39 pm on January 2, 2014 in United 
Hospital’s obstetrics unit. His parents, Annette and Tim 
Nicholson, live in Stanton. 

Seth weighed 4 pounds, 5 ounces, and was 17 inches 
long. He was delivered by Dr. Andrea Sterling. 
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of accident plans: accident fixed-benefit and accident 
medical expense. Accident fixed-benefit plans pay a set 
amount for treatment of covered injuries due to an acci-
dent. They pay in addition to any other plan benefits in 
place, and the cash can be used for whatever the policy-
holder wants—to replace lost income, pay medical bills 
or take care of household expenses. Accident medical ex-
pense plans help pay out-of-pocket medical costs that are 
not covered by other plans.

There also are supplemental plans available for dental 
care.

Taking the time to research plans is important in order 
to select the right supplemental insurance to protect your-
self and your family in the face of a medical emergency.

Choose options that fit your unique needs and your bud-

get, and you’ll be better equipped to weather a sudden 
illness or accident. No matter how the health care market 
might change, people will continue to have out-of-pocket 
costs for items not covered by major medical insurance, 
and supplemental plans are one way to cover those unex-
pected expenses.
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whichever is greater. The penalty for children is $47.50 per 
child. The maximum penalty is $285 per family. Next year 
it increases to 2 percent or $325 per person, and in 2016 it 
is 2.5 percent of income or $695 per person. In 2017 and 
beyond it will be adjusted by the cost of living. The penalty 
will be due when you pay your taxes. Paying the penal-
ty does not give you insurance; you will still need to fully 
fund your own healthcare, at a non-discounted rate.

There are some circumstances that may help you qualify 
for a hardship exemption. To see those and to get a form to 
apply, go to www.healthcare.gov/exemptions/

What is the transitional reinsurance program?
One thing that caught some people by surprise this month 

is a new fee called the transitional reinsurance program. 
People covered under their own employer’s insurance plan 
began paying the fee this month, in addition to the fee de-
ducted for their own insurance plan. The program takes the 
fees and then pays it to insurers in the individual market 
that cover high-risk individuals. The fee will be in place 
from 2014 to 2016, and supposedly “levels the playing 
field” across the health insurance markets, and protects the 
high-risk insurers from huge losses. 

NEXT WEEK: What businesses need to know

 
 

I am here to help you with the 

Affordable Care Act. 
 

Are you prepared for the March 31st deadline? 
Contact me today.  I’m a licensed health 
insurance agent that can navigate through the 
obstacles of the Affordable Care Act for you.  My 
services are available at no charge to you.  In as 
little as 15 minutes, you can know how much 
cost share you qualify for and start taking 
advantage of the 10 Essential Health Benefits.  
Dental coverage is also available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Conflitti Agency 
30 S. Main St. 
Cedar Springs, MI 
616-696-8255 
chris@conflittiagency.com 
 

 

Need Help?
Get help LOCALLY!

(BPT) - No one wakes up 
thinking that their day will 
include a heart attack or a 
cancer diagnosis.

But unexpected medical 
emergencies can happen 
to anyone at any time, and 
few people are prepared for 
the expenses that accompa-
ny them. Financial experts 
often recommend building 
an emergency fund con-
sisting of six months of 
salary, but few people can 
achieve that in these diffi-
cult economic times.

“One way to prepare for 
a significant health event is 
to consider supplemental 
insurance, a policy that can 
be bought in addition to 
your major medical plan,” 
says Scott Krienke of As-
surant Health, a Milwau-
kee-based insurer. “These 
plans can be used to pay 
out-of-pocket costs not 
covered by major medi-
cal, as well as non-medical 
costs related to an injury or 
illness.”

Supplemental plans gen-
erally pay cash directly to 
the consumer. The money 
can be used however the 
customer chooses, wheth-
er it’s for day-to-day costs 
like child care or lost wag-

es, or medical expenses 
not covered by a major 
medical policy such as de-
ductibles, co-insurance or 
experimental/alternative 
treatments.

