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Year in Review 2019Supreme Court 
denies Duram 
appeal
By Judy Reed

Glenna Mary Duram, 
51, convicted of first 
degree premeditated 
murder in the May 2015 
shooting death of her 
husband, Martin Du-
ram, in Ensley Town-
ship, will not be allowed 
to appeal the April 30, 
2019 judgment of the 
Michigan Court of Ap-
peals, which upheld her 
conviction in Newaygo 
County Circuit Court.

The Michigan Supreme Court handed down the de-
nial on December 23. According to the order, it says, 
“it is DENIED, because we are not persuaded that the 
questions presented should be reviewed by this Court. 
The motion to remand is DENIED.”

Duram had appealed to the Michigan Court of Ap-
peals, in April, contending that evidence admitted in 
court showing the titles of websites she had visited on 
her cell phone on the morning of the murder consti-
tuted inadmissible hearsay and was unfairly prejudi-
cial. The titles of the websites were all Ruger-relat-
ed—which was the type of gun she shot her husband 
Marty with.

But the Court of Appeals judges disagreed with her 
assertion, in an opinion on April 29, saying that “Al-
though the evidence did not disclose the content of the 
web pages or the purpose for which the user accessed 
them, reasonable jurors could infer from the evidence 
that defendant had accessed web pages related to the 
murder weapon in contemplation of killing Martin…
The evidence was relevant because it had a tendency 
to make the existence of the state of mind required 
for first-degree premeditated murder more probable.” 

Duram shot her husband five times before shooting 
herself twice in the head. She was found under a blan-
ket on the floor. Evidence showed, however, that she 
had moved around the home, even locking the door, 
after shooting herself.

She is currently serving a life sentence without 
chance of parole.

Christina Keller, Martin’s ex-wife, said that the or-
der by the Supreme Court is a big relief to his family. 
“Especially Marty’s mom. She seemed to stress more 
about the fact Glenna was even allowed to appeal. 
Now she can be at ease and continue to move on,” 
she explained.

Glenna Duram is serving 
a life sentence without 
chance of parole for the 
murder of her husband, 
Martin, in Ensley Township, 
in 2015. Photo from Michigan 
Dept. of Corrections.

Top story for 2019: City 
Impact to the rescue

This apartment fire at Red Flannel Acres left seven families homeless. Post photo by J. Reed.

An ice storm in early 2019 left over 100,000 people 
without power or heat. Post photo by J. Reed.

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE

By Judy Reed

There were a couple of big things that happened 
here in Cedar Springs in 2019, and one entity that 
had a big part to play in how they both turned out.

In the first week of February, the Cedar Springs 
community was hit hard by two back to back ice 
storms that hammered West Michigan, leaving 
a path of ice, snow, downed tree branches, and 
downed power lines in its wake. Many were with-
out power on Wednesday, February 6, after the 
first ice storm, and on Thursday another one hit, 
causing widespread outages, including most of the 
Cedar Springs area. Over 100,000 people were 
without power.

Consumers first predicted Sunday evening to 
have everyone’s power restored, then changed it to 
Monday at 11:30 p.m. That was bad news for those 
without power, including the entire City of Cedar 
Springs, who lost power when a transmission line 
at the substation at Fifth and Church Street explod-
ed. Schools remained closed, restaurants and gas 
stations had no power, and Meijer was on partial 
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Three-car crash 
injures several

A three-car crash at Northland Drive and 16 
Mile Rd Thursday evening, January 2, injured 
several people.

The call came across dispatch shortly before 7 
p.m. Early reports stated that one person was un-
conscious and needed to be extricated, and there 
were a couple of other patients with minor inju-
ries.

Northbound Northland Drive was shut down at 
Indian Lakes, and the southbound lane of North-
land was shut down at 16 Mile Rd while the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office and firefighters worked 
at the scene.

No other details were available at press time.

Firefighters work to extricate a victim from this car.
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LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

“Hangover”
in Norwegian 

is directly translated to 

“carpenters in the head”

The Post travels
—everywhere!

Noah Gorby, of Cedar Springs, went on a weeklong trip with his 
grandparents, Dave and Jan Malmo, of Howard City, out East. 
Great photo bomb by the llama! 

It was a great year for our “Post travels to” feature in 2019. 
The Post traveled far and wide. It traveled as close as Bat-
tle Creek, and as far away as Denmark. Other places the Post 
visited include: Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula, the Thumb, 
Hawaii, northern Michigan, the Grand Canyon, Alaska, Las 
Vegas, Washington state, Spain, Portugal, Ireland, Montana, 
out East, Tennessee, Idaho, California, Central America, South 
America, and the Bahamas.

We are out of “Post travels” photos, so please send us yours 
in 2020!

Are you going on vacation? Be sure to take along a printed 
edition of the Post and get someone to snap a photo of you or 
your family with it. Send it to us along with some info about 
your trip (where you went, who went along, what you saw) 
and send the photo and info to news@cedarspringspost.com. 
We will print as space allows. If you forget the Post, please do 
not photoshop it into the photo. Just take it with you next time!

Suspect sentenced in 
gas station robbery

Brandon Gilley

By Judy Reed

A second suspect in a 
robbery at a gas station in 
Algoma Township has been 
sentenced to prison.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
employees reported that 
two suspects entered the 
J&H Family store, at 3620 
14 Mile Rd (near Edger-
ton) on Thursday, August 
22, shortly after 1 a.m. One 
of them was armed with a 
handgun, and demanded 

cash from the register. The 
suspects took an undeter-
mined amount of cash and 
cigarettes and then fled in a 
silver Chevrolet Silverado 
extended cab pickup truck.

The first suspect, identi-
fied as Daniel Morris, 35, 
of Newaygo, was taken into 
custody on Wednesday, Au-
gust 28, in the Jackson area 
after investigators followed 
up on a lead that eventu-
ally directed them to the 
suspect’s location. He was 
sentenced in November to 

five to 60 years in prison on 
a charge of armed robbery.

The second suspect, 
Brandon Gilley, 26, was 
apprehended in Septem-
ber. He was sentenced on 
December 19 on a charge 
of armed robbery and also 
received a sentence of five 
to 60 years in prison. At 
the time of the robbery, he 
was on probation for assault 
with a dangerous weapon, 
so will have to finish out 
that sentence as well.

Daniel Morris

Man falls through 
ice on Long Lake

By Judy Reed

A 40-year-old Grand Rapids man has Solon 
Township Fire to thank for a quick water rescue 
last Thursday, December 26.

According to Solon Township firefighter Matt 
Schievink, Solon was dispatched to the west side 
of Long Lake, near the boat launch, about 2:40 
p.m. on December 26, for a fisherman that had 
fallen through the ice. According to weather data, 
it was 60 degrees at the time.

“He had been out ice fishing, and the ice not 
being too thick, he decided to come in. But the ice 
started breaking, and he got water in his boots and 
started to sink,” explained Schievink.  

He said the man was about 250-300 feet off-
shore. But it was over in minutes. It only took 
Solon five minutes from the time of the call for 
firefighters to rescue the man from the lake.

Schievink does not recommend doing any ice 
fishing right now. “Stay off the water. There’s 
hardly any ice on the lakes. Ice fishing is fun but 
it’s not worth the danger,” he warned.

Year in Red Hawk sports
Year in Review-Sports 2019

It was another great year for high school sports in Cedar Springs.
Wrestling had a phenomenal season, including two individuals 

who finished as state champions in Division 2.
The team as a whole had a great season, winning the district title 

for the first time in over a decade, and the regional championship 
for the first time in 23 years. The team went on to state, but lost to 
state champs Lowell in the quarterfinals. 

“The team was able to pull together and rise up at the right time 
to capitalize on one of the most memorable post season runs in 
Cedar Springs Sports history,” said head coach Nicholas Emery, 
a former Red Hawk wrestler and graduate of the class of 2001.

As far as individuals at state, senior Ryan Ringler Ringler to 
his second straight MHSAA Division 2 wrestling championship 
in the 171lb division with an unblemished record of 50-0. Ryan 
graduated as the most decorated high school wrestler in school 
history with two state championships, four state medals, four con-
ference championships and 207 victories.

Junior Sage Serbenta captured his first MHSAA wrestling 
championship at the 189lb weight class. Sage finished the season 
at 48-1 and will look to repeat in 2020. 

Senior Lucus Pienton once again took home the consolation 
championship for an unprecedented third time. Over four years, 
Lucus compiled three state medals, qualified for the state tourna-
ment as a freshman, claimed two conference championships and 
won nearly 160 bouts for the Red Hawks.

Trevor “Pee Wee” Marsman scraped 
his way to the podium with three solid 
victories and a seventh place All-State 
finish. Marsman entered his junior sea-
son with 81 Cedar Springs victories. 

Senior Aaron Smith concluded his 
wrestling days with a top 12 finish and 
over 120 victories.

Competitive Cheer also had an out-
standing season. The Cedar Springs 
Varsity Cheer team won the OK White 
Conference Championship for the third 
year in a row; placed third at regionals; 
then went on to make history by placing 
fifth in Div. 2 at the state finals. “It’s hard 
to explain how much hard work and ded-
ication it takes to be good in competitive 

Ryan Ringler and Sage Serbenta were Division 2 state cham-
pions.

Not a photo of Long lake.



By Dominic R. Merlington

American Legion Post 
#287 in Cedar Springs is 
proud to welcome the State 
Commanders and Presi-
dents to our home for the 
annual Early Bird Dinner. 
The dinner is held the first 
week in January to show 
our appreciation to the 
members of our Post, Aux-
iliary and Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion who have paid 
their dues by Veterans Day 
of the previous fall.  It is our 
tradition to invite the lead-
ers of our state to attend this 
event. It is also our tradition 
to give them each a set of 
Red Flannels. In the past it 
was given to prepare them 
for the Upper Peninsula trip 
which usually follows di-
rectly after our dinner, in an 
attempt to keep them warm 
during the cold and often 
snowy conditions of the UP 
in January.  The past pres-
idents and commanders all 
bring the red flannels they 
were given during their year 
and put them on so they can 
all dance together in their 
red flannel finery.

This year the American 
Legion Commander for 
the State of Michigan is 
Barry Wood. Commander 
Wood was born in Grand 
Rapids and graduated from 
Hastings High School. He 
served four years in the 
Navy as a military intel-
ligence collector and an-
alyst, leaving the Navy at 

the rank of Petty Officer 
Second Class.  After leav-
ing the Navy Commander 
Wood earned two associate 
degrees from Kellogg Com-
munity College and went 
to work for the E.W. Bliss 
Company until 1973 when 
the economic effects of the 
oil embargo contributed to 
a career change.  In 1973, 
Commander Wood reenlist-
ed in the U.S. Army, in the 
military intelligence field.  
He served in the enlisted 
ranks for seven years until 
being commissioned as a 
chief warrant officer.  He 
retired as a Chief Warrant 
Officer 3 in 1989.  He has 
a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration and a 
master’s degree in public 
administration.  In 1995, 
Commander Wood was 
elected to the Hastings City 
Council where he served 
for 18 years.  A member 
of the council at the time 
introduced the Command-

er to the American Legion, 
and in 2000 he joined the 
Hastings Post 45.  Since 
then he has served in many 
officer positions in the post, 
district, zone, and depart-
ment.  Commander Wood 
is married to Margaret; they 
have two daughters and two 
grandchildren.  

The President for the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
for the State of Michigan is 
Georgia Downs. Georgia 
became eligible to join the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
through the service of her 
deceased father, Kenneth 
P. Carlson, who served in 
World War II.  She has been 
a member for 22 years, and 
has had the opportunity to 
chair many committees at 
the Unit, District and De-
partment level. Georgia has 
held the Department offices 
of Historian, Chaplain, Sec-
ond Vice President and First 
Vice President.  She has 
been a volunteer at Girls 

State for six years. She is 
a strong supporter of all of 
our programs.  She raised 
her family in Westerville, 
Ohio and moved back to 
Michigan in 1990. She has 
multiple designations and 
degrees in insurance and 
brings strong managerial 
skills in customer service/
sales. She sat on the Boards 
of her local township for 10 
years, secretary for the Zon-
ing Board two years and 
Board of Review for eight 
years. Georgia retired from 
Greenridge Real Estate in 
2012 after 23 years in the 
industry. 

The Commander for the 
Sons of The American Le-
gion, Detachment of Mich-
igan, is Mike Holley. His 
eligibility for the Sons was 
through the service of his 
father Earl, who served in 
the Korean War Conflict.  
He passed away in 2001.  
His mother June has 63 
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          LEGION- continues on page 14

Age group 8-10 years Winner: 
Zoee Randall, age 10, of Kent City

Correction
Christmas can be hectic, as we all know. So, when our 

designer was finishing up our Christmas issue she mis-
takenly forgot to change the name of the winner of the 
Christmas Coloring Contest from last year’s winner to 
this year’s winner in the 8-10 year old age group. She had 
the correct artwork but forgot to change the name. See 
the corrected one below.

When the winner didn’t show up to claim her prize we 
called to let her know she was a winner and we had her 
prize waiting for her. That’s when we discovered we had 
printed the incorrect name. We apologize to Zoee for the 
misprint. We hope you enjoy your prize. 

follow us on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/

cedarspringspost/

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

 

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

City Hall Corner
By Mike Womack, Cedar Springs City Manager

#trashtag challenge 2019

Michigan American Legion Department 
Heads to Attend Local Post Event

I once saw a sign in 
a public park that asked 
“Why are you littering?”  

The sign provided several 
possible answers including 
“I am a jerk,” “I don’t care 

about natural areas,” “Mommy 
still cleans up after me,” or 

“All of the above” and it got me thinking about 
why people litter to begin with.  When I looked into the rea-
soning behind why people litter it came down to just a few 
small things such as the inconvenience of taking garbage to a 
garbage can, the belief that it is somebody else’s job to pick up 
trash, that the litterer is simply adding to litter that is already 
there or that the litterer feels no responsibility to help keep 
public areas like streets, sidewalks and parks clean.  Uncouth 
commentators would say that litterers are lazy, selfish and sim-
ply don’t care about the environment or their community.

Littering is a problem in every community but it is especial-
ly troublesome in Cedar Springs because it has been a prob-
lem here for so long.  In the “broken windows” mentality, it 
is a well-known fact that people are more likely to litter in a 
place that already has litter versus a place that is clean and 
well-kept.  Some parts of Cedar Springs have not been kept 
clean and litter free for a long time.  Based upon the communi-

ty survey from 2018, which identified litter and blight as major 
issues facing the City.  The City’s staff have put a significant 
amount of time and effort over the last year into code enforce-
ment, downtown development and public space maintenance 
to improve the community and get rid of litter and blight.  

City staff take pride in our community and all staff mem-
bers work to pick up trash and litter but we can’t do it alone.  
This past weekend, I saw citizens cleaning up the area along 
18-mile road, a frequent littering spot, and they had probably 
picked up 10 bags full of trash.  It is that type of good citi-
zenship, taking pride in their community and doing something 
about it that will help turn the image and quality of this com-
munity to the better. 

I think one of the best things of 2019 was the #trashtag chal-
lenge with some amazing public space transformations.  The 
#trashtag challenge is where people share photos on social me-
dia of themselves cleaning up litter and garbage from blighted 
areas and urging others to do the same.  I fully support the 
#trashtag challenge and I also fully support the #donotlitterin-
thefirstplace challenge.

So, when you are setting your goals for the new year, please 
consider taking ownership of your community’s public spaces 
to be one of them.  When citizens take pride in their homes, 
neighborhoods, parks and City they help make it a better and 
nicer place to live, work and play for everybody.

Barry Wood

Georgia Downs

Mike Holley
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  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church Connection

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Results

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

JOIN US FOR A 
NIGHT OF WORSHIP

SATURDAY // JANUARY 4 // 6PMCity Impact 
Community Center 

288 N. Main St.

Praise, Worship, Message and Fellowship afterwards
WE LOVE OUR COMMUNITY!

Childcare provided. Come and join us!

From the Pulpit

Rev. Bill Johnson
CEDAR SPRINGS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs MI 49319

“WHERE SHALL WE LOOK FOR HIM?”

delight for those who needed 
a break from battling crowds 
inside the stores. Those scenes 
came to mind as I reflected on 
a story in Tracks in the Straw, 
a collection of Christmas med-
itations (Ted Loder, Innisfree 
Press, Inc. 1985, 1997). In one 
intriguing story, Loder gives 
us a fresh perspective on the 
Nativity Scene. He tells of a 
street in South Philadelphia 
named Lombard Street, where 
homes, eateries and small 
shops exist side by side. In the 
block between 22nd and 21st 
streets he recalls a row house 
with the whole front window 
jammed with a manger scene. 
Compared to other houses on 
the block, at some point the 
residents of this house had 
enlarged the window to twice 
its original size—perhaps to 
accommodate this exhibit. 
The painted figures were about 
three feet tall, he says, and 
each figure glowed because it 
was lit from inside. There was 
a group of shepherds, three 
wise men, angels and assorted 
animals. They were all gath-

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

ered around Joseph and Mary, 
who were side by side, looking 
outward, just about where an 
onlooker might be standing 
on the sidewalk. How strange! 
This familiar story was being 
given a different twist.

What were the creators of 
this scene trying to say? If 
you stayed long enough, you 
might figure it out. There was 
no manger; no infant Jesus in 
the scene. 

The creators of that window 
display were showing an atyp-
ical creche in order to make a 
point. The street is the manger, 
and if you were standing there 
looking into that scene, you 
were standing in the stable, 
perhaps right next to the man-
ger itself. 

The glowing figures were 
looking expectantly out on the 
street for the Christ child, out 
on the street where the reality 
is; where the beasts are motor-
ized, the creatures’ milk comes 
in cartons and plastic bottles; 
and the wool of sheep is woven 
into the suits or overcoats worn 
by the passersby; shepherds 
are sleeping on steam grates, 
wise men are dishing out food 
in soup kitchens; some folks 
are carrying political protest 
signs or joining coalitions or 
serving in churches, doing 
what they can to change things 

so someday there might not 
be homeless people or hungry 
children or addicted parents.

Is this a true picture of the 
nativity? Is this the world 
into which God sent the Son? 
Is this indeed the world that 
Christ came to save? Is this 
where, if the Christ is to be 
born at all today, he must be 
born—on Lombard Street, or 
Main Street, or on every street, 
everywhere?

On the fireplace mantel in 
our home, at this time of year, 
rests a delicate, beautifully 
crafted creche. Likewise, an-
other holds center stage on 
the altar table in our sanctuary. 
This is not wrong. These silent 
scenes are reminders of what 
is precious, what is God-sent 
not just at Christmas, but the 
whole year round. And yet, 
the fact is that Jesus was born 
into conditions much like ours, 
where politicians argue, travel-
ers seek shelter and children go 
to bed hungry. The world into 
which God chose to be born 
was, and is not made of deli-
cate statues protected by win-
dow glass. It is the real world, a 
world in need of a Savior. The 
Good News is we live in just 
the right place—the perfect 
place—for Christ to be born 
once more. And we are in the 
manger.

Christmas leaves too quick-
ly for me. I want to stay in the 
miracle for the whole 12 days. 
So, I’m still wallowing in the 
Christmas spirit as we awaken 

to a new year.
In Grand Rapids during 

the 1960’s, there were elabo-
rate Christmas displays in the 
department store windows 

downtown. The scenes in 
the windows would annually 
draw hundreds of young and 
old to peer at the fascinating, 
colorful decorations, adding 

Obituary
ALEXANDER LEE COLLINS

Alexander Lee Collins, 16 of 
Cedar Springs, died Sunday, 
December 29, 2019. Alex was 
born May 25, 2003 in Grand 
Rapids, MI the son of Christopher 
and Marlou (Henry) Collins. He 
was in the 11th grade at Cedar 
Springs High School. He was a 
true outdoorsman and enjoyed 
motocross, golfing, hunting and 
fishing. Alex was kind hearted, 
made others laugh and was a 
friend everyone could count 
on. Surviving along with his parents are a brother, Zachary; 
grandparents, Allen & Barbara Henry; several aunts, uncles and 
cousins. He was preceded in death by grandparents, Edward 
& Jacqueline Collins. The family will receive friends Friday, 
January 3 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where a time of sharing and closing 
prayer will begin at 7:30 p.m. The service will be Saturday 11:00 
a.m. at Crossroads Church, 8331 Myers Lake Avenue, Rockford. 
Visitation will begin at 10:00 a.m. Pastors Eldon Sanders and 
Joe Carrrel officiating. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Crossroads Church or Fayette Historic State Park 4785 11 Road, 
Garden, MI 49835, Attn: Randy Brown.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs



Here’s a basic truth about 
people who make decisions 
on public policy: they rare-
ly have all the facts they 
want. Over the years, I’ve 
sat in countless meetings in 
which, after we’d reached 
a sticking 
point, some-
one said in 
exasperation, 
“Well, what 
are the facts?” 
We’d all look 
around the 
room be-
cause, no 
matter how much informa-
tion was already on the ta-
ble, a key fact that would 
help us move forward was 
missing. Yet policy has to 
get made anyway.

No one is confronted 

more often with this conun-
drum than the President of 
the United States, though 
members of Congress can 
come close. The challenge 
is that purported facts 
are dynamic—they keep 
changing. Additional facts 
come to light. Others are 
found to be wrong. Some 
are clearly reliable, others 

dubious. Some plain facts 
are highly controversial, 
while other “settled” facts 
are overturned by time. 
And regardless, they come 
at high-level policy makers 
quickly, relentlessly, from 

all directions, and from all 
kinds of sources.

So how do presidents and 
others sort through all this? 
They get a lot of informa-
tion, of course, by consult-
ing with experts. Every 
president forms a cadre of 
men and women he relies 
on—sometimes limited in 
number, sometimes quite 

extensive. In the 
chances I’ve had 
to observe these 
people at work, 
I’ve been im-
pressed by how 
thoughtful, well 
articulated, and 
solid the advice 
presidents receive 

usually is. Then, of course, 
there are the more formal 
sources of information, 
such as the Joint Chiefs, 
members of the Cabinet, 
and the President’s Daily 
Brief, which reviews the 

JERALD RAY 
MAGOON SR.

Jerald Ray 
Magoon Sr., of 
Cedar Springs, 
passed away 
December 25, 
2019. He was 
born to Clare 
and Gerda 
( G r i t z m a k e r ) 
Magoon on 
August 3, 1948 
in Grand Rapids, 
MI. Jerald came 
home to the farm as number fourteen of fifteen 
children. Which I am sure made life interesting 
to say the least. He grew up to be an avid 
outdoorsman who especially enjoyed hound 
hunting and drowning a worm occasionally. 
He enjoyed spending time with friends having 
a beer. And was never caught without his trusty 
pack of Winstons. Later in life, he enjoyed bird 
watching, observing a well arrayed flower bed 
with all its beautiful colors and reminiscing 
with friends of times gone by and telling lies 
about hunts of yesteryear. Jerald is survived by 
his four children, Jerald Magoon Jr. (Emily), 
Rebecca Starr (Roy), Shaun Magoon (Tonya), 
and John Magoon, ten grandchildren, Jhordan 
Magoon, Renee Flowers (Magoon), Tyler 
Magoon, Jordan Caudill, Joshua Magoon, 
Camantha Magoon, Dakota Vanscoy, Marjorie 
Starr, Jason Magoon, and Olivia “Ollie” Starr; 
six and a bun great-grandchildren; two brothers, 
Clare Magoon Jr., and Jim Smigiel; eight 
sisters, Inez Hough, Pat Seymour, Lillian Dines, 
Marie McClary, Betty Hilbrands, Joyce Paige; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; four brothers, 
John, Jim, Jerry and Carl Magoon; two sisters, 
Elsie Utter and Susan Porter. There will be a 
time of visitation from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
on Friday, January 3, 2020 at Pederson Funeral 
Home, 127 N. Monroe Street, Rockford, MI 
49341. There will be a second visitation from 
12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m. Saturday, January 4, 
2020 with the service to immediately follow at 
1:00 p.m. at Pierson Bible Church, 101 Grand 
Street, Pierson, MI 49339. Pastors Tom Ekkel 
and Kim Hough presiding. Those wishing to 
offer an expression of sympathy are encouraged 
to make a memorial contribution to Pierson 
Bible Church or to the family to offset any 
funeral expenses.

Arrangements by Pederson 
Funeral Home, Rockford

MICHAEL A. SMITH
Michael A. 
Smith 77 of 
Rockford, MI 
passed away, 
T h u r s d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 
26, 2019 and 
now resides 
in Heaven. 
Unfortunately 
left behind after 
almost 54 years 
is his wife, 
Patricia; two sons he proudly fathered, 
Andrew Smith of Langley, VA and Eric 
(Melissa) Smith of Jenison, MI; his beloved 
grandchildren, Alexis, Courtney, Austin and 
Brianna of Jenison. Preceding him in death 
were his twin grandbabies, Andrew and 
Alex Smith and parents, Russell and Eileen 
(Toenjes) Smith. He served two tours in 
Vietnam in Navy Seabees and struggled 
with cancer and side effects of Agent 
Orange. He will be greatly missed by his 
family and friends but will be remembered 
for all the ingenious ideas and inventions he 
was always working on. His favorite saying 
until the end was, “There is no such thing 
as can’t,” and that was the way he lived his 
life. If there was no path, he made one. The 
family greeted friends Wednesday, January 
1 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs. The service was Thursday, 
January 2 at Blythefield Hills Baptist 
Church, 6727 Kuttshill Dr. NE, Rockford. 
Pastor Louie Konopka officiating. Interment 
Altona Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Blythefield Hills Baptist 
Church or Faith Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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 “Presidents differ on how 
systematically and thoroughly 
they do this fact-gathering, but 
generally they seek out sources 

of information with different 
perspectives and biases.” 

—Lee Hamilton

is online @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/churchconnection/

Happy 21st Birthday
AUTUMN SCHOVEY

January 4, 2020

Wow, you’re 21! 
May your special day be filled with love, 
laughter, and great memories. You deserve 
to have all your dreams and wishes come 
true.
Always believe in yourself and aspire to be 
the best you can be! 

Love, 
Mom and Dad

How Presidents get their facts 
By Lee H. Hamilton, former U.S. Congressman

information, data, and intel-
ligence rounded up by the 
CIA from all of the Amer-
ican security and surveil-
lance agencies.

Presidents have a lot of 
memos prepared for them, 
though not all read them. 

To be sure, they need the in-
formation to be condensed. 
They don’t have the time, 
patience, or inclination to 
delve deeply into a topic. 
Most policy makers are 
good listeners, able to ab-
sorb information quickly. 

We’ve had some remark-
able intellects among our 
presidents, people like 
Richard Nixon, Jimmy Car-
ter, Bill Clinton, and Barack 
Obama, who were able to 
take in vast amounts of in-
formation and advice, un-
derstand it quickly, and sort 
through it effectively.

In loving memory
RICHARD M. REED SR.
October 9, 1933-January 4, 2004

The Fallen Limb
A limb has fallen from the family tree.

I keep hearing a voice that says, 
“Grieve not for me.

Remember the best times, the laughter, 
the song. 

The good life I lived while I was strong.
Continue my heritage, I’m counting 

on you. 
Keep smiling and surely the sun 

will shine through. 
My mind is at ease, my soul is at rest.

Remembering all, how I truly was blessed.
Continue traditions, no matter how small.

Go on with your life, don’t worry
 about falls

I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.
Until the day comes we’re together again.”

Author Unknown

It’s been 16 years, but we still miss you and 
think of you everyday.

Love, your family



 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 6  Friday, January 3, 2020

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
JOKE

of theWeek
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Happenings

are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/

hometown-happenings/

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

Library

Directory

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
6,352 Likes  •  6,463 Followers

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

Like us on 
facebook

HHometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service	 for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	 to	popular	
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement 
is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

2nd Chance Acoustic Jam
Jan. 3: 2nd Chance will be having an Acoustic Jam fundraiser 
hosted by the Gitchel’s on Friday, January 3rd  from 6 to 9 pm. 
NOTE the change of day. We will be having a Potluck (meat and 
tableware will be provided, bring a dish to pass). It will be at 2nd 
Chance School at 810 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs (corner of 17 
Mile and Olin Lakes Road). 2nd Chance would love to have you 
join us for an evening of playing with or listening to awesome 
musicians and support 2nd Chance School at this fundraiser. Jam 
sessions will be held weekly, on Fridays. $4 donation at the door 
– 15 and under are free. 3 jam rooms available and the stage. 
Proceeds go to 2nd Chance School. If you have questions, call 
231-856-3648 or 616-293-2150. See you there! #52,1

BUNCO at Rockford Masonic Lodge
Jan.3: BUNCO on the first Friday of each month (Jan. 3, 
Feb. 7, Mar. 6 etc.), 6 pm at the Rockford Masonic Lodge, 
1430 Northland Drive NE (across from Bell Furniture). $5.00 
donation requested to play - bring a friend the first time free! 
Bring a snack to share at break time if you wish. Join us for lots 
of fun, fellowship, prizes and a 50/50 raffle each night. Everyone 
welcome! Questions? Call: Dixie 616-437-7445. #1

Biggest Loser Weight Loss Competition at 
Cedar Springs Library
Jan. 6: Join us for a friendly weight loss competition at the library 
and shed those unwanted pounds. This weight loss challenge 
will be going on for 10 weeks (Jan. 6th - March 16th). One 
lucky person will be considered our BIGGEST LOSER and win 
a grand prize of $100. Other prizes will also be available. Weigh-
ins will be held anytime during regular library hours on Monday 
and Tuesday. This is an adult only program and it costs $10 to 
join. The initial weigh-in and kickoff meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, January 6th from 6-7pm. #1

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Jan. 7,14,21,28: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s Kitchen 
– Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern Kent County 
and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening Meal. No charge 
– no registration required!  Served from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the 
St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For 
more information, call the Church office at 616-696-3904. #1

theTable at The Springs Church
Jan.9,16,23,30: Meals are served every Thursday from 5:30 to 
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and Grant. 
All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that is being 
shared with us! #tfn

Celebrate Recovery
Jan. 9,16,23,30: City Impact, 288 N. Main St. will be holding 
meetings every Thursday to Celebrate Recovery, a Christ 
centered, 12 step recovery program for anyone struggling with 
hurt, habits or hangups of any kind. 6-6:30 pm – Meet & Greet, 
6:30-8 pm Celebrate Recovery. For more information call 616-
843-2438. #tfn

Owl Prowl at HCNC
Jan. 10: Naturalist Greg Swanson is back to introduce you to 
owl biology on Friday, January 10th at 6 pm. He will start with an 
indoor presentation then we’ll head outdoors to see if he can call 
one in to say hello. Members: $3 per person - $10 per family of 
4+. Nonmembers: $5 per person - $15 per family of 4+. Howard 
Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. 
616-675-3158. Registration is requested but not required, www.
HowardChristensen.org. #1,2p

Yule Ball at Cedar Springs Library
Jan. 10: Friday, January 10th 6-8pm. Get ready to dress up in 
your fancy clothes and wear your dancing shoes for our very 
first Winter Wonderland Ball. We will be dancing the night away 
with all of our friends. There will also be some snacks and a few 
games to enjoy! Parents are encouraged to come and participate. *PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

KENT THEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

JULY 19-21

JANUARY 10-12

Tickets 
$3.00

JANUARY 3 • 4 • 5 SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY: 6PM
SATURDAY: 3PM & 6PM
SUNDAY: 3PM & 6PM

COMING SOON

JANUARY 17-19

Short Snow Jokes
What happened when the snowgirl fell out with the 

snowboy?
She gave him the cold shoulder!

What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps!

What’s an ig?
An Eskimo’s home without a loo!

What do snowmen eat for lunch?
Icebergers!

Where do snowmen go to dance?
Snowballs!

How do snowmen travel around?
By icicle!

What sort of ball doesn’t bounce?
A snowball!

How do you know when there is a snowman in your bed?
You wake up wet!

What do you get if you cross a snowman and a shark?
Frost bite!

What do you call an Eskimo cow?
An Eskimoo!

This is a family program and is open to all ages. We do however 
need you to sign up your child if you are interested due to the 
limited space. Sign up is required for kids only!

Snowflake Studio at KDL
Jan. 11: Explore winter with your creative side! Drop-in for 
snowflake-themed arts and crafts for the whole family. Saturday, 
January 11th from 11 am to 12 pm at the Spencer Township KDL 
Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen. #1
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AUTUMNAwesome

Year in Review 2019 continued...
power. On top of that, the wind chill took a dive below zero on 
Friday. What could people do?

They pulled together, that’s what they did. And City Impact of 
Cedar Springs, a brand new outreach center that is a ministry of 
Resurrection Life Church in Rockford, played a major part in it.

They were slated to have a grand opening that Saturday, Febru-
ary 9, at 288 N. Main St. Instead, they opened their doors on Fri-
day, February 8, as a warming center to serve people in our com-
munity. They were also without power, but someone bought them 
a 10,000 watt generator, and both businesses and citizens stepped 
up to donate supplies to help those in need. They received cots 
and blanket from the Red Cross; a woman in Grand Haven made 
40 lbs of bbq to feed people; Lean on Me provided food; others 
donated snacks, fruit, donuts, bottled water, coffee, and more. 

“We had people coming in all night long to get warm and/or 
to sleep,” said Kelley Bergsma, who runs the center with her 
husband Jon. “And these weren’t the people we usually serve.” 
Instead, she said that a lot of the people they usually serve were 
in the center serving others. “It’s just amazing the way we came 
together as a community,” she said.

About 50 people spent the night that Friday at the center. But 
the volunteers didn’t wait for people to come to them. Several of 
them walked the dark streets of Cedar Springs Friday night, look-
ing for any house that might have a candle or flicker of light in the 
window. That’s how they found a 100-year-old woman sitting in 
the dark, with only her four burners on the stove for warmth. They 
then brought her to the center. 

They closed the center on Sunday after most of the area’s power 
came back on.