While most people may 
not want to believe they’ll 
ever experience a critical 
illness, data from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention show that 
heart disease is the nation’s 

No. 1 killer, followed by 
cancer. Stroke is the fourth 
leading cause of death, fol-
lowed by accidents.

Supplemental insurance 
plans are available for spe-
cific critical illnesses, such 
as heart, stroke and cancer, 
and offer a range of benefit 
levels to fit different needs 
and budgets. Critical ill-
ness supplemental plans 
pay upon life-threatening 
diagnosis to help offset ex-
penses.

Supplemental plans for 
accidents also can be a 
helpful add-on to a major 
medical plan. The cost of 
medical care and produc-
tivity losses associated 
with motor vehicle crash 
injuries was over $99 bil-
lion in the U.S. in 2010, 
according to the CDC.

There are two types 



A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #3p

Mike’s Lawn Care and Snow 
Plow Service. Maintaining your 
home and business. Services – 
handyman jobs, lawn care and 
snowplowing. Please call Mike 
at 616-980-6035. #3p
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Help 
Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
are online @

www.cedarspringspost.com

Meet lubina!  She is 
a 2 year old Pit Bull mix 
who is very social, friendly 
and outgoing.  Lubina 
enjoys playing with other 
dogs and playing with toys.  
If you are looking for an 
active, fun dog, come and 
meet Lubina at Humane 
Society of West Michigan.

 
Meet luna!  She is a 

2 year old Siamese mix.  
Luna is a cat who enjoys 
being pet and hanging 
out wherever you 
are!  Luna loves to play 
with her favorite cat 
toys and is very social.  
Come and meet Luna 
at Humane Society of 
West Michigan!

apartments 
for rent

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOuND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

AUCTION ServICeS

PETS of the WEEk

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Critter
Corner

Homes for 
sale

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

small ads 
make ¢ents
call 696-3655

fOr SAle

ChIld CAre

Permanent position
open at The POST in sales.

eARn exTRA $$
Make your own job. Work 20 hours or 40. Work in a 
newspaper office or from your home office. Looking to 
make extra money in sales? If selling does not scare you, 
The Post is always looking for someone who is willing to 
work at it, and has the ability to close a sale. Seeking a 
person who can’t give up and needs to be challenged 
every day. Someone who can drive themselves without 
driving their co-workers crazy.
This is a commission paid position. We supply the sales 
materials, business cards and the work space w/phone 
access. Must have good phone skills, in person skills. 
Some driving may be required. Prior sales experience is 
helpful. Quitters need not apply.

For more info, send your resume and contact 
information and we will get back with you. 
Send to: sales@cedarspringspost.com.

HELP WAntEd

PH. 616.696.3655
Fax 616.696.9010

Voices / Views
A Year of Focused Commitment

By sen. carl levin

Trust ... but definitely verify 

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY 

next door to Meijer 

You know 
its time to move 

and
3513 FERNFIELD
is waiting for you!

$41,000
includes garage

 
Call Marilyn at 
616-696-1100

FREE HEAT!!
Kent Ridge &

Kent Ridge Junction 
Apartments

77 Kent Ridge Dr., Kent City
Just Off M-37
10 Minutes to

Alpine Shopping District
Rent Based on Income

Equal Housing Opportunity
Barrier Free Units

TDD:  800-649-3777
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Call Today!
616-678-4329

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care, the hottest place to 
be in the coolest town. 
Look us up at Lean-
PlayandGrowDaycare.
com. 616-696-3754. #2-5p

Zoning Administrator for Pierson 
Township. Now accepting 
applications for Zoning 
Administrator. Please send 
resume to Pierson Township, 
PO Box 109, Pierson, MI 
49339 or pick up application at 
Pierson Township. Deadline for 
all applications is January 20, 
2014. Experience is preferred 
but not required. Training will be 
provided. #3b