Others in the area also showed compassion in various ways. As 
power slowly came back on, some posted on social media that 
their homes were open for those that needed to get warm or take a 
shower. One area hair salon offered free shampooing. 

At the time, Bergsma told the Post that she is still in awe of what 
happened in our community. “It was amazing seeing the entire 
community come together to help those in need,” she said.

Disaster struck again on August 13, when a fire at the Red Flan-
nel Acres apartments on Oak Court in the City of Cedar Springs 
left seven families homeless. 

According to Cedar Springs Fire Chief Marty Fraser, the call 
came in at 4:31 p.m. that there was smoke in the building, and the 
second tone said that there were flames showing through the roof. 

Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, and Solon Fire Departments were 
on scene, and they called for Sparta’s aerial truck to help douse 
the flames of the two-story building. Courtland was on standby 
to take any Cedar Springs calls while they were busy fighting the 
fire. It was later determined that a discarded cigarette had started 
the fire.

The Springs Church and City Impact stepped up to help fam-
ilies affected by the devastating event, by offering them dinner, 
a place to go and make phone calls, collect themselves, talk to a 
social worker, and even sleep. The Red Cross was also on scene. 
Lean on Me Outreach and North Kent Connect were on site at 
City Impact to help provide people with food and other essentials. 

cheer. It’s even harder to comprehend how much time 
and effort it takes to be excellent at it” said Coach Anne 
Olszewski last spring. “This team embraced all the 
goals we set at the beginning of the season and we went 
for it. I am just so glad we took this team to state finals! 
A new goal was to compete at the elite level, not just 
show up and be happy we had advanced that far. The 
girls worked hard, took instruction and fought through 
sore muscles, tired bodies and frazzled nerves to finish 
5th. Top 5 in the state!”

Red Hawk bowlers also had a great season. The girls 
team was unde-
feated during the 
regular season 
and won the OK 
White Confer-
ence champion-
ship two years 
in a row. They 
finished fourth 
at regionals, so 
were unable to 
advance to state 
as a team, but 
junior Omani 
Morales ad-
vanced to state 
as an individual. 
It was the second 
year in a row that 
Morales made it to the girls individual state bowling tournament. 
In 2018 she didn’t make it out of the qualifying rounds, but in 
2019 she made it count. Out of 60 bowlers vying for a chance to 
compete, Morales seeded in 10th place, with the top 16 advancing 
to the state final competition on March 2. She won the final two-
game series 416-328 to claim the first ever Division 2 girls state 
bowling championship for Cedar Springs!

The boys bowling team also had a good year, winning their first 
ever regional title and a trip to the state finals, where they placed 
14th in Div. 2. Senior Jonah Drake also earned a chance to compete 
at state as an individual, where he placed 50th.

The Equestrian team also made it to state competition 
this past fall for the first time in over a decade. The team 
competed at three district meets at the beginning of Septem-
ber, which earned them the title of Reserve District Cham-
pions and advanced the team to regionals. At regionals, 
they came from behind and were able to claim the reserve 
regional champions in Division B and advanced the team to 
the state finals. 

“It had been 12 years since Cedar had qualified for state,” 
remarked Coach Katie VanDyke.

The state competition was spread out over four days with 
multiple events each day. “We had a few factors that made 
our trip to state difficult,” explained VanDyke. “Two of our 
team members’ horses were hurt and unable to compete. 
The weather was rainy and cold but the girls didn’t let that 
get in their way!” 

Instead the team ended their season with an 8th place fin-

ish in Division B.
Cross Country boys didn’t let a move up to Division 1 hinder 

their season. Instead, it seemed to spur them on. They ran a great 
season, taking the OK White Conference Championship for the 
second season in a row, placing third at regionals on Div. 1, and 
earning a trip to the state championship, where they placed a re-
spectable 17th in Division 1. 

“This was a strong finish to a historic season for our team,” said 
Coach Justin Jones. “Our senior group leaves our program with 
countless accolades and all-time great performances under their 
belt. Their presence on the team and performances on the score-
board will be missed in the coming years, but the bar has been 
set for our future. I look forward to seeing our younger runners 
follow in their footsteps and achieve some of the same things that 
these four boys have.” 

Red Hawk football was another exciting experience this past 

Review
...continued from page 2

Omani Morales took the girls state bowling 
championship in Division 2.

City Impact then compiled a list of needs and has posted it on 
their Facebook page. They worked with the displaced residents to 
make sure all their needs were met.

Bergsma is happy with what City Impact accomplished this 
year. “This was our first year in operation with our completed 
building, and this building has helped us organize and focus our 
outreach into the community,” she explained. “We believe that a 
large impact was made through the many relationship building ac-
tivities and programs that we offer through the center. We believe 
this is just the beginning, and we are going to continue to see the 
Cedar Springs community come together and be an example to 
other communities of what working together looks like. We wel-
come 2020 with open arms and we cannot say it enough—Cedar 
Springs you rock!”

We have many great resources in our community. A big thank 
you goes out to City Impact for the way they have become a cata-
lyst and hub to help all of these organizations work together. They 
hold all kinds of events and programs for the public, including 
Celebrate Recovery!,exercise classes, community meals, and 
more. For more info check them out on Facebook. Just type in 
City Impact Cedar Springs.

fall. For the second year in a row, the Cedar 
Springs Varsity Football team landed atop 
the OK-White as conference champions! 
They went 6-0 in conference, and were 8-1 
overall in the regular season. Their only 
loss was to Caledonia. They then won the 
pre-district game against Mount Pleasant 
and got ready for the District Champion-
ship game. They ended an amazing football 
season on the field at Grand Haven, where 
they took on not only the top-rated high 
school team in Michigan but one of the top 
rated teams in the nation—Muskegon. And 
lost 48-10.

“I’m extremely proud of this senior class, 
and in my 25 years of coaching, it’s one of 

my favorite groups. 
They were unselfish, 
hard working, and 
fun to be around ev-
eryday,” remarked 
Coach Gus Kapol-
ka.

“I’m appreciative 
of their contribu-
tions to the program, 
and they have left 
their mark on our 
program in a pos-

itive manner. They leave with a 26-8 record and 2 OK White 
Championships in the last two years, and a 17-1 record in the OK 
White during that time.”

Next year Cedar Springs will move to the OK Gold conference 
for competition.

The Cedar Springs High School Marching Band also per-
formed in state competition this fall, in the Michigan Competing 
Band Association, at Ford Field on Saturday, November 2, 2019. 
The band placed 10th in Flight III with a score of 83.075.  

Note: If another Red Hawk varsity sports team claimed a con-
ference, regional or state title and we did not mention it, we apolo-
gize for the omission. We are reporting on stories that appeared in 
our paper. Each season we email the coaches and let them know 
there is an opportunity to get stories about their games in our pa-
per by having someone write about their team. Some choose not to 
participate, so we wouldn’t have information about those teams. 

E-edition is just a click away
Did you know that you could access each edition of 

our newspaper online exactly as it appeared in print? 
Each week we upload the e-newspaper to our website at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/e-newspaper-2/. Or just go 
to cedarspringspost.com and click on the e-newspaper 
heading. You can click on any edition you’d like to see, 
in full color! Turn to page 8-9 to see 50 of our front pag-
es from this past year.

Boys Bowling won Regionals. 

OK White football conference champions Photo by J. Harnden

Cross Country boys took OK White Conference Championship. 



Two men taken in custody 
in connection with a drive-
by shooting in Reynolds 
Township last Friday morn-
ing could be facing up to 10 
years in prison.

According to the Mont-
calm County Sheriff De-
partment, the suspects were 
charged and arraigned in 
64B District Court of Mont-
calm County on Friday, De-
cember 28.

Kody Gene Rankin, age 
23, from Howard City, has 
been charged with three 
counts of discharging a fire-
arm from a motor vehicle, one 
count of felonious assault, one 
count of felony firearm, and 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance. All of 
the charges are felony charges 
with the maximum sentenc-
es ranging from two years to 
10 years. Rankin is currently 
being held in the Montcalm 
County jail on a $500,000.00 
bond. 

Jeramy Clinton Slagel, age 
23, from Morley, has been 
charged with one count of 
discharging a firearm from a 

motor vehicle, one count of 
discharging a firearm in or at 
a building, and felony firearm. 
All of the charges are felony 
charges with maximum sen-
tences ranging from two years 
to ten years. Slagel is current-
ly being held in the Montcalm 
County jail on a $250,000.00 
bond. 

According to police, they 
were dispatched at approxi-
mately 1:25 a.m. on Friday, 
December 28, 2018, to an ad-
dress in the 18000 block of 
West Church Road in response 
to a report of shots fired at the 

home. The shots were report-
edly fired from a passing ve-
hicle.

The 37-year-old male home-
owner was outdoors at the 
home during the shooting but 
was not injured. There were 
two other residents in the 
home that were also not in-
jured. A house, a vehicle and 
an outbuilding were damaged 
as a result of the shooting. 

While deputies were on 
scene, the suspect vehicle 
drove by. Deputies pursued the 
vehicle but were not able to 
apprehend the suspects. 

At approximately 2:53 
a.m., a domestic was re-
ported in the 8000 block 
of North Federal Road. 
The possible suspect in the 
shooting had returned to 
his home on Federal Road 
and argued with his wife. 
As deputies arrived at the 
domestic scene, the suspect 
fled from the home running 
into the nearby woods. 

Several Sheriff’s Office 
deputies and troopers with 
the Michigan State Police 
converged on the area to 
search for the suspect. With 

information that the suspect 
may be headed into Howard 
City, the search area was ex-
panded. At approximately 5:11 
a.m., Kody Gene Rankin was 
located near the intersection 
of Orton and Cherry Streets 
where he was taken into cus-
tody without incident. A search 
of a nearby home revealed a 
second suspect and evidence 
of the crime. The second sus-
pect, Jeramy Clinton Slagel, a 
23-year-old Morley man, was 
also taken into custody with-
out incident. 

PLUS much more

P    STThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesServing Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesVol. XXXII   No. 01  Friday, January 4, 2019
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Artists, authors, and you
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

NEWS - page 2

WMP wrestling results

SPORTS - pages 10-11

REVIEW - continues on page 8

OUTDOORS - pages 10-11

DNR reflections on 2018

Big Rapids 
woman dies 
in jail

Amber Lynae Bills

A Big Rap-
ids woman died 
Sunday while 
incarcerated at 
the Montcalm 
County Jail.

A c c o r d i n g 
to Montcalm 
County Sheriff 
Mike Williams, 
Amber Lynae 
Bills, 34, was 
found unrespon-
sive in her cell 
on Sunday, De-
cember 30. Corrections Officers immediately 
administered CPR and called for medical assis-
tance but were unable to revive her.

Bills was being held on two contempt of court 
charges and a no operator’s license on person 
charge. An autopsy was performed and revealed 
an undiagnosed perforated ulcer. The final re-
port from the Medical Examiner is pending.

The Sheriff has requested that a Michigan 
Sheriff’s Association MISSION team conduct 
an external review of the incident.

Suspects charged in drive-by shooting

(L to R): Kody Rankin 23, of Howard City, and Jeramy Slagel, of Morley are charged 
with a drive-by shooting last Friday in Reynolds Township.

Year in Review 2018
Community spirit: top story for 2018

Many of those demanding the resignation of the former superintendent marched 
to Cedar Springs High School from the Hilltop building Monday, March 27. Pho-
to by Aleshia Smith.Signs in support of former superintendent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

There were a lot of stories 
in 2018 that we could select as 
the top story of the year. How-
ever, after going through them, 
there was a particular thread 
running through them all: 
community spirit. When this 
community pulls together to 
help each other, support each 

other, and cheer each other on, 
there is nothing that can’t be 
accomplished.

One of the biggest exam-
ples occurred in March. Af-
ter three years of complaints 
from teachers and community 
members against former Ce-
dar Springs Superintendent 
Dr. Laura VanDuyn, the Cedar 
Springs Board of Education 

voted in March to accept her 
resignation. But it only came 
after a diverse group of com-
munity members, who want-
ed to support the district’s 
teachers and administrators 
and who felt like their voic-
es were being ignored by the 
Board of Education, took ac-
tion. They created an online 
petition listing what they felt 

the superintendent had done, 
and demanded her resignation, 
and the movement snowballed 
from there. The next Board of 
Ed meeting was standing room 
only, with speakers asking for 
the superintendent’s resigna-
tion. The group held a com-
munity forum that same week, 
with many teachers finally 

Cedar Springs Public 
Schools is excited to share 
that we are preparing to 
launch a community-driv-
en strategic planning pro-
cess. Our ambitious goal 
is to present the Board of 
Education with a draft of a 
comprehensive three-year 
strategic plan for their re-
view in July. A final version 
of the plan would then be 
presented to the Board for 
their approval in August. 
We need your help to make 
this happen.

To create a communi-
ty-driven strategic plan, we 
must first identify and en-
gage with the people who 
call Cedar Springs Pub-

lic Schools 
home. For 
us, communi-
ty starts with our 
students and families. 
It is also essential that we 
reach out to District staff, 
community and business 
leaders, and residents in 
this process. The Board of 
Education is committed to 
listening to the ideas of our 
community to clarify the 
focus of our efforts over the 
next three years.

The gathering of commu-
nity input will first come in 
the form of five focus group 
conversations. These meet-
ings are scheduled to take 
place in late January. We 

will 
h a v e 

one focus 
group for students, one for 
staff, two groups for par-
ents, and one group for 
community members and 
business leaders. The focus 
groups will include 25-30 
representatives from each 
category. In some cases, 
individuals will be invit-
ed to participate in a focus 
group. In other cases, we 
will randomly select par-
ticipants from a pool of 
individuals who have ex-

New program begins 
to feed hungry kids
By Judy Reed
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Crash takes lives of infant and teen

The family of Michelle and William Baker. Baby Annalee, the daughter of Julie Baker is in the forefront. Samantha 
Baker can be seen on the far left. Both died as the result of a car crash Sunday, January 6. Photo from gofundme 
page.

Samantha Baker died Monday, January 7, of injuries 
she sustained in the January 6 car crash.

By Judy Reed

A nine-month old baby and her 
18-year-old aunt died and four oth-
ers were injured in a three-car crash 
on M-46 (W Howard City-Edmore 
Rd) Sunday.

According to the Michigan State 
Police Lakeview Post, the crash 
occurred on Sunday, January 6, 
about 1:15 p.m. on W Howard 
City-Edmore Rd near Amble Rd in 
Winfield Township.

The preliminary investigation 
showed that Michelle Baker, a 
46-year-old woman from Howard 
City, was headed eastbound on W 
Howard City-Edmore Rd and was 
waiting to turn left on to Amble Rd 
when she was struck from behind 
by a pickup truck driven by Bri-
an Johnson, 27, of Cedar Springs. 
The Baker’s sedan then crossed 
the centerline and was struck by a 
westbound pickup truck driven by 
Annette Dow, 54, of Sand Lake. 

There were four people in the se-
dan. The driver (Michelle Baker) 
and an 18-year-old male passenger, 
Zachary Buckles, of Six Lakes, 
were both transported to Spectrum 
Health Butterworth Hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. 

Baker’s 18-year-old daughter, 
Samantha Baker, of Howard City, 

was transported to Spectrum with 
critical injuries. She died Monday 
as a result of her injuries. Accord-
ing to a Facebook post by her fa-
ther, William Baker, the Gift of 
Life organ donation group would 
be harvesting her organs Tuesday 
to donate to those in need of a 
transplant. 

Baker’s 9-month-old grand-

daughter, Annalee Baker, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Police 
confirmed she was in a car seat. 
Annalee is the daughter of Julie 
Baker, Samantha’s sister.

The other two drivers—Johnson 
and Dow—were transported to 
Kelsey Hospital with minor inju-
ries.

It is unknown at this time if al-

cohol or driver distraction were 
factors in this crash. The crash re-
mains under investigation.  

Assisting the Michigan State 
Police at the scene was Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Office, Mont-
calm County EMS, Howard City 
Fire Department, Lakeview Fire 
Department, Maple Valley Fire De-
partment, Aero Med, Mckays Tow-

ing, and Montcalm County Central 
Dispatch.

A gofundme account has been 
set up to help the Baker family 
with expenses. In just two days, 
they have raised $14,573 of their 
$20,000 goal. To donate, go to:  
https:/ /www.gofundme.com/
5j5nmc-the-baker-family.

School seeks input on 
strategic plan

While children are in school, 
they receive breakfast and 
lunch through the National 
School Lunch and Break-
fast Programs. Howev-
er, over the weekend 
many students do not 
have access to the nu-
tritional food they need.

Thanks to a new part-
nership between the Cedar 
Springs Ministerial Associa-
tion, Hand 2 Hand Ministries, and 
Cedar Springs Public Schools, some kids that go 
hungry on the weekend won’t have to anymore. 

Hand 2 Hand is an organization that helps 
communities feed hungry kids in Michigan. 
Founded in Hudsonville, they currently serve 
40 school districts across six counties, including 
Sparta, Rockford, and Northview schools.

The way it works, is they have one church 
take a school building, and they provide food 
for a backpack to be placed in a child’s locker 
for the weekend. It usually consists of break-
fast items, items for lunch, snacks, and items to 
make a simple dinner, often with a recipe card.

Craig Owens, of the Cedar Springs Ministerial 
Association, said they really like that approach, 
but here in Cedar Springs, the approach will be 
a little bit different. “We have the uniqueness of 
all of our buildings on one campus, and our min-
isterial association works so well together, we 
thought why not have the whole ministerial as-
sociation take on the whole campus? Let’s pool 
our resources, share the responsibility,” he said. 
They will also supply food to Creative Technol-

ogies Academy students as well.
How will our churches be in-

volved? “We have some meal 
planners for the month. As 
they project out, we might go 
to a church and ask them to get 
canned chicken, another church 
fruit cups, or boxes of cereal—
common things and make it 
simple,” said Owens. “To fill 
in the gaps, others have made 

financial commitments and we have a 
couple of shoppers to pick up what else 
we need.”

Volunteers will also be needed for the next 
step. “We will have volunteers to pack meals 
and delivery people to go to particular buildings 
to put meals in the lockers,” explained Owens. 
He said the backpacks would initially be pro-
vided by Hand 2 Hand. The child can bring the 
backpack back on Monday and leave it in their 
locker to be refilled on Thursday.

How will students be selected? “We have 
talked to the principals, social workers/coun-
selors, and asked them to identify students who 
might need it,” he explained. Once identified, 
the school will send a letter to the parents, and if 
they agree, the child will get food in their locker 
on Thursday evenings to take home on Friday. 
“Hand 2 Hand has designed the letter that goes 
out to parents. The application just has a parent 
list the names and grades of students for them to 
get food at the right location. It’s not a screening 
tool. We are not trying to see if they qualify,” 
noted Owens. He said principals are already 

By Scott Smith, Superintendent, 
Cedar Springs Public Schools
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Board of Ed 
selects officers, 
swears in trustee
By Judy Reed

The Cedar 
Springs Board 
of Education 
held their an-
nual organiza-
tional meeting 
on Monday, 
January 14.

Newcomer 
Mistie Bowser 
was sworn in 
as a new trust-
ee. Bowser is a 
perfect exam-
ple that per-
sistence pays 
off. She ran 
for the board 
in 2011 and 
2016, and was 
defeated both 
times. She 
also applied 
for the interim 
positions that popped up throughout last year after several 
board members resigned but was not chosen. She decided 
to run again for a position in 2018, and was elected. 

The board also chose their officers for the year. President 
is Heidi Reed, Vice President is Matt Shoffner, Treasurer is 
Trent Gilmore, and Secretary is Traci Slager. Rounding out 
the board are trustees Jeff Rivard, Shannon Vanderhyde, 
and Bowser.

The remaining meeting dates for the 2018-19 school year 
are February 11, 25,* March 11, 25,* April 22, May 13, 
June 10, 24. *Dates are a work session.

Kent County Libraries join forces to 
increase student reading scores

Mistie Bowser was sworn in Monday, January 14, 
as a new trustee on the Cedar Springs Board of 
Education. Photo from csredhawks.org.

All of the libraries in 
Kent County have teamed 
up with the Kent Interme-
diate School District and 
the Literacy Center of West 
Michigan to form Partners 
in Reading Success. The 
group is pleased to launch 
Mission Read, a reading 
program designed to help 
young and beginning read-
ers pass new Michigan 
reading proficiency require-
ments. The mission is to 
read for 1,000 days before 
6th grade.

Reading assessments 
conducted in 2016 show 
that only 46 percent of 
third-graders passed the En-
glish language arts exam. 
Of the 54 percent who did 
not pass, 25 percent were 
deemed “partially profi-
cient” and 29 percent were 
“not proficient.” The strat-
egy behind Mission Read 
is to help beginning readers 
develop a daily reading hab-
it and improve reading pro-
ficiency.

“There’s an urgent need 
to help these kids,” explains 
Mark Raffler, English Lan-
guage Arts Consultant at 
Kent Intermediate School 
District. “When kids love 
to read, everything else in 
school comes more easi-
ly and with greater effec-

tiveness. The results of 
good reading habits carry 
throughout their schooling 
and into adult life.”   

The first objective of Mis-
sion Read is to help instill 
strong reading habits and 
improve overall reading 
assessment scores. Fami-
lies with beginning readers 
(kindergarten through grade 
three) can sign up for Mis-
sion Read at Cedar Springs 
Public Library, Sparta 
Township Library, any 
Grand Rapids Public library 
location or any Kent District 
Library location. For every 
100 days of reading, each 
participant will get a planet 
sticker. The 500-day prize 
is a book and the 1,000-day 
prize is a digital tablet read-
er.

The second objective of 
Mission Read is to help stu-
dents with low reading as-
sessment scores. When an 
in-school assessment iden-

tifies one or more of five 
specific reading skills that 
need improvement, the stu-
dent and family are referred 
to their local public library. 
Public libraries throughout 
Kent County have curated 
books and activities aimed 
at strengthening these spe-
cific skills.

Mike Nassar, Director 
of the Community Litera-
cy Initiative at the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan, 
said “Mission Read adds 
a new dimension to public 
libraries as a powerful re-
source for schools and, most 
importantly, for beginning 
and developing readers. 
This is precisely the type of 
collaboration that can help 
us move the needle for early 
literacy.”

Starting in the 2019-20 
school year, students who 
are at least one grade lev-
el behind in reading by the 
end of third-grade will be 

held back, although super-
intendents have the option 
to grant exemptions in some 
instances. This new law is 
aimed at improving child-
hood literacy and is based on 
research showing that high 
literacy scores among third 
graders is a key predictor of 
student academic success.

Beginning in Kindergar-
ten, all students are assessed 
three times per year to mea-
sure their reading progress. 
Students reading below 
grade level will have an In-
dividual Reading Improve-
ment Plan (IRIP) that must 
be provided by the teacher 
and shared with parents. 
The IRIP identifies up to 
five specific reading skills 
that may need improvement. 
These skills include phonics, 
phonemic awareness, fluen-
cy, vocabulary and com-
prehension. It also includes 
a “Read at Home Plan” to 
encourage reading support 
outside of school.

Third-grade students 
will be tested near the end 
of the school year with the 
M-STEP reading assess-
ment. If their score is below 
the threshold, they may not 
advance to fourth grade.

To learn more about Mis-
sion Read, visit missionread.
org. 

The old Union High School, which sat up on the highest hill in town. It was razed in 1923. A mosaic of the school 
is in the entryway of our current high school. This photo was from a vintage postcard posted at genealogyhound.com.

Cedar Springs Village life a century ago
Contributed by Sharon Jett, 
Cedar Springs Historical Society

Picture our small town in 1890. Many of 
its dirt streets were lined with maple trees. 
We had wooden sidewalks and gas street 
lamps. From George and W.J. Hake’s 
blacksmith shop the sharp ringing sounds 
of hot iron being pounded into shape could 
be heard. They made cant hooks for the 
lumbermen’s use. Hardware stores, hotels, 
and a tavern or two lined each side of the 
street.

The three-story school sat high on a hill 
at the south end of town [where Hilltop is 
now]. An apple orchard behind the school 
was a great place to swipe a snack after 
school.

Mac Sellers, editor and publisher of 
the Cedar Springs Clipper, could be seen 
through the front window of the Clipper 

building. Mac’s large bowl of popcorn was 
kept warm on the pot-bellied stove. You 
were always expected to have some when 
you stopped in, as he was greatly insulted 
if you didn’t.

We had four churches at that time, their 
steeples standing tall. On Sunday morning 
you could hear their bells toll. When there 
was a death in the village, the bell would 
ring once for each year the person had 
lived. 

The sound made by the horse and wag-
on as it clattered and jingled down the 
street was common, and your watch could 
be set by the whistle of the trains passing 
through the village. Hitching posts and 
water troughs were found in front of most 
establishments.

The old-timers would gather around the 
pot-bellied stove in Black’s Busy Store and 
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Super blood wolf moon 2019

This super blood wolf moon photo was taken by Laura Newland-Herweyer of Zombie Photography, in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

By Judy Reed

Many of you braved the 
frigid temperature Sunday 
evening to catch one of 
the most memorable lunar 
eclipses in recent history.

On Sunday evening, 
January 20, we were treat-
ed to a super blood wolf 
moon—a big red ball in 
the sky at the peak of the 
lunar eclipse. 

The moon began to en-
ter the earth’s shadow at 
10:34 p.m., and was fully 
darkened at 11:41 p.m. 
It started to see the light 
again about 12:43 a.m.

How did this type of 

eclipse get its name? Ac-
cording to space.com, the 
eclipse coincided with 
a supermoon—a full moon 
that occurs when the nat-
ural satellite is at or near 
its closest point to Earth 
during its elliptical orbit. 
Supermoons appear slight-
ly bigger and brighter in 
the sky than normal full 
moons.

The “blood” part refers 
to the ruddy color fully 
eclipsed moons often as-
sume, the result of Earth’s 
atmosphere bending some 
sunlight onto the mostly 
dark lunar surface. Red 
light preferentially makes 

it through, because it has 
long wavelengths; short-
er-wavelength light such 
as yellow and blue gets 
blocked and scattered by 
our planet’s air.

The “wolf” part refers to 
the full moon of January—
likely named for the howl-
ing of wolves at the moon 
this time of year.

If you missed the spec-
tacle, you can go to www.
space.com to see it.

Several of you sent some 
good photos, and we will 
try to run a few more next 
week, as space allows.

City warns of 
phishing scam

The City of Cedar Springs told the Post this week that 
they were contacted by somebody outside of the city 
who said he had received a spam email, supposedly from 
the city’s code enforcer, asking for a cash payment. 

“We have checked with our IT department and those 
emails are not coming from us at all, which unfortunately 
means there is nothing that we can do about it,” said City 
Manager Mike Womack. He added that the City would 
never ask for a payment of any kind via email.  

“The city only accepts utility and tax payments online 
and then only through BSA/Point and Pay which can be 
accessed through our official website under ‘pay bills,’” 
he explained. 

He went on to say that the Code Enforcer would never 
ask for any kind of payment. City staff also tries to send 
out professional emails with a personalized salutation 
and a signature block with the correct contact informa-
tion.

Womack noted that the phishing emails that claim to 
be from the City have many of the typical qualities that 
spam emails have, and citizens should check the follow-
ing things for all emails to verify whether they are real 
or fake.
Check the sender.

Sometimes, cybercriminals will fake (or “spoof”) the 
sender of an email. If the “from” address doesn’t match 
the alleged sender of the email, or if it doesn’t make sense 
in the context of the email, something may be phishy. 

An email claims to come from the University, but it’s 
from “udel@yahoo.com” instead of an “@udel.edu” ad-
dress.

An email claims to come from your friend John Doe, 
but the sender is “james@faceb00k.biz.”
Check for (in)sanity.

Many typical phishing emails are mass-produced by 

Now that that we’ve been getting more 
snow, we are looking for your winter fun 
photos. Emma Read, 12, and her brother 
Austin, 10, of Greenville, built this angry 
snowman and somersaulting snowman! 
They get top marks for being creative!

Send your winter fun photos to news@
cedarspringspost.com. Include a brief 
description of what is happening, in the 
photo, the names and ages of children, 
and city/township. We will run as space 
allows. 

Staying on track 

Winter storm puts us in deep 
freeze
By Judy Reed

By Judy Reed

What started out as a chimney 
fire in a home in Pierson Town-

ship last week soon spread to the 
rest of the house, engulfing it in 
flames.

Four fire area departments re-

sponded to the fire at 23326 W. 
Stanton Rd on Thursday, January 
24. Sand Lake was toned out for 
the fire at about 2:40 p.m. with 

mutual aid from Solon Fire, How-
ard City Fire, and Cedar Springs 
Fire.

According to Sand Lake Fire 

Chief Ed Holtzlander, the fami-
ly used a wood stove to heat the 
home, and the fire began in the 
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Man 
charged 
in death 
of brother

A Mecosta County man was arraigned 
earlier this week and charged with mur-
dering his brother.

Justin Michael Walsh, 33, of Barry-
ton, was arraigned in 77th District Court 
on January 28, where he was formally 
charged with the murder of his brother 
Nathan Walsh, 35, also of Barryton. Jus-
tin Walsh was also charged with habitu-
al offender second offense. 

According to the Mecosta County 
Sheriff’s Office, the incident was inves-
tigated at the Walsh brothers’ residence 
in Sheridan Township on Saturday, Jan-
uary 26, where Nathan Walsh was found 
to have been murdered. Justin Walsh 
was subsequently arrested for the mur-
der of his brother. He remains lodged in 
the Mecosta County Jail without bond.

Justin Walsh

Fire destroys Sand Lake home

This home on W. Stanton Rd was destroyed in a fire last week. Photo from Solon Fire Facebook page. Solon Fire Chief Ed Drake was first on the scene. Courtesy photo.

Michigan and many states 
in the Midwest have been in a 
cold weather pattern over the 
last six days that has gotten 
progressively worse: we have 
had icy rain, sleet, snow, blow-
ing and drifting, zero visibility, 
temperatures below zero, and 
wind chills as low as -30. 

On Monday we had a winter 
storm and on Tuesday we tran-
sitioned to lake effect snow. 
We were already experiencing 
frigid temperatures and a foot 
of new snow when the Polar 
Vortex descended on us Tues-

day night and sent tempera-
tures plunging even further 
below zero. There were dozens 
of crashes on roads Wednes-
day and several parts of the 
highways were shut down.

According to local meteorol-
ogists, we haven’t experienced 
these types of temperatures 
since 1994.

With meteorologists and the 
state of Michigan telling peo-
ple to stay off the roads, hun-
dreds of schools have been 
canceled all week; colleges and 
universities have shut down 

the last few days; state, coun-
ty and local offices have shut 
down; along with hundreds of 
businesses. The Postal Service 
even stopped delivering mail 
Tuesday and Wednesday. The 
governor has declared a state 
of emergency. 

Check out two stories on 
page three that will help you 
stay safe and warm during cold 
weather, and give you some 
tips on using space heaters and 
keeping your pipes from freez-
ing.

This was the scene in Cedar Springs this week due to a winter sotrm. Post photo by J. Reed.
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By Judy Reed

In only a few years, you may be 
eating a fast food burger with meat 
that was grown in a lab instead of 
a pasture.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s (USDA) Food Safety 
and Inspection Service (FSIS) and 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ (HHS) Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
announced on March 7 they had 
reached a formal agreement to 
jointly oversee the production 
of human food products derived 
from the cells of livestock and 
poultry.

The formal agreement describes 
the oversight roles and respon-
sibilities for both agencies and 
how the agencies will collaborate 
to regulate the development and 
entry of these products into com-
merce. 

“Consumers trust the USDA 
mark of inspection to ensure safe, 

wholesome and accurately labeled 
products,” said USDA Deputy 
Under Secretary for Food Safety 
Mindy Brashears. “We look for-
ward to continued collaboration 
with FDA and our stakeholders to 
safely regulate these new products 
and ensure parity in labeling.”

Under the formal agreement, 
the agencies agree upon a joint 
regulatory framework where-
in FDA oversees cell collection, 
cell banks, and cell growth and 
differentiation. A transition from 
FDA to FSIS oversight will occur 
during the cell harvest stage. FSIS 
will oversee the production and 
labeling of human food products 
derived from the cells of livestock 
and poultry.

On Oct. 23-24, 2018, FSIS and 
FDA held a joint public meeting to 
discuss the use of cell culture tech-
nology to develop products de-
rived from livestock and poultry. 
The public meeting focused on the 
potential hazards, oversight con-

siderations, and labeling of cell 
cultured food products derived 
from livestock and poultry.

According to the FDA, “Animal 
cell culture food technology refers 
to the controlled growth of animal 
cells from livestock, poultry, fish, 
or other animals, their subsequent 
differentiation into various cell 
types, and their collection and pro-
cessing into food.”

During the joint meeting, USDA 
secretary Sonny Perdue spoke 
about the projected world popula-
tion growth of 9 billion people by 
2050, and the need to feed them 
by whatever means available and 
necessary. “Both agencies must be 
open to innovation and welcome 
innovation that feeds people. The 
projected population of our planet 
demands it,” he remarked.

Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Commis-
sioner of the FDA, spoke at the 
meeting about how cell-cultured 
food technology has advanced 
rapidly over the last few years, 

with numerous companies work-
ing to develop new products. “The 
FDA has been contacted by sev-
eral firms wanting to use cell-cul-
tured animal cells from various 
species,” said Gottlieb. “It’s clear 
to us cell-cultured products will 
take many forms—livestock and 
poultry, and seafood is also on the 
horizon. At the FDA, we foresee 
this technology could be used 
for a variety of multi-component 
food and food products that can 
only be imagined right now. And 
it won’t be long until these prod-
ucts reach a wide marketplace.”  
Gottlieb noted that the cost of pro-
ducing cell-cultured food products 
is 1/50th of the cost it was just 
three years ago. “I don’t have a 
crystal ball to see the future, but 
I wouldn’t be surprised to see 
cell-cultured burgers on restaurant 
menus in the coming years,” he 
added.

Gottlieb went on to say that 

Gowen man dies in farming accident

Planning for the 80th 
Red Flannel Festival is 
in full swing, and earlier this 
week the board released their theme and logo 
to celebrate this year’s milestone event: Still 
going 80—celebrating 80 years!

The logo, pictured above, shows a Cedar 
Springs Fire truck driven by firefighters in Red 
Flannel long johns, and one of them hanging 
on for dear life, as the truck goes 80 mph.

According to RFF president Nancy Deyman, 
Rose Powell came up with this year’s theme. 
Brynadette Powell created the initial rough 
draft design of the logo, and artist Doris Vinton 
created the final design. 

Several others also submitted ideas for this 
year’s theme: Renae Cope, Lyle Perry Jr., Mar-
ilynn Higley, and Andrew and Meghan Barto-
szek.

Deyman thanked all those who worked on 
this year’s theme and design, and those who 
submitted ideas. “The Red Flannel Festival had 
a hard time deciding, and will keep all the sub-
missions on file for future festivals,” she said.

In other Red Flannel Festival news, the Lum-
berjack show will be back again this year and 
so will the pie-eating contest. The Grand Lodge 
will be back but in a different location. “We are 
still working out those details,” said Deyman.  

Also, for anyone that participated in the 
5k/10k Run: if you ran it last year and would 
like to run it again this year, due to some mea-
surement/communication issues last year they 
would like to offer the race to you this year at 
a discounted rate. You can contact the RFF for 
more information. Just email admin@redflan-
nelfestival.org.

PLUS 

P    STThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesServing Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesVol. XXXII   No. 11  Thursday, March 14, 2019
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Outdoors ........... page 10
Health ..................page 11
Honor Roll . pages 12-13

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE

FOOD - continues on page 5

USDA and FDA reach agreement to 
regulate cell-cultured food products

Red Flannel 
Festival 
celebrates 
80 years

In the future you could eat a burger that never came directly from a cow.

Post Travels
A Gowen man died Monday 

evening, March 11, after he be-
came entangled in an auger at-
tached to a farm tractor.

According to the Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Office, Jacob 
Fruchey, 42, was attempting 
to auger holes into the frozen 
ground near a sheep barn to re-
lieve flooding from the melting 
snow. It is believed the auger 
caught Fruchey’s thick clothing, 
entangling him in the auger. His 
wife found him at approximate-
ly 7:02 p.m., and called 911.

Montcalm Township Fire 

personnel and the Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Office arrived 
at approximately 7:15 p.m. and 
found the tractor and auger 
still running. Fruchey was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. Al-
cohol or drugs are not believed 
to be contributing factors in the 
incident. 

Personnel assisting at the 
scene included Montcalm 
Township Fire Department, 
Montcalm County EMS and 
Rescue, Montcalm County Cen-
tral Dispatch and Montcalm 
County Medical Examiners.Jacob Fruchey and his wife. Facebook 

photo

Let the sun shine in
We may be getting some 

much-needed outdoor sun-
shine this week, but we are 
also celebrating sunshine 
of another kind. March 10-
16 is being celebrated as 
“Sunshine Week” across 
the nation. Sunshine week 
is a week dedicated to shin-
ing a light on the impor-
tance of freedom of infor-
mation, transparency and 
openness in government. 
Access to public informa-
tion is vital for all of us.

Journalists have long 

championed the public’s 
right to know, often being 
on the front lines to wage 
that battle. Here at the Post, 
it used to be that we had an 
editor, a full time reporter, 
a group of freelance re-
porters and photographers 
to attend all the various 
community meetings and 
events in the area, a couple 
of graphic designers, sev-
eral sales people, an office 
manager, and the publisher. 
But as advertisers left to try 
their hand at online adver-

tising, it left a hole in our 
budget. We no longer have 
that bevy of reporters/pho-
tographers to rely on. But 
we try our best to bring you 
the info you need to know. 
On page 3 we bring you 
the story of a town that lost 
its newspaper, and what it 
meant for that town, and 
what it could mean for any 
town—including ours.

That being said, it is 
important that citizens 
participate in our local 
government meetings 

and exercise their right 
to know. As responsible 
citizens working to keep 
our community strong, 
healthy and vibrant, we 
need to work together to 
keep the focus on having 
an open government.

For information on the 
Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) and Open 
Meetings Act (OMA) 
acts visit the Open Gov-
ernment Guide at www.
rcfp.org/open-govern-
ment-guide. You can learn 
about both federal and 
state guidelines. 
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Poison prevention 
week

Signs of 
 Spring

We may have celebrated the first 
official day of spring Wednesday 
with snow flurries, but we are defi-
nitely seeing signs of spring! Sally 
Smith, of Nelson Township, said 
they saw robins in their yard over 
the weekend for the first time this 
year and sent us this photo of one. 
Some robins actually do spend the 
winter here and we get reports of 
sightings from time to time. But 
this is a great photo to help us 
think positive: Spring is coming! 
Thank you, Sally, for sending it to 
us!

Sand Lake suspends 
police department

By Judy Reed

The Sand Lake Village 
voted Monday evening to 
suspend police department 
operations until further 
notice. It was done at the 
recommendation of the 
Village’s police personnel 
committee.

According to trustee Ra-
chel Gokey, who serves on 
the committee, they had 
several reasons for recom-
mending it. “The decision 
was made for many rea-
sons, among them, lack of 
current funding to train, 
equip, operate and maintain 

the department; long-stand-
ing concern about perfor-
mance and the relationship 
of the department with the 
community and staffing is-
sues,” she said.

In the meantime, the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office 
will take over coverage of 
the Village during the day-
time, just as they do in the 
evenings, and as they do for 
area townships. 

“It’s important to note 
that they were not a full 
time department and so we 
have always been responsi-
ble for emergency response 
to the village when they 

weren’t on duty,” said Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Sgt. Joel Roon. 

“We don’t expect any in-
terruption in emergency re-
sponse to the village as they 
work through this decision. 
We have discussed with 
Sand Lake Village opportu-
nities to contract for police 
services on those occasions 
there might be an increased 
need like a special event in 
the village. Of course we 
stand ready to serve in any 
capacity necessary to en-
sure the safety and securi-
ty of the residents of Sand 

Woman killed in Algoma crash

A Cedar Springs woman died in this two-vehicle crash in Algoma Township Wednesday, March 20. Post 
photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A 35-year-old Cedar 
Springs mother died when 
her car collided with an-
other in Algoma Township 
Wednesday afternoon.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
crash occurred about 2:40 
p.m. on Algoma Avenue, be-
tween 13 Mile Rd and Rec-
tor, just south of the Algoma 
Township Hall. One of the 

cars involved was a Ford Fo-
cus driven by a 35-year-old 
woman from Cedar Springs. 
Her two young children 
were in car seats in the back-
seat. The woman was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
The two children were trans-
ported to the hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries.

The second vehicle in-
volved was a Ford pickup 
truck driven by a 35-year-old 
man from Cedar Springs. He 

was transported to the hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening 
injuries.

The Algoma Fire Depart-
ment, Life Ambulance, and 
Rockford Ambulance all as-
sisted the Kent County Sher-
iff’s Office at the scene.

Alcohol is not believed to 
be a factor in the crash. The 
incident is still under inves-
tigation. Names are being 
withheld pending notifica-
tion of family. 

Police 
investigating 
fatal crash 

    
A Morley woman was killed Sunday evening in 

Oakfield Township when the car she was driving 
crossed the centerline and struck a tractor trailer. 

According to the Michigan State Police Rock-
ford Post, the crash occurred on 14 Mile Rd. west 
of Morgan Mills Ave. at approximately 11:30 p.m.  

Police said that the 46-year-old woman from 
Morley appeared to have been travelling eastbound 
on 14 Mile Rd. when she crossed the centerline 
and struck a westbound tractor-trailer driven by a 
22-year-old man from Big Rapids.     

The driver of the tractor-trailer was not injured. 
The female was deceased on scene. Her name has 
not yet been released pending notification of family.  

It is unknown if alcohol was a factor in the crash. 
14 Mile Rd. was closed for several hours while the 
Michigan State Police investigated the crash. 

The Michigan State Police was assisted at the 
scene by Oakfield Township Fire, Bud’s Towing 
and Captain Hooks Towing.             
   

A&E - pages 8-9

Amazing Race at 
Silver Lake

SPORTS - pages 8-9

Youth wresters 
head to State

BUSINESS - page 13

How to get 
promoted

By Judy Reed

Police are asking for the 
public’s help to find the 
man who stole what was 
supposed to be a five-year-
old’s birthday present. 

The incident occurred on 
Tuesday, March 26, in a 
Pine Lake suburb. “I bought 
a rare pink mini-trampoline 
online from the Pine Lake 
garage sale site,” explained 
the victim. “The ad said 
it was in good condition, 
that it had three speeds—
high, higher, and through 
the roof—but they had lost 
the remote for it, and said 
I could buy another re-
mote on Amazon or Ebay. 

I figured that would be ok. 
I bought the trampoline 
for my 5-year-old chihua-
hua’s birthday. She’s a little 
pudgy, about 10 lbs over-
weight, so I thought she 
might enjoy bouncing on 
the higher setting to help 
her lose some weight. She’s 
going to be devastated when 
I tell her that I don’t have a 
present because someone 
took it.”

The victim told the Post 
that the seller was going 
to put it on the side of the 
road for her to pick up. But 
somehow it ended up next 
to the seller’s garbage can. 
That’s when the unthink-

Sand Lake suspends police department
By Judy Reed

Editor’s note: We are reprinting this story from last week’s 
paper in its entirety since the last part of the story was not 
printed. We apologize for the error.
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Severe weather week: make plans now
Sirens to sound Friday, April 5

When sirens sound at 
noon on Friday, April 5 in 
Kent County, it will be a re-
minder that severe weather 
season is here in Michigan 
and now is the time to make 
plans in case severe weath-
er hits.

Kent County Emergen-
cy Management (KCEM) 
will test the sirens on the 

first Friday of the month at 
noon, from April through 
October. “The purpose of 
the outdoor warning si-
rens is to alert citizens of 
an imminent hazard and to 
prompt them to find shelter 
and seek further informa-
tion,” it said in a news re-
lease from KCEM. 

Two examples of immi-

nent severe weather are: a 
tornado warning for Kent 
County and/or a storm in 
Kent County with sus-
tained winds at or above 
70mph. Both are potential-
ly dangerous situations and 
should prompt citizens to 
take shelter in the lowest 
level of a building, such as 
a basement, or an interior 

room that does not have 
windows.

Severe Weather Week in 
Michigan this year is March 
24-30. This represents a 
great time for families to 
talk about severe weather 
and how they can prepare, 
respond and recover from 
a storm. It is important to 

The Sand Lake Village 
voted Monday evening, 
March 18, to suspend police 
department operations until 
further notice. It was done 
at the recommendation of 
the Village’s police person-
nel committee.

According to trustee Ra-
chel Gokey, who serves on 
the committee, they had 

several reasons for recom-
mending it. “The decision 
was made for many rea-
sons, among them, lack of 
current funding to train, 
equip, operate and maintain 
the department; long-stand-
ing concern about perfor-
mance and the relationship 
of the department with the 

Police search for driver that hit child 

The boy was hit on Maple Hill Road, north of Lake Montcalm Road, by a Ford F150 or similar vehicle.

The Montcalm Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is still 
searching for the driver that 
hit a child on his way to 
school last week Wednes-
day.

According to police, the 
hit and run occurred about 
6:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
March 20, on Maple Hill 
Road, north of Lake Mont-
calm Road, in Reynolds 
Township. 

Police said that an 11-
year old was walking 
southbound with his broth-
er along the right side of the 
road edge in the grass on 
Maple Hill Road headed to 
the bus stop. As he and his 
brother walked, the 11-year 

Police seek 
garbage man 
in theft

Have you seen this man? Video footage show him stealing this tram-
poline. 

WEATHER - continues on page 9

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Two Greenville men were ar-
rested Tuesday in connection 
with an alleged home invasion 
in Fairplain Township, in Mont-
calm County.

Michigan State Troopers from 
the Lakeview Post responded 
to the scene of the incident on 
Tuesday morning, April 2, on 
Derby Rd in Fairplain Township 
in Montcalm County.  

The suspects were caught by 
the homeowners breaking into 
a shed and witnesses reported 
seeing a handgun. Troopers re-
sponded and initiated a pursuit. 
The pursuit lasted several miles 
and resulted in damaging two 
patrol vehicles. Minor injuries 
were reported.

The suspects abandoned their vehicle in the city of Beld-
ing and the suspects fled on foot. Two of the three suspects 
later were taken into custody without incident and were 
scheduled to be arraigned Wednesday, April 3, in Montcalm 
County. 

Arrested was Antonio Miguel LaBanca, 21, of Greenville, 
and Casey Lee Stapp, 19, also of Greenville. Police were 
still looking for an unknown female suspect.  The weapon 
was also recovered.

Troopers from the Lakeview Posts were assisted by Beld-
ing Police Department, Greenville Department of Public 
Safety, Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office, Ionia County 
Sheriff’s Office, Kent County Sheriff’s Office, and both Io-
nia and Montcalm County Central Dispatch Centers.  

Police arrest 
home invasion 
suspects
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Morley couple charged in 
shooting

Andrea and Craig Lake are facing various charges related to a 
shooting in Montcalm County.

A Morley couple has been 
arraigned in the shooting of 
a man in Montcalm County 
last week. 

According to the Michigan 
State Police in Lakeview, 
troopers responded to a re-
port of a shooting in the 1000 
block of Bluebird Lane/
Townline Lake on Thursday, 
March 28, at 12:35 p.m. Ini-
tial reports indicate an alter-
cation occurred and several 

gunshots were heard before 
vehicles were observed leav-
ing the residence. 

Once on scene troopers 
found that John Hill, 61, had 
been shot once in the head. 
He was rushed to United 
Memorial Kelsey Campus 
in Lakeview and was then 
transported by Aeromed to 
Grand Rapids. Lt. Christian 
Clute told the Post that the 
victim would make a full re-

covery.
Police said that the prelim-

inary investigation revealed 
that the incident was drug-re-
lated. 

Troopers asked for the 
public’s to help locate the 
couple involved in the inci-
dent, who they also believed 
was traveling with Andrea’s 
three-year-old child.

Craig Duane Lake, 31, and 
his wife, Andrea Lyn Lake, 
35, were taken into custody 
at 2:30 a.m. March 29 by 
Lakeview troopers with the 

assistance of officers from 
the Greenville Department 
of Public Safety. 

The couple was arraigned 
on charges in Montcalm 
County District Court on 
Friday afternoon, March 
29. Andrea Lake is facing 
charges of armed robbery, 
felony firearm, and assault 
with intent to commit mur-
der. Her bond was set at 
$500,000. Craig Lake is fac-
ing charges of armed robbery 
and felony firearm. His bond 
was set at $250,000.

Odyssey group finishes in top 10 at 
state

This Odyssey of the Mind team 
from Cedar Springs finished in 

the top 10 at the state finals. 
Back row (L to R): Kaleb 

Russel, Blake Stump, Hailey 
Nichols, Coach Morgan Burris, 

Morgan Sanders.
Front row (L to R): Luke Brown, 

Tanner Burris, Isaac Brown 
and missing from pic co coach 

Rachel Stump.

A young and new Od-
yssey of the Mind team 
from Cedar View elemen-
tary who placed 2nd at the 
Regional tournament and 
earned their way to State 
Finals, had a good showing 
at state on Feb 23 at Thor-
napple Kellogg Schools. 

Teams from all over the 
state—Marquette to Ka-
lamazoo, Brighton to Cedar 
Springs—sent creative, out 
of the box-thinking teams 
to compete for the top two 
spots that would advance 
them to a World Finals seat.

Our young team, al-
though missing the top 
spots, did place in the top 
10 in their division at State 
Finals. Congratulations to 
this team! We cant wait to 
see what they create for 
next season!

KEEP THE POST COMING...  #shoplocal   #shopthepost
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Lions club benefit

Antonio Miguel LaBanca

Casey Lee Stapp

By Judy Reed

The Easter Bunny made an ear-

ly appearance in Cedar Springs 
last Saturday, April 6, when he 
visited the Cedar Springs Public 

Library.
About 290 people attended the 

event, where kids had a chance 
to make an Eas-
ter card, try their 
hand at a variety 
of crafts, and get 
their photo taken 
with the Easter 
Bunny. 

Library Director 
Donna Clark said 
that the crafts were 
done in the com-
munity room, and 
then she took the 
little ones hopping 
down Easter Lane, 
a pink bunny paw 
trail leading to the 
Easter Bunny, who 
was set up by the 
fireplace. After 
getting their photo 
taken, the Easter 
Bunny gave each 
of them a piece of 
candy.

“It was fun!” re-
marked Clark.

A head-on crash 
on Main Street in 
Cedar Springs on 
Tuesday morning 
may have been 
caused by a driver 
that dozed off.

The crash oc-
curred about 10:30 
a.m. Tuesday 
morning, April 
9, at the intersec-
tion of Main and 
Cherry Streets. 
Allan Burns, 55, 
of Cutlerville, said 
he was driving 
his Dodge Cara-
van north on Main 
Street when he 
saw the driver of a 
white SUV head-
ing southbound be-
gin to drift over into his lane. “I 
saw her go past the orange cones 
and then she got closer to the truck 
(doing work on the east side of the 
road) and then she came straight 
for us. Her head was down,” he 
explained. Burns said he had no-

where to go to get out of the way.
“I hope she’s ok,” he added. 
Sgt. Todd Probst and Deputy 

Todd Frank, of the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office, took statements 
at the scene. Sgt. Probst said that 
the crew working outside of the 
Red Bird Bistro saw her drift over 

and thought it looked like the driv-
er had dozed off. Police identified 
her as Cheri Ripley, 42, of Sher-
idan. She was reportedly on her 
way to a home health care job. 

The driver of the van said he 
did not suffer any injuries. The 
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New sculpture 
installed near 
amphitheater

By Judy Reed

A new piece of artwork was 
added to the Heart of Cedar 
Springs area last weekend—one 
that hints at a bright future for 
the town.

Local resident and sculp-
tor Andrew Kline installed 
his sculpture titled “Springs 
Eternal” near the amphithe-
ater, which is currently under 
construction just off W. Maple 
Street, behind the Cedar Springs 
Public Library.

Kline is the Assistant Conserva-
tor at Fredrick Meijer Gardens. He 
graduated from Western Michigan 
University in 2010 with a degree in 
sculpture, and has been with FMG 
for the last three years. He has a side 
business in conservation work, and 
is involved in all things pertaining to 
sculpture—including creating them. 
He has exhibited them not only in 
Michigan, but also in Indiana, Illinois, 
and both Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

The Post asked Kline how he got 
his inspiration for the sculpture. 
“When I make a sculpture, I let the 
material speak to me,” he explained. 
“It’s a dialogue between us. It’s spon-
taneous. Whatever comes out is what 
it is. It dictates itself.” He noted that 
the abstract nature of the piece would 
allow the viewer to create his or her 

own interpretation.
The sculpture was previously ex-

hibited at the Gerald R. Ford Muse-
um, then was on display at Crystal 
Mountain for a couple of years. Kline 
explained that the lease was up there, 
and it needed a new location, and he 
wondered if it could be something 
that could be used in the Heart of Ce-
dar Springs behind the library. It was 
purchased by the Community Build-
ing Development Team and is now 
permanently installed.

Kline felt the sculpture was a good 
fit for the site. “It sits on the site of 
a former steel foundry, and the sculp-
ture is made of steel, so it’s drawing a 
connection to Cedar Springs’ past,” he 
explained. “And the name—Springs 
Eternal—hints at Cedar Springs’ 
bright and flourishing future.”

To view more of Kline’s work, 
visit his website at www.heavymet-
alsculpture.com.

Andrew Kline’s sculpture—Springs 
Eternal—is permanently installed 
in the Heart of Cedar Springs.

Dozing driver causes crash
By Judy Reed

A white SUV crashed into a blue minivan head-on Tuesday morning. Post photo by J. Reed.

Easter bunny fun at the library

Kids had a great time working on crafts and visiting with the Easter Bunny last weekend at the Cedar 
Springs Library. Courtesy photo.

Post photo by J. Reed

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 8  Friday, January 3, 2020

SPORTS

P    STThe
Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Vol. XXXII   No. 21  Thursday, May 23, 2019
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

FORGET - continues on page 8

A family legacy Boys track 
sending six 
to state

Memorial Day services are conducted around this Civil 
War monument in Elmwood Cemetery each Memorial 
Day. Post photo by J. Reed.

Memorial Day is a day to remember and hon-
or those that gave their lives while defending our 
country. It’s also a day to remember all those that 
have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue 
are the names of many of the veterans buried in area 
cemeteries (though not all), and we honor them with 
this issue of The Cedar Springs Post, click here to 
download. If you know of a veteran’s name that is 
missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll 
add them for next year.

There will be several memorial activities and cer-
emonies taking place this weekend that residents are 
encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society will hold 
its 19th annual Memorial Cemetery Walk on Sun-
day, May 26, at 2 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 
This year’s veterans will be Leander Jewell, Civil 
War; Harold Bicknell Glidden, World War I; Leland 
Dewey, World War II; William Wilson, Korean War; 
Michael E. Magoon, Vietnam War.

Biographical and historical information will be 
presented at each gravesite. The Glen Hill Post 
of the American Legion honor guard will assist at 
the presentation. We will leave from the museum 
in Morley Park at 1:30 pm and return there for re-
freshments. In case of severe weather warnings we 
will cancel the event. In case of rain we will do the 
presentations in the museum.

The American Legion Glen Hill Post #287 in 
Cedar Springs will hold their annual Memorial Day 
program on Monday, May 27. They will be at El-
mwood Cemetery at 9 a.m., Solon Cemetery at 10 
a.m., East Nelson Cemetery at about 11 a.m., and 
Veterans Memorial Park, (corner of Main and Oak 
in Cedar Springs) at about noon. Our speaker is 5th 
District American Legion Commander Keith Wake-
field.  In case of rain, the ceremony will be held at 
the American Legion Post #287 at 11 a.m.

Poppy days are on May 24, 25 and 26. The Le-
gion Auxiliary will be distributing them in Cedar 
Springs. If you see one of our donation centers, 
remember the donations go to assist our Veterans’ 

PFC Gerald G. Bonter was killed in battle in World War II in Germany 
just short of his 20th birthday. Courtesy photo.

Six members of the Cedar Springs Red Hawks boys 
track team will compete at the state level after a fine fin-
ish at regionals last Friday, May 17. Pictured above is 
Alex Nylaan, who finished 2nd in the 300-meter hurdles 
with a personal best time of 41.81. For complete cover-
age of regionals and the other five heading to state, turn 
to page 7.

When many people think of 
Memorial Day, they think of 
family get togethers, cook outs, 
camping trips—a whole week-
end full of fun. But for some, it 
means so much more.

Marjorie Knapp, of Cedar 
Springs, has many people in her 
family that has served our coun-

try through the armed services 
over the years, and at least one 
that was killed in battle. Her dad, 
uncle, grandpa, and great-uncle 
have all served—and she thanks 
them all in our veteran’s section 
this week. 

“I am so proud of them and so 

Lest we forget Firefighters save home in Solon Township

by Lois Allen

Tuesday evening, May 21 
around 9:30 p.m., Solon res-
ident Bernie Hale was doing 
what many other residents in 
Cedar Springs were doing. 
He was mowing his lawn. He 

happened to look up at the 
house he rents at 545 Solon 
Road and saw sparks coming 
out from the eves of the roof 
as well as on the power pole 
located next to the house.

He called 911. Firefighters 
from Solon, Kent City, Cas-

novia, and Sand Lake Fire 
converged on the scene about 
10-15 minutes later to find the 
upper portion of the home in 
flames.

The fire was contained and 
damages included structural 
to the attic area and one room 

as well as contents. The cause 
of the fire is believed to be 
electrical. Although Hale was 
not the homeowner, he did 
have renters insurance.

No one was injured and 
both the dog and cat survived 
the blaze.

LifeWalk

NEWS - page 2
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LEGACY - continues on page 8

Photos from Solon Fire Department Facebook page.

A Kent City man died on Satur-
day, June 1 when another driver ran 
a stop sign in Tyrone Township.

According to the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office, Thomas Long-
core, 74, of Kent City, was trav-
eling northbound on Peach Ridge 
about 3:50 p.m. in a 2015 Ford 

Fusion when a 2006 Chevy Impala 
traveling eastbound on 21 Mile Rd 
failed to yield at the stop sign and 
struck Longcore’s vehicle. Long-
core was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

The at fault driver, identified as 
Joseph Harvatich, 33, of White 

Cloud, suffered minor injuries and 
refused treatment at the scene.

Alcohol is not believed to be a 
factor in the crash, and it remains 
under investigation. Personnel 
from both Kent City Fire and Res-
cue and Rockford Ambulance as-
sisted at the scene.
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Kent City man killed in crash

It’s time to celebrate!
Congratulations Class of 2019

Hundreds of students 
stepped out into a brand 
new world over the last 
couple of weeks as they 
graduated high school and 
now celebrate what lies 

ahead. Here in our area, stu-
dents graduated from Ce-
dar Springs High School, 
New Beginnings High 
School, Creative Technol-
ogies Academy, Algoma 

Christian School, and Tri 
County High School.

To see photos of top hon-
ors students in our area and 
class photos, turn to pages 
7-13.Creative Technologies Academy graduates toss their hats.  Courtesy Photo

Superintendent Scott Smith at podium during Cedar Springs High School graduation ceremony. 
Pictured far right is Salutatorian Brighton Miller and Valedictorian Ethan Baker.

Thomas Longcore

Boys take fourth 
at state

The All-State 3200-meter relay team from Cedar 
Springs.  (L to R) Corey Bowers, Daniel Vermulm, 

Jaydon Moleski, and Dilan Sargent.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawk 
boys 3200-meter relay team 
made a great showing at the Di-
vision 2 State Track meet last 
Saturday, earning all-state hon-
ors when they recorded their 

season best time and finished 
in fourth place. Several other 
members of the Red Hawks also 
competed at state. Turn to page 
17 to find out all the results. 

Students learned about fire safety 
from the Cedar Springs Fire Depart-
ment. 

Students mailed a letter at the Post 
Office. Courtesy photo.

Students learned about safety from the Kent County Sheriff’s Office. Post photo 
by Melissa Kleyn.

On Wednesday, May 29, Mrs. 
Bellamy and Mr. Telman’s kinder-
garten classes went on a community 
walk. Their first stop was the po-
lice station where The Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff Department talked to the 
kids about safety and then let the 

kids explore their vehicles. The next 
stop was the Post Office, where the 
kids mailed a persuasive letter home 
to their parents. Next they enjoyed a 
quick snack on the way to the Fire 
Station, where they learned safety 

Courtesy photo.

WALK - continues on page 3

Community walk

Photo by Rob LaLone.

Photo by Rob LaLone.

By Judy Reed
 
The board of 

the Cedar Springs 
Area Parks and 
Recreation pro-
gram, now called 
North Kent Com-
munity Enrich-
ment, called a 
meeting for Mon-
day, June 10, to 
decide the fate of 
the cash strapped 
program. 

Only four of the 
10 board mem-
bers were in at-
tendance, so there 
was not enough 
members for a 
quorum. Howev-
er, the heads of several municipal-
ities were present to discuss fund-
ing, as well as several citizens who 
do not want the entity to dissolve.

Joyce Hansen, who was there 
from Algoma Township, noted 
that they are not going to run out 
of money until next year. “There’s 
still lots of things we haven’t 
tried,” she said.

The Cedar 
Springs Commu-
nity Summer Cel-
ebration events 
for June kick off 
this weekend 
with nine days of 
fun activities for 
families. 

This is the sec-
ond year that the 
Cedar Springs 
Area Chamber 
of Commerce is 
hosting the event, 
which is the first 
of the summer. 
There will also be activities in 
July and August.

“There’s over a dozen organi-
zations and at least eight busi-
nesses organizing, participating, 
and sponsoring the nine days of 
events,” said Perry Hopkins. “It 
takes a community to build a 
community., I am very happy to 
see so many businesses, organi-
zations, and volunteers coming 
together to grow our community.  
Cedar Springs is a great place to 
live, work, and play.” 

A myriad of events will be 

2019 Event
Guide

The Cedar Springs Community
Summer Celebrations is a week

long event put together in
conjunction with multiple

organizations within Cedar
Springs.

 
Like our Cedar Springs Summer

Celebrations page on Facebook for
event updates!

Saturday June 15th

Sunday June 16th
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CRISIS - continues on page 5

Trooper Timothy O’Neill memorial highway dedicated

Sen. Peter MacGregor, R-Rockford, and members of the Michigan State Police and family of fallen Michigan State 
Police Trooper Timothy O’Neill stand beneath signage marking the new Michigan State Trooper Timothy O’Neill 
Memorial Highway after a ceremony on Friday to dedicate the memorial highway named in O’Neill’s honor.

Senate Majority Floor Leader 
Peter MacGregor joined family, 
friends and colleagues of fallen 
Michigan State Police Trooper 
Timothy O’Neill at a ceremony 
on Friday to dedicate a memorial 
highway named in O’Neill’s hon-
or.

The dedication ceremony took 
place near one of the signs declar-
ing the portion of M-44 between 
Rogue River Road northeast to 
Belding Road as the “Michigan 
State Trooper Timothy O’Neill 
Memorial Highway.”

The event was hosted by 1st Lt. 
Chris McIntire, commander of 
the Michigan State Police post in 

Trooper Timothy O’Neill.

Sen. Peter MacGregor, R-Rockford, 
speaks at a ceremony on Friday to 
dedicate a memorial highway named 
in honor of fallen Michigan State Po-
lice Trooper Timothy O’Neill.

Rockford and was attended by nu-
merous members of both the state 
police and Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department.

“I am honored and humbled to 
help dedicate the new Michigan 

State Trooper Timothy O’Neill 
Memorial Highway,” said Mac-
Gregor, R-Rockford. “Trooper 
O’Neill served and gave his life 
for our community, and this high-
way will itself serve to remind 

Kent County residents of his sac-
rifice, each day.

“While this sign and this high-
way will stand in his memory, 
there is nothing that we can do 
to fully repay his sacrifice—it is 

but a small token of our appreci-
ation.”

O’Neill died in the line of duty 
on Sept. 20, 2017 in a motorcy-
cle crash while on patrol. O’Neill 
served out of the state police’s 
Rockford Post, which he joined 
in 2014 after graduating from the 
126th Trooper Recruit School.

MacGregor sponsored legis-
lation to formally designate the 
highway last year.

The Daddy/Daughter dance is a sell out each year for Parks and Rec. Photo from facebook.

Summer celebration 
kicks off this weekend

happening over the next week 
including Lifewalk, the Rota-
ry Cow Plop, Sidewalk sales, a 
dunk tank, concerts, food trucks, 
kickoff of the library’s summer 
reading program, a royal prin-
cess meet and greet and much 
more. 

Check out the ad on page 9 
to see what kinds of events are 
taking place and when, and fol-
low their Cedar Springs Summer 
Celebrations facebook page for 
event updates.

Hundreds of kids and adults take 
part in the various enrichment ac-
tivities offered each year through 
CSAPR. Events include a variety 
of classes and other events, in-
cluding bus trips (such as to the 
Detroit Tigers, and shopping trips 
to Chicago); Concerts in the Park 
during the summer on the third 
Thursday of the month; music les-

sons (ukelele, guitar); swimming 
lessons; art camp; Broadway boot 
camp; sports clinics and camps 
(football, wresting, volleyball, 
basketball, baseball tennis, soccer, 
etc); yoga; aerobics; zumba; twae 
kon do; origami; the ever popular 
daddy/daughter dance (which is a 
sellout each year); and the mother/

Parks and Rec program 
battles funding crisis 
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Celebrating summer Sand Lake: 150th Fourth 
of July celebration

Royal princesses graced Cedar Springs with their 
presence Tuesday during one of two family fun nights. 
Courtesy photo.

Cedar Springs City Manager 
Mike Womack gets dunked 
on a chilly Saturday during 
the Red Flannel Festival 
dunk tank and yard games. 
Courtesy photo.

By Judy Reed

There’s been a 
flurry of activity 
in downtown Ce-
dar Springs since 
the Cedar Springs 
Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s 
Community Sum-
mer Celebrations 
event kicked off 
last Saturday, June 
15, with sidewalk 
sales, a Red Flannel 
dunk tank and yard 
games, the annual 
Rotary cow plop, 
and more. Sunday 
there was wor-
ship in the Heart 
of Cedar Springs, 
and Monday was 

super busy with the kick-
off of the Cedar Springs 
Library summer reading 
program and all of its in-
dividual events, and City 
Impact Community Din-
ner. Tuesday was the first 
of two family fun nights in 
the heart of Cedar Springs, 
with a group of princesses, 
bounce houses and food 
trucks, and Wednesday 
was the second night, with 
music and food trucks. 

The 2019-2020 Miss Sand Lake Queen is Alexandra 
Walkwitz (center), and her court members are Chloe 
Coar (L) and Nikkita Coar (R). 

The Jr. Miss Sand Lake Queen is Stephanie 
Pierce (center), and her court members are Mor-
gan Williams (L) and Madelyn Ringler (R). 

Courtesy photo.

The title of Little Miss 
Firecracker went to 
Tayla Hamilton.

Courtesy photo.

Courtesy photo.

By Judy Reed

Sand Lake is getting ready to host 
its 150th Fourth of July celebration, 
and they chose new royalty Sunday 
evening at their pageant at the Sand 
Lake VFW Hall.