Season dried firewood, 4x8x16, 
5-10 cord load delivered. 989-
285-4572. #44-3p

Cute, upstairs, close to 
downtown, one bedroom 
apartment. Non-smoker. Stove, 
fridge, water, trash, lawn, snow 
plowing and off street parking 
included. $500 a month plus 
deposit. 616-696-2233. #3,4p

fOr reNT

Lost: 5 year old male cat, black, 
brown & gray, w/green eyes. 
Lost on Monday 12/23 in the 
area of Maple and Main St. in 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-401-
9832. #2

Found: Male Terrier mix, white 
and tan, found on 18 Mile Rd. 
near Myers Lake on December 
31st. Call 616-293-0147. #1

Free: Rabbits need good 
homes. One is a Giant, the 
second is a Lion Head (small), 
both males, with cages, food, 
bedding included. These are 
indoor pets. 231-629-9222, ask 
for Linda. #3

Critter
Corner

When I announced last 
March that I would not seek 
reelection in 2014, I said that 
I wanted to spend my time 
working on a number of seri-
ous challenges that Michigan 
and the nation face, rather 
than on reelection. As we 
begin the new year, I want 
to update you on the tests we 
faced in 2013 and where I 
believe we can move forward 

in the year ahead.
Among the tasks I mentioned in my announcement was 

my responsibility as chairman of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee to monitor and advance the end of our 
combat commitment to Afghanistan and to help the ser-
vices, our troops and their families recover from the strains 
of more than a decade at war.

In two trips to Afghanistan over the last year, I have seen 
rapid and positive changes that are transforming security 
and daily life for the people of Afghanistan. Challenges 
remain, but our troops and our nation should feel a sense 
of accomplishment about what we have done there for our 
national security and for the people of Afghanistan. 

In Syria, where severe repression has sparked a revolt 
against the dictator Bashar Assad, the use of chemical 
weapons by Assad’s forces against civilians shocked the 
world. With a strong U.S. push, international pressure 
pushed Assad into an unprecedented agreement to destroy 
Syria’s chemical weapons capability. That agreement is an 
advance for the security of the region and the world.

Pressure on another outlier country—Iran—has for 
the first time in decades provided at least some hope of 
progress. Late in the year, the United States and our allies 
reached an interim agreement that freezes Iran’s nuclear 
program and could set the stage for a final agreement that 
ends the possibility of an Iranian nuclear weapon. Like 
most Americans, I am skeptical of Iran’s leaders, but I be-
lieve this interim step should be given a chance to succeed.

As our involvement in Afghanistan recedes, we have an 
opportunity and a responsibility to give greater attention to 
tired military families and help the services rebuild military 
readiness that has been strained by war. But that opportuni-
ty will slip away if we do not address the continuing threat 

of budget sequestration.
Sequestration is the across-the-board, automatic spend-

ing cuts that slashed major funding from important domes-
tic and national security programs in 2013. These cuts have 
closed Head Start classrooms; ended research programs to 
fight life-threatening diseases; and forced our military to 
ground fighter jets and cancel important training exercises. 
The budget agreement we reached at the end of 2013 reduc-
es sequestration’s impact somewhat for the next two years 
and offers a bit of hope for an end to the cycle of crisis that 
has plagued Congress. But it does not touch sequestration 
for the following six years. 

In the longer term, there is only one solution to the se-
questration problem: We should replace these meat-ax cuts 
with a balanced deficit reduction plan. Any such plan must 
include additional revenue. I have introduced two bills 
that would close unjustified tax loopholes identified by the 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, which I chair. 
These loopholes are the source of massive tax avoidance 
by highly profitable multinational corporations and wealthy 
individuals at the expense of middle-income families. I will 
continue searching for common ground with colleagues of 
both parties to work for a balanced replacement for seques-
tration.

We’ve made significant progress in recent years in build-
ing on Michigan’s manufacturing and technological excel-
lence to enhance our state’s competitiveness and improve 
opportunities for Michigan workers. The growing strength 
of our auto industry as it emerges from its restructuring is 
just one result of these efforts. Michigan is an increasingly 
important hub for development of green-energy technol-
ogies in vehicles and other fields. The Facility for Rare 
Isotope Beams, a groundbreaking nuclear research facili-
ty being established at Michigan State University, reached 
important milestones. I’ll keep working in the year ahead 
to strengthen our foundation of economic competitiveness.