The 2019-2020 Miss Sand Lake 
Queen is Alexandra Walkwitz, and 
her court members are Chloe Coar 
and Nikkita Coar. The Jr. Miss Sand 
Lake Queen is Stephanie Pierce, 
and her court members are Morgan 
Williams and Madelyn Ringler. The 
title of Little Miss Firecracker went 
to Tayla Hamilton.

This group of Sand Lake royalty 
will be in the parade, along with 22 

former queens, all there to celebrate 
150 years. One of the queens is from 
1969—50 years ago.

 The celebration kicks off on Fri-
day, June 28, with a parade of lights 
at 9 p.m. to honor area firefighters, 
police, and other emergency re-
sponders. On Sunday, July 30, is the 
Sand Lake classic car and antique 
tractor show. The Midway opens 
July 3 and stays open through July 6. 
Other events include the Sand Lake 
Rodeo, the Grand Parade on July 
4 with fireworks finishing off the 
night, and kiddies day on Saturday, 
July 6. See pages 10-11 for a com-
plete schedule of events. 

 

Summer reading kicks off
By Judy Reed

Kids enjoyed petting the animals at the summer reading pro-
gram. Post photo by J. Reed.

Rufus works some Minecraft magic on one of the attendees at 
the library’s summer reading program. 

Photo by J. Reed.

A family enjoys their free ice cream at the summer reading pro-
gram. Post photo by J. Reed.

Summer can finally begin 
now that school’s out and 
the Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary’s summer reading pro-
gram, a Universe of Stories, 
officially kicked off Monday.

Activities were planned 
throughout the day to keep 

kids and families entertained 
after they filled out their reg-
istrations for this year’s pro-
gram. According to Librarian 
Donna Clark, they had 1,147 
registrations by the end of the 
day.

Kids enjoyed free pop-

corn, ice cream, a petting 
zoo, a 13-year-old ventrilo-
quist, and Rufus, the man on 
stilts who amazed everyone 
with his agility. Author Da-
vid Stricklen was also there 
promoting the library’s book 
club meeting with his new 

book. 
To download a complete 

listing of events happening 
during the summer reading 
program, visit their web-
site at http://cedarspringsli-
brary.org/news/2019-sum-
mer-reading-program/.

By Judy Reed

Since early on in Cedar 
Springs history, the proper-
ty at 43 W. Cherry (the NE 
corner of Cherry and Second 
Street) has been the site of 
a building that housed ei-
ther the Cedar Springs Fire 
Department, or the Cedar 
Springs Public Library, and 

sometimes both at the same 
time. 

On Tuesday morning, July 
30, the latest building to in-
habit the site (built in the 
early 1950s) was torn down 
to make way for the next 
step in the Fire Department’s 
history.

The property was the site 

Man 
arrested in 
homicide

A 30-year-
old Howard 
City man has 
been arrested 
for the death 
of a Coral man 
over the week-
end.

According to 
the Michigan 
State Police 
Lakeview Post, 

they responded to a home in the 16000 
block of McBride Road, in Maple Val-
ley Township, on Saturday, July 27, at 
11:02 p.m., where they found the victim 
unresponsive. Troopers performed CPR 
on the victim until relieved by EMS. 
After all attempts at resuscitation were 
exhausted, the victim was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

The victim, a 57-year-old man from 
Coral, identified as Ricky West, had 
been severely beaten and died from his 
injuries. 

On Sunday, July 28, police arrest-
ed Ryan Keith Griffee, 30, of Howard 
City, without incident, at his parents’ 
residence in Howard City. He was ar-
raigned Monday, July 29, in the 64B 
District Court on a charge of Open 
Murder and was given a $500,000 cash 
bond.  He is being held in the Montcalm 
County Jail.

The MSP was assisted at the scene by 
Montcalm EMS and Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch.
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Cedar Springs 
Library 
43 W. Cherry St. 

From the Cedar Springs Clipper: 

In 1936 plans were begun for a public library, the idea being promoted by Grace  Hamilton and Nina Babcock through the pages of 
the Clipper.  The Business Woman’s Club took it up as a project and a Library Association was formed.  Membership dues were 
twenty-five cents and, by obtaining 400 members, $100 was raised as a  nucleus.   

There was no building available for a library, so Grace and Nina offered two rooms in the Clipper office. (small annex on building 
above)  Individuals and organizations worked tirelessly to prepare these rooms.   The library had few, if any, books at the beginning 
but made use of the state plan that made 200 books available to the library every 90 days. A drive started to procure books as   
permanent property of the library. In 1941, the Clipper moved into the     
Morley building and the library once again was looking for a home. The   
Village Council gave its permission to use the old jail pictured here.  

“At the time the second floor of the fire barn housed the village bastille, and 
occasionally, vagrants were given lodging there, and sometimes   someone 
who had imbibed too freely was a (guest) while he sobered up.   There were 
three cell blocks in the jail. Supporters of the library  approached the Council 
about the use of the jail and the Council approved. “ 

On June 19, 1952, the Cedar Springs Clipper announced that the library 
moved into the Waters building on Cedar Creek.  The old fire barn would be 
torn down.   A new more modern building would be erected.   

Within a few years of this building going up the collection had grown to 
over 6000 books and was the pride of the community.  

First librarian Eola 
White and her 
daughter 

The interior of the new library  at that time can be seen in these pictures.  

Ryan Keith Griffee

Demolition signals 
beginning of a new era

Police seek armed robber

The Michigan State Po-
lice are searching for the 
suspect who robbed the Tr-
ufant Gas and Party Store 
Wednesday morning, July 
31.

According to the MSP 
Lakeview Post, Montcalm 
County Central Dispatch 

advised Troopers about 
9:20 a.m. that an armed 
robbery had occurred at the 
store on 1101 S. Kohler Rd, 
Trufant.

A witness described the 
suspect as a heavy-set white 
male wearing gray sweat-
pants, a dark colored hood-

ed sweatshirt, and wear-
ing a bandana as a mask. 
The man presented a black 
bolt-action hunting rifle 
with a scope and a green 
sling while demanding 
cash. He carried a light blue 
bag, which he used to take 
an undisclosed amount of 

cash.
The suspect was seen 

driving a black 2008-2012 
Chevrolet Silverado Z71 
full size pickup truck, with 
extended cab, no topper, 
“4x4” written on the side, 
chrome front bumper, plas-
tic missing from the top of 

the tailgate, and damage to 
the front right bumper. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact Mont-
calm Central Dispatch at 
(989) 831- 5253 or the MSP 
Lakeview Post at (989) 
352-8444.

The old library and one time fire department building at 43 
W. Cherry was torn down Tuesday. Post photo by J. Reed.

This photo shows the original firehouse on the site at 
43 W. Cherry, which was later shared with the library. 
Photo courtesy of the Cedar Springs Historical Society.

Softball camp
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A Grand Rapids 
woman was finally 
laid to rest Wednes-
day in a family plot 
in Elmwood Ceme-
tery after the City of 
Cedar Springs staff 
investigated and de-
termined the wom-
an should legally 
own the plots.

C o n t r o v e r s y 
erupted on social 
media last week 
after WOODTV 
aired a story saying 
that officials in Ce-
dar Springs would 
not allow Gracia 
Blanchard, 72, who 
recently died of a 
heart attack, to be 
buried in one of the family plots 
that her father had purchased in 
Elmwood Cemetery. Her long-
time fiance’, Ken Jager, was inter-
viewed by the TV station, and told 
the reporter that the City wouldn’t 
listen, that they were cold about it.

According to an email that 
Womack reportedly sent the sta-
tion, “they had insufficient evi-
dence to show ownership of the 
plot.” She did not have the deeds 
to the plots purchased by her fa-
ther. So the bottom line was that 
the City needed evidence that 
Gracia was the sole heir and own-
er of the plots, otherwise they 
would be burying her on someone 
else’s property.

The Post asked for comments on 
how Womack resolved the issue. 
He sent out a press release fol-
lowing the investigation he under-
took to determine whether Gracia 
was the sole heir to the plots. He 
would not comment specifically 
on her case due to privacy issues.

“This news report had multiple 

inaccuracies and did not provide 
the public with a fair, truthful or 
comprehensive account of the is-
sue,” he wrote. “The City of Cedar 
Springs staff must daily perform 
the operations of the City’s gov-
ernment while navigating com-
plex legal and ethical issues, big 
and small. Staff are guided in their 
actions by laws, rules and policies 
that are designed to prevent mis-
takes or unfairness in these gov-
ernment operations. It is the role 
of staff to follow rules and laws in 
all instances, not just when conve-
nient or easy. As part of these du-
ties, staff maintains the cemetery 
to the best of our abilities and we 
do so with the solemnity appropri-
ate to the final resting place of so 
many friends and families.

“Because of the sensitive and 
personal nature of death and buri-
al, the City government does not 
comment on individual circum-
stances regarding the cemetery 
and does not believe that the 
private affairs of individuals or 
families are appropriate for pub-

lic consumption–even if private 
individuals choose to make them 
public. The City will continue 
to act with decorum and privacy 
when addressing any issues with 
the cemetery, regardless of the ac-
tions of other parties.” (You can 
read the rest of his statement on 
page 5).

The Post then filed a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request 
for documents related to the case 
to follow how it was resolved. At 
least two documents listed Gracia 
as the daughter of Wells and Vir-
ginia Blanchard. There was no 
will from her parents, but there 
was an Affidavit of Death and 
Heirship that shows that her par-
ents died intestate and that Gracia 
was the sole and only heir. 

City Councilor Pam Conley also 
stated on social media that they 
have a signed statement from a 
first cousin who attested that Gra-
cia was her parents’ sole heir, and 
that the intention was that she be 
buried in a plot next to her parents.
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Teen killed 
in fiery 
crash

Solon ordinance stands; Tri County 
passes bond issue

Reece Anthony Nice

One person died and another was in-
jured in a crash in Montcalm County 
last Saturday.

According to the Montcalm Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, they responded to 
the report of a vehicle fire on Saturday, 
August 3, at approximately 5:05 p.m., 
on W Lake Montcalm Rd near N Amy 
School Rd. The investigation revealed 
a 1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee occupied 
by an 18-year old male and an 18-year-
old female, both from Howard City, 
was traveling west on W Lake Mont-
calm Rd when it began to drive slight-
ly off the north side of the road. The 
driver over-corrected, crossed back 
over the road and ran off the south side 
where it struck a tree. Upon coming to 
a rest, the vehicle caught on fire. 

The passenger was able to escape the 
vehicle and was transported by ambu-
lance to the hospital. The 18-year-old 
driver, Reece Anthony Nice, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. The crash 
remains under investigation. 

The Sheriff’s Office was assisted at 
the scene by Montcalm County EMS, 
Howard City Fire Department, and 
The Road Commission for Montcalm 
County.

Two hotly contested issues both 
got t he green light from voters 

at the polls Tuesday.
In Solon Township, or-

dinance 19-2-Z, which 
was passed by the town-
ship board in March, 
was upheld by the vot-
ers by a vote of 681 
YES to 251 NO. The 
ordinance states that “if 

property is to be divid-
ed into new lots that will 

be smaller than one acre in 

size, or if a newly platted subdivi-
sion (or condominium unit equiv-
alent) is created in which proposed 
lots would be one acre or less in size, 
then those small lots must be served 
by public or community water and 
sewer supply systems.”

Ordinances are not usually put 
on the ballot, but John Bitely with 
Sable Homes, and Gary Johnson, 
of Solon Township, have presented 
plans for a new development with 
less than one acre lots and wanted 
the residents to vote the ordinance 

down. Just a little over 20 percent of 
the voters turned out to vote.

After several tries, Tri County fi-
nally passed a bond proposal with 
no added taxes. The difference in the 
vote, however, was quite small—
only 37 votes.  It passed with 1,388 
YES votes to 1,351 NO votes. The 
new bond will allow them to build 
a new elementary school so that all 
the schools are on one campus and 
will include other upgrades as well. 
Similar proposals in November and 
May were both defeated.

Woman buried after 
controversy resolved
By Judy Reed

Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

Seven families lost their home 
when a fire consumed the apartment 
complex at 323 Oak Ct. in Cedar 
Springs on Tuesday.

“I’ve lost everything,” remarked 
Kathy Lazar, as she watched the 
building at Red Flannel Acres be-
ing consumed by flames. She didn’t 
know what she was going to do. She 
is normally on oxygen, but had left 
it behind, along with other medical 
supplies, such as her nebulizer she 
uses for breathing treatments, when 
someone knocked on the door of her 

bottom floor apartment and told her 
she needed to get out.

Until that moment, she didn’t know 
the building was on fire. “I could 
smell smoke in the hallway after I 
opened the door,” she said.

According to Cedar Springs Fire 
Chief Marty Fraser, the call came in 
at 4:31 p.m. that there was smoke 
in the building, and the second tone 
said that there were flames showing 
through the roof. 

Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, and So-
lon Fire Departments were on scene, 
and they called for Sparta’s aerial 
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Agencies reach out to 
families displaced by fire

Tips for parents

BACK TO SCHOOL - page 8

Singer/songwriter Porter Kenyon, 
17, of Nelson Township, is releasing 
his debut EP this Friday titled “Things 
I shouldn’t have said,” starting with 
the first single of the same title. 

Kenyon, a senior and varsity soccer 
player for Cedar Springs High School, 
started playing piano at age eight, 
and early on enjoyed practicing daily. 
However, after four years, he negotiat-
ed with his parents, Adam and Alisha 
Kenyon, to let him stop taking private 
lessons so that he could instead con-
tinue studying piano independently, 
in order to focus on his love of pop 
music, as opposed to the traditional 
song-book-exercise pieces typically 
geared at piano students. 

After his last formal lesson he began 
practicing for hours daily learning the 
challenging pieces of his favorite art-
ists like Ben Folds, Billy Joel, Cold-
play, Fun, and Twenty-One Pilots. 
Then he soon graduated to composing 

his own original piano pieces. 
He joined the school band as a per-

cussionist in 6th grade and while he 
enjoyed percussion itself, he discov-
ered that band class often resulted in 
waiting, rather than rehearsing, when-
ever the instructor needed to work 

with other students. Kenyon grew ea-
ger to spend his elective time practic-
ing so after two years of band, he opt-
ed out but continued, now with a more 
developed sense of timing, to practice 
extensively at the piano. 

Cigarette caused apartment fire
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building and out the roof, 
with smoke past my build-
ing when they saw it.”

Chief Fraser was grateful 
they acted so quickly. “To 
whomever alerted the res-
idents, we thank you. You 
did a good thing,” he said.

Cedar Springs, Sand 
Lake, and Solon Fire De-
partments were all on scene, 
and they called for Sparta’s 
aerial truck to help douse 
the flames of the two-story 

building. Courtland was on 
standby to take any Cedar 
Springs calls while they 
were busy fighting the fire. 
The Cedar Springs DPW 
helped direct traffic.

Out of the eight apart-
ments, one was vacant. Ev-
eryone that was home at the 
time got out safely. Three 
cats were also recovered 
from two different apart-
ments. They were wet but 
alive.

City Impact has been 
working with the displaced 
residents. Area churches, 
community members, and 
other local organizations 
such as North Kent Connect 
and Lean on Me Outreach 
partnered with them to try 
to make sure the residents’ 
needs are met. If you have 
questions on what might 
still be needed, please call 
City Impact at (616) 843-
2438.

The state fire marshal confirmed that a discarded cigarette on the balcony was the cause of this 
fire at Red Flannel Acres last week. 

Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A discarded cigarette on 
an upper balcony reportedly 
started the fire that occurred 
last week at Red Flannel 
Acres apartment complex 
and left seven families 
homeless.

The fire occurred at 323 
Oak Ct. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 13. Cedar Springs Fire 
Chief Marty Fraser called 
in the state fire marshal to 
investigate the cause, and 
he came to the scene on Au-
gust 15. 

“He confirmed what I 

suspected happened,” said 
Fraser, “that it was an acci-
dental fire caused by a dis-
carded cigarette.”

The 911 call came in at 
4:31 p.m. that there was 
smoke in the building, and 
the second tone said there 
were flames through the 
roof. According to Jackie 
Gage, who lives in the com-
plex next door at 349 Oak 
Ct., it was her daughter, 
Jennifer Haugen who called 
911, and her friend, Eddie 
Molero, who helped her get 
people out.

“If (she) hadn’t of called 

in when she did and 
went to help people 
get out and the guy 
hadn’t of ran through 
the smoke banging 
on doors, the people 
might not have es-
caped safely,” she told 
the Post. “Eddie even 
tried to put out the fire 
with a fire extinquish-
er as the women’s 
apartment was on fire 
in the living room and 
she didn’t even know 
it. The fire was already 
outside the building, 
coming towards my 

OUTDOORS - page 9

Every kid needs 
this test 
Experts say that parents 
should prioritize a visit to 
the eye doctor this back-
to-school season...

BACK 2 SCHOOL - page 11

Local teen to release EP
It will be the first EP for the 17-year-old recording artist 

Porter Kenyon to release EP Friday. Courtesy photo.

Porter Kenyon and friends at the Kent Theater while filming the video for “Things I 
shouldn’t have said.”

Four fire departments fought this fire at Red Flannel Acres last week, which left seven families 
homeless. 

Post photo by L. Allen.

The UP’s first 
state park
In the land of the Ojibwa,  
land was purchased for 
the creation of Baraga 
State Park in the 1920s...
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Sand Lake man
charged in 
armed robberies
He was charged 
with robberies 
in Pierson and 
Trufant

Helpstock 2019 raises donations for 
outreach centers
By Judy Reed

Ready for some Red Hawk football?
Last fall the Red Hawks were OK-White Champions

There was no stopping the Red Hawks last season, as they blazed a trail all the way to the regionals. In the game shown in 
the photo above, the Red Hawks gained almost 400  yards on the ground against Caledonia. Photo by Rob LaLone.

By Judy Reed

Another exciting year of Red Hawk football is 
about to begin and you won’t want to miss it. It 
starts tonight, Thursday, August 29, at Red Hawk 
Stadium, with a rematch against the only team to 
snatch victory from the Red Hawks during the reg-
ular season last year—Saginaw Swan Valley, who 
was also last year’s opening game.

After the loss to Saginaw Swan Valley (who made 
it to the District 5 semifinals last fall) the Red Hawks 
went on to win 10 straight games—including their 
first ever OK-White Championship and two playoff 
games. They became District Champs, defeating a 
previously undefeated Mount Pleasant for the title, 
and ended the season with a 10-2 record. They only 
allowed 95 points during the regular season, and 55 
during the post season, with their regional finals loss 
(18-34) to the Muskegon Big Reds making up the 
bulk of that. 

The Red Hawks will face the same non-confer-
ence and conference teams this year: Saginaw Swan 
Valley, Caledonia, Northview, Greenville, Allen-
dale, Forest Hills Central, Lowell, Ottawa Hills, and 
Forest Hills Northern. 

Come on out tonight and support your Red Hawks! 
See spirit themes for all the games on page 8.

Helpstock 2019 was held to raise donations for the local outreach centers. 

Nick Gnass, of the band Gim-
mick, playing guitar at Help-
stock 2019.

Photo by Macie Huntoon.

Photo by Macie Huntoon.

Sometimes our young 
adults have the best ideas. 

That was the case last 
weekend, when the event 
Helpstock 2019 was held in 
the Heart of Cedar Springs 
Saturday afternoon and 
evening. Eight bands per-
formed—seven from Grand 
Rapids and one from 
Cedar Springs. 
People were 
charged $2 for the 
event and asked to 
bring donations for 

local outreach centers. 
“The event went very 

well,” said Gabe Park, a 
senior at Cedar Springs 
High School this year, who 
came up with the idea for 
the event. “All of the sound 
ran nicely and we were able 
to raise over $600 and get a 
bunch of donations for the 
shelters.”

The outreach cen-
ters they were 

helping included North 
Kent Connect, Alpha Fam-
ily Center of Cedar Springs, 
and Lean on Me Outreach.

Park said he came up with 
the idea after seeing some 
local bands play. “I was 
thinking it would be awe-
some to give them some 
recognition and also help 
people in need at the same 
time,” he explained. 

Park then got some 
friends on board to help 
with the event. “I brought 
up the idea to my friend, 
Brenton Evans, who went 
to Ferris State University 
at the time and had done 

A Sand Lake man has 
been charged with the 
armed robberies of both 
the Pierson Trading Post in 
2018 and the Trufant Party 
Store earlier this summer.

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police Lakev-
iew Post arrested Joshua 
Webster, 28, on Monday, 
August 26, after execut-
ing a search warrant at his 
residence in Maple Valley 
Township. He was arrested 
on two charges of Armed 
Robbery and lodged at the 
Montcalm County Jail.

Troopers began the in-
vestigation on April 12, 
2018 when a white male 
entered the Pierson Trad-
ing Post on Federal Rd 
in Pierson and demanded 
money while armed with 
a long gun. He fled in a 
dark colored Chevrolet ex-
tend cab pickup truck with 
an undisclosed amount of 
money. 

On July 31, 2019, the 

same suspect allegedly 
entered the Trufant Party 
Store with a long gun and 
demanded money from 
that clerk. He also fled the 
scene in a Chevrolet ex-
tended cab truck. The vehi-
cle was identified as a 2008 
Chevrolet extended cab 
Silverado LT pickup truck. 
Police conducted an exten-
sive search and identified 
the vehicle as Webster’s. 
When the search warrant 
was conducted, officers 
seized the gun and clothing 
that was used in the Tru-
fant robbery. 

The Central Michigan 
Enforcement Team assist-
ed with the investigation.

Joshua Webster
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Tuesday, October 15
District Office 
3rd Floor Board Room
9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.

Public Information Forums
Get information and answers to your questions about the

Bond Proposal on the November 5, 2019 ballot.

Beach Elementary
Building Tour 6:30 p.m.
Meeting in Cafeteria  7:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 17
District Office 
3rd Floor Board Room
9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.

Beach Elementary
Building Tour 6:30 p.m.
Meeting in Cafeteria  7:00 p.m.

Get questions answered 
on school bond proposal

Sun shines on Red Flannel Festival
By Judy Reed

Some city streets to be 
repaved

Do you have questions 
you’d like answered or 
points you’d like clarified 
on the Cedar Springs Public 
School bond proposal? You 
will be voting on it on No-
vember 5, so now is a good 
time to get some answers!

They will be holding pub-
lic forums Tuesday, October 
15 and Thursday, October 
17. There will be held both 
days at 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
in the 3rd floor boardroom 
at District Office (Hilltop), 
and at Beach Elementary in 
the evening, with a build-
ing tour at 6:30 p.m. and a 
meeting in the cafeteria at 
7 p.m.

There will be major ren-
ovations at Beach Elemen-
tary, with plans for a new 

academic wing that will tie 
into the current cafeteria 
and gymnasium. The origi-
nal academic wing was con-
structed in 1964.

There are plans for up-
grades and repairs at all the 
elementary and secondary 
buildings, along with con-
struction of a new 8th/9th 
grade building on the high 
school campus, which Supt. 
Scott Smith said would 
eliminate the need to build 
additional classrooms and 
to increase the size of the 
food service area at the 
High School. It also pro-
vides needed space to add 
new career/college readi-
ness programs for students 
in grades 8 through 12.”  

Voters will be asked 

to approve a tax levy of 
7.9 mills over the next 18 
years. If the bond propos-
al is approved by voters, it 
will provide $81,150,000 
for district-wide improve-
ments. The owner of a 
home with a market value 
of $150,000 would receive 
a tax increase of approxi-
mately $70 per year. 

The bond proposal was 
put together with input 
from parents, community, 
and staff.

To read up on all the de-
tails, go to csredhawks.
org and click on bond 
information. Then at-
tend one of the public 
forums next week to get 
your questions answered. 

By Judy Reed

At least three streets in 
the City of Cedar Springs 
will see repaving this fall. 

According to City Man-
ager Mike Womack, the 
city has allotted $200,000 
toward road paving, and 
currently has plans to do 
S. First Street between E. 
Cherry and E. Muskegon 
Street; East Maple Street 
between N. First and N. 
Park St.; and Ann St. be-

tween E. Beech and E. 
Muskegon St. They may 
also have enough money to 
do one block of S. Second 
Street between Church St. 
and W. Muskegon St.

The plan is to “mill and 
fill.” They will scrape off 
the old asphalt and put 
down new. “It’s a quick pro-
cess. Maybe one day with a 
huge machine to scrape, and 
maybe another day or half a 
day to pave,” said Womack. 
He added that they would 

try to minimize the impact 
on anyone living on the 
road they are working on.

Womack explained that 
the decision on which roads 
to pave was made by the 
City Engineer, based on 
several factors, includ-
ing what kind of shape the 
roads are in, how traffic 
travels the road, and how to 
get the most repairs in with 
the money they have.

Paving could begin as 
early as the end of the week.

Keep the POST coming... #shopthepost

It was a beautiful day for 
the 80th Red Flannel Festi-
val last Saturday, October 
5. Temps in the high 50s, 
low 60s, just cool enough 
for a light jacket, and the 
rain stayed away until the 
evening hours. Nancy Dey-
man, president of the Red 
Flannel Festival, estimated 
approximately 30,000 peo-
ple attended the festivities, 
and she could be right—
the streets and events were 
packed! We hope you en-
joyed yourself, and by the 
looks of some of the photos 
you posted to our Facebook 
page, we think you did! We 
tried to use as many photos 
as we could in this week’s 
paper. We apologize if we 
didn’t use yours, but we 
just couldn’t fit them all 
in! Thank you for posting 
them for us. On this page, 
and pages in our Red Flan-
nel section, you will see 
photos taken by you—the 
public—as well as some 
taken by our staff. Take a 
look at how much fun ev-
eryone had! Post photos by J. Reed.
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Equestrian team takes 
8th at State

Man charged in gun 
thefts
By Judy Reed

A Grand Rapids man currently held in the 
Kent County jail on armed robbery charges 
was indicted last week on federal charges 
related to the thefts of 89 guns from the Cedar 
Springs Family Farm and Home in November 
2017.

Charles Edward Skipp, 39, is charged in 
United States District Court, Western District 
of Michigan, Southern Division with one 
count of felon in possession of a firearms, 
which is not more than 10 years in prison and/
or a $250,000 fine; and one count of stealing 
firearms from a licensed firearm dealer and 
aiding and abetting stealing firearms from a 
licensed firearms dealer, which is not more 
than five years in prison and/or a $250,000 
fine.

The guns were stolen from Family Farm Home on 17 Mile Rd either late 
November 3 or in the early morning hours of November 4. Police responded to the 
break-in at the store about 7:30 a.m. after management discovered the guns were 
missing.

Skipp’s current case in Grand Rapids also stems from an armed robbery on 
August 26 involving drugs and/or guns. His bond was set at $500,000 for that case 
and he’s awaiting trial. 

Police seek armed 
robbery suspect
By Judy Reed

Top row (L to R): Carly Dunham,Paige Oosting, Melana Kettler, Taryn Troupe, Gloria Alverez, 
Chloe Myers, Grace Pavelka, Sam Waite, Morgan Chaffin, Emily Eagan and Casey Fiske. 
Courtesy photo.

Congratulations to the 2019 Ce-
dar Springs Equestrian team, who 
for the first time in over a decade, 
had an opportunity to compete in 
the state finals last weekend and 
finished in the top 10.

The team ended their season with 
an 8th place finish in Division B 
at the State Finals held this past 
weekend in Midland, Michigan.

The team competed at three dis-

trict meets at the beginning of Sep-
tember, which earned them the title 
of Reserve District Champions and 
advanced the team to regionals. Re-
gionals was a three day competition 
held the last weekend of September 
in Mason, Mich. 

“The weather was not favorable 
and the team struggled to find 
their groove but the girls were de-
termined,” said Coach Katie Van-

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is searching for the suspect that robbed 
the Chase Bank in Cedar Springs Wednesday evening, October 16. 

The robbery occurred at the bank at 7 S. Main Street, shortly before 6 
p.m. The suspect was armed with a handgun and fled the scene on foot 
with an undisclosed amount of money. 

The suspect was described as dark-skinned, possibly African-American. 
Dispatch gave a description that said he could’ve been in his teens or early 
20s.

A K9 was brought in, but they did not find the suspect.
Anyone with information is encouraged to call the Kent County Sher-

iff’s Office Detective Bureau at 616-632-6125 or Silent Observer at 616-
774-2345. 

Chase Bank was also robbed in August 2015. 

A K9 was called in to track the suspect but did not find him. Post photo by J. Reed.

Charles Edward Skipp

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Click It or Ticket Halloween Football Business
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Kent County Sheriff’s Deputies staged at the back of the Chase Bank building so as not to de-
stroy the suspect’s track for the K9. Post photo by J. Reed.

A 24-year-
old Cedar 
Springs man 
died early 
Wednesday 
in a sin-
gle vehicle 
crash on 
US131.

According 
to Michigan 
State Po-
lice, troop-
ers from the 
R o c k f o r d 
Post are in-
vestigating the crash that occurred 
about 3:30 a.m. on northbound 
US131, north of 14 Mile Rd in Algo-
ma Township. They said the 24-year-
old man from Cedar Springs was 
traveling north when he lost control 
of his pickup truck, and ran off the 
road and into the median, where he 
hit several trees.

AeroMed flew the driver, who was 
the only occupant of the vehicle, 
from the scene to Spectrum-Butter-
worth Hospital in Grand Rapids due 

The course conditions 
were not ideal and neither 
was the weather for racing 
but that did not stop the 
Cedar Springs boys cross 
country team from bringing 
home their second consec-
utive OK White Confer-
ence championship. The 
team finished first out of six 

teams scoring 35 points at 
the OK White Conference 
meet at Riverside Park last 
Wednesday, October 16.

Scoring for the Red 
Hawks was Corey Bowers 
who placed 1st (16:27), 
Daniel Vermulm 6th 
(17:01), Jaydon Moleski 
8th (17:03), Dilan Sargent 

9th (17:06), and Gavin Bra-
ciak placing 11th (17:10) 
.  Rounding out the varsity 
squad were Austin Mann 
19th (17:31) and Gabe 
White 32nd (17:59) with 
Carter Moleski right behind 
in the 34th spot (18:01). In-
dividuals earning All Con-
ference included Bowers, 

Vermulm, Moleski, and 
Sargent with Braciak earn-
ing All Conference honor-
able mention. 

 “One of this team’s big-
gest strengths is their grit 
and competitiveness,” said 
Coach Justin Jones. “The 
weather was cold, rainy, and 
windy and the course was 

very muddy.  We weathered 
the storm and came away 
with another OK White 
Conference Championship 
trophy to bring home to Ce-
dar Springs.” 

 The JV boys finished out 
their season strong at the 
Late Season Warrior Invite 
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The City of Cedar Springs 
wants to hear what citizens 
have to say about whether 
to allow marijuana busi-
nesses in the city, and if they 
do, what type of businesses 
they would like to see. Citi-
zens can give their input at a 
public forum/conversation 

in the Cedar Springs Public 
Library’s community room 
Friday, November 15, from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

“As I stated following the 
City’s decision to opt-out in 
November 2018, the City 
Council is reexamining 
their position on allowing 

marijuana businesses now 
that the State of Michigan 
has released their rules gov-
erning the businesses,” ex-
plained Cedar Springs City 
Manager Mike Womack.

The Village of Sand Lake 
rescinded their ordinance on 
medical marijuana earlier this 

City to hold public forum on 
marijuana businesses
November 15 5:30-6:30 p.m. at CS Public Library

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE OK White conference champions!

The Cedar Springs boys cross country are OK White champs two years in a row

The OK White Cross Country Conference Champions. Courtesy photo.

marijuana dispensaries in the 
village. 

“After much discussion, 
research and deliberation, 
the Village passed a new or-
d i n a n c e allowing a 

dispensa-
ry,” explained 

Sand Lake 
Village President 

Tracy Quinlan. “We 
will allow up to 

two dispen-
saries that 

need to be part of a 
franchise.”

Muskegon also passed 
an ordinance allowing dis-
pensaries, microbusinesses, 
and special pot events earli-
er this month.

Grand Rapids passed an 
ordinance allowing them 
earlier this year.

The purpose of the public 
forum is to discuss the rec-
reational marijuana law and 
also ask for public input on 
some of the questions that 
the City Council members 
are considering. Womack 

w e e k , 
and approved 
an ordinance 
allowing up to two    MARIJUANA- continues on page 12

Man killed in crashPolice release photos 
of suspect

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
has released surveillance photos 
of the suspect in the Chase Bank 
robbery that happened last week 
Wednesday, October 16, at 7 S. Main 
St. The suspect is described as dark-
skinned, possibly African American. 
If you have any info, please contact 
the Kent County Sheriff’s Office De-
tective Bureau at 616-632-6125 or 
Silent Observer at 616-774-2345.

to his serious injuries. He later died 
at the hospital.  

The incident remains under inves-
tigation. Alcohol is believed to be a 
factor in the crash.

The State Police were assisted on 
scene by the Kent County Sheriff 
Department, and Algoma Township 
Fire Department. 

The name of the victim had not yet 
been released at press time pending 
notification of the family.

10th year of 
Gilda’s Laughfest
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OK-White Conference Champs!

Your 2019 OK-White Conference varsity football champions. Photo by Justin Harnden. 

For the second year in 
a row, the Cedar Springs 
Varsity Football team has 

landed atop the OK-White 
as conference champions! 
They went 6-0 in confer-

ence, and were 8-1 overall 
in the regular season. Their 
only loss was to Caledonia. 

They clinched sole posses-
sion of the title last Friday 
night, when they defeated 

Forest Hills Northern, 42-0. 
To read about the game, and 
what’s coming up for this 

Friday’s playoff game, turn 
to page 8..

Pumpkin giveaway 2019
It was an awesome fall day last Sat-

urday, October 26, for the Green Fam-
ily & Friends 2019 Pumpkin Give-
away, jointly cohosted with the Cedar 
Springs Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Kids had a blast at the Halloween 
event held in Morley Park, where 
they received a wristband for a free 
pumpkin, five tickets to play carnival 
games, and a bag for all the candy and 
prizes they won playing.