The last year was a difficult one for our state’s largest 
city, Detroit. I and other members of the Michigan delega-
tion have worked to do all we could to make sure that the 
city has access to all available federal resources to assist in 
its recovery, and I’ll continue to look for ways to help.

There is no question this year will be a challenging one. 
My final year in the Senate will be one of focused commit-
ment to the job I was sent here to do. 

Carl Levin is the senior U.S. senator from Michigan.

By lee H. Hamilton  

Of all the numbers thrown 
at us over the course of last 
year, one stands out for me. I 
fervently hope we can avoid 
repeating it this year. That 
number is 12. It’s the per-
centage of Americans in a 
December Quinnipiac poll 
who said they trust the gov-
ernment in Washington to do 
what is right most or all of 

the time. It’s a depressingly small number, especially com-
pared to the 41 percent who say they “hardly ever” trust 
the government. On top of that, a few months ago an AP 
poll found that fewer than a third of Americans trust one 
another. The poll’s message is clear: our society is in the 
midst of a crisis in trust.

Trust is essential to our political system and our way of 
life. The belief that people and institutions will do what 
they say they will do is the coin of the realm in our society. 
It is what allows people to work together—in their daily 
interactions with others and in their communities, legisla-
tures and Congress. Negotiation, compromise, collegiality, 
and the mechanisms our complex and diverse society de-
pends upon are impossible without trust. 

You could argue that we see all around us the results of 
our trust deficit. Government dysfunction, an economy per-
forming below its potential, public officials’ scandals and 
misdeeds, trusted institutions’ willingness to skirt the law 
and standards of good conduct, our social safety net un-
der attack because people mistrust recipients—all of these 
speak to a society struggling as trust weakens.

Yet here’s the question. Do the polls match your experi-
ence? In my case, they do not. Trust is still a big part of my 
dealings with institutions and individuals, most of whom 
are good people trying to live a decent life and to be helpful 
to others. Trust may have weakened, but most of us do not 

see or experience a corrupt America. A sense of commu-
nity remains crucially important to make this country safe 
and secure for ourselves and our children. Events in recent 
years have given us plenty of reason to be distrustful. Clear-
ly, healthy skepticism is warranted in the wake of the NSA 
revelations and other evidence of government and corpo-
rate misbehavior. In the end, however, “trust but verify” is 
still the golden standard. Our ability to function and move 
forward as a society rests on trust. Think about it. 

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at 
Indiana University. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

Studies show that 
reading keeps the 

mind sharp. Give your 
brain a boost. Sub-

scribe to the newspa-
per and expand your 
mind with a world of 

information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed 
Subscription to 

The Post for only 
$25.00 per year!

Kent County Prosecutor’s Office declined to press charges. 
One of those men—Robert Stewart McCombs, 63, was 

rearrested last week for lying to police about whether he 
knew or had had contact with the victim. He is also being 
charged as a habitual offender, 3rd offense. He is being held 
on a $250,000 bond. He had reportedly fled the state and 
went to Tennessee after he was last released from jail. 

McCombs waived his preliminary hearing Tuesday 
in 61st District Court in Grand Rapids, and his case was 
bound over to Circuit Court.

Homicide
...continued from page 3

Police are still looking for some of Day’s personal items 
that are missing. Police said the Day was last seen on vid-
eo surveillance wearing a backpack. Both the backpack and 
some of his belongings are missing, such as his wallet, cloth-
ing and coat. Police are especially interested in the wallet. 

“We don’t know what he had in his wallet, but we have 
reason to believe that it was tossed out,” said Lt. Ron Gates. 

Police said the items may have been thrown from a car, or 
may have been thrown in a dumpster.

Detectives are asking for anyone with information on a 
found backpack, clothing or Steven Day’s activities just pri-
or to the homicide call Det. Justin DeBoode, Kent County 
Sheriff Department, at 616-632-6130 or Silent Observer at 
616-774-2345.

The Cedar Springs 
Post
· 2,888 likes 
· 40 talking about this 
· 21 were here

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

Help us reach 3,000 likes!
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Kool Chevrolet
w w w. K o o l G M . c o m

JUST NORTH OF I-96 ON PLAINFIELD

10-1500 points,
TOPPED OFF UP TO $3000

1501-2500 points,
TOPPED OFF UP TO $4000

VIEW OUR USED & GM CERTIFIED AT WWW.KOOLGM.COM

(616) 364-9431
Toll Free 1-866-275-5665

3770 PLAINFIELD NE, GRAND RAPIDS
LOCATED JUST NORTH OF 4 MILE ROAD

MON. 9-8 & WED. 9-8,
TUE., THUR., FRI. 9-6
SAT. 9-3

KOOL CAN HANDLE
ALLYOURSATURN,

PONTIACand HUMMER
SERVICE,WARRANTY,
ANDBODY SHOP

NEEDS!

*All prices and lease payments are plus tax, title, license and DOC fee.
New car prices include all applicable incentives and not all may qualify.
All payments based on good credit and all may not qualify. Sale price
include listed incentives. Owner loyalty requires owner of select G.M.
vehicles. Trades must have current title and registration. See Kool for
details. Vehicle may not be as shown and are subject to prior sale.

**You must take delivery out of dealer stock before 01/25/14

�����������
������ ������

��������������

Model Down Payment Sec. Deposit Amt. Due @ Start Tot. Pmts. L.E.V. Allowed Miles Cost/Mile Over Limit
Cruze LT $315.90 $7,109.70 $11,426.00 32,500 25¢
Malibu LS $556.88 $8,883.42 $12.860.40 32,500 25¢
Impala 1LT $621.90 $11,477.70 $17,054.40 32,500 25¢
Volt $744.28 $13,079.82 $20,925.45 32,500 25¢
Equinox LS $546.56 $9,674.34 $14,636.30 32,500 25¢
Traverse LS $579.53 $11,580.27 $19,332.30 32,500 25¢
Silverado Double Door $705.22 $13,018.98 $20,793.00 32,500 25¢

$0 $0

• GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED • GM CERTIFIED •

2 YEAR 24,000 MILE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM INCLUDED WITH ALL 2014 CHEVROLET MODELS

Jim
Raymond

Mark
Breinling

Terry
Raad

Troy
Wilde

Tim
Tenbrink

Elmo
Carlson

Randy
Totten

Dean
Paavola

Scott
Staudacher

Ken
Jolliffe

Phil
Lyman

Chuck
Vanzee

Tom
Baker

Chris
Schaberg

Brady
Foster

Keith
Remelts

Elijah
Ayers

Dawn
Stevens

GRAND RAPIDS’ LARGEST NORTH END FULL-SERVICE G.M. DEALER

($341.40 Due) ($689 Due)

2014 CHEVY
TTTTTRRRRRAAAAAVVVVVEEEEERRRRRSSSSSEEEEE

MSRP $32,220
REBATE -$1,000
GM LOYALTY -$500

24
MPG

UP TO

3.6 V/6, 6 speed auto, air, tilt,
cruise, power windows, locks,
power seat, 8 passenger
seating, bluetooth connectivity,
and more!