Families enjoyed free hot dogs, 
homemade cupcakes, cotton candy, 
balloon animals, lots of candy and 
had a lot of fun playing the carnival 
games. The kids also could enter the 
costume contest, with even more priz-
es.

Cordell Green estimated 800-1,000 
people attended the festivities.

A big thank you goes out to all those 
who volunteered their time, treats, 
and financial donations to make it 
such a wonderful event!Kids having fun at the 2019 Pumpkin Giveaway last Saturday. Post 

photo by J. Reed.

Even the littlest kids wore a cos-
tume. Post photo by J. Reed.

 Kids picked a free pumpkin out of the graveyard. Post photo by J. Reed.

School bond 
proposal 
questions 
answered
By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs 
Public Schools 
is coming to the 
community for 
approval of a 
ballot proposal 
on November 
5 that would 
see improve-
ments made 
district-wide, 
i n c l u d i n g 
renovations 
and new 
construction. 
There has 
been a lot of 
talk about 
it on social 
media, and 
there have 
been some 
letters in our 
paper expressing a viewpoint and/
or asking questions. But not all the information 
shared has been completely accurate, and so we 
went after some answers.

There is an article on page 3 from the school 
that goes into much more detail and explains 
why some of the info you’ve heard or seen print-
ed may not be accurate.

“My job is not to persuade people to vote yes,” 
said Superintendent Scott Smith. “My job is to 
give people the information they need to make 

TIME CHANGE
See page 3

ans sooner rather than mak-
ing them wait years. He said 
their Post can help veterans 
with their claims to get the 

benefits they need. All 
they have to do is ask for 
help.

By Sue Wolfe

A beautiful new sculp-
ture has landed in the 
Heart of Cedar Springs 
and the artist who creat-
ed it will be familiar to 
many.

“Love what you do and 
you will never work a 
day in your life” is local 
artist Steve Anderson’s 
motto as he celebrates 
44 years of living by and 
through his “God-given 
gift” of sculpting. An-
derson’s stainless-steel 
sculpture of a blue her-
on, standing nine feet 
tall with a six foot wing 
span and titled “Ascen-
sion,” was recently set 
in place in the northwest 
area within the Heart of 
Cedar Springs park along 
Cedar Creek between the 
new community library 
and amphitheater.  This 
is the second piece of 
Anderson’s abstract, na-
ture-based work in the 
park. It joins his earli-
er piece titled “Dragons Flight” featuring 
three dragonflies in motion. Both sculp-
tures are done using the 316L alloy that has 
superior anti-rust qualities and beautifully 
retains its shine.

Anonymous community philanthropists 
and lovers of art commissioned both pieces. 
They said their dream is for our commu-
nity to have its own sculpture park where 
people of all ages could enjoy the outdoors 
while appreciating their interaction with the 

sculptures. Hopefully, some will be inspired 
to a higher level of artistic appreciation and 
new possibilities.

Local artist Alice Powell-Anderson, (not 
related to Steve Anderson) was one present 
for the recent dedication of the sculptures. 
“Both of Anderson’s pieces fit very well 
along the pond and creek and are nicely 
done,” she said.

Mayor Gerald Hall, on behalf of the City 
of Cedar Springs, expressed his gratitude to 

By Judy Reed

It’s back to the draw-
ing board for Cedar 
Springs Public Schools 
after citizens in the school 
district voted down an 
$81,150,000 bond proposal 
Tuesday.

Many voters seem felt it was too much mon-
ey and they couldn’t afford any higher taxes. Others called for a 
less expensive plan. And others had misconceptions about how 
accountable the school would be to do what they said they were 
going to do with the money.

The proposal was defeated by a vote of 1935 NO to 1502 YES. 
It was defeated in every precinct except one—Courtland precinct 
2—and there it passed by only 17 votes.

Out of 19,432 registered voters in the school district, only 
3,441 voted—an overall turnout of 17.71 percent. Some precincts 
turned out in higher numbers: About 39 percent of voters between 
the two precincts in Nelson Township voted; 36 percent of Solon 
residents voted between their two precincts; 30.52 percent of Al-
goma voters turned out; 23 percent of Courtland voters went to 
the polls; 21 percent of Spencer registered voters came out; 19 
percent of City of Cedar Springs voters voted; and 14 percent of 
Oakfield voters turned out.

The Board of Education issued a statement to us after the results 
came in Tuesday evening. “On behalf of the Board of Education, 
we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our families and neigh-
bors who voted in this election.  We will review the data gathered 
throughout the election cycle and set a course of action moving 
forward. Our top priority is to provide all of our students an ed-
ucational experience that allows them to thrive.  Facilities play a 
critical role in shaping our students’ school experience. The next 
stage of this important work begins tomorrow morning.”  

Other schools in the area, including Grant and Kent City, 
passed their bond proposals (17,000,000 and 21,000,000) and 
Sparta passed the renewal of their sinking fund. Grandville Public 
Schools passed two bond proposals—one for 94,000,000 and one 
for 29,000,000.

In other election news, Cedar Springs City Councilor Molly 
Nixon was reelected to her position. She ran unopposed and re-
ceived 359 votes, and 17 votes were write-ins. 

P    STThe
Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Vol. XXXII   No. 45  Thursday, November 7, 2019
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

Post travels

NEWS - pg 2

 VETERANS- continues on page 4

Wanted man

NEWS - pg 3

Steve Anderson and his new sculpture of a blue heron.  Courtesy 
photo. 
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American Legion post honored to help veterans

American Legion Glen Hill Post #287 is on a mission to help 
veterans. Post file photo.
Glen Hill Post #287 is named after Glen Hill, a young corpo-
ral from Cedar Springs killed in action during World War I. 
Photo courtesy of the Cedar Springs Historical Museum.

By Judy Reed

If a veteran or their fam-
ily needs help, there is one 
place they can count on to 
give them some help—their 
local American Legion 
post. And the American 
Legion post here in Cedar 
Springs is no exception.

The post is named after 
Glen Hill, a young man 
from Cedar Springs draft-
ed into World War I in 
1917. He participated in 
the battles of Champagne, 
Aisne, Saint Mihiel and the 
Meuse-Argonne. After be-
ing decorated twice for gal-
lantry in action, Corporal 
Glen Hill died of wounds 
received in battle in the Ar-
gonne Forest in France, on 
October 19, 1918. (Some 
sources say October 17.) He 
was 25 years old, and was 
laid to rest in Solon Ceme-
tery.

Glen Hill Post #287 re-
ceived their temporary 
charter in June of 1920, fol-
lowed by their permanent 

charter in August 1921. And 
they’ve been helping veter-
ans ever since.

“We are a veterans or-
ganization and our main 
goal is to help veterans,” 
explained Post #287 Com-
mander Skipper Townes. 
“We lobby Congress for a 
better budget for active and 
inactive personnel; lobby 
for better conditions in VA 
hospitals; more recognition 
for vets, and try to get more 
help for those with PTSD 
(post traumatic stress dis-
order). They never really 
looked at it during previous 
wars. Guys would come 
home and commit suicide. 
We want more help for 
them.”

He also noted that they try 
to get more adequate wages 
for those serving. “Privates 
live under the poverty level. 
They would lose money if 
they tried to get food bene-
fits,” he explained.

Townes said one of the 
things they’ve tried to do is 
to get the VA to treat Veter-
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Year in Review 2019



School snow days
By Scott B. Smith, Superintendent Cedar Springs Public Schools
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Ice storm coats roads, causes power outages

Suspect 
caught after 
fleeing 
traffic stop
By Judy Reed

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office Cedar 
Springs unit assisted the Rockford Depart-
ment of Public Safety in the effort to catch 
a fleeing suspect Tuesday afternoon.

The suspect, a 23-year-old Howard City 
man, was pulled over for a traffic stop in 
Rockford about 5 a.m. Tuesday morning. 
After a brief struggle with an officer, he 
fled on foot.

Both Rockford officers and Sheriff’s 
deputies were searching for him in the City 
of Cedar Springs when they located him 
walking on Oak Street near First on Tues-
day morning.

He fled on foot, running through yards, 
but there were five officers in the area and 
they apprehended him near Beech and Park 
Street between 9:30 and 10 a.m.

According to the Rockford PD, the man 
was due to be arraigned on Wednesday, and 
neither his name nor the charges he was be-
ing arraigned on had been released yet.

 

Recent snow days forced district to 
add May 24 as a make up day

Michigan is indeed living up to its rep-
utation of being a winter wonderland. The 
weather last week put a significant damp-
er on virtually all aspects of our District’s 
programming. Thank you for your patience 
and flexibility as decisions to close school 
and cancel after-school programs were 
made.  Please know that decisions to close 
or delay the start of school are taken very 
seriously. 

Our primary consideration when making 
the decision to close, or delay the start of, 
school is for the safety of our students and 
staff. We are also mindful of the timing of 
the decision and want to make the call as 
early as possible for two reasons. First, we 
have students who leave the house as early 
as 5:30 a.m. to make connections with bus-
ses that take them to the Kent County Tech-
nical Center. Second, we want to give our 
families as much time as possible to make 
alternate arrangements for childcare. The 
challenge we face on some mornings is that 
conditions can change dramatically from 
4:00 a.m., when we start checking roads, 
and 5:30 a.m. when we hope to have a de-
cision made. To be clear, our decision-mak-
ing process regarding school closings or 

delays is driven by 
three guiding prin-
ciples: 

• We put the safe-
ty of our students 
and staff above all 
else

• We want to 
have school if at all possible

• We want to make the decision as early 
as possible

Cedar Springs Public Schools is required 
by law to have at least 172 days for the 
2018-19 school year. Recognizing that at 
times the weather impacts our ability to 
safely have school, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) allows districts 
to close school up to six times per year for 
conditions that affect student safety. As of 
February 1, we had canceled school 9 times 
due to weather-related conditions and ex-
ceeded our allotted number of closings by 
three days. The State allows districts to 
apply for a waiver for an additional three 
closings. We submitted the application for 
our waiver early last week. Assuming that 
our request is approved, we will have ex-
hausted our allotment of permissible days 

The Post asked for your ice storm photos on Facebook, and these are just a few of the great photos submitted. 

By Judy Reed

Residents in Cedar Springs 
and across the state of Michi-
gan woke Wednesday morning 

to a landscape of shimmering ice 
coating trees, grass, vehicles and 
roads, after a storm of freezing 
rain, snow, sleet, and ice pellets 
passed through Tuesday evening/

Wednesday morning.
Almost 40,000 Consumers En-

ergy customers in Michigan lost 
power. Kent County was one of 
the hardest hit, after getting over 

3/10 of an inch of ice. We are ex-
pected to get another light glazing 
of ice Wednesday night.

Photo by Evelyn Avery

for the 2018/19 school year as of last week.
When future closings occur, as happened 

Wednesday, we will make adjustments to 
our calendar to meet the State’s days and 
hours requirements. Our options include 
having school on the following days:

May 24, June 7, June 10, June 11, June 
12, and June 13

To make up for closing on February 6, we 
will have school on May 24.

Please know that regardless of the number 
of excused days we do or do not have avail-
able to use, decisions to delay or close our 
schools will always be based on the safety 
of students, staff, and our community.

If at any time you feel it is unsafe to send 
your child or children to school, you may 
call in an excused absence.

 

 Photo by Annalicia Barnum

Photo by Jessica Wheat Photo by Rene Demorest Photo by Heather Hoekstra Photo by Kristen Nicole

Photo by Jason Majewski

Photo by Jennifer Vandenboss

Consumers Energy trucks staged at both Meijer and the Cedar Springs 
Middle School during the outage. Post photo by J. Reed.
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Teen parents 
charged with 
child abuse

The 19-year-old parents of a four-month-old boy were arrested 
and charged with child abuse after they took him to the Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital and workers there found the baby had 
two broken legs, multiple bruises, and a healing fracture on one 
of his arms.

The hospital then called the Kent County Sheriff Department 
to investigate.

The parents have been identified as Jonathan Michael McK-
innon, 19, and Kelsey Marie Long, 19. The baby was reportedly 
injured on or around January 17 at their home in Cedar Springs 
Mobile Estates.

McKinnon reportedly told detectives that he may have picked 
the boy up too hard by his legs. Court records show he was irri-
tated at the time.

Detectives found that Long saw bruises on the baby but did not 
want to go to the hospital. McKinnon reportedly texted Long and 
suggested they take the baby to the hospital, but she responded no, 
saying he had too many bruises.

When investigators tried to get her phone at the hospital, she 
reportedly disobeyed commands and ran into the bathroom.

McKinnon was charged with first degree child abuse and bond 
was set at $50,000. He has since bonded out. Long was charged 
with fourth degree child abuse, and obstructing a police officer. 
Her bond was set at $5,000, and she has also bonded out.

A petition has been filed to terminate the parents’ rights and a 
hearing has been scheduled for next month.

Jonathan Michael McKinnon Kelsey Marie Long

District Champs
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Rand Ruwersma named 2019 Red 
Flannel Festival Grand Marshal 
By Judy Reed

The Red Flannel Festi-
val Board of Directors has 
named Cedar Springs resi-
dent Rand Ruwersma as the 
2019 Grand Marshal for the 
80th Annual Celebration, to 
be held on Saturday, October 
5, 2019.  

“The Festival is extremely 
proud and thankful for the 
many years of Rand’s out-
standing dedication to the 
Cedar Springs community 
and his dedication as a Fes-
tival Board member,” said 
Nancy Deyman, President of 
the Festival. 

Ruwersma has lived in Ce-
dar Springs most of his life. 
He said his parents owned a 
summer home on Pine Lake 
when he was young, and they 
moved here for good from 
Grand Rapids in 1967, when 
Ruwersma was about 6 years 
old. He went to school in 
Cedar Springs and graduat-

ed from Cedar Springs High 
School.

He has also been a local 
businessman in the commu-
nity. Ruwersma owned the 
Cedar Hardware store for five 
years, with his brother Bob. 
He bought the Cedar Pub in 

2005, and owned that for 12 
years.

Rand served on the Red 
Flannel Festival Board for 
over 8 years, the last several 
as First Vice President. He 
also served on the Red Hawk 
Athletic Booster Board and 

served as a Cedar Springs 
Lion, one as President of the 
Lions Club, for several years.

“It is very obvious Rand 
loves The Red Flannel Town 
and especially the Red Flan-
nel Festival! Rand was in-
strumental in the success 
of the Festival from 2006 
through 2014. The Red 
Flannel Festival and Cedar 
Springs is a better place be-
cause of his involvement,” 
said Deyman.

Ruwersma said he was 
surprised to be selected. “I 
am happy to do it. As a kid, 
I never thought I’d end up 
there, or even on the board,” 
he remarked. 

Ruwersma will reign this 
year, the Festival’s 80th An-
nual Celebration, over the 
two weekends of the 15th 
oldest Festival in the state of 
Michigan, sharing the Red 
Flannel warmth of our com-
munity to visitors and resi-
dents.

Rand Ruwersma

Community comes together 
during power outage

The City Impact outreach center in Cedar Springs opened as a warm-
ing station, thanks to the donations of business and residents. This 
photo shows one of the rooms filled with cots for sleeping. 

By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs commu-
nity was hit hard last week by 
two back to back ice storms 

that hammered West Mich-
igan, leaving a path of ice, 
snow, downed tree branches, 
and downed power lines in 
its wake. Many were with-

out power on Wednesday 
after the first ice storm, and 
on Thursday another one hit, 
causing widespread outages, 
including most of the Cedar 

Springs area.
According to Consumers 

Energy spokesman Roger 
Morgenstern, the power out-

 A transmission line erupted in flames at the Consumers Energy sub-
station at Fifth and Church Street last Thursday, February 7, causing 
most residents to lose power. Photo courtesy of Holly Knox.

Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

Residents in the greater 
Cedar Springs area and 
the surrounding commu-
nities of Sand Lake and 
Howard City are trying to 
make sense of the tragedy 
in Solon Township this 
week where a mother shot 
her three young children 
and then killed herself. 

The chilling call came 
in to dispatch on Monday, 
shortly after 3 p.m. The 
caller reported a shoot-
ing in the 200 block of 19 
Mile Rd in Solon Town-
ship, with a possible four 
victims. When police ar-
rived on the scene, they 
found Aubrianne Moore, 
28, down in the driveway, 
and her three children—
Kyrie Rodery, 8, Cassi-
dy Rodery, 6, and Alaina 
Rau, 2—dead in the car. 

The Kent County Medi-

cal Examiner said they all 
died of gunshot wounds.

Once police searched 
the premises, they knew 
that there must be a sec-
ond crime scene where 

the children were killed. 
They asked the public 
to report to them if they 
had seen her car between 
noon and 3 p.m. that day. 
They soon discovered 

the second crime scene 
nearby, a field in the 300 
block of 19 Mile Rd.

Moore had reportedly 
picked up the two girls 

It’s been an exciting year for 
the Cedar Springs Varsity wres-
tling team, and last Wednesday 
evening proved to be one of the 
most exciting yet. Fresh off win-
ning their first District title in 
over a decade, the Red Hawks 

were ready to take on some of the 
best wrestling teams in the area 
and claim a regional wrestling ti-
tle—something they hadn’t done 
in 23 years. Turn to page 9 to see 
how they made their dream come 
true.

P    STThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesServing Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesVol. XXXII   No. 08  Thursday, February 21, 2019
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

MURDER - continues on page 3

Eagle sighting

NEWS - page 2 NEWS - page 3 OUTDOORS - page 7 SPORTS - pages 8-10

Ribbon cutting

BUSINESS/TAX - pages 10-11

Snowmobiler drowns New rules for 2019 Girls Bowling champs

Cedar Springs grad 
honored

Cedar Springs Graduate Michelle (Powell) Kvalsund was named one of 10 Women 
in Medicine who inspire, by American Osteopathic Associates, in honor of Nation-
al Women Physicians Day on Feb. 3. She is shown here with her family.

Dr. Michelle (Powell) 
Kvalsund, a 1994 Cedar Springs 
High School graduate and the 
daughter of Leon and Marilyn 
Powell, was recently named one 
of “10 Women in Medicine Who 
Inspire” by the DO online, a pub-
lication of the American Osteo-
pathic Association, in honor of 
National Women’s Physicians 
Day on February 3. 

After graduating from Cedar 
Springs High School, Kvalsund 
obtained both her doctorate and 
a master’s degree from Michigan 
State University. She married her 
Norwegian husband, Pelle, in 
2007. They have two sons Alex, 
age 10 and Lukas age 7. 

The Kvalsund Family has trav-
eled extensively around the world 
and now live in Lusaka, Zambia, 
in Southern Africa, as she contin-
ues her research. Some of their 
family adventures include vis-
iting the Skeleton Coast in Na-
mibia, feeding giant tortoises in 

the Seychelles, and most recently 
sledding the Korketrekkeren, a 
1.5 mile-long toboggan run down 
the former luge track for the 1952 
Olympics in Oslo, Norway.

Kvalsund was most recent-
ly cited for the development of 
the first electromyography lab 
in Zambia, part of her push for 
neurological innovation in the 
underserved areas. As a 2018-
20 National Academy of Medi-
cine Fellow, Kvalsund, a global 
health neurologist and assistant 
professor of Michigan State Uni-
versity College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, said she plans to work 
on initiatives that emphasize the 
intersection of global health, 
neurology, and nutrition, as well 
as policy initiatives. 

In response to this recent rec-
ognition, Kvalsund said, “I feel 
both proud and humbled that my 
work would be thought of as in-
spirational. It is a great privilege 
to do the work I do.” 

Wrestlers are 
regional champs

Mom shoots girls then self 
in murder-suicide

Alaina Rau Cassidy Rodery Kyrie Rodery

The Cedar Springs Varsity Wrestling team claimed the title of regional champions last week. The last time they won that title was 23 
years ago. Courtesy photo.

Aubrianne Moore

Police at the scene of the shooting in the 200 block of 19 Mile Road.

Post photo by J. Reed.

What do they have in com-
mon? Creativity of course! 
Mother Nature or student 
teams it all happened this 
past weekend in West Mich-
igan.

Cedar Springs sent three 
Odyssey of the mind teams 
to Greenville on February 23 
to spontaneously think, pres-
ent, and reach for the stars—
meaning State Finals.

The new team of 1st-4th 
graders at Cedar Trails Ele-
mentary placed 2nd, reach-
ing their goal, earning a trip 
to State Finals, and silver 
medals.

This team is coached by 
Morgan Burris and Ra-
chel Stump with students, Blake Stump 4th 
grade; Kaleb Russell 4th grade; Luke Brown 
4th grade; Hailey Nichols 3rd grade; Morgan 
Sanders 3rd grade; Isaac Brown 2nd grade; and 
Tanner Burris 1st grade.
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MI early state parks

Both cheer and boys bowling 
headed to state finalsFirst statewide 

study of PFAS 
in water supply

The Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) announced the results from the 
2018 state-wide sampling of public, school and 
tribal water supplies for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS). The $1.7 million study is the 
first of its kind in the nation.

The MDEQ oversaw the sampling of 1,114 
public water systems, 461 schools that operate 
their own wells, and 17 tribal water systems. Test 
results show that 90 percent of these supplies 
showed no detection for any PFAS. Very low lev-
els of PFAS below 10 parts per trillion (ppt) were 
detected in 7 percent of systems tested. PFAS 
levels between 10 and 70 ppt were detected in 3 
percent of systems tested.

Only the city of Parchment and Robinson El-
ementary School near Grand Haven had test re-
sults exceeding the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) Lifetime Health Ad-
visory (LHA) of 70 ppt for perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) 
individually or combined in drinking water.

“This first-in-the-nation study of all public wa-
ter systems in the state has resulted in 3,000 peo-
ple in Parchment and an additional 300 students 
and teachers at Robinson Elementary being pro-
tected from high levels of previously unknown 
PFAS contamination in their water supply,” said 
MDEQ Director Liesl Clark.

These findings have also led to environmental 
investigations and protections for many families 
on their own wells in the affected areas.

The Parchment system was connected to the 
city of Kalamazoo’s municipal water system in 
August of 2018. Robinson Elementary is current-
ly supplied with bottled water and plans to install 
a carbon filtration system later this year.

In addition to public water systems, schools, 
and tribal systems, the MDEQ has expanded its 

Polar Vortex, Bomb cyclone and Odyssey of 
the Mind

By Judy Reed

History was made last 
weekend as the Cedar 
Springs Competitive Cheer 
locked in a bid to travel to 

state finals for the first time 
in nine years, and the boys 
bowling team won its first 
regional championship, en-
abling the team to travel to 
the state finals. Two individ-

ual bowlers—one from the 
boys team and one from the 
girls team—will also travel 
to the state finals. Turn to 
page 9 for all the info.

This Odyssey of the Mind team from Cedar Trails Elementary will heading to the state finals on March 16. 
Courtesy photo.

Dixon, Brayden Fisk, 
Riley Robb, and 
Holden Wolf. 

The other Ce-
dar Springs Middle 
school team placed 
4th, Honorable 
Mention. They are 
coached by Michelle 
Wiles and Traci 
Slager, with students 
Coryn Wiles; Alana 
Wiles; Nate Slager; 
Jeremiah Slager; 
Aiden Lakes; Brielle 
Sarniak; and Jack 
Cairy.

We wish the Ce-
dar Trails team much 
luck at state finals on 
March 16, and con-
gratulate all the stu-
dents for their hard 

work and perseverance.
If you are interested in learning more about 

the Odyssey of the Mind program for your 
student check out miodyssey.com. Region 2.

The team from Cedar Springs Middle 
school earned a bronze 3rd place, narrowly 
missing a chance to advance. This team is by 
coached by Rhanda Bordeaux with students, 
Derek Bordeaux, Silas Johnson, William 

Boys bowling team won their first ever regional championship. L to R:  Andrew Fliearman, Alex Steil, Jonah 
Drake, Dane Conely,Josh Beebe, Ethan Plummer, Cody Marshall, Coach Tim Jackson. Courtesy photo.  

The Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer team will now head to state finals after placing third at regionals. Cour-
tesy photo.

PLUS
Tax Time Tips ............ page 10

Cedar Springs had several 
athletes competing at state 
tournaments last Friday. 
Wrestlers Ryan Ringler and 

Sage Serbenta are Division 
2 state champions in their 
weight classes, and Omani 
Morales is the state’s top 

girl bowler in Division 2. 
Read about their competi-
tions and how our compet-
itive cheer and boys bowl-

ing team did at state as well. 
Turn to sports on pages 8-9.
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State Champions!

Wrestlers Ryan Ringler and Sage Serbenta are Division 2 state champions. Omani Morales took the girls state bowling championship 
in Division 2.

Thieves chop 
hair from 
horses’ tails

Someone chopped the hair from the tails of these Solon Township 
horses. Courtesy photo.

Kent District 
Courts announce 
waiver program

Cedar Springs schools makes 
adjustments for snow days

Snow and ice have made driving on back roads dangerous for school buses this winter. 

Photo by Evelyn Avery.

By Judy Reed

Icy, snowy and danger-
ous winter weather, includ-
ing sub-zero temperatures 
and power outages, caused 
both Cedar Springs Public 
Schools and Creative Tech-
nologies Academy to close 
14 times this year. That’s 
eight more times than the 
Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) allows 
without the days being 
made up. And winter isn’t 
over yet.

The MDE also allows 
schools to apply for a waiv-
er for three extra closings, 
above the six. Both Cedar 
Springs Public and CTA ap-

Girls basketball
heads to districts

SPORTS - pages 8-9

By Judy Reed

When Solon Township 
resident Emily Scott went 
to check on her horses on 
Monday Tuesday morn-
ing about 9:45 a.m., she 
couldn’t believe what 
she saw—someone had 
chopped hunks out of two 
of her three horses’ tails.

“I saw them and thought 
what in the world happened 

to you guys?” she said.
“They just took big hand-

fuls and chopped it off. The 
gelding has almost no hair 
left.”

She’s glad that whoev-
er did it didn’t touch their 
third horse, a baby Ten-
nessee Walker. “Her hair 
wasn’t long enough,” ex-
plained Scott.

She said with the wind 
TAILS - continues on page 3

WAIVER - continues on page 12

Do you owe traffic or 
criminal fines, fees and/
or court costs that are past 
due?

Is there an outstanding 
warrant for your failure 
to appear regarding your 
non-payment?

62-B District Court in 
Kentwood and the 63rd 
District Court announced a 
waiver program for individ-
uals to comply with court 
orders by settling their 
debts without further penal-
ty or incarceration.

Specifically, the program 
addresses outstanding war-
rants for non-compliance 
with a court order of fines, 
fees, court costs and any 
outstanding traffic or park-

ing tickets that have gone 
into default or suspension. 
The waiver program will 
be effective March 1, 2019 
through March 31, 2019.

“The waiver program 
gives people who have 
outstanding fines, fees, 
and court costs an oppor-
tunity to more reasonably 
resolve their business with 
the court,” said Chief Judge 
Sara J. Smolenski. “During 
the month of March, indi-
viduals have a great chance 
to meet their responsibil-
ities and the program al-
lows for payment plans to 
resolve their debts to the 
court without the worry 
of incarceration. This is a 

Across the globe, people are in 
shock over the fire that severely 
damaged Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Paris on Monday, April 15. 
Now that the fire is out and there 
are only a few injuries to emer-
gency personnel, thoughts have 
turned to repair and renovation 
of the magnificent and historic 
building. The cathedral was de-
clared “structurally sound” after 
an inspection on Tuesday, and the 
president of France and mayor of 
Paris have both vowed to rebuild 
the landmark.

French corporations and bil-
lionaires have already pledged 
millions to aid in the effort, and 
companies in other countries are 
starting to promise contributions, 
as well. However, the Better Busi-
ness Bureau is warning individuals 
to “wait to donate,” to make sure 
donations are going to the official 
Notre Dame rebuilding fund and 
not into the hands of scammers.

“Scammers are opportunists, 

and they will take advantage of 
whatever is in the news,” said Art 
Taylor, president and CEO of BBB 
Wise Giving Alliance (Give.org). 
“We expect to see Notre Dame 
fundraising appeals on social me-
dia and crowdfunding sites. Some 
will be from well-intentioned peo-
ple who are not directly involved 
with the cathedral, but some may 
be from scammers. BBB Wise 
Giving Alliance is urging people 
to ‘wait to donate’ until an official 
rebuilding fund is established.”

Taylor also reminded donors 
in Canada and the United States 
that donations are more likely to 
be tax-deductible if they ‘wait to 
donate’ through a charity based in 
their own country  rather than con-
tribute through another individual, 
a crowdfunding site, or a foreign 
entity. “The rebuilding will take 
some time,” he added. “It’s best 
to wait until we have more details 
about which official entities are 

The Village of Sand Lake is 
once again under new leadership 
after appointing a new president 
on April 3. 

Trustee Tracy Quinlan was ap-
pointed by the council to take the 
place of former President Dan-
ielle Hardenberg, who resigned 
on March 30, reportedly to begin 
nursing school.  

Quinlan was appointed to the 
council in January to fill a vacant 
seat. When the president’s seat be-
came open, she was asked to serve 
in that position.

Quinlan may be new to the 
board, but she is familiar with the 
area, having grown up nearby. She 
shared a little of her history with 
the audience at Sand Lake’s reg-
ular meeting Monday evening, 
April 15, and also spoke with The 
Post.

She said that she originally lived 
with her family on a farm between 
Howard City and Morley, and that 
her family later moved to a farm 
west of Ensley Center. She attend-
ed Grant Christian School from 

first through ninth grade, and then 
went on to Grant High School, and 
graduated from there. 

“I married a local boy—my 
husband, Jim, is a firefighter and 
nurse,” she said. 

Quinlan said she spent 20 years 
in the legal field, doing some work 
with commercial real estate in the 
area of commercial lending and 
litigation, and also in trust admin-
istration. She was also an adjunct 
professor. She eventually decided 
she really liked teaching, and is 
currently teaching English and So-
cial Studies to 6th graders at Grand 
Rapids Public Schools. She does 
still have her hand in real estate 
though, and is taking her real es-
tate exam soon. She and her hus-
band moved back to this area in 
September.

“Change is not always bad,” 
Quinlan told the audience. “It 
gives us an opportunity to look at 
where we’ve been and where we 
are, and where we want to be.” 
She explained that she is a get it 
done kind of person—warm and 

demanding at the 
same time.

“I would like 
to say thank 
you to Danielle 
Hardenberg for 
all she’s done 
for us and wish 
her well with her 
nursing degree, 
which she starts 
next week,” said 
Quinlan.

She also noted 
that the board 
could not answer 
any questions re-
garding a lawsuit 
brought by former Police Chief 
Jim Reamsma, or another lawsuit 
brought by an officer who was re-
cently fired.

Several people spoke during 
the meeting, including Sand Lake 
Police Sgt. Steve Brandow, and 
former President pro-tem David 
Dewey.

Dewey spoke some about what 
he felt was shameful treatment 

of the former Chief of Police Jim 
Reamsma, and also cautioned the 
board about approving a request 
from current trustee Glenn Baker 
to vacate the street that also cur-
rently serves as Baker’s driveway. 
Dewey was cut off during his com-
ments, because he exceeded the al-
lotted time.

Dewey explained to the Post 
that the council had already denied 
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SCAMS - continues on page 5

Man critical after crash

BBB: avoid Notre Dame 
donation scams

By Judy Reed

An early morning crash on 
US131 on Monday sent a Howard 
City man to the hospital in critical 
condition.

According to the Michigan 
State Police Lakeview Post, the 
crash occurred about 5:50 a.m. on 
Monday, April 15. A 42-year-old 
Howard City man was outside of 
his vehicle helping a family mem-
ber who had slid off the road on 

southbound US131 in Reynolds 
Township when he was hit by an-
other vehicle. 

Police said the driver, a 17-year-
old female from Howard City, 
was traveling southbound and lost 
control of her vehicle and struck 
the man and the rear of his vehi-
cle. The man suffered head trau-
ma and significant injuries to his 
lower body, requiring immediate 
trauma care. He was taken to the 
hospital by Aero Med, and is still 

in critical condi-
tion.

The driver of the 
other vehicle was trans-
ported to the hospital with 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries.

Police believe weather 
was the cause of the crash. The 
crash is still under investigation.

Assisting MSP at the scene was 
Montcalm County EMS, Howard 
City Fire Department, Lakeview 

Fire Depart-
ment, Aero Med, 

McKay’s Towing, and 
Montcalm County Central Dis-
patch.

The Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris as it burned on Monday, April 15, 2019. Photo by 
LeLaisserPasserA38 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=78064310

Create a sweet treat

EASTER - page 13

Sand Lake appoints new president
By Judy Reed

Tracy Quinlan was appointed as the new president of the 
Village of Sand Lake.

PRESIDENT - continues on page 5

By Judy Reed

“You never think it’s going to 
happen to you. But it’s going to 
happen again. It’s always someone 
else’s community, and then some-
one else’s community, until it’s 
not.”

Those words, paraphrased from 
a video of a parent at Sandy Hook 
Elementary asking people to be 
ready and help it stop, were a stark 
reminder to those attending the 
CRASE event Tuesday evening at 
Cedar Springs High School that a 
shooting can take place anywhere, 
at any time. Another event will 
held tonight, Thursday, April 25 at 

6 p.m.
School Resource Officer Depu-

ty Tom McCullough, of the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, gave an 
informative presentation Tuesday 
evening outlining how people can 
prepare for a high stress event, 
such as a shooting or a fire. “It’s 
about having a plan. If you go into 
a place, and something bad hap-
pens, it’s about knowing ahead of 
time what you can do. It’s to edu-
cate you so you are empowered,” 
explained McCullough.

Between 2000 and 2014, there 
were 179 shootings in public plac-
es. 
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Families flock to Easter Eggtravaganza
By Judy Reed

Woman killed 
in Courtland 
Twp crash

Getting from 
here to there 
Spring into the past museum 
tour

How do you trav-
el to get from here 
to there? Do you 
drive a car, take the 
bus, hop a train or 
fly? Perhaps you 
prefer walking or 
hiking or riding a 
bike? Or maybe 
you love to cruise 
the seas.

“Getting from 
Here to There” is 
the theme of this 
year’s Spring Into 
the Past tour of the 
Tri-River Historical 
Museum Network. 
The event will held 
May 4th and 5th 
and hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and noon 
to 5 on Sunday.

Each year the member museums and historical soci-

Kids had a great time hunting eggs at the Easter Egg Extravaganza. Photo by K. Mabie.

Rachel (Reed) Hunt and her boys, Maverick, 2, and Atlas, 4, 
showing off their eggs. Photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

Three people were injured and a woman was killed in 
a crash in Courtland Township Monday.

According to the Kent County Sheriff’s Office, the 
crash occurred at the intersection of Tefft Ave and 13 
Mile Road at about 6 p.m. Monday, April 22. Police 
said that Anne Van Dommelen, 68, of Rockford, was 
traveling south on Tefft in a 2016 Nissan Murano when 
she failed to stop at the stop sign at 13 Mile Rd and 
collided with a westbound 2006 Mercury Mountaineer 
driven by Bryan Russell, 44, of Cedar Springs. Traffic 
traveling on 13 Mile Rd does not stop at the intersec-
tion.

Anne Van Dommelen was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Russell was transported to the hospital by ambulance 
with possible broken bones. His two passengers—La-
trice Russell, 38, and Leland Russell, 9—also went to 
the hospital by ambulance with minor injuries.

 Assisting the Kent County Sheriff’s Office at the 
scene was Courtland Township Fire and Rescue, Rock-
ford Ambulance, and Consumers Energy, due to a pow-
er pole being broken.

The crash is still under investigation.

Laughter filled the air 
as kids scrambled over 
the lawns at Solon Cen-
ter Wesleyan Church last 
Saturday, April 20, excit-
edly picking up colorful 
plastic Easter eggs filled 
with goodies. It was a 
beautiful day for the 
event, with over 650 peo-
ple attending the church’s 
annual Easter Eggtrava-
ganza.

According to Kathy 
Mabie, Administrative 
Assistant at Solon Center 
Wesleyan, located on Al-

goma Avenue, just north of 19 Mile 
Rd, they have always had an Easter 
Egg hunt, but in 2009 it changed to 
an Easter Eggtravaganza. This year 
was the biggest one yet, with 10,000 
plastic eggs filled with candy. Last 
year they did about 7,500.

Over 50 volunteers manned the 
event, which featured three hunts, 
bounce houses, balloons, face 
painting, free hot dogs, chips, and 
water, the Solon Fire Department, 
Rockford Ambulance, Michigan 
State Police with fingerprinting, and 
more. The Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office K-9 unit was scheduled to be 

there, but the dog had to work that 
day, explained Mabie. At the end of 
the hunt, they gave away two girls 
bikes and two boys bikes, several 
Easter baskets, and gift certificates.

Mabie said it wasn’t just the kids 
and parents that had a good time. 
Their volunteers had a blast work-
ing the hunt and interacting with 
everyone.

“We do this solely to serve our 
community and break down the 
barriers of people coming to church. 
We want to show the love of Christ 
to our community,” she remarked. 

This phone box from the early 1900s 
will be on display at the Cedar Springs 
Museum for the Spring into the past 
museum tour May 4 and 5. Photo by J. 
Reed.

Walleye confis-
cated after tip

Home and garden 
improvements

Varsity and JV
baseball

Civilian Response to 
Active Shooter event

Deputy Tom McCullough explaining what to do in an active 
shooter situation. Photo by J. Reed.
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Boys collect food

MUSEUM - continues on page 16

Construction to begin on new hotel

Representatives from civic and business groups were on hand Tuesday for the groundbreaking of the new 76-room hotel.

By Judy Reed

A groundbreaking was 
held Tuesday, April 30, on 
the new Holiday Inn Express 
& Suites at 14190 White 

Creek Avenue. Construction 
is set to begin on Monday, 
May 6, on the four-story, 76-
room hotel.

Belmont Lodging an-
nounced plans last summer 

for the hotel. They said that 
market demand in northern 
Kent County and the under-
standing of the positive eco-
nomic influence of a hotel 
motivated local investors to 

pursue the project.
On-site amenities will pro-

vide guests with a compli-
mentary hot breakfast, free 
high-speed Internet access, 
an exercise room, indoor 

pool, and outdoor patio. The 
hotel’s location and easy 
access to downtown Grand 
Rapids will provide both 
corporate and leisure travel-
ers a small town alternative 

when visiting the area.
They expect it to bring 

about 20 jobs to Cedar 
Springs. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed in 
mid-March 2020.

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE Howard City man dies in crash

The Montcalm County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was sent to a one car crash at ap-
proximately 9:26 a.m. on Friday, April 
26, 2019, north of the intersection of 
Amy School and Edgar Roads in Reyn-
olds Township. The sole occupant of the 
vehicle died in the crash.

The initial information was that a ve-
hicle had crashed and come to rest in 
a wooded area and that smoke may be 
coming from the vehicle. It was deter-
mined that the vehicle was headed north 
on Amy School Road, that it exited the 
road to the left, and that it then struck 
several trees. The sole occupant, Clar-
ence David Price, 68, of Howard City, 

was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Police said there were no indications 

that the driver was speeding, and he was 
wearing his seat belt. The cause of the 
crash is believed to have been a medical 
issue the driver was having.

“We don’t have the medical examiners 
report, so I can’t tell you with certainty if 
the cause was something other than the 
crash itself,” Montcalm County Sheriff 
Mike Williams told the Post.  

Assisting with the crash were the 
Michigan State Police, Montcalm Coun-
ty Emergency Medical Services, Mont-
calm County Central Dispatch, and the 
Howard City Fire Department.

Tri County to vote on school bond proposal
By Judy Reed  

Residents in the Tri Coun-
ty Area Schools district will 
head to the polls on Tues-
day, May 7, to vote on a 
$37,020,000 bond proposal 
to help create a community 
campus.

The voters defeated a sim-
ilar proposal in November. 
So what’s different about 
this one? According to in-
formation found on their 
website, they listened to the 
voters. 

“Feedback from the com-
munity was that the 1.0 mill 
increase was too high and 
they wanted to see more of 
the dollars go toward edu-
cation. The November 2018 
proposal of $40,785,000 
was then reduced to the new 
$37,020,000 for the May 
2019 (bond proposal), re-

A&E - pages 6-7

Poetry at the Kent

SPRING - pages 12-13

Grow your own

Photo by J. Reed

Cedar Springs had had a 
special visitor last Wednes-
day, May 1, when Mr. Mar-
tin Ackley, Director of the 
Office of Public and Gov-
ernmental Affairs at the 
Michigan Department of Ed-
ucation, paid a visit to Cedar 
Springs Public Schools to see 
the great things being done in 
the district. 

Interim State Superinten-
dent Sheila Alles has made 
it a priority at the Michigan 
Department of Education to 
stay focused on Customer 
Service, and each member of 
the MDE Leadership team is 
visiting at least 5 local dis-
tricts or child care centers 
this school year.

When asked why he was 
paying Cedar Springs Pub-
lic Schools a visit, Ackley 
said, “We want to high-
light and celebrate the great 
things happening in our 
education centers, and find 
out what MDE can do for 
students and school districts 
throughout the State.”  

The MDE hopes these vis-
its will aid staff members 
by helping them see with 
their own eyes the things that 
are making a difference to the 
children in Michigan.

Superintendent Scott Smith 
and others toured the cam-
pus with Ackley. The tour 
included visiting the Cherry 
Health Clinic at Red Hawk; 
the R1TS program at Red 
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Girls track

State Department of Ed 
visits Cedar Springs

Court affirms 
Duram conviction

By Judy Reed

Glenna Mary Duram, 50, 
convicted of first degree pre-
meditated murder in the May 
2015 shooting death of her 
husband, Martin Duram, in 
Ensley Township, will not be 
getting a new trial.  

Duram had appealed to the 
Michigan Court of Appeals, 
contending that evidence ad-
mitted in court showing the 
titles of websites she had visit-

ed on her cell phone on the morning of the murder consti-
tuted inadmissible hearsay and was unfairly prejudicial. 
The titles of the websites were all Ruger-related—which 
was the type of gun she shot her husband Marty with.

The judges disagreed with her assertion, in an opinion 
on April 29, saying that “Although the evidence did not 
disclose the content of the webpages or the purpose for 
which the user accessed them, reasonable jurors could 
infer from the evidence that defendant had accessed web-
pages related to the murder weapon in contemplation of 
killing Martin…The evidence was relevant because it had 
a tendency to make the existence of the state of mind re-
quired for first-degree premeditated murder more prob-
able.” 

The court found no due process violations in the case, 
which was tried in Newaygo County Circuit Court. Du-
ram had shot her husband five times before shooting her-
self twice in the head. She was found under a blanket on 
the floor. Evidence showed, however, that she had moved 
around the home, even locking the door, after shooting 
herself.

Duram is currently serving a life sentence without 
chance of parole.

Martin Ackley listens closely to Asst. HS Principal Jeremy VerWys, 
while Superintendent Scott Smith looks on. Courtesy photo.

Glenna Mary Duram

From left to right: High School Principal Ron Behrenwald; Martin Ack-
ley, MDE; a New Beginnings High School student with her citizenship 
award; and Superintendent Scott Smith. Courtesy photo.

Two area school 
proposals voted 
down
By Judy Reed

For the second 
time in six months, 
voters in the Tri 
County Area 
School district 
voted down a bond 
proposal that would 

Hawk; iReady with Jo Spry 
at Beach; an MICI class-
room at Beach; and ASD 
room at Cedar Trails; and 
then New Beginnings Alter-

native High School, Early 
Middle College, FFA, and 
the broadcasting studio at 
Cedar Springs High School.

have created a community 
campus. 

After the voters spoke out against it in November, the 
2018 proposal of $40,785,000 was reduced to the new 
$37,020,000 for the May 2019 (bond proposal), reducing 
the tax contribution from homeowners by 75 percent and 
saving $3.7 million. But voters still didn’t bite. In a close 
race, the proposal was voted down by 167 votes, with 
1,456 No votes (53 percent) to 1,289 voters (46.92 per-
cent). The only precinct it passed in was Pierson Town-
ship.

In Kent County, Sparta Area Schools lost their bid for 
a sinking fund millage by 151 votes. The vote was 951 
no, to 800 yes. 

Rockford Public Schools passed their bonding propos-
al with 3,498 yes votes, and 2,023 no. 

Beat the Boredom

Playing at an area park is just one of the ways for kids and parents to beat the boredom of long summer 
days until school starts again. 

By Judy Reed

When you’re a kid, the long, 
hot days of summer seem to 
go on forever. It’s not long be-
fore kids exhaust their ideas of 
what to do and moms hear the 
familiar refrain, “There’s noth-
ing to do! I’m bored!” Well, 
don’t you believe it. With a lit-
tle searching, you’ll find hun-
dreds of activities taking place 
in West Michigan where fam-
ilies can have fun and spend 
some quality time together. In 
this week’s special pullout sec-
tion of “Beat the Boredom,” 
you’ll find just a fraction of 
the many things going on this 
summer—festivals, summer 
enrichment programs, camps, 
fishing and more! Turn to pag-
es 7-18 to see what’s on tap for 
you this summer!

Local Brewery 
receives award
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Fuel spills, causes fire

By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs Board of Education went over the 
results of the community survey on their facilities pro-
posals at the their regular board meeting Monday eve-
ning, then voted to move forward with option C, a pro-
posal that—if passed by the voters in November—would 
include building a new 8th-9th grade building adjacent to 
the high school. 

According to the online survey results, most of the re-
spondents came from Solon and Nelson Townships (just 
under 20 percent from each township). The rest came 
from Algoma, Courtland, the City of Cedar Springs, 
Oakfield, and Spencer Townships. Just over 10 percent 
said they did not live in the school district. Approximate-
ly 480 people responded to the survey.

According to a summary of the survey results, 49 
percent of those that responded supported Option C, 23 
percent needed more information, and 28 percent did not 
support it.

As for the other proposals, 51 percent supported Option 
A, 31 percent needed more information, and 18 percent 
did not support it. On Option B, 35 percent supported it, 
37 percent needed more information, and 28 percent did 
not support it.

Board members felt that A and C were close enough in 
support that they chose Option C since less people need-
ed more information to make a decision.

The district did the facilities assessment in 2016, which 
showed over $42 million in repairs were needed on all 
eight buildings. Several of the buildings are also at capac-
ity, and they need more space to accommodate the slow 
but steady growth the district is experiencing.

They held focus groups to talk about the facilities, and 
eventually came up with the three options that they asked 
the community to give their opinion on in an online sur-
vey.

Under Option C, the one the district will start work-
ing on to get on the ballot in November, the preschool 
program will be moved out of Cedar Trails, and roofing 
and mechanical upgrades will be done on the building. 
Beach (grades 2-3): Do a partial demolition and recon-
struct the academic wings. Do minor remodeling, site 
improvements, fixtures, furnishings, equipment, play-
ground. Cedar View (4-5) Work on facilities assessment 
critical needs. Red Hawk: The 6th graders will move 
to the Middle School. Red Hawk will become home to 
the District Administration, Preschool, Cherry Health, 
and Community Education. Will work on critical needs, 
heavy remodeling of existing building, fixtures, furnish-
ings and equipment. Middle School: (grades 6-7) move 
sixth graders to middle school and 8th graders to new 
building. Work on facilities assessment critical needs. 
Build a new 8-9 building (adjacent to high school). 
Do site improvements, fixtures, furnishings, equipment, 
auxiliary gym. High school (10-12): Do critical needs, 
fixtures, furnishings, equipment. Hilltop: Building dem-
olition and site restoration. Cost: $78.7 million. About a 

School board 
moves ahead 
on facilities 
proposal

By Judy Reed

A Nelson Township man 
was working on a fuel tank 
in his garage on Sunday, 
May 12, when gas spilled 
and ignited, sending the ga-
rage up in flames.

According to Cedar 
Springs Fire Chief Mar-
ty Fraser, they were toned 
out to the 7400 block of 16 
Mile Rd about 3:27 p.m. A 
firefighter who lives near-
by was on the scene within 
5 minutes, and helped the 
man get a vehicle and a boat 
out of the three-stall garage.

Fraser said that the garage 
was unattached so the fire 
was contained to the struc-
ture. The roof came down 
shortly after they arrived on 
scene. “It burned hot and 
quick,” he said.

Courtland and Sand Lake 

Fire assisted Cedar Springs at 
the scene.

Fraser said the bulk of the fire 
was knocked down in about 45 
minutes. “With the roof down, 
it made it harder to get to cer-
tain spots,” he noted. They 
cleared the scene after about 
1-1/2 hours.

Fraser wants to remind peo-
ple when they have a fire, do 
not attempt to put it out your-
self before calling 911. He said 
that the man threw soapy water 
on the fire in an effort to extin-
guish the flames before calling 
for help.

Aeromed drops in for 
“Show and Tell”

Excited students got an up close look at the 
Aeromed helicopter. Courtesy photo.

Students with a Kent County Sheriff Deputy and horse 
from the mounted unit. Courtesy photo.

By Judy Reed

The students at Cedar Trails Elemen-
tary received a special treat Wednesday 
when School Resource Officer Deputy 
Tom McCutcheon arranged a little “Show 
and Tell” for the kids out on the school 
lawn.

The theme was public safety, and on 
hand to show and tell the kids about what 
they do was the Cedar Springs Fire De-
partment, Kent County Sheriff Depart-
ment Mounted unit, the Grand Rapids 
Police Department, and even Aeromed 
dropped in for a visit.

Deputy McCutcheon has organized the 
Cedar Trails “Show and Tell” for the stu-
dents the last few years. 

BUSINESS - page 13
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By Judy Reed

When Scott Smith was 
hired last summer to be the 
new Superintendent of Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools, 
he had his work cut out for 
him. He walked into a dis-
trict where the former su-
perintendent had been asked 
to resign, and board mem-
bers were being recalled. 
Would Smith, together with 
the board, be able to guide 
the district toward a path of 
unity and healing?

The Board of Education 
completed a comprehensive 
evaluation of Smith’s first 
year as Superintendent on 
Monday, June 24, and an-
nounced that he earned a 
rating of “highly effective.” 
The vote was unanimous, 
7-0.

Board members used an 
evaluation system provid-
ed by the Michigan Asso-
ciation of School Boards 
(MASB) to rate Smith’s 
effectiveness on 57 indica-
tors. The seven members of 
the Board reviewed near-
ly 400 pages of artifacts 
representing Smith’s body 
of work for the 2018-19 
school year.

Members of the Board 
cited several strengths in 

Smith’s work throughout 
the year, noting his student 
focus, his use of effective 
systems, his capacity to de-
velop others, his transpar-
ency, leadership style and 
details in the required arti-
facts for evaluation. 

While the District is in 
the process of developing 
a three-year strategic plan, 
Smith cites improving stu-
dent achievement as his top 
priority for the foreseeable 
future.

The Post asked Board 
President Heidi Reed if 
Smith’s leadership helped 
bring unity at a difficult 
time. “We did experience 
tension, which was the re-
sult of conflicting visions 
for what was best for the 
students, families, and staff 

Superintendent 
receives “highly 
effective” rating

goals and strategies that would 
enhance the community. The 
council was asked to pause, re-
flect, and celebrate all that has 
been accomplished.  

 Those include:
• One new and one expanded 

city park with one to be named 

Heart of Cedar Springs and the 
other one along Pine Street to 
be named soon. 

• A library with a community 
meeting room surrounded by 
a beautiful patio which over-
looks the park and creek. 

• The North Country Trail 

completed and running 
through Cedar Springs with 
Trail Town Status coming soon 
to the City of Cedar Springs. 

• Two art sculptures placed 
along Cedar Creek. 

• New pavilion in Morley 
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New sign identifies 
Heart of Cedar Springs

From L to R: David Ringler (DDA), Carolee Cole (CBDT), Donna Clark (CS Public Library), Jerry 
Gross Sr. (City Council), Mike Womack (City Manager), Perry Hopkins (Chamber of Commerce 
and CBDT), Rose Powell (City Council), Renee Race (City Council). Courtesy Photo

The City of Cedar Springs 
unveiled the new sign last 
Friday that officially iden-
tifies the park surrounding 
the Library and amphithe-
ater as the “Heart of Cedar 
Springs.”

The sign was unveiled 
at 5:30 p.m., just prior to a 
concert there in the park.

On hand for the unveiling 
were several people repre-
senting the Downtown De-
velopment Authority, Cedar 
Springs City Council, Com-
munity Building Develop-
ment Team (CBDT) and 
Cedar Springs Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

City Manager Mike 
Womack gave a short 
speech thanking the DDA 
and CBDT members for 
the work that they are all 
doing to improve the down-
town and the Heart of Cedar 
Springs area.

“The sign dedication is 
simply an acknowledge-
ment of all the hard work 
that has been put in by 
businesses, charitable orga-
nizations, the Library and 
citizens to create an area 
worthy of being known as 
the Heart of Cedar Springs,” 
said Womack. “When I 
came to Cedar Springs in 

2016, there was no library, 
there was no amphithe-
ater, there was no meadow, 
there were no sculptures 
and there were no benches 
in the park. Where do you 
think the City will be in 
three more years?” he asked 
the crowd.  

The small crowd that was 
there responded optimisti-
cally with lots of talk about 
all the projects going on in 
the City, all the business de-
velopment and people look-
ing forward to the new fire 
station to be built.

The sign was purchased 

Community Amphitheatre takes shape 
CBDT praises City Council

Much of the work and materials on the new amphitheater in the Heart of Cedar Springs has been donated or done 
at a discounted rate. Courtesy photo.

The Baker family enjoys one of the new park 
benches. Courtesy photo.

City Councilors heard words 
of appreciation from the Com-
munity Building Development 
Team (CBDT) through repre-
sentatives Kurt Mabie and Sue 
Wolfe at their June 13 meeting. 

The council was recognized 
for their ability to create and 
maintain a collaborative en-
vironment where businesses, 
organizations, and individu-
als could openly share ideas, 

SIGN - continues on page 13

CBDT - continues on page 3

Superintendent Scott Smith

RATING - continues on page 5

By Judy Reed

A federal grant to create a 
new industrial park will make 
it possible for at least two local 
businesses to expand and bring 
new jobs to the area.

The U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s Economic De-
velopment Administration 
announced on Monday that 
they are awarding an $872,220 
grant to the city of Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, to provide 
critical infrastructure improve-
ments needed to develop a 
new industrial park at the end 
of West Street.

“The development of a 
business park should bring in 
significant investment into the 
City, not only in jobs and prop-
erty taxes but also employee 

customers for other local busi-
nesses, as they go to and from 
work and out for lunch,” said 
City Manager Mike Womack, 
who has been working on the 
grant for some time with City 
Finance Director Darla Falcon 
and the City Council. 

This EDA grant will be 
matched with $581,480 in lo-
cal investment from the City, 
and is expected to attract an 
eventual $30 million in private 
investment, create 80 jobs, and 
retain 72 jobs.

The project will help fund 
the roadways, and water and 
wastewater infrastructure to 
establish the West Street Indus-
trial Park in the City of Cedar 
Springs. The project will also 
create 55 acres of develop-

An intersection that can 
be difficult to navigate even 
during slower traffic peri-
ods was the scene of a crash 
Monday evening.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
crash occurred about 5:30 
p.m. on Monday, July 1, at 
the intersection of Main and 
Maple Streets. Police said 
that an adult female pulled 
out into the intersection 

from Maple 
Street and hit a 
vehicle driven 
by an adult fe-
male that was 
heading south-
bound on Main.

Neither driv-
er was injured 
and both re-
fused medical 
help.
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Cars collide at Main and Maple 

A car pulled out into traffic from Maple Street and hit a vehicle 
southbound on Main St Monday. Post photo by L. Allen.

Both Cedar Springs and Sand Lake Fire Departments responded to a fire at 401 Sarah 
Street just after 2:30 a.m. on Friday, June 28. Photo by Kelli Destrampe.

No one was living in the mobile home at the time of the fire. Photo by Kelli Destrampe.

$5,000 reward offered for info on suspicious fire

By Judy Reed

A Cedar Springs wom-
an was out hunting for 
pokemon in the wee hours 
of Friday morning when she 
spotted a trailer on fire as she 
returned home.

Kelli Destrampe reported 
the fire at 401 Sarah Street, 

in Cedar Springs Mobile Es-
tates, right around 2:30 a.m. 
Both Cedar Springs and 
Sand Lake Fire Departments 
responded to the scene. A 
Kent County Sheriff deputy 
and Rockford Ambulance 
also responded.

“The came in as a report of 
a trailer fire well involved, 

and it was unknown if any-
one was inside,” explained 
Cedar Springs Fire Chief 
Marty Fraser. He said they 
had the fire knocked down 
in the first 10-15 minutes.

There were three other 
mobile homes surrounding 
the burning one—one on 
each side and one behind 

it. “We did have three ex-
posures, and it melted some 
of their siding. It could 
have been such a mess if 
we didn’t have it knocked 
down quickly. There could 
have been three other trailers 
burning,” remarked Fraser. 

Fraser said the park owned 
the trailer and they were 

getting ready to remove it. 
No one was living there 
and there were no utilities 
hooked up, so the cause was 
not electrical.

Fraser is ruling the fire 
as “suspicious but undeter-
mined.”

Cedar Springs Mobile 
Estates is offering a $5,000 

reward for the arrest, testi-
mony against, and convic-
tion of the perpetrators re-
sponsible for the suspicious 
fire. If you have any kind of 
information, please contact 
the CSME Office at (616) 
696-0820 or the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office at (616) 
632-6100.

City receives 
$872,000 grant 
for industrial park

This photo shows West Street looking south, where the road 
and water and sewer will be extended to create an industrial 
park. Courtesy photo.

A section of Main St. was closed for a time Mon-
day due to a crash at Maple and Main. Post photo 
by L. Allen.
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Scoop up a special 
treat during ice 
cream month

L to R: Maverick Hunt, 2, and Atlas Hunt, 4, enjoyed their first 
taste of Blue Moon ice cream this summer. Post photo by J. 
Reed

Did you know that nine out 
of ten people love ice cream? 
Or that vanilla is the best sell-
ing flavor? Or that President 
George Washington spent 
approximately $200 for ice 
cream during the summer of 
1790? Those are just some of 
the facts being celebrated Na-
tional Ice Cream month.

In 1984, President Ronald 
Reagan designated July as 
National Ice Cream Month 
and the third Sunday of the 
month as National Ice Cream 
Day. He recognized ice cream 
as a fun and nutritious food 

that is enjoyed by a full 90 
percent of the nation’s popu-
lation. 

The first official account of 
ice cream in the New World 
comes from a letter written in 
1744 by a guest of Maryland 
Governor William Bladen. 
The first advertisement for 
ice cream in this country ap-
peared in the New York Ga-
zette on May 12, 1777, when 
confectioner Philip Lenzi an-
nounced that ice cream was 
available “almost every day.” 
Besides Washington spending 

Summer Celebrations 
in July
By Judy Reed

We are at the midway mark of 
summer, so that means another 
round of Summer Celebrations, 
right here in Cedar Springs. 

The Cedar Springs Area Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold their 
second round of Community Sum-
mer Celebrations from Monday, 
July 15, to Sunday, July 21. Each 
day there will be various activities 
going on at the Cedar Springs Pub- Sparta fair
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Several injured in Amish 
buggy crash

A spectacular July 4th celebration

Carnival rides, food, and fun were on the menu at this years’ Sand Lake Fourth of July celebration. Post photos by J. Reed.

It was a sizzling, spectac-
ular Fourth of July celebra-
tion all across Michigan last 

week. Sand Lake celebrated 
their 150th, with a carnival, 
food booths, rodeo, demo-

lition derby, three different 
parades, fireworks, bands, 
and more.

We asked readers on our 
Facebook page to send us 
their photos of them cel-

ebrating Fourth of July 
events (wherever they 
were), and they sent us 

some great photos. Turn to 
page 8 to see how everyone 
celebrated!

Six children were treated 
at Helen DeVos Children’s 
hospital last week after a 
car hit the Amish buggy 
they were riding in.

According to the Mecos-
ta County Sheriff’s Office, 
the crash occurred at 10:10 
p.m. on July 3, on 5 Mile 
Rd near 165th Avenue. 
Deputies who investigated 
the crash said that a west-
bound vehicle driven by a 
Cedar Springs man struck 
the horse drawn buggy car-
rying 8 people. The buggy 
was also westbound.

A 10 year-old female pas-
senger of the horse drawn 
buggy was transported by 
EMS and then air lifted 
by Aeromed to Spectrum 
Health Butterworth Hospi-
tal in Grand Rapids for life 

SUMMER - continues on page 17
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Two injured 
in crash on 
14 Mile Rd

A rollover crash on 14 Mile Rd at Ramsdell 
sent two people to the hospital on Thursday, 
July 11, one of them with critical injuries.

Beer gets gold medal

BUSINESS - page 11

Sizzling summer temperatures 
continue to rise
High temps of 95, with heat indices in the 100s this weekend

Photo courtesy of US National Weather Service Grand Rapids.

By Judy Reed

Statements from both the 
Kent County Health Depart-
ment and the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services are warning residents 

of the need to be aware of the 
dangers of heatstroke and de-
hydration as temperatures and 
humidity continue to rise. 

“We collectively waited 
much of the year in anticipa-
tion of warm weather, but this 

week may be a little too warm 
for comfort. On Wednesday, 
July 17, 2019, daytime tem-
peratures will near and surpass 
90 degrees, with predicted 
highs of 95 degrees on Thurs-
day–Saturday. It will also be 

very humid, which will in-
crease the discomfort,” said 
Kent County Emergency Man-
ager Lt. Lou Hunt.

“It’s important Michigan-
ders stay hydrated and out of 

Imperial Gunworx, in the Village of Sparta, was 
broken into early Sunday morning and 19 hand-
guns were stolen. Photo from Woodtv.com.

Arrests 
made in 
gun thefts

Four people have been arrested in connection 
with gun thefts last Sunday in both Sparta and 
Kentwood.

According to the Kent County Sheriff’s Office, 
they assisted the Sparta Police Department on 
Sunday, July 14, at 3:33 a.m. at a breaking and 
entering at Imperial Gunworx, at 134 E. Division 
in the Village of Sparta. Four suspects forced en-
try into the store using concrete slabs and bricks 
to shatter the glass in the front door, and then 
shattered the glass in the display case. They stole 
19 handguns.

Another gun store, Armory Valentine, in Kent-
wood, was also broken into the early morning 

Moon landing: 50th anniversary

S11-40-5874 (20 July 1969) --- Astronaut Edwin E. Aldrin Jr., lunar module pilot of the first lunar 
landing mission, poses for a photograph beside the deployed United States flag during Apollo 11 
extravehicular activity (EVA) on the lunar surface. The Lunar Module (LM) is on the left, and the 
footprints of the astronauts are clearly visible in the soil of the moon. Astronaut Neil A. Armstrong, 
commander, took this picture with a 70mm Hasselblad lunar surface camera. While astronauts Arm-
strong and Aldrin descended in the LM the “Eagle” to explore the Sea of Tranquility region of the 
moon, astronaut Michael Collins, command module pilot, remained with the Command and Service 
Modules (CSM) “Columbia” in lunar orbit.

By Judy Reed

Do you know what you were doing on July 
20, 1969? There’s a good possibility that if you 
were alive, you were doing the same thing that 
600,000 other people were doing—watching 
the television with great anticipation as astro-
nauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Al-
drin Jr. took those important first steps on to 
the moon’s surface six hours after landing. As 
Armstrong said, it was “one small step for (a) 
man, one giant leap for mankind.” 

It took over 400,000 people working behind 
the scenes to enable the three astronauts—
Armstrong, Aldrin and Michael Collins—to 
land on the moon. It was one of the greatest 
adventures our country has ever pulled off. 
And we all felt like we had a ringside seat.

It was an exciting time in our history and 
you can relive it as NASA celebrates the his-
toric mission. On Friday, July 19 at 1 p.m. 
EDT, NASA celebrates the 50th anniversa-
ry of Apollo 11 and looks to exploration 
of the Moon and Mars in a live, two-hour 
broadcast. NASA TV will air Apollo 11 
programming all week including replays of 
the original historic Moon landing footage on 
July 20. Go to www.nasa.gov for complete 
coverage and a schedule for all the special 
events they will be showing on NASA TV 
(which is on the website).

SIZZLING- continues on page 15

According to the Michigan State Police 
Rockford Post, the crash occurred about 3:56 
p.m. They determined that the driver of a 2010 
Kia was traveling on Ramsdell and failed to 
yield to westbound traffic on 14 Mile Road. The 
Kia entered the intersection and was struck by 
a westbound 2018 Ford Taurus. The Kia then 
rolled, trapping the occupants inside. 

Courtland Township Fire extricated the two 
occupants of the Kia, and both were transported 
to the hospital. At the time, the passenger was 
transported with critical injuries, and the driver 
with minor injuries. 

Assisting MSP at the crash scene was the 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office, Courtland Fire 
and Rescue, and Rockford Ambulance. The 
crash is still under investigation. No other de-
tails have been released.

Creative Tech-
nologies Academy 
Superintendent Dan 
George was sitting at 
a table with his wife 
Debi and her parents 
waiting for food in 
Kelly’s Restaurant at 
about 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, July 22, when a 
pickup truck came 
crashing through the 
wall behind him. He 
took a direct hit to the 
back.

According to the 
Kent County Sher-
iff’s Office, an elderly 
couple from Grand Rap-
ids was in the truck when 
the male driver, in his 80s, 
accidentally hit the gas in-
stead of the brake and ran 
his truck into the building. 

According to Fire Chief 
Marty Fraser, one of the 
people at the table went to 
the hospital via ambulance 

(Dan George) and the oth-
ers refused medical at the 
scene.

In a Facebook post, 
George wrote that, “the 
pain will go away at some 
point, but I had a sharp re-
minder of the fragility of 
life last night. A difference 
of a few inches could have 
yielded vastly different re-
sults.” 

George noted that he mi-
raculously had no broken 
bones, but did have severe-
ly bruised ribs from the 
crash. “But they will heal. 
God is good,” he wrote.

According to Chief Fra-
ser, the point of impact 
is the same exact spot 
that another vehicle went 
through the wall at Kelly’s 
back in February.
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Weekend storms classified as derechos

Tree down on Oak Street in Sand Lake. 
Photo courtesy of the Hardin family.

This tree at the corner of Second and Beech Streets in Cedar Springs was toppled by the storm. 
Post photo by J. Reed.

The Springs Church sign blew over in the storm. 
Post photo by J. Reed.

Tree down at Pine Lake. Photo courtesy of Carol Cherry.

By Judy Reed

The early Saturday morning 
storms that caused residents to 
lose power for as many as four 
days, have officially been clas-
sified as derechos by NOAA and 
Storm Prediction Center, accord-
ing to Fox 17 meteorologist Kevin 
Craig. 

A derecho is a long-lived wind-
storm with winds of 58 mph min-
imum, and usually more.  The one 
we just have swept across five 
states. Wind gusts of 60-70 mph 
were measured as the line went 
through Muskegon, Ottawa, and 
Kent counties. The hardest hit area 
was near Jenison, MI where an 

NWS Damage Survey determined 
peak wind gusts broached 80 mph 
in a microburst. 

The most recent derecho before 
this was on May 31, 1998 when 
straight line winds swept across 
the area, taking down trees every-
where.