Sale Price $28,37032*

2014 CHEVY
IIIIIMMMMMPPPPPAAAAALLLLLAAAAA LLLLLTTTTT

MSRP $29,920
GM LOYALTY -$500

Sale Price $27,14805*

$27764*

PER

39 MO.
LEASE

($621.90 Due)
at sign

O
R

#340
#690

2004 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX GT

CLEARANCE PRICE $6,988

3.8 V/6, HEATED LEATHER,
POWER MOONROOF, EXTRA CLEAN

2006 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500HD EXT CAB 4X4

SALE PRICE $20,988
6.6L DURAMAX, HEATED LEATHER,

1 OWNER, EXTRA CLEAN

2008 GMC SIERRA CREW CAB 4X4

SALE PRICE $22,988
LOADED, 5.3L, EXTRA CLEAN,

77,000 MILES

2007 FORD RANGER SUPERCAB 4X4

CLEARANCE PRICE $8,488
4.0V/6/ LOADED,

VERY CLEAN & WELL MAINTAINED

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB 4X4

SALE PRICE $28,988
5.3V/8, LOADED,

BOUGHT NEW & SERVICED HERE, 18,000 MILES

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX AWD 2LT

SALE PRICE $26,600
3.6V/6, HEATED LEATHER, GREAT BUY!

PRICED $2000. BELOW RETAIL

2011 CHEVY CRUZE ECO - 42 MPG HWY

SALE PRICE $12,988
1.4L, 6 SPEED,

1 OWNER

SALE PRICE $23,950
QUAD SEATING, TOW PKG.

1 OWNER ONLY 27,000 MILES

2011 CHEVY TRAVERSE AWD LT

2008 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT CAB. 4X4 Z71

SALE PRICE $22,988
LT TRIM, 5.3V8, 1 OWNER, BOUGHT NEW AND

SERVICED HERE, ONLY 30,000 MILES

2010 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4 LTZ

HEATED LEATHER, MOON ROOF, DVD SYSTEM,
NAVIGATION, 35,000 MILES

SALE PRICE $38,988

Automatic transmission,
air, tilt, power windows,
AM/FM stereo.

Sale Price $13,797*
MSRP $14,645

2014 CHEVY
SSSSSPPPPPAAAAARRRRRKKKKK

#070

Blowout Price $50,73350*
MSRP $60,005

2013 CHEVY
TTTTTTTAAAAAAAHHHHHHHOOOOOOOEEEEEEE LLLLLLLTTTTTTTZZZZZZZ
4 WHEEL DRIVE
5.3 Vortec, 6 speed, auto overdrive,
Tri Zone climate control, 10 way
power heated bucket seats, sun
roof, DVD entertainment, nav, 10
speaker Bose surround sound, H.D.
Trailer pkg., and much more!

GGGGMMMM DDDDIIIISSSSCCCCOOOOUUUUNNNNTTTT NNNNOOOOWWWW IIIINNNNCCCCLLLLUUUUDDDDEEEESSSS AAAAUUUUNNNNTTTTSSSS////UUUUNNNNCCCCLLLLEEEESSSS////NNNNIIIIEEEECCCCEEEESSSS////NNNNEEEEPPPPHHHHEEEEWWWWSSSS

Sale Price $28,61101*

MSRP $33,535
REBATE -$750
TRADE BONUS CASH -$1,000
GM LOYALTY -$1,500

2014 CHEVY
SSSSSSSIIIIIIILLLLLLLVVVVVVVEEEEEEERRRRRRRAAAAAAADDDDDDDOOOOOOO 1111111555555500000000000000
4 WHEEL DRIVE
5.3/355 H.P., 6 speed auto, air,
power windows, locks, tilt,
cruise, AM/FM stereo/CD, snow
plow prep package, H.D. Trailer
pkg and much more!

#123

GM CERTIFIED INCLUDES: 12 MONTH/12,000 MILE LIMITED
BUMPER TO BUMPER WARRANTY

2 YEARS/24,000 MILES OF FREE MAINTENANCE AND

6 speed auto, dual zone
automatic climate control,
power seat, heated mirrors,
18” aluminum wheels,
and more.

($34411.40 Due)($341.40 Due) ($689 Duee)($689 Due)

6 sp. automatic, air, tilt,
cruise, stereo/CD. MP3,
10 air bags, power windows,
locks and much more!

MSRP $22,965
REBATE -$1,750
GM LOYALTY -$500

Sale Price$19,23550*

2014 CHEVY
MMMMMAAAAALLLLLIIIIIBBBBBUUUUU LLLLLSSSSS

34
MPG

UP TO

#819

$21489*

PER

39 MO.
LEASEO

R

($557* Due)
at sign($744.28 Due)

at sign

($316 Due)
at sign

1.4 Extended Range, automatic,
air, power windows, locks,
tilt, cruise, am/fm stereo/cd,
Bluetooth capable, remote start,
polished aluminum wheels.