The storms on July 19-20 oc-
curred on the hottest days of the 
summer, when the heat index was 
in the 100s, and left more than 
220,000 people without power, 
according to Consumers Ener-
gy. The hardest hit areas were in 
Kent County, where over 50,000 
lost power. There were also 2,800 
downed wires. CE called for help 

Customer hurt when car 
crashes into restaurant
By Judy Reed

Fire burns mobile home

A firefighter works to put out the fire in the back of this mobile home Monday. Post photo by J. Reed.

An elderly driver who hit the gas instead of the brake drove his 
truck through the wall at Kelly’s restaurant Monday evening.

 Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

An early afternoon fire de-
stroyed the back end of a mo-
bile home and took the lives of 
two pets living there Monday.

According to Solon Town-
ship’s Deputy Fire Chief Chris 
Paige, they were dispatched 
to the fire on Hemlock Ave-
nue in White Creek Country 

Estates at 1:36 p.m. Monday, 
July 22. Surrounding fire de-
partments that supplied mu-
tual aid included Algoma, Ce-
dar Springs, and Sand Lake. 
Rockford Ambulance was 
there on standby.

Paige said that when they 
arrived, they found heavy fire 
coming from the rear of the 
residence. There was no one 

home at the time. Neighbors 
told the Post that the woman 
who owned the home was at 
work. Her two cats unfortu-
nately did not make it out of 
the home.

Paige said it appeared that 
the fire started in the rear of 
the mobile home, but the cause 
is still under investigation. 

Have you seen 
this man?

Michigan State Po-
lice Troopers from 
the Lakeview Post are 
looking for Eric David 
Kramer, 45, of Sidney 
Township. He is wanted 
for allegedly assaulting 
his wife and threatening 
to kill her with a hand-
gun over the weekend.

Troopers responded 
to the felonious assault 
call involving a firearm on Carlson Rd north of 
W. Sidney Rd at about 2 a.m., Sunday, September 
1. 

The investigation found that Kramer had as-
saulted his wife, Jennifer Callaghan. He threat-
ened her at her residence on Carlson Rd with 
what was said to be a five-shot revolver hand-
gun, with white handle. He pointed the handgun 
at her and advised that “either he or she would 
die tonight.” Kramer then grabbed her by the hair 
and dragged her to her car where he then struck 
her with the revolver on the left temple causing 
injury. He continued to assault her by throwing 
her on the ground and forcing his body weight on 
her. Jennifer was able to get back into the vehicle 
and drive off. Kramer then got into his vehicle 
and left the residence. Jennifer followed him but 
disengaged at southbound M-66 and Sidney Rd. 
Troopers searched several locations in the area, 
however Kramer was unable to be located.

Kramer was said to be driving a 2014 Toyo-
ta Camry, white in color, bearing Georgia plate 
RAX2688. Vehicle was also said to have a sheet 
metal union workers sticker in the back window.

Suspect is believed to be armed and dangerous. 
If located please use caution.

State Police were assisted on scene by, Mont-
calm EMS and Montcalm County Central Dis-
patch.
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BOND - continues on page 17

FOOTBALL - continues on page 14

Cedar Springs wins home opener over Swan Valley
By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs has not been shy about 
opening their football seasons by play-
ing strong opponents. And this year was 
no exception. Last year, they traveled to 
Saginaw and lost a tough first game to 
the Saginaw Swan Valley Vikings (21-
12), a Division 5 team that consistently 
appears in the playoffs. This year they 
took on the Vikings again, but this time 
on Red Hawk turf and came away with a 
solid 34-21 win.

The game was scheduled for last 
Thursday evening, August 29, but due to 
lightning and storms, it was continually 
delayed and then finally postponed to 
Friday, August 30, at 3 p.m.

Swan Valley scored the first touch-
down of the game with 3:46 left in the 
first quarter, when Viking Khyree Harris 
ran right for a 26-yard touchdown. The 
extra point kick by Easton Goldensoph 
was good, making the score 7-0, Vikings.

Swan Valley scored again with 8:43 
left in the second quarter, when quarter-
back Avery Goldensoph passed to Trent 
Alworden for a 35-yard touchdown. The 
extra point kick was no good, making the 
score Swan Valley 13, Cedar Springs 0.

Red Hawk quarterback Jeremy Champione, a junior, runs with the ball against Saginaw Swan Valley. Photo by Rob and Kelly Lalone.

“ “I’m proud of how our kids hung in early, 
took their best shot and responded by getting 
a tough victory under adverse circumstances—
Coach Gus Kapolka.

Eric David Kramer

Voters to consider school bond proposal
Come November 5, the 

Board of Education at Cedar 
Springs Public Schools is ask-
ing residents of the school dis-
trict to weigh in on what they 
are calling the first significant 
investment in school facilities 
in over 15 years. That was 
when they built the current 
middle school.

“Our facilities require a sig-
nificant capital investment in 
response to depreciation over 
time and steady increases in 
projected enrollment,” they 

wrote in a press release about 
the proposal.

Voters will be asked to ap-
prove a tax levy of 7.9 mills 
over the next eighteen years. If 
the bond proposal is approved 
by voters, it will provide 
$81,150,000 for district-wide 
improvements. The owner of 
a home with a market value of 
$150,000 would receive a tax 
increase of approximately $70 
per year. 

The bond proposal is part of 
a long-term plan for district 

facilities. In 2016, the District 
partnered with GMB Architec-
ture and Engineering to assess 
each of the schools. Their find-
ings were used to determine 
and prioritize a list of facility 
needs throughout the District. 

The bond proposal includes 
building and site improve-
ments, such as upgrading me-
chanical systems and building 
management systems for en-
ergy efficiency; and invest-
ing in capital improvements 
– boilers, unit ventilators, and 

roofing, as needed. Safety and 
security, and improving the 
learning environments is also 
a big part of the proposal.

“What is most exciting for 
our community is that this pro-
posal will enhance the learning 
environment for students in 
each of our schools,” said Su-
perintendent Scott Smith.

Smith explained the plans 
for each of the schools un-
der the bond proposal. 
Cedar Trails: “Starting at Ce-

FALL SPORTS 

SCHEDULES
pages 7-13

L to R: Pastor Jason Noble, John Smith, and his mother, Joyce Smith shared 
their story with the audience at the Breakthrough events. Courtesy photos

Do you know of someone 
that was an athlete or coach 
at Cedar Springs High School 
that excelled in their position, 
or went on to excel in sports 
outside of high school? That 
person might be a good candi-
date for the newly established 
Cedar Springs High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

The Cedar Springs Athletic 
Leadership Council (ALC), 
which is made up of student 
athletes and overseen by 
teacher Justin Harnden, has 
been working on this new Hall 
of Fame to “recognize and hon-
or those Cedar Springs High School 
athletes, coaches, administrators, vol-
unteers, and supporters who excelled 
in their respective sports or coaching/
support roles.”

The student athletes have been 
working on the Hall of Fame for the 
last year—researching what other 
schools do, what Cedar Springs had 

By Judy Reed 

The Sidney Township 
man wanted by police for 
assaulting his wife and 
threatening to kill her with 
a handgun was arrested in 
Iowa last week after a 9-1/2 
hour standoff.

According to Sgt. Alex 
Dinkla with the Iowas State 
Patrol, the standoff began 
about 5:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, September 4. Troopers 
knew Eric David Kramer, 
45, had active warrants, 
and acting on a tip, set up in 
the area where he would be 
traveling, on Highway 370 
near the Iowa-Nebraska 
state line.

As soon as Kramer was 
stopped, Dinkla said that he 
displayed a handgun and put 
it to his head. Officers tried 
to negotiate with him to sur-
render, and a special Iowa 
State Police negotiator was 

also brought in. However, 
they were unsuccessful, and 
about 3 p.m. the ISP tacti-
cal team deployed chemical 
agents into the vehicle, and 
Kramer then exited the ve-
hicle without the gun and 
was taken into custody.

It all started on Sunday, 
September 1, when Mich-
igan State Police Troopers 
from the Lakeview Post 
responded to the felonious 
assault call involving a fire-
arm on Carlson Rd north 
of W. Sidney Rd at about 2 

Montcalm fugitive 
arrested in Iowa
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Community rallies to 
Breakthrough events 

Many people here in Cedar 
Springs had never heard of the 
miraculous true story behind the 
movie Breakthrough, until last 

weekend. That’s when they not 
only got to see the movie, which 
is a Fox/Disney production now 
out on DVD—but they got to 

meet the real life char-
acters as well.

The movie tells the 
story of the miraculous 
recovery of 14-year-
old John Smith, who 
fell through the ice on a 
lake in St. Louis, Mis-
souri in 2015. He was 
underwater for 15 min-
utes—and had no pulse 
for an hour. It was then 
that his mother prayed 
for Jesus to send his 
Holy Spirit and bring 
her boy back to life—
and he did. But that 
was just the beginning 
of an amazing story.

A group of communi-
ty leaders here in Cedar 
Springs wanted to give 
people the opportunity 

to see the movie and hear this in-
spirational story, so they created 
a weekend of events and brought 
the three main real life characters 
from the movie here to tell their 
story.

Last weekend’s Breakthrough 
events totaled almost 1,000 at-
tendees. The events were coordi-
nated by a Breakthrough Commit-
tee comprised of representatives 
from En Gedi, City Impact, Res-
urrection Life Church Rockford, 
and The Springs Church along 
with additional support from 
numerous community members, 
businesses, and organizations. 

The first of three events took 
place at the new community am-
phitheater located in the down-
town Heart of Cedar Springs 
Park just west of the Communi-
ty Library on Saturday evening. 
City Impact’s monthly worship 
service began at 5 p.m. A free 
roasted pig and hot dog dinner 

Nature Niche

OUTDOORS - page 9

                        EVENTS - continues on page 5

Eric David Kramer

Students to create Athletic Hall 
of Fame
By Judy Reed

These Athletic Leadership Conference students spoke at the board meeting Monday evening. 
From L to R: Kaden Liggett, Kaylie Andres, Harlow Hovarter, Desiree Wise.

before, planning how the nomination 
process will work, how the nominees 
will be elected, where it will be in the 
school. They will also design it and 
promote it as well.

Harnden said he knew they used to 
have something honoring athletes at 
the old high school (Red Hawk Ele-
mentary) and they had tried to find out 

what happened to it. He said his un-
derstanding was that it was more like 
press clippings and other things hon-
oring the athletes, such as trophies. 
“This Hall of Fame will be something 
bigger and more prestigious—some-
thing at a higher level,” he explained.

Four of the students working on the 
                                 ATHLETIC- continues on page 5

School saves taxpayers $500,000 by 
refinancing bonds
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First queen recalls pageantRed Flannel 
to celebrate 
80 years

The first Red Flannel Queen, Maxine Smith Townsend, tries on a pair of the red 
longjohns that made Cedar Springs famous. This photo was taken in 1939. 

Warm days and chilly nights, football, 
leaves beginning to change color—it all can 
mean only one thing—fall is almost here and 
it’s Red Flannel Festival time again! And not 
only is it that time again, it’s a milestone year. 
It was exactly 80 years ago that our town cel-
ebrated the first ever Red Flannel Festival. To 
celebrate that, the Post will be running a few 
articles that are oldies but goodies over the 
next few weeks—articles that will give you 
some insight on what it was like way back 
then, and how it came to be. The first one we 
are running this week on page one—Memo-
ries of the first Red Flannel Queen.

In line with the 80th celebration is this year’s 
theme: Still going 80—celebrating 80 years! 
According to RFF president Nancy Deyman, 
Rose Powell came up with this year’s theme. 
Brynadette Powell created the initial rough 
draft design of the logo, and artist Doris Vin-
ton created the final design. 

The fun once again covers two weekends: 
September 27-28, and September October 
4-5.

There will be a Silent Light Parade on 
the evening of September 27 after the foot-

This article is a 
partial reprint of an 
article that appeared 
in the Cedar Springs 
Clipper on October 4, 
1977, 38 years after 
the first Red Flannel 
Festival.

Maxine Smith 
Townsend, the first 
Red Flannel Queen, 
lives quietly with her 
husband in nearby 
Rockford. 

Mrs. Townsend was 
16 when she became 
Red Flannel Queen 
in 1939. A tiny 4-foot 
10-inches, she ap-
peared in the contest 
in a hunting outfit. 
Because of her small 
stature, she recalls, “I 
had a problem with 
those hunting clothes.” 
Fitting men’s hunt-
ing garb on a 4-foot 
10-inch frame was far 
from easy she says.

“I remember look-
ing at all of us in those 
hunting clothes,” Mrs. 
Townsend says, “and 
wondering how the 
judges could even tell 
us apart.” 

The next year Red Flannel 
Queen contestants appeared in 
long gowns.

In 1939, Mrs. Townsend says 
Cedar Springs businessmen 
picked a girl to sponsor as a con-
test entry. Selection, she says, 
was mainly based on interviews.

As Red Flannel Queen, she not 
only presided over the Red Flan-
nel Day festivities, but also pre-
sented red flannels to Michigan 

Governor Lurel Dickinson, who 
passed them on to his legal ad-
visor, Judge Emerson R. Boyles. 
Dickinson’s summation of red 
flannel underwear: “It itches.”

During the year she rode the 
Snow Train to Petoskey for the 
Winter Sports Festival. Cedar 
Springs residents had chartered a 
car, she recalls. At Petoskey, she 
presented red flannels to Snow 
Queen Adelyne Eustrom.

She has fond memories of the 
Clipper Girls, Nina Babcock and 
the late Grace Hamilton, credit-
ed with starting the Red Flannel 
celebration.

“The Clipper Girls were 
dolls,” Mrs. Townsend says, 
“just terrific.”

Many thanks to Leonard Cad-
well for bringing in this issue of 
the Cedar Springs Clipper.

On Tuesday, September 
10, 2019, Cedar Springs 
Public Schools successfully 
refinanced its School Loan 
Revolving Fund (SLRF) 
Balance, and saved the tax-
payers over $500,000 in in-
terest payments.

The District received its 
“AA” rating on the Michi-
gan School Loan Qualifica-
tion Program and an “A+” 
underlying district rating 
from Standard and Poor’s. 
The underlying rating re-
flects the District’s stable 
economy and a strong mar-
ket value per capita, coupled 
with access to the greater 
Grand Rapids area. Steady 
enrollment projections, two 
consecutive audited general 
fund surpluses and moder-
ate debt with above-average 

amortization were also con-
tributing factors.

The day of pricing saw 
stable market conditions. 
The bonds, which have a 
final maturity of November 
1, 2026, attracted interest 
from multiple investors, 
which is a strong indication 
that the Board and Adminis-
tration are responsibly man-
aging the District’s financ-
es. The Board of Education 
recognized the opportunity 
to save taxpayer dollars and 
took advantage of a great 
bond climate for issuers.  

“Many other districts 
throughout the state are 
now following our lead 
and taking advantage of 
the great rate climate and 
are refunding their SLRF 
balances,” explained Cedar 

Springs Schools Superin-
tendent Scott Smith. “Our 
goal is to be good stewards 
of the dollars provided to 
us by local taxes. The com-
munity and School District 
should be very pleased with 
the results of the bond sale.”

The federally taxable 
2019 bonds were refunded 
in the amount of $6,100,000 
at a lower interest rate for 
seven years. 

“The School District was 
able to save over $504,000 
in interest payments for our 
taxpayers with a new true 
interest rate of 2.18 percent. 
The SBLF current variable 
rate is 3.40 percent and has 
a minimum 3.00 percent 
interest rate for the fund. 
The difference between 
the SBLF rate and the new 

fixed true inter-
est rate of 2.18% is the 
recognized savings,” ex-
plained Smith.

Smith added that as the 
District faces an upcoming 
bond proposal, it is im-
portant to note that Cedar 
Springs Public Schools is 
an attractive place for in-
vestors. “Responsible fi-
nancial stewardship will 
serve Cedar Springs Public 
Schools well as it looks to 

enhance the fa-
cilities used by our stu-

dents and community.”
If you have any questions 

related to the 2019 refund-
ing, please contact Scott 
Smith, Superintendent, at 
616-696-1204 ext. 1004 or 
via email at scott.smith@
csredhawks.org.   

CTA - page 18

Boys soccer

did miscalculate. Here we 
are on the eve of another Red 
Flannel Festival.

Do you recall the early days 
of the lumberjack supper? 
Crisp fried salt pork, milk gra-

vy, boiled potatoes, corn bread, 
applesauce. Those first sup-
pers were served in the Solon 
Township hall on Main Street, 
in the building now housing 
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The festival—a look back
By Nina Babcock

The Post travels to the 
Grand Canyon

The Post traveled to the Grand Can-
yon at the end of August with Saman-
tha Avery, of Cedar Springs. But it 
wasn’t just a vacation; it was actually 
done as part of a charity fundraiser for 
the Project Athena Foundation.

“I hiked the Grand Canyon rim to 
rim from the south rim to the north rim, 
which is about 25 miles...about 9 miles 
down, across the bottom ‘box’ of the 
canyon, and up about 14.5 miles with 
about 6,000ft of elevation gain,” ex-

Governor William Milliken gives Nina Babcock an award naming her 
Ambassador or Michigan tourism. From the book “The Making of a 
Town—A Historical Journey Through Cedar Springs, Michigan, 1857-1970” 
by the Cedar Springs Historical Society.

This story was first 
printed in the Cedar 
Springs Clipper on 
October 4, 1977. Nina 
Babcock and Grace 
Hamilton owned the 
newspaper and were 
instrumental in having 
our town be known 
for Red Flannels, and 
in the creation of the 
Red Flannel Festival 
in 1939.

You’ve gone a long 
way…Red Flan-
nels…a long, long 
way. None of us  here 
at the beginning could 
envision what the 
years would bring 35 
years and more.

When red flannels 
burst on the scene in 
our small town, the 
attention of the news 
media was focused 
on us. We had advice 
from metropolitan pa-
pers and nationally cir-
culated magazines.

Their advice was: 
“You’ve got some-
thing there in Cedar 
Springs. It can mean a 
lot of publicity for your 
town. Play it hard for 
five years, that is about 
how long it will  last.” 
Oh, shades of error!

Through the years 
Cedar Springs and its 
red flannel drawers 
have claimed space 
in such publications 
as Life, Reader’s Di-
gest, Time, Kansas 
City Star, International 
Trail, World, Success 
Unlimited, newspapers 
across the country, and on ra-
dio and TV. And folks still get 
a chuckle at the mention of red 
long johns.

Only five years. How they 

Man wanted in bank fraud case

Surveillance photo shows man is shown here 
shopping.

Man has tattoos on his left arm.  Man may be driving a silver car.

Troopers from the Michigan 
State Police Post in Rockford are 
asking for the public’s help to iden-
tify a suspect in a bank fraud case.

Police said the suspect used bank 

cards from a victim’s wallet to 
withdraw over $300 in cash from 
the Chemical Bank in Belmont, 
and then purchased nearly $400 
worth of items at the Walmart store 

in Greenville.
The suspect is a white male with 

tattoos on his left arm and may be 
driving a silver two-door vehicle, 
possibly a Ford Mustang. Anyone 

with information on the identity of 
the suspect is asked to please con-
tact D/Sgt. Denise Bentley or Tpr. 
Jordan Tromp of the MSP Rock-
ford Post at 616-866-4411.

NEWS - page 2-3, 7

TRAVELS - continues on page 19

From the Red Flannel Press, the official publication of the Red Flannel Fes-
tival

Samantha Avery displays her POST at the Grand 
Canyon
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A new queen reigns

Bella Mosqueda (center) was crowned the 2019 Red Flannel Queen. Her court members are 
Makayla Pierce (left) and Paige Marsman (right). Photo by Megan Rosenberger.

The Red Flannel queen contestants with  pageant director Kaleigh Goehler. Photo by Megan 
Rosenberger.

On Saturday, September 
28, the 75th annual Red 
Flannel Queen’s Scholar-

ship Pageant took place at 
Cedar Springs High School. 
Eleven contestants compet-

ed in this year’s pageant, 
which celebrated 80 years 
of the Red Flannel Festival. 

The master of ceremo-
nies for the evening was 
Cedar Springs High School 
teacher, David Stuart. He 
was joined by the 2009 
Red Flannel Queen, Jenna 
Johnson, who returned as 
hostess. 

The pageant was full of 
wonderful moments. The 
contestants all did a won-
derful job answering their 
on stage questions, the 
2019 Prince and Princess 
made an appearance, and 
even the Keystone Kops got 

some time in the spotlight. 
Also, in celebration of the 
75th pageant, over 20 past 
Queens and Court Mem-
bers attended the pageant 
wearing their crowns and 
sashes. All were recognized 
on stage. There was also a 

presentation recognizing 
Cindy Patin, who has vol-
unteered with the Red Flan-
nel Pageant for the past 17 
years, most recently as the 
Queen’s Director. Cindy 
stepped down this year and 
leaves behind a wonderful 
legacy. 

Contestant 6, Nicole 
Baker, was awarded the 

Miss Congeniality Award, 
which is voted on by her 
fellow contestants. Con-
testant 11, Bella Mosque-
da, the daughter of Patrick 
and Catreal Walters, was 
named the 2019 Red Flan-
nel Queen. Named to the 
Queen’s Court was Contes-
tant 8, Makayla Pierce, the 
daughter of Thomas and 

Melinda Pierce; and Con-
testant 5, Paige Marsman, 
the daughter of Chad and 
Teri Marsman. 

The Queen and Court 
will be presiding over Red 
Flannel Day, this Saturday, 
October 5.

Storms cause 
flooding in city

Storms that rolled through area earlier this week caused 
flooding in several areas around the city where Cedar Creek 
overflowed its bed. 

Roads that were flooded included Main Street between Pine 
and Oak Streets; 5th Street between Pine and Cherry; and 
Park Street between Maple and Cherry.

Is it gonna rain on our parade?
More rain is expected Thursday. The forecast for 
Saturday, Red Flannel Day, is 60°F and occasional showers.

This photo shows flooding on 5th Street between Pine and 
Cherry Streets. Photo from City of Cedar Springs Facebook page.

Stanton woman killed in crash

A woman was ejected from this vehicle when it left the roadway and rolled 
last Sunday. She died from her injuries. Courtesy photo.

The Montcalm County Sher-
iff’s Office was sent to a one-
car crash near the intersection 
of Grow and Kroman Roads in 
Fairplain Township at approx-
imately 2:06 P.M. on Sunday, 
September 29, 2019. The pas-
senger died as a result of inju-
ries sustained during the crash.

The investigation revealed 
that a black 2008 Pontiac G6 
was traveling south on Grow 
road when the driver, Randy A. 

Wilson, age 36 from Stanton, 
lost control on wet roads. The 
Pontiac left the road to the left 
where it overturned multiple 
times. The passenger, Krista L. 
Kinyon age 35 from Stanton, 
was ejected from the vehicle. 
Kinyon was pronounced dead 
at the scene and Wilson was 
transported to United Memorial 
Hospital in Greenville for treat-
ment of non-life threatening in-
juries. Kinyon was not wearing 

her seatbelt.
The rain and wet roads were a 

contributing factor in the crash.
The Sheriff’s Office was as-

sisted by the Greenville De-
partment of Public Safety, 
Montcalm County Emergency 
Medical Services, Sheridan 
Fire Department, Montcalm 
County Road Commission, and 
the medical examiner’s office.

The crash remains under in-
vestigation.
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A flock of Red Hawks take down Muskegon quarterback Cameron Martinez. Post photo by J. Reed.

Cedar Springs falls to 
Muskegon in District Final

By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs Varsity 
Football team ended a great 
season last weekend with a 
48-10 loss to Muskegon in 
the district final at Grand Ha-

ven. They finished with a 9-2 
record (only one loss during 
the regular season) and went 
undefeated in conference, 
making them the OK White 
Champions two years in a 
row. They went on to beat 

Mount Pleasant in the pre-
district game, and then faced 
Muskegon. For details on 
that game, and teams they 
will face next year, turn to 
page 8.

First snowman 
of the season

This snowman is livin’ the life!
Kerri Mayo shared a Pinterest idea with her aunt, 

Tonnie Smith, last week when the first snow hit. “Her 
re-creation was even better than the original!” said 
Mayo. “She and my uncle did this snowman on their 
deck last week.”

The Smiths reportedly did this at their home near Ce-
dar Springs High School. What a great looking snow-
man!

Send us your snowman and winter fun photos. We 
will use them as space allows. Email them to news@
cedarspringspost.com and give us a description of 
what’s happening and who is in the photo.

OUTDOORS - page 10

Reminder: give 
your input at 
marijuana forums
November 15 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 
December 12 from 5:30 p.m.-7 
p.m. both at the Cedar Springs 
Public Library located at 107 N. 
Main, Cedar Springs.

CBDT celebrates accomplishments
By Carolee Cole

This photo shows some of the wetlands preservation done along Cedar Creek (behind the library) with a $300,000 grant. 

Courtesy photo.

The Community Building 
Development Team (CBDT) 
recently sponsored a Com-
munity Celebration. This 
was an opportunity for com-
munity members to meet 
together, enjoy a generous 
appetizer buffet catered by 
the Red Bird Bistro, and 
hear a presentation regard-

ing the accomplishments of 
the CBDT since its inception 
in 2013 and hear the plans 
for the next few years. The 
Celebration was held at the 
American Legion on Main 
Street in Cedar Springs.

Audience members were 
truly amazed at how much 
had been accomplished over 

the last six years, both obvi-
ous and less obvious. Sonya 
Cronkright recently posted 
this statement online, “What 
a Great Evening it was at 
The Community Celebra-
tion hosted by the CBDT 
tonight. It was so good see-
ing so many familiar fac-
es from the past and many 

dear friends we have shared 
our journey with for more 
than three decades...Thank 
you Red Bird for doing an 
excellent job with catering 
the event as well. MANY 
caring people who did much 
of the foundational work to 
help this city move forward 

The City of Cedar Springs 
wants to hear what citizens 
have to say about whether 
to allow marijuana busi-
nesses in the city, and if 
they do, what type of busi-
nesses they would like to 
see. Citizens can give their 
input at a public forum/
conversation in the first of 

two public meetings at the 
Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary’s community room 
Friday, November 15, from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

“As I stated following the 
City’s decision to opt-out in 
November 2018, the City 
Council is reexamining 

FORUMS- continues on page 12

This home at 13520 Lime Lake was saved by quick work on the part of firefight-
ers. Post photo by J. Reed.

Firefighters from multiple departments were called to the scene of the home on 
Lime Lake Ave. Post photo by J. Reed.

Five different depart-
ments converged on the 
scene of what was reported 
as a possible structure fire at 
13520 Lime Lake in Solon 

Township on Wednesday 
afternoon, November 20.

The caller reported seeing 
flames in the windows.

When Solon Fire arrived 

on scene, they reported 
light smoke coming from 
the home.

Solon requested mutu-
al aid from Algoma, Kent 

City, Sand Lake, and Spar-
ta.

A firefighter on scene said 
that the first ones on scene 
pulled the hose into the 

house and extinguished the 
fire quickly. “It was a good 
save,” he said.

No other details were 
available at press time.

Man dies after car crash
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Cedar Springs Brewing announces 
Küsterer Brauhaus
The brewery is introducing its German-inspired brews to Grand Rapids’s West Side

Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company announced this 
week that they plan to de-
velop a second location on 
the west side of Grand Rap-
ids at 642 Bridge Street, a 
historically German neigh-
borhood in Grand Rapids.

Küsterer Brauhaus will 
join New Holland Brew-
ing Company, Harmony 
Hall, Jolly Pumpkin Artisan 
Ales and the soon-to-come 
Arktos Meadery on Bridge 
Street.

The new location is 
named after Christoph 

Fire department saves home

Marshall Irving Taylor

Kusterer, who immigrat-
ed to Grand Rapids from 
Germany in 1844. Kusterer 
started a brewery in 1847 
less than a mile away from 
what will become Küsterer 
Brauhaus in 2020.

“We’re excited to return 
Küsterer Bier to its histori-
cal roots, just down Bridge 
Street from the location of 
their original brewery and 
into the evolving ‘Brewery 
Row’ on the West Side,” 
said David Ringler, founder 
and Director of Happiness 

This tan impala failed to yield at the stop sign at 16 Mile and North-
land Drive. Post photo by B. Sanderson.

The man driving this black Town and Country van died of injuries he sustained in the crash. 
Post photo by B. Sanderson.

A Rockford man has died 
of injuries he suffered earli-
er this week in a serious car 
crash.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, 

the crash occurred at the 
intersection of 16 Mile and 
Northland Drive about 3:45 
p.m. on Monday Novem-
ber 18. Police said that a 
black Town and Country 

minivan being driven by an 
82-year-old Rockford man 
was headed southbound on 
Northland Dr. His vehicle 
collided with a tan Chevy 
Impala being driven by a 

51-year-old male from Ce-
dar Springs, who was east-
bound on 16 Mile Rd. There 
is a stop sign at 16 Mile Rd.

Police said AeroMed was 
         CRASH - continues on page 5
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Post collecting 
Toys for Tots

Would you like to do 
something special for 
families in need this 
Christmas? You can 
partner with us to pro-
vide toys for children 
in Kent County. The 
Post is participating 
in the Toys for Tots 
program again this 
holiday season, as a 
drop off site for toys. 

Toys for Tots is a 
volunteer organiza-
tion whose goal is 
to collect new, unwrapped toys for 
kids 0-16, and distribute them to children who would not 
otherwise receive a gift during the holiday season. Toys for 
teens are always especially needed.

“This is our 10th year of collecting toys for children who 
might not otherwise get one,” said Post editor Judy Reed. 
“We are humbled and grateful at the community’s response 
to helping others in need, and hope everyone will consider 
giving to this program, which helps less fortunate children 
have a merrier Christmas.”

The program runs now through December 16. Just bring 
a new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36 E. Maple Street 
in Cedar Springs, Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 

Letters to Santa Claus

It’s that time of year again, when kids can’t wait to mail 
their letters to Santa! To help parents out, the Cedar Springs 
Post will have a special North Pole drop box. Every year 
dozens of kids use our special box for express delivery to 
the North Pole, and we make sure Santa reads each and ev-
ery one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa, and may-
be get it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter, 
in the bright red box labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office 
at 36 E. Maple Street. It’s a fun memory for you and your 
child and a great photo opportunity! Or, mail your letter to: 
Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. If you do take a photo of your 
child mailing a letter, you can post it to our facebook page 
or email it to news@cedarspringspost.com.

This house on 12225 Shaner Ave was one of the entries in our Tour of Lights last year. Post photo by B. Sanderson

It’s time for the tour of lights

Some people go crazy at 
Christmas decorating their 
home. But you don’t have to 
go all out to get listed on the 
Cedar Springs Post Annu-

al Tour of Lights! If you’ve 
decorated your home or yard 
with beautiful lights or know 
someone that did, please send 
us the address and we’ll add 

it to our list of places to visit. 
Send the address to news@
cedarspringspost.com with 
“Tour of lights” in the subject 
line, or mail to Tour of Lights, 

c/o The Cedar Springs Post, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. Or, you can call 
us at 696-3655. There is no 
charge to be added. 

Santa Claus is coming!

Santa Claus cuddles a baby after the 2018 tree lighting. Photo courtesy CS Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Are you ready to have 
yourself a merry Christ-
mas Cedar Springs-style? 
Come on out and expe-
rience a day of goodwill 
and cheer on Saturday, De-
cember 7, when the Cedar 
Springs Area Chamber of 
Commerce presents “Come 
Mingle with Kris Kringle.”

The day will run from 9 
a.m. to early evening, with 

various fun, family-friend-
ly, events. The day starts 
with with the Cedar Springs 
Public Library hosting 
their Annual Holiday Open 
House: Winter Wonderland 
A Frozen Adventure on Sat-
urday, December 7, from 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. Join Anna and 
Elsa for storytime occurring 
every 20 minutes through-
out the event, take pictures 

with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
make ornaments/crafts/
Christmas cards, deco-
rate cookies, check out the 
Friends of the Library bake 
sale and more. All ages are 
welcome to attend and ev-
erything is free. You can 
also decorate cookies at the 
Rustic Roof from 12-2, en-
joy a story time with Mrs. 

Photo courtesy of S. Read.

page 16

By Judy Reed

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police Hart Post 
are investigating the death 
of an Ensley Township man 

whose body was found after 
his mobile home burned.

According to Sand Lake 
Fire Chief Ed Holtzlander, 
they were dispatched at 
12:23 a.m. on Friday, No-

vember 29, to a fully en-
gulfed residential fire at 
9300 E. 128th St. in Ensley 
Township, Newaygo Coun-
ty. 

Both Sand Lake and Grant 

Fire Departments battled 
the blaze at the single-wide 
mobile home. After the fire 
was extinguished, firefight-
ers found the 59-year-old 
resident and only occupant 

of the home, Rodolfo Que-
sada, deceased. The MSP 
said he was identified using 
fingerprint identification 
technology.
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CTA school leader 
announces 
retirement
By Judy Reed

Dan George, 
the Superin-
tendent/School 
Leader for Cre-
ative Technol-
ogies Academy 
(CTA), recently 
announced he 
is retiring from 
the position he 
has held for 10-
1/2 years once 
this school year 
ends.

The school, 
located at 350 Pine Street, is a self-managed non-profit 
public school academy (charter school) that has 312 stu-
dents in K-12 and 16 preschool students.

“It has been my honor to serve this Academy as the Su-
perintendent/School Leader since January 4, 2010,” he 
wrote in a CTA Facebook post. “I’m announcing my retire-
ment effective June 30, 2020 and the job posting to find my 
replacement is on our website. I’m confident the board will 
have a well-qualified pool of applicants and will select a 
leader to guide CTA into some exciting times.

“We have accomplished much together over the last ten 
years. You can be very proud of the school and culture you 
have helped to build. I am so very grateful for the support 
of our families, parents and students, my staff, board mem-
bers, and the community. I will not be a lame duck for the 
rest of this year and I promise I will not stop working on 
CTA’s behalf after I leave the Superintendent position. I will 
always be an advocate for kids, especially these kids. I’m 
excited to see the dreams, now plans, and soon construction 
of new facilities and renovation of the existing. I’m also 
excited, if a bit apprehensive, to go after new challenges in 
this next phase of life. I would appreciate your thoughts and 

CTA Superintendent Dan George will retire 
in June. Facebook photo.

Fire destroys theater group’s 
warehouse

Fire destroyed this warehouse used by the Flat River Community Players earlier this week. FRCP Facebook photo.

By Judy Reed

A Greenville theater 
group is looking to replace 
many of their props, sets, 
and costumes after the 
warehouse they used to 
store the items they use in 
their performances burned 
down in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning, Decem-
ber 3.

The Flat River Communi-
ty Players posted the news 
on Facebook Wednesday 
morning. “It’s with a sad 
heart that I write this post 
but only moments ago we 
were informed that the 

warehouse containing all 
our props, costumes and set 
pieces has burned down. 
A large piece of our [com-
munity’s] history has been 
erased. We will keep ev-
eryone posted on details as 
soon as learn more.”

The fire started about 
2:10 a.m. at the old ware-
house located at N. Clay 
and E. Charles St.  Four fire 
departments fought the fire.

The theater group has 
been using the building to 
store items for the last 15 
years, a FRCP spokesper-
son told the Post. The ware-
house reportedly contained 

all the costumes and props 
from close to 45 years of 
productions. The Flat Riv-
er Community Players 
have performed hundreds 
of plays for the Greenville 
Community, according to a 
gofundme page created to 
help the group replace the 
props and costumes that 
were destroyed. At press 
time Wednesday evening, 
$3,790 of the $5,000 had 
been raised. You can visit 
the page at gf.me/v/c/697/
rebuilding-flat-river-com-
munity-players-props.

People and other theater 
groups stepped forward to 

help the group with cer-
tain costumes needed for 
the play they are perform-
ing this weekend and next 
weekend, “A Christmas 
Story—the musical.” Their 
props and sets were report-
edly already at the Green-
ville Area Community Cen-
ter, where they perform. 
The performances will be 
on Friday, December 6 and 
Saturday, December, both 
at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, De-
cember 8 at 2 p.m.; and Fri-
day, December 13, and Sat-
urday, December 14, both at 
7:30 p.m.

PLUS much more

Police investigating possible fire fatality

The resident of this mobile home was found dead after a fire destroyed his home in the early morning hours last Friday, November 29. Courtesy photo.

By Judy Reed

Hundreds of people turned out 
last Saturday, December 7, to en-
joy the variety of events planned 
for Mingle with Kris Kringle—A 
Cedar Springs Christmas.

The Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary kicked off the day with 
their “Frozen” event from 9 to 
noon. Princesses Anna and Elsa 
were on hand to greet and en-

tertain the children. They did 
five different shows for them, 
and children were able to make 
a craft or talk to Santa and Mrs. 
Clause. Library Director Donna 
Clark said that they had 610 peo-
ple attend the event.

Following the library event 
there was also cookie decorating 
at the Rustic Roof, and story time 
with Mrs. Claus at Perry’s Place 
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New Catholic Church opens in Cedar Springs

Most Reverend David 
J. Walkowiak joined the 
Catholic community of St. 
John Paul II Parish in Cedar 
Springs to bless and dedicate 
their new church on Sunday, 
Dec. 1. The dedication took 
place during the 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Mass at the new 
church (3110 17 Mile Road, 
Cedar Springs). Around 375 
people attended this beauti-
ful celebration.

“In the spirit of their patron 
Saint John Paul II, the faith-
ful of this parish have a vig-
orous missionary spirit and 
love which readily brings 
others to Christ,” said Bish-
op Walkowiak. “I am excited 
to join them in dedicating 

this new church which will 
allow them to continue this 
strong growth of the Catho-
lic faith in West Michigan.”

St.John Paul II Parish had 
been holding their services 
in the former Pioneer Chris-
tian Reformed Church prior 
to building this new church 
on the same lot.

“From humble beginnings, 
the parish has blossomed 
into a warm and welcoming 
community of believers! 
How grateful I am to the 
Lord and to those who have 
joined the parish over the last 
six years,” said Father Lam 
Le, pastor of St. John Paul II 
Parish. “The Dedication of a 
Church also provides an op-

portunity for current and fu-
ture members of this parish 
to recommit themselves to 
the parish’s mission—to be 
the hands and feet of Christ.”

The new church is 9,360 
square feet on the main 
floor with an additional 500 
square feet in a lower level. 
Ground was broken on Au-
gust 19, 2018 for the new 
church. AMDG was the ar-
chitect and designer of the 
project while Erhardt Con-
struction was responsible 
for construction. The new 
church will seat 350 people 
with the ability to grow in 
the future.

The existing church will 
be designated as a chapel for 

weddings, funerals, and dai-
ly Mass, which is celebrated 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
at 12 Noon. The facilities 
will continue to be utilized 
as the faith formation and 
outreach center of the par-
ish, including God’s Potluck, 
a free meal offered to the 
community every Tuesday at 
5:30pm.

St. John Paul II Parish is 
clustered with Mary Queen 
of Apostles in Sand Lake and 
is responsible for the mis-
sion church of St. Margaret 
in Harvard and its cemetery. 
The parish serves approxi-
mately 400 registered fami-
lies and is expected to grow 
to more than 600 families in 

upcoming years.
Financial support for the 

construction of the new 
church was raised through 
the Growing in God’s Merci-
ful Love Capital Stewardship 
Campaign. The stewardship 
campaign has raised $1.6 
million out of its $2 million 
goal. 

The parish community is 
looking forward to welcom-
ing any friends and visitors 
who would like to join them 
on the journey of being the 
hands and feet of Christ. 
Sunday Masses are celebrat-
ed on Saturday at 4 p.m. and 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

The beautiful sanctuary in the new church. Courtesy photo.
The new church building for St. John Paul II Parish was dedicated December 1. It is 
located just west of Meijer on 17 Mile Rd. in Solon Township. Courtesy photo.

This house on 17 Mile Rd, just west of Red Pine, is one of the 
entries in our Tour of Lights.

Some people go crazy at Christmas decorating their 
home. But you don’t have to go all out to get listed on the 
Cedar Springs Post Annual Tour of Lights! If you’ve dec-
orated your home or yard with beautiful lights or know 
someone that did, please send us the address and we’ll add 
it to our list of places to visit. Send the address to news@
cedarspringspost.com with “Tour of lights” in the subject 
line, or mail to Tour of Lights, c/o The Cedar Springs Post, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Or, you can call us 
at 696-3655. There is no charge to be added. Turn to page 
22 for our list so far.

It’s time for the 
tour of lights

Families enjoy holiday event

Santa and Mrs. Claus in the Christmas parade on Second Street as t hey 
approach the Heart of Cedar Springs park. Post photo by J. Reed.

The new permanent Christmas tree in the Heart of 
Cedar Springs.
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CSY wrestlers at Montague

Sparty and Montague 
results for WMP

Varsity wrestlers win 
championships

Senior Corey Dymerski battles for position against Matt Hawley of Tri-County. The Red Hawks 
held on to the Tri-Springs trophy for the third consecutive year.

By Barbra Chong

Holiday wrestling 
brought West Michigan 
Pursuit to the Lansing Cen-
ter for the Sparty event. 

On Friday, December 
20, they held the school-
based duals. WMP had four 
grapplers competing. 54 lb 
Carter Giles, 72 lb Evan 
Andrews and 77 lb Kamden 
Witte wrestled for Green-
ville. 77 lb Josh Vasquez 
wrestled for Grandville. 
Giles went 5-0; Andrews 
went 5-0; Witte won a 
match and Vasquez went 
5-0. Greenville finished 4th 
in their pool and 13th over-
all. Giles also earned “Top 
Gun” award for most pins 
in the fastest time. Grand-
ville finished 4th in their 
pool and 15th overall. 

On Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, were the individual 
events. WMP entered 21 
grapplers to compete, and 
11 finished in the top four. 
80 lb Josh Vasquez, 15U 
and 52/58 lb Kassie Sapp, 
Girls 10U were our Cham-
pions of the day. Sapp also 
earned “Top Gun” award 
for most pins in the fastest 
time. 80 lb Luke Egan, 12U; 
76 lb Quinten Cassiday, 
12U; 107 lb Blake Peasley, 
12U and 95/100 lb Ayden 

McClurken all finished 2nd. 
52/55 lb Ethan VanDyke, 
6U and 54 lb Brody Com-
pau, 10U both finished 3rd. 
64 lb Dylan Russo, 8U; 54 
lb Carter Giles, 10U and 65 
lb Tatianna Castillo, Girls 
10U in a combined bracket 
of 65/75/85 lbs finished 4th. 

On Sunday, December 
22, were team based du-
als. WMP had 12 grapplers 
competing. 47 lb Kooper 
Witte wrestled on TNT, 7U. 
Witte went 4-0 and his team 
took home the Champion-
ship. 54 lb Brody Compau 
wrestled on SAW, 10U. 
Compau went 4-3, his team 
took 2nd in their pool and 
finished 6th overall. 54 lb 
Carter Giles wrestled on 
MI Mayhem, 10U. Giles 
went 5-1, his team took 2nd 
in their pool and finished 
5th overall. 76 lb Quint-
en Cassiday wrestled on 
MI Mayhem, 12U. Cassi-
day went 3-2 and his team 
finished first in their pool 
and 5th overall. 72 lb Evan 
Andrews and 85 lb Tyler 
Parmeter wrestled on TNT, 
12U. Andrews went 4-2 and 
Parmeter went 3-3, their 
team took first in their pool 
and 3rd overall. 95 lb Ayden 
McClurken and 115 lb 
Blake Peasley wrestled on 
Cyclones, 12U. McClurken 

went 5-1 and Peasley went 
4-2, their team took 1st in 
their pool and 7th overall. 
80 lb Luke Egan wrestled 
on Cyclones 15U. Egan 
went 6-0, his team finished 
2nd in their pool and 6th 
overall. 80 lb Josh Vasquez 
wrestled on ARES 15U. 
Vasquez went 6-0, his team 
took 2nd in their pool and 
finished 8th overall. Special 
recognition to Josh Vasquez 
who wrestled all three days 
and went with an undefeat-
ed weekend record of 15-0 
record.

On Sunday, December 29, 
WMP traveled to Montague 
for the West Regions tour-
nament. WMP entered 17 
grapplers and all 17 placed 
in the top four. Out of 46 
matches, WMP claimed 33 
victories. Champions of the 
day are 72/77 lb JJ Peters-
en, 7/8 age group; 64/67 
lb Dylan Russo, 7/8 age 
group; 49 lb Emmett Russo, 
5/6 age group; 52 lb Ethan 
VanDyke, 5/6 age group; 
85 lb Alex Buskirk, 11/12 
age group; 90/95 lb Harp-
er Cheng, 11/12 age group; 
57/60 lb Kassie Sapp, 9/10 
age group and 63 lb Blake 
Werkema, 9/10 age group. 
52/55 lb Jaxson Babcock, 
7/8 age group; 82/97 lb De-

Pictured is 77 lb Josh Vasquez, 15U Champion, who had an undefeated record over the week-
end.

The 2019/2020 varsity wrestling season 
is underway for your beloved Red Hawks. 
Leading the flock this season is returning 
all-stater Trevor Marsman (junior, 16-0). 
Marsman carried on tradition to become the 
fourth Red Hawk to win the Kent County 
Championship and followed it up as Cham-
pion of the Comstock Horseshoe Classic in 
the 119lb weight class.

Andrew VanGessel (JR, 5-1) captured his 
first individual varsity title at the Horseshoe 

in the 112lb division going 3-0 on the day 
as the Hawks placed fourth of 18 teams.

Nate Elliston, David Erxleben and 
Landon Demorest each battled for third 
place medals. Meanwhile, Sage Serbenta, 
Cole Haack, Joe Meade, Antwuon Nicholls 
and John Pienton chipped in wins for the 
young squad from Cedar Springs.

The boys will travel to Allendale this 
weekend and begin OK White competition 
Friday, January 10, at Lowell.

By James Streeter

A small but deter-
mined group of Red 
Hawk grapplers trav-
eled to Montague this 
past weekend and 
competed against 
some stiff competi-
tion during Christ-
mas break. Four Red 
Hawks came away 
with hardware in the 
MyWAY West tour-
nament that had been capped 
at 300 wrestlers.

In the 2013-15 age group, 
55lb bracket, Ethan Tromp-
en came away with a 2nd 
place finish. Dillon Van-
dyke (64/67lbs) and Jaxon 

Fitzerald (82lbs), both in the 
2011-12 age group, came 
away with 3rd and 4th place 
finishes respectively. Gavyn 
Byxbe of the 2007-08 age 
group, wrapped up the med-
als with a first place finish in 
the combined weight class 

of 119/126lbs.
Also of note was 

Jon Libera’s  3rd 
place finish two 
weekends ago in the 
10U 100lb division 
at the Christmas 
Sparty Tournament 
Held in East Lan-
sing. This particular 
tournament is a Nu-
WAY National tour-
nament and draws 
stiff competition 

from across the country.
Way to Go Red Hawks! 

This week the CSYW Club 
travels to Wyoming for an-
other MyWAY West Region 
tournament.

       RESULTS - continues on page 14



Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Where is the Red Belly?
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Crash

OUTDOORS

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

2020 Outdoor Skills Academy
Learn about food plots, ice fishing, wild mushrooms and more

A thin mesh bag full of morel mushrooms.  Photo courtesy of the DNR.

Interested in attracting 
bluebirds to your yard? 
Learning the ins and outs 
of bear hunting in the Mich-
igan woods? How about 
tying an expert tie and fly 
fishing like a pro? The 
DNR Outdoor Skills Acad-
emy 2020 class schedule 
currently is filled with more 
than a dozen opportunities 
to do all of this and much 
more, starting with the Hard 
Water School (ice fishing) 
Jan. 25-26 at Mitchell State 
Park in Cadillac. Additional 
classes will be added as de-
tails are finalized.

DNR park interpreter 
and academy coordinator 

Ed Shaw said the concept 
launched a few years back 
at the Carl T. Johnson Hunt 
and Fish Center (in Mitchell 
State Park) as a way to help 
people of all experience and 
skill levels learn more about 
hunting and fishing in Mich-
igan. Since then, the class 
offerings have expanded 
to include everything from 
wildlife photography and 
mushroom identification 
to snowshoe weaving and 
developing deer food plots, 
and the class locations have 
spread to other locations, 
too.

“Whether you’re looking 
to get started with a new 

outdoor activity or want to 
brush up on your skills and 
learn some tips and tricks, 
the academy pro-staff can 
help,” Shaw said. “These 
affordable classes and clin-
ics are unique because they 
explore topics in-depth—
for a full day or more—with 
knowledgeable, skilled in-
structors leading the way.”

Learn more about the 
academy and full class 
schedule at Michigan.gov/
Outdoor Skills, or contact 
Ed Shaw at 231-779-1321.

Red-bellied woodpecker.  Photo by Marilyn Keigley. Red-headed woodpecker.  Photo by Marilyn Keigley.

The suet feeder attracts many bird spe-
cies including the Red-bellied Woodpeck-
er. One would expect a name to indicate a 
prominent feature but for this woodpecker 
it does not. Instead people tell me they have 
the uncommon Red-headed woodpeckers.

The head on the adult Red-headed Wood-
pecker is a distinctive feature on both sexes 
and they have a striking wing characteris-
tic that cinches identification. This species’ 
head is completely red on front, back, sides, 
and top in the adult birds. The young have 
brown heads during their first year that 
gradually change to red. 

The wings have large white patches on 
what are called the secondary feathers. This 
makes the lower back look white even on 
young birds perched on a tree. The adult’s 
white is pure but the young have some 
brown barring through the white. In flight 
the white on the wings flashes brightly 
making identification easy. 

The bright red head is not always as ob-
vious as the white on the wings. Dim light 
in cloudy weather subdues the red color but 
the large white patches on wings remain 
obvious. The belly on this species is white.

Where’s the red on the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker? Their breast is gray or brownish with a slight 
tinge of red on the lower belly near the tail. The red is barely 
visible and not the good feature for identification. The head 
pattern is more helpful. Both sexes have significant red on the 
back of their heads but the sides and front are gray. The male 
has a red cap that continues over the top of the head that is 
lacking in the female. 

Lack of solid color on the head helps distinguish the Red-bel-
lied from the Red-headed. When the red color is subdued in 
dim light, the solid pattern verses dark and light contrast can be 
seen. In flight the Red-bellied has a white patch on the upper 
rump but it does not extend 
across the lower wings like it 
does on the Red-headed. 

Red-bellied Woodpeck-
er wings are flecked with 
white spots overlaying black 
throughout the wing. There is 
a sharp division of black and 
white on the Red-headed’s 
wings with the upper back 
black and lower white. 

Less obvious features help 
with identification. The bill 
on the Red-bellied is dark 
but is silvery gray on the 
Red-headed. The nine species 
of woodpeckers in Michigan 
have dark upper tail feath-

ers but some have white outer feathers. Both the Downy and 
Hairy Woodpeckers outer tail feathers are white with a helpful 
difference for separating the two. There are black flecks on 
the underside across the white feathers on the Downy and the 
Hairy’s is pure white. When the Downy spreads its tail feath-
ers while standing on a suet feeder or tree, some black flecking 
can be seen on the outer most upper tail feathers. The Hairy is 
larger than a Downy.

Five of the nine Michigan woodpeckers are common in our 
region. The approximate order from most common is Downy, 
Red-bellied, Hairy, Northern Flicker (yellow-shafted), and 

Pileated. Depending on the neighborhood habitat, that order 
might differ. Flickers are not frequently seen in winter and the 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is usually only noticed during spring 
and fall migrations. The crow sized Pileated is present all year 
where there are larger trees and they often frequent large up-
land forest or extensively forested lowland floodplains. 

Behavior in nature niches is important for recognizing spe-
cies. With considerable practice varied calls help separate 
species even when not seen. Most helpful is the rhythm of 
head-banging on a tree, house, or sound resonating surface. 
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CLASSIFIEDS are available online @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

small ads 
make ¢ents
696-3655

Webb – 1-year-old male – Terrier Mix

Meet Webb! Webb is a 
younger guy who has 
been looking for a home 
since November. He has 
successfully lived with 
another dog here at 
our shelter. Webb loves 
nothing more than ten-
nis balls, and is sure to 
snuggle up with you after 
a good game of fetch! 
If you’re interested in 
adopting Webb, please 

contact Humane Society of West Michigan!

6-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair Mix

Meet Captain! Cap-
tain’s new year’s 
resolution is to find 
an adopter that 
will be his personal 
health coach. As an 
overweight kitty, 
Captain needs to 
keep up his appe-
tite while also re-
maining active. He 
is very affectionate, 
chatty, and loves to 
watch the house from a cat tree. He can’t wait to be your 
new resolution buddy!
If you’re interested in adopting Captain, please contact Hu-
mane Society of West Michigan!

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday 11am-4pm. 

HOMES 
FOR SALE

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

SERVICES

P   STThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan,  call (616) 

453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson 
NW,   just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 

during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEKHELP
WANTED

DEADLINE: 
CLASSIFIEDS

Monday by 5:00 p.m.
No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CEDARFIELD 
SELF STORAGE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100
cedarfieldstorage.com

PAVED 
parking 

now available 
for your 

40 ft. 
motor home.  

C
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s 

 W
o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Start your 

New Year
with plans 

to move here!

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

Part – Time/ Full - Time, CDL 
Class A ,Truck Driver. Home 
every night, part time 2 – 3 
days per week. Must have good 
driving record and pass drug 
screening. Howard City. Call 
231-250-9696. #51-2p

Downtown Cedar Springs Main 
Street Retail/Office space for 
rent. $650. 616-918-6430. #tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew

Page 2
Pages 11-14

Memorial Day Sports

Pages 16-17

reaching around the world



PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Please note the 2019 regular meeting schedule 
for the following City Boards and Commissions.

All meetings are held at City Hall, in the City 
Council Chambers located at 66 S. Main Cedar 

Springs, MI 49319. Agendas are posted on-
line one week prior to the meeting and can be 
found at www.cityofcedarsprings.org  Meetings 
may be cancelled due to lack of agenda items.

Planning Commission

January 07, 2020 7:00 p.m.
February 04, 2020 7:00 p.m.

March 03, 2020 7:00 p.m.
*April 14, 2020 7:00 p.m.
*May 12, 2020 7:00 p.m.
June 2, 2020 7:00 p.m.
July 7, 2020 7:00 p.m.

*August 11, 2020 7:00 p.m.
September 01, 2020 7:00 p.m.

October 06, 2020 7:00 p.m.
*November 10, 2020 7:00 p.m.
December 01, 2020 7:00 p.m.

City Council

January 09, 2020 7:00 p.m.
February 13, 2020 7:00 p.m.

March 12, 2020 7:00 p.m.
*April 16, 2020 7:00 p.m.
May 14, 2020 7:00 p.m.
June 11, 2020 7:00 p.m.
July 09, 2020 7:00 p.m.

August 13, 2020 7:00 p.m.
September 10, 2020 7:00 p.m.

October 08, 2020 7:00 p.m.
November 12, 2020 7:00 p.m.
December 10, 2020 7:00 p.m.

Downtown Development Authority 
Board of Directors

January 27, 2020∞ 12:00 p.m.
February 24, 2020 12:00 p.m.
March 30, 2020 ∞ 12:00 p.m.

April 27, 2020 12:00 p.m.
*May 18, 2020 12:00 p.m.
June 29, 2020 12:00 p.m.
July 27, 2020 12:00 p.m.

August 31, 2020 12:00 p.m.
September 28, 2020 12:00 p.m.

October 26, 2020 12:00 p.m.
November 30, 2020 12:00 p.m.
*December 21, 2020 12:00 p.m.

∞Indicates Downtown Development Authority 
Informational Meeting

*Indicates that the scheduled date does not fall 
on the regularly scheduled day

Dated: January 3, 2020 Rebecca Johnson, 
City Clerk

616.696.1330
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Say: you 
saw it 
in The 
POST!

Red Belly

LEGAL NOTICES

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

PETERSON 
Tax & 

Accounting

23 West Elm St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-5300

“Personal Attention with 
Professional Knowledge”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALS

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

...continued from page 11

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

PUBLIC NOTICE
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Solon Township Clerk
Solon Township is accepting applications to fill 

the position of Solon Township Clerk.  Applicant 
must be a resident of Solon Township.  

Information and applications may be obtained 
at the Solon Township office at 15185 Algoma 

Avenue NE, Cedar Springs, MI.
 

Dated:  January 3, 2020   

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning 

Commission of the Township of Courtland will 
hold public hearings at 7:00 p.m. on January 
21, 2020, at the Township Office, 7450 - 14 Mile 
Road, N.E., Rockford, Michigan, to consider 
proposed ordinances to amend the Township 
zoning ordinance.  

Barn Event Venues.  The Planning Commission 
will consider different approaches to the subject of 
regulation of the use of barns to host venues such 
as weddings, open houses, and parties.  One 
ordinance would clarify that the rental or operation 
of property on a commercial basis as a place for 
weddings, parties, or similar events is limited to 
the C Commercial District.  The other approach 
would be an ordinance permitting a barn event 
venue as a special land use in the R-R District, 
subject to conditions including a requirement that 
the venue be in an existing agricultural building, 
have a minimum parcel size of ten acres, and 
be located on a bona fide farm operation or 
on the same property as the residence of the 
operators, and other requirements on food and 
alcohol service, seasonal use, hours, maximum 
attendees, amplified music, parking, sanitation, 
security and monitoring.

Swimming Pool Barriers. The other proposed 
amendment would delete the current specific 
requirement for a four-foot wall or fence around all 
swimming pools, and replace that with reference 
to a fence or other approved safety measures 
which comply with the State Construction Code.  

All interested persons may attend the public 
hearing and comment on the proposed amending 
ordinances.  The proposed ordinances are on 
file at the Courtland Township office and may be 
reviewed during Township office hours.  Written 
comments concerning the proposed amending 
ordinances may be submitted to the Township 
at the office address above up to the time of the 
public hearing.

Dated:  January 3, 2020 
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF COURTLAND

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

Speed and loudness of woodpecker pounding helps. It also 
varies with the work being done. Territorial tree pounding 
sounds different from that of birds searching for insects hid-
den under tree bark. 

Downy Woodpeckers are more likely on smaller branches 
than Hairy Woodpeckers that choose larger branches when 
working. Northern Flickers and Red-bellied woodpeckers, 
that are about the same size, choose different habitats. Flick-
ers are often found in open areas feeding on ants while the 
Red-bellied almost always feeds in forests. Michigan wood-
peckers nest in hollow trees. Take notice of details to hone 
your observation skills.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net 
- Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Legion
...continued from page 3
years in the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.  His brother 
has over 40 years and a sis-
ter with over 50 years of ser-
vice to the American Legion 
Family - so you could say 
without a doubt he comes 
from a Legion family.  At 
the squadron level, Mike has 
served at most all positions.  
On the state, or Detachment 
level, he has been Histori-
an, 3rd Zone Commander, 
and is currently on the Boys 
State Committee as well as 
Youth Career Law Enforcement Chairman at 20 plus years 
of service.

Also joining us will be the Honorary Department Junior 
President Leah Daniels.  She joined as a child under her 
father.  She has been active in her Junior Auxiliary Unit 
#377 and her District #18 since then.  She has served all 
of the offices in both.  She is currently the Junior Presi-
dent for both.  She has helped with many activities for both, 
which includes Poppy Days, Children’s Parties, helping out 
at Post Unit and District functions, The Homeless Veter-
ans Facility, SAL dinners, Nursing Home Visits, Shopping 
for needy families at Thanksgiving and Christmas, going 
and supporting various Patriotic Events, participating in 
Parades on Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Mint Parade, 
Showboat Parade, Veterans Day Parade, Holiday Parade, 
helping to promote and raise money for various charity 
events and many other events.

Presidents and other policy makers pay attention to the 
news, of course. Many of them have several television sets 
in their offices, so that they can keep track both of the news 
of the day and how it’s covered. They follow the media 
pundits, who articulate the facts and present them from 
their own slant, because many of these men and women 
have vast audiences and it’s important to know what they’re 
telling their followers. Social media and online commen-
tary are at a more bewildering and less developed stage, but 
there’s no question they can affect the thinking of millions 
of Americans. Not surprisingly, Presidents differ on how 
systematically and thoroughly they do this fact gathering, 
but generally they seek out sources of information with dif-
ferent perspectives and biases.

Presidents and members of Congress also rely on aca-
demics and think tanks: places like the Brookings Institu-
tion, the Rand Corporation, the American Enterprise In-
stitute and the Heritage Foundation—though which they 
listen to depends on their ideology. All, however, are in the 
game and strive hard to be presidential advisers. Most pres-
idents, at least since the economist Walter Heller became 
a confidant of John F. Kennedy, have paid especially close 
attention to economists they trust.

Faith leaders are also an important source of information 
and advice. Like well-known pundits, many of them have 
significant influence among Americans on questions of val-
ues, and presidents will often call several together, often 
privately, to gather their insights. 

This whole process, of course, has immense value—you 
don’t want a president to make decisions based on false in-
formation. It goes on constantly behind the scenes, often for 
weeks before we ordinary citizens hear the first presidential 
peep on a given subject. But I’d argue it’s also getting more 
difficult as sources of reliable and unreliable information 
multiply. That’s why, in the end, it is so vital for a president 
to be able to rely on advisers and professionals who can 
help the president sort out what’s true and what’s not.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In-
ternational Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU 
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

Facts
...continued from page 5

Leah Daniels

clan Mead, 7/8 age group; 66 lb Tatianna Castillo, 9/10 age 
group; 63 lb Landon Learn, 9/10 age group; 80 Alex Russo, 
11/12 age group and 57/60 lb Jace Schut all finished 2nd. 
63 lb Brennan Dietz, 9/10 age group and 66 lb Travis Pike, 
9/10 age group finished 3rd. 100 lb Logan Goguen, 13/15 
age group finished 4th. 

“These kids have been pushed hard, preparing them for 
bright futures. They are competing with some of the best 
wrestlers in the nation and I am very proud of their re-
sponse,” said Head Coach Dave Andrus.

Results
...continued from page 10
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4 steps to financial fitness in the new year
(BPT) -The new year is just around the corner 

and it’s never too early to think about your 2020 
goals - and for many, this means prioritizing fi-
nances. Taking the time to focus on your goals 
and determine what’s important to you financial-
ly is the best way to set yourself up for success, 
but actually following through can be difficult. 
These easy financial exercises from Vanderbilt 
Mortgage will help you reach your goals in the 
new decade.

1. Outline your plan
If you don’t already have one, establish your 

plan. Write down short-term financial goals, 
such as creating a monthly budget, and long-
term goals, such as paying off a debt or buying a 
home. Defining these goals will help as you set 
your budget for the next year.

2. Create a monthly budget
Gather pay statements, bills and bank state-

ments to get started. You can write down all this 
information or use a budget tool. Start by calcu-
lating your monthly income, which includes not 
only the amount you may get from a regular paycheck, but also 
any money you get in government aid, child support or pensions. 
The next step is to look at your bills and bank statements to find 
out exactly what you spend in various categories of expenses such 
as utilities, auto, medical, personal, insurance, etc. This accurate 
information will empower you to take control of your spending.

Simply skipping your daily latte from the coffee 
shop a few times a week can add up quickly.

4. Stick to it
The statistics on how many people actually 

follow through and keep their New Year’s reso-
lutions are rather bleak, but sticking with your fi-
nancial goals will pay off. Stay on track by moni-
toring your progress each week. As you get closer 
to your goals, excitement will build and you’ll be 
motivated to keep budgeting and saving.

Vanderbilt Mortgage offers helpful online re-
sources whether you are looking to purchase a 
new home or keep your current home in great 
shape. “Here at Vanderbilt, we want to use our 
years of experience to help current and future 
homeowners.” Said Eric Hamilton, President of 
Vanderbilt Mortgage, “Providing educational ma-
terials for every step of homeownership is one of 
the ways Vanderbilt is with customers every step 
of the way.”

Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc., 500 
Alcoa Trail, Maryville, TN 37804, 865-380-
3000, NMLS #1561, (http://www.nmlsconsum-

eraccess.org/), AZ Lic. #BK-0902616, Loans made or arranged 
pursuant to a California Finance Lenders Law license, GA Resi-
dential Mortgage (Lic. #6911), MT Lic. #1561, Licensed by PA 
Dept. of Banking.

Resolve to Green Your Grocery Shopping in 2020

(c) monkeybusinessimages / iStock via Getty Images Plus

(StatePoint) In our grab-and-go culture, 
plastic is pervasive at the grocery store. But 
as more supermarkets worldwide adopt smart 
strategies for reducing single-use plastic pack-
aging, experts say that these same changes are 
possible here in the U.S., so long as retailers, 
companies and individuals commit to making 
them a reality.

“It’s time to build smarter supermarkets,” 
says Kate Melges, plastics campaigner, Green-
peace. “We’re starting to see examples of re-
tailers moving away from throwaway packag-
ing, but not at the urgency and scale needed to 
address this crisis.”

A new report from Greenpeace, “The Smart 
Supermarket,” travels through a hypothetical 
grocery store to explore how single-use pack-
aging-free initiatives can be implemented in 
every aisle, as well as details the benefits each 
change would have on consumers and retailers.

As you head into a new year and possibly 
resolve to reduce your environmental impact, 
consider these report insights:

• “Nude” food: Plastic-wrapped produce 
creates needless packaging waste and poten-
tially leads to wasted food, as consumers are 
required to buy portion sizes they may not 
need. “Nude” food lets you buy exactly what 
you need. For those products that do require 
packaging, stores and consumers should con-
sider natural alternatives, such as banana leaves 

tied with bamboo twine.
• Bulk staples: Smart dispensing systems 

for such shelf-stable foods as rice, beans and 
lentils, allow customers to buy the quantities 
they need and can afford. And when custom-
ers dispense products into reusable containers 
they’ve brought from home or are supplied by 
the store, the system can eliminate single-use 
packaging.

• Refillable personal and home products: 
While the public is becoming aware of the 
need for reusable shopping bags and coffee 
cups, there’s less awareness about alternatives 
to single-use plastics for beauty and cleaning 
supplies. Refill stations on favorite shampoos, 
dish soaps and more can substantially reduce 
plastic waste.

• Smarter takeout: Many grocery stores 
have to-go options like salad bars and hot food 
counters. At a smart supermarket, takeout will 
not mean throwaway. Technology is at the 
heart of the concept, with customers using an 
app to collect rewards when they return re-
usable cups and containers. This is great for 
stores who want to establish brand loyalty, and 
great for customers who want kickbacks and to 
reduce their plastic use.

• Sustainable checkout: Five trillion sin-
gle-use plastic bags will be used this year alone 
-- that is 160,000 bags per second. Providing 
durable, reusable bags at checkout through a 

rent-a-bag scheme is an easy way for stores to 
reverse this trend.

• Mindful online shopping: Buy your gro-
ceries online? A number of online retailers are 
already dropping off and collecting reusable 
containers via more sustainable transport. A 
smart supermarket can follow the same model.

For more information on how to help build 
a smarter supermarket, visit: greenpeace.org/

usa/research/report-the-smart-supermarket.
Without decisive action, plastic production 

is set to quadruple by 2050. This new year, 
advocates say that everyone can resolve to do 
their part to stem the tide, with retailers and 
consumer goods companies cooperating to 
create eco-friendly solutions, and consumers 
demanding these alternatives and opting for 
them when they become available.

3. Set a savings goal
Saving is another important aspect of financial health. Whether 

you’re using a general savings account, adding to an emergency 
fund, or setting aside funds for a new home, saving for larger 
financial goals helps you prepare and gives you peace of mind no 
matter where life takes you. If you’re new to saving, start small. 

 Sponsored ad content from Vanderbilt Mortgage and Finance, Inc.
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