Sale Price $34,41281*
MSRP $36,285
CURRENT LEASES (NON GM) -$500

Qualifies For Tax Credit -$7,500

After Tax Credit $26,91281*

2014 CHEVY
VVVVVOOOOOLLLLLTTTTT

94
MPG-e

UP TO

#583

Power windows, locks, tilt,
cruise, air, AM/FM stereo/CD,
side impact air bags and more!

MSRP $25,235
REBATE -$500
GM LOYALTY -$500

Sale Price $22,24132*

2014 CHEVY
EEEEEQQQQQQUUUUUIIIIINNNNNOOOOOXXXXX LLLLLSSSSS

32
MPG

UP TO

#303

$23402*

PER

39 MO.
LEASE

($547 Due)
at sign

O
R

#599

1.4 Turbo, 4 cyl., air cond., tilt,
keyless entry, power windows,
locks, AM/FM stereo/CD
& more!

MSRP $19,700
REBATE -$1,500
GM LOYALTY -$500

Sale Price $16,86560*

$17198*

PER

39 MO.
LEASE

$31640*

PER

39 MO.
LEASE

O
R

O
R

2014 CHEVY
CCCCCCRRRRRUUUUUUZZZZZEEEEE LLLLLTTTTT

38
MPG

UP TO

$0 DOWN
LEASE

$0 DOWN
LEASE

$0 DOWN
LEASE

$0 DOWN
LEASE

$0 DOWN
LEASE

$0 DOWN
LEASE

1.8 4 cyl, 6 speed automatic,
air, tilt, AM/FM stereo, power
windows, locks, AM/FM CD
stereo keyless entry, Black
Granite metallic.

Sale Price $15,89219*

MSRP $18,115
REBATE -$500
GM LOYALTY -$500

#863

2014 CHEVY
SSSSSSOOOOOONNNNNIIIIICCCCCC LLLLLTTTTT

GM EMPLOYEES AND FAMILY $47,703.85*

4760459-03

$31492*

PER

39 MO.
LEASEO

R

($705.22* Due)
at signSale Price $29,367*

MSRP $34,655
REBATE -$750
TRADE BONUS CASH -$1,000
GM LOYALTY -$1,500

2014 CHEVY
SSSSSSSIIIIIIILLLLLLLVVVVVVVEEEEEEERRRRRRRAAAAAAADDDDDDDOOOOOOO
DOUBLE DOOR 4X4
5.3/355hp V8, 6 speed auto,
windows, locks, tilt,
cruise, climate control,
AM/FM stereo/CD,
H.D. Trailer pkg. and more!

#455

22
MPG

UP TO

Sale Price $32,71531*

MSRP $40,131
REBATE -$3,000
BONUS CASH -$750
OWNER LOYALTY -$1,000

2014 CHEVY
SSSSSSSIIIIIIILLLLLLLVVVVVVVEEEEEEERRRRRRRAAAAAAADDDDDDDOOOOOOO
H.D. 2500 CREW CAB 4X4
6.0/367 H.P. 6-sp. auto,
air, tilt, cruise,
power windows/locks,
power camper mirror,
H.D. Trailer pkg.
and much more!

#298
#298

($579.56 Due)
at sign

$28012*

PER

39 MO.
LEASEO

R

WEST MICHIGAN’S TOP GM CERTIFIED DEALER

$0 DOWN
LEASE

6.6” & 8 ft.
Beds available

PLUS Only at Kool Chevrolet, GM Employee pricing on all in stock Cruze, Malibu, Equinox, Traverse, Sonic & Impala vehicles

$1000 * MINIMUM
for your trade-in

GUARANTEED

CURRENT GM
OWNERS LESSEES

Get Up To

in Loyalty
Bonus Cash

CURRENT GM
OWNERS & LESSEES